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WELCOME TO JULIUS MARTIN LANE
Home of Soham Town Rangers 



 

THE CHAIRMAN'S LOG

Good afternoon for what I believe is the first game between todays teams. Our visitors
have started the season well and are at the right end of the table. I trust they enjoy their
visit to JML today, our hospitality and our facilities but that they understand we hope
that that leave empty handed.

On Friday last week we made the short trip to the ever-hospitable Lakenheath. Having
started brightly both teams looked evenly match when the dismissal of Finlay meant
Sam Spencer took between the sticks. As I write this, I await video proof of the decision
and assure everyone that if found not to be hand ball we will appeal. This sending off,
and the later sun binning of Jordan Chipps turned the night into a control game and we
ran out losing 3-1. Positives were a fine goal from Olly Ward, more minutes in the bank
for Sam Mulready and showing a few togetherness against a tough situation.

After last Friday we are halfway through the league season and with just 20 points from
18 games, that simply is not good enough. We have been missing players through injury
but are not looking for excuses. We’ve welcomed back Edgar Morais, Jack Mochalski to
the squad and more will come and go! Lloyd, Ben and Clive are trying to build a squad
that wants to be here, wants to fight and can play. Those that leave we say thanks and
good luck. Those that stay we support and look for desire and effort and those coming in
we welcome and give our usual solid support. 

This season has much to play for. We have 18 games to go plus a last 16 draw at
Newmarket in League Cup. I challenge the squad and management to treble our current
points total and reach 60 for the season along with a long run in the League Cup.  This is
not what we had hoped for back in July but is now minimum requirement.

Finally, my thanks to Paul Nicholas and all that have supported the changes that have
taken place in the lounge bars. The lounge looks so much better and will be a great place
for the World Cup and other games. We are soon to have a new extra-large TV erected in
the main room. 

All of this is temporary as we progress our work for large grants that will hopefully
support a full club refurb at the season end. I hope to be able to announce solid news on
this after next week but fingers crossed as this will transform the place after 50+ years.

So enjoy the game as we head into winter and thanks for you support. 

Come on you Greens

Mark G





These are the different sponsoring packages available at the club
 

Kit Sponsor
£1500 - Front of shirt
£500 - Back of shirt

 
Main Stand Sponsor

£2500
 

Pitch Side Advertising Boards
£200

 
Match Day Programme
£150 - Full page advert
£100 - Half page advert

 
Match Day Sponsorship & Hospitality

£80 (Up to four people)
Includes half time drinks, on-line programme advert and choosing man of 

 the match
 

Player Sponsorship
£60

 
If you are interested in any of the available packages, or would like more

information, please contact our sponsorship manager Vince Mallett
 

SPONSORSHIP AND ADVERTISING

 

Proud away kit sponsor of Soham Town Rangers

mailto:vincentmallett@hotmail.co.uk




SOHAM TOWN RANGERS
A brief history

Soham Town Rangers were formed in 1947 as a result of a merger between Soham
Rangers (Formed 1919) and Soham Town (Formed 1920). The Julius Martin Lane
ground, which at the time was the home of Soham Town, is still the home of the club
today, after it was purchased in 1952.

The new club started life in the Cambs League, also running a Reserve team. In 1956,
they joined the Peterborough League where they were to remain until 1963. During
their time there, they won the league and the league cup on three separate occasions.
A measure of the level of support enjoyed by non-league clubs in those days was the
fact that on their first home game of the season, on August 22nd 1956, a local derby
against near neighbours Ely City, over 500 match day programmes were sold -
Unfortunately, the 6-2 drubbing for the hosts took the shine off the day.

The club joined the Eastern Counties League in 1963, and remained there until 2008.
During this time, considerable ground development has taken place - The social club
was built in 1968, new dressing rooms and showers were erected in 1979, along with a
grandstand extension. In 1981, a lounge bar extension was added to the social club.
Floodlights were erected in 1983, and were inaugurated by the visit of an Arsenal XI in
front of 1200 spectators. A new grandstand eventually replaced the original wooden
structure at the beginning of the 1990’s, whilst various other developments have taken
place in order to qualify the club to compete at step four in the non-league pyramid.

Soham enjoyed considerable success in the Cambridgeshire Invitation Cup during the
1990’s, winning it on three separate occasions, including for the first time in their
history in 1991 defeating March Town United, before repeating the feat again in 1998
and 1999 against Wisbech Town and Newmarket Town respectively. The Greens were
also the first winners of the Eastern Counties Millennium League Cup, when they
defeated Diss Town on penalties in the final in 2001.



