
The Week in
East Bristol & North East Somerset

Issue no 328FREE

A431 toll road to go ahead . . . page 3

Emergency bypass due to open next month 

Keynsham Civic Centre row. . . pages 6 & 7

Council keeps prime spot for itself

Egg farm plans thrown out. . . page 20

Abson villagers opposed

In this week’s issue ......

Read by over 30,000 people every week
10th July 2014

                 



2 The Week in • Thursday 10th July 2014



A private toll road bypass at Kelston is due to open on 1st
August, bringing relief to motorists who have faced long
daily diversions for the last five months since a landslide
closed the A431.
The bulldozers were due to move on to the site this week to
create the emergency two-way, seven-metre wide road across
a field which runs alongside the closed A431.
There will be a £2 each way toll for cars but First Bus will be
allowed to take its single-deckers on the road for free. A 3.5 ton
weight limit will be imposed.

The backers, Kelston Toll
Road Ltd, posted a
promotional video on
YouTube last week to
show the route of the
road. The film, with
running commentary from
businessman Mike Watts,

sees him driving past the ‘road closed’ signs near Oldfield
School and then just before the barriers across the road, he
diverts through a gate on the right.
He drives across the field on Roundhill Farm before exiting
through another gate on the other side of the landslide.
The A431 has been closed as a through route since February

and Bath & North East Somerset Council is due to start
rebuilding the part affected by the landslide on an as yet
undisclosed date this month. The main road is expected to be
open again by Christmas.
Last month the council said its independent consultants had
investigated the possibility of providing a temporary road for
light traffic across Kelston Park to bypass the road closure but
it had been ruled out as it would take 16 weeks to complete and
the drilling rigs would have got in the way.
But Kelston Toll Road Ltd says it will take them just days to build
a road on the other side of the  A431.    Continued on Page 4

The Week in • Thursday 10th July 2014 3

Kelston toll road 'to
open on 1st August'
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Hanham

Tesco site legally occupied by circus performers
Kelston toll road 'to
open on 1st August'
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Mr Watts has teamed up with farmer John Dinham to plan the
toll road. The commentary talks about the “immense” impact the
closure has had on businesses locally and in Bath and Bristol as
the road normally carries an estimated 7,000 vehicles a day. He
says that the daily traffic build-up on the alternative route, the A4
in Keynsham and Saltford, means that some people avoid going
into Bath during the day because of the constant queues.
Mr Watts says that some people are