The 2007-08 season was to be the clubs most successful season to date winning the
Eastern Counties Premier Division for the first time, beating nearest challengers
Needham Market 4-0 on the final day of the season to clinch the title in front of 680
spectators at the Lane, and with it promotion to the Southern League for the first time
in their history.

In the first three seasons in the Southern League, Soham recorded finishes of 15th,
11th and 17th. At the end of the 2010-11 campaign, Ian Benjamin, who had been at the
club for six seasons and was in charge of the 2008 title winning side, stepped down
from his position as 1st Team Manager.

Soham transferred to the Isthmian League Division One North for the 2011/12 season
with former striker Andrew Furnell returning to take over as Player/Manager. However
with the Greens languishing near the foot of the table, Furnell was replaced by former
Histon Managers Steve Fallon and Ian Hart in March, with the club finishing the season
fourth from bottom. It was a successful campaign for the club’s other sides though,
with the Reserves returning to the Kershaw Premier Division after finishing as runners-
up in Cambs Senior A, whilst the Under 18s progressed to the 1st round of the FA
Youth Cup, where they were beaten by Charlton Athletic in front of a crowd of over
500 people at the Lane.

The 2012/13 season saw Soham record their highest ever League position, finishing
seventh in the Isthmian League North Division, five points outside the play-offs. Soham
won the Cambs Invitation Cup for the fifth time in their history in 2014 beating CRC 6-1
at the Abbey Stadium, but were unable to retain the trophy the following season,
narrowly losing 2-1 to Cambridge City in the final.

Soham did finish the season with an accolade though, winning the Isthmian League
Respect award for the second consecutive year having gone through the season having
not collected any dissent points, which saw the club commended in the end of season
FA Respect and Fair Play awards.

Following a difficult start to the 2015/16 campaign, Steve Fallon stepped down as
Manager at the start of October to be replaced by senior players Robbie Nightingale
and David Theobald, who eventually guided the Greens to seventeenth position before
leaving to take over at Cambridge City in December 2016. 



Rob Mason was appointed player/manager, and following a difficult start, finished the
season seven games unbeaten, with the Greens securing their League survival on the
final day of the campaign with a 4-3 home win against Maldon and Tiptree, with two
goals in the final five minutes.

The following seasons have seen finishes of thirteenth and sixteenth in the table. 

The 2021/22 campaign saw Soham transferred into the Northern Premier Division
Midlands Division, meaning the club had competed in all three sections of the Trident
League, however after a difficult season, where Matt Clements and Lloyd Groves
replaced Rob Mason in December as managers, the Greens were unable to retain their
place at step four and were relegated back to the Eastern Counties League for the
2022/23 season.

This year also marks 100 years of football being played at Julius Martin Lane, with the
club arranging a number of events to mark the occasion.

 



LLOYD GROVES (Player/Manager)
Appointed 1st Team manager in January 2022. A defender that returned to the Lane in
September 2021 as player/coach. Now in his third spell with the club, but a popular figure after
scoring a late winner on the final day of the 2016/17 season to help the club escape relegation
from the Isthmian League. Also played for Cogenhoe United, St Ives Town, Newmarket Town
and Great Shelford.

RYAN AUGER
Midfielder that returned to Soham in September 2021 following a short period at Bury Town.
Started his career with Southend United, where he progressed through the youth academy to
play in the Football League, prior to spells with Bishop Stortford, Histon, Cambridge City and
Bedford Town.

ALEX BROWN
A left sided defender that re-joined Soham at the start of the season from Hitchin Town,
having also played for Ely City and Godmanchester Rovers.

DOMINIC BROWN
Local defender that progressed through the club's youth setup and senior sides. Reserve Team
captain who made his 1st Team debut in August 2022.

LUKE BROWN
Striker that returns to the Lane for his third spell with the club having been top scorer at
Stowmarket Town last season. Also played for Ely City, Hitchin Town and St Albans City, as well
as playing and studying in America.

JOE CARDEN
Quick attacking wide player that returned to Soham for his third spell with the club at the start
of the 2020 season from Bury Town, having also played for Histon, St Ives Town and Cambridge
City.

LEE CHAFFEY
Experienced defender that joined Soham in October 2017 from St Ives Town, having previously
played over 650 games for Cambridge City after started his career at Ipswich Town.

JORDAN CHIPPS
Fullback that returned to Soham after leaving Cambridge United during the summer, having
finished last season at the Lane on loan. Also had a loan spell with Eynesbury Rovers.
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ALFIE CONNOR
Midfielder that returned to Soham in October 2019 following a short spell with St Neots Town.
Originally joined the club from Kettering Town in 2017 having previously been at
Peterborough United.

JORDAN GENT
Tall experienced central defender that rejoined Soham from Cambridge City at the start of the
season, having previously had spells with Biggleswade Town and St Neots Town.

FINLEY IRON
Goalkeeper that returned to Soham in October 2022 following short spells with Haverhill
Borough and Godmanchester Rovers. Last season's manager's player of the year. Worked his
way through Cambridge United’s youth setup, making one first team appearance. Also had
spells with Yaxley, St Neots Town, St Ives Town and Ely City.

JON KAYE
Club captain. Midfielder that returned to Soham in January 2020 having left for Wisbech Town
in the summer. Originally joined the Greens in January 2017 from Cambridge City having
started his career at Yeovil.

MAX MATTLESS
Defender that joined Soham in November 2021 following a spell with Peterborough Northern
Star, having previously been with March Town United, where he had been club captain.

SAM MULREADY
Striker that re-joined Soham in September 2021 following a short period with Dereham Town.
Now in his third spell at the club, and a former player of the year and top goal scorer. Started
his career at Grimsby Town before spells with Gainsborough Trinity, Boston United, Kings Lynn
Town, Stamford, St Neots Town and Corby Town.

KAI NICHOLLS
Joined the club at the beginning of the season from Histon and can play as either a wide
defender or midfielder.

DAN OLIVE
Full back who re-signed for the club from Lakenheath in November. Started last season with
the club, having also played at St Neots Town and Haverhill Rovers.

HARRY REYNOLDS
Goalkeeper who returned to Soham at the beginning of the 2022 season after a number of
seasons at Ely City. Also had a spell at St Neots Town, having originally joined the Greens ahead
of the 2015/16 season from Cheltenham Town.



RYAN SHARMAN
Attacker that returned to Soham in September 2022 from Cambridge City. Originally spent
three years with the Greens from 2013, when he was twice top scorer, before signing for City in
2016. Also played for Leiston.

SAM SPENCER
Defender who re-signed for Soham in September 2022 from Deeping Rangers. Previously had a
short spell at the Lane towards the end of the 2015 season, having also played for Yaxley,
Wisbech Town, Huntington Town and St Neots Town.

OLIVER WARD
Striker that signed for Soham at the start of the 2021 season from Witchford 96, having been
the Cambridgeshire Premier League top scorer. Claimed the 1st Team’s supporters’ player of
the year and top goal scorer awards in his first year at the club.

ED WATSON
A striker that joined the club ahead of the 2022 season from Saffron Walden Town.
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                                                           Honours

 
Eastern Counties Premier Division 

Champions 2007/08
 

Cambs Invitation Cup 
Winners 1990/91, 1997/98, 1998/99, 2005/06, 2013/14

 
Eastern Counties League Millennium Cup 

Winners 2000/01
 

Peterborough and District League 
Winners 3 Occasions

 
Eastern Counties League Cup 

Runners Up 2003/04
 

Eastern Counties 1st Division 
Runners Up 1992/93

 
Highest League Finish

7th Isthmian League North Division - 2012/13
 

FA Cup 3rd Qualifying Round v Kings Lynn (A) - 1970/71
 

FA Trophy 3rd Qualifying Round
v Nuneaton Borough (H) - 2021/22

 
FA Vase 5th Round

v AFC Newbury (H) - 2004/05
 

FA Youth Cup
1st Round Proper Charlton Athletic (H) - 2011/12   





The club was established in 1885. 

They became members of the top division of the East Anglian League in 1952. In
1963–64 the club won the league's Knockout Cup, beating Norman Old Boys in
the final. At the end of the season the league merged with the Norfolk & Suffolk
League to form the Anglian Combination, with Harleston placed in Section A.
However, they were subsequently relegated several divisions.

In 1980–81 Harleston were Division Three champions. They went on to win
Division Two the following season, earning promotion to Division One.
Following two relegations, in 2005–06 the club finished bottom of Division
Three and were relegated to Division Four.

A third-place finish in Division Four in 2008–09 saw them promoted back to
Division Three. The club were champions of Division Three again in 2010–11
before winning the Division Two title in 2011–12.

After finishing as runners-up in Division One in 2013–14, Harleston were
promoted to the Premier Division. They were Premier Division runners-up in
2016–17 and won the division the following season, earning promotion to
Division One North of the Eastern Counties League. 

Despite finishing as runners-up in Division One North in 2018–19, the club were
relegated back to the Anglian Combination Premier Division as their ground
failed the grading criteria by not having floodlights.

However, at the end of the 2020–21 season they were promoted back into
Division One North of the Eastern Counties League.

Welcome to Todays Visitors
Harleston Town FC

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/East_Anglian_League
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norfolk_%26_Suffolk_League
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anglian_Combination
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eastern_Counties_Football_League
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2018%E2%80%9319_Eastern_Counties_Football_League






Soham Town Rangers Football Club has received a new life-saving defibrillator thanks to the
Premier League and Football Foundation

The Premier League’s Defibrillator Fund has enabled Soham Town Rangers Football Club to
install an Automated External Defibrillator (AED) at the club, aimed at helping save the life of
someone experiencing a sudden cardiac arrest.

The Fund, set up by the Premier League will enable more than 2,000 sites across the country to
install an AED and is supported by The FA and Sport England and delivered by the Football
Foundation.

The defibrillator at Julius Martin Lane, Soham, will be ready for use from the beginning of
September 2021.

While defibrillators are designed to be easy to use, club officials will also receive training through
The FA Education’s free online Sudden Cardiac Arrest course and guidance on how to update
their emergency action plans.

The new defibrillators will be registered with emergency services so any member of the public
can use them to help someone experiencing a cardiac arrest.

Chairman Mark Goldsack said “We are delighted to have both our own matchday unit and the
community defibrillator on the front on Julius Martin Lane.
On behalf of our staff, members, players and guests, we hope we never need to use them but
having them gives some peach of mind.”

Former professional footballer Fabrice Muamba who suffered a sudden cardiac arrest on the
pitch in 2012 said “I am a big supporter of the Premier League’s new initiative to fund
defibrillators for thousands of grassroots football clubs. I know from personal experience the
importance of having access to this type of medical equipment and how vital it is for someone’s
survival after suffering from sudden cardiac arrest.

Educating people how to use defibrillators is crucial. I really hope the clubs and facilities will
encourage as many coaches, players and staff to undertake the training provided and help create
safe places to play the game we all love.”

The Premier League, Football Association and Sport England will work together to ensure that
facility developments funded by the Football Foundation incorporate this equipment in the
future.

At least twelve young people, between ages 12-35 years, die of undiagnosed cardiac conditions in
the UK every week. Over 30,000 people of all ages suffer a cardiac arrest outside of hospital
every year and less than one in ten survive.











Call: +44 (0)1353 667 394 or Visit: www.nexus-ie.co.uk

Local engineering firm, Nexus IE Ltd, are proud Match Ball sponsors of
Soham Town Rangers FC & a ‘Team Kit sponsor’ for Soham Town Rangers

under 15's 

Got an idea for a New Business -Nexus IE turns dreams into reality
helping businesses bringing new products to market fast,turning dreams

into reality.

FREE Consultation | Prototype Design Services | Product Development
Assembly & Manufacture | Maintenance & Support  

Nexus IE Ltd part of the Innomech Group.

 

 





 

  Lakenheath 3                                 Soham Town Rangers 1     
  Hammond                                          Ward
  Thulborn
  Yallop                                                                                            
  
                                                                                                        
               

 
               Thurlow Nunn Premier Division            

Friday 18thNovember 2022
Kick-off: 19:45pm

 
 
 

 

Last Time Out



First Team Fixtures  

 



Thurlow Nunn - Premier Division 2022/23



TODAYS TEAMS

Finley Iron (GK)
Niall Conroy (GK)
Ryan Auger
Alex Brown
Luke Brown
Joe Carden
Lee Chaffey
Jordan Chipps
Alfie Connor
Jordan Gent
Lloyd Groves
Jon Kaye (Capt)
Max Mattless
Sam Mulready
Kai Nicholls
Dan Olive
Ryan Sharman
Sam Spencer
Oliver Ward
Ed Watson

HARLESTON TOWN FC

MATCH OFFICALS

REFEREE

Kevin Harrington

 ASSISTANT REFEREE 

 Martin Burroughs

ASSISTANT REFEREE 

Jack Reeve

SOHAM TOWN RANGERS FC

Elliot Pride
Charlie Hitch
Henri Arnold
Mark Shadrack
Sam Borrer
Josh Durham
Nathan Stone
Nathan Page
Mitchell Belmar
Nathan Russell
Rob Turner
Lagshan Sivakumar
Aedan Oliver
Joe Manning
Jake Anema
Ryan Crisp
 

UPCOMING FIXTURES
 

SAT 3 DEC (15:00) Whitton United (A)
League

 
SAT 10 DEC (15:00) Ipswich Wanderers (H)

League
 

SAT 17 DEC (15:00) Fakenham Town (A)
League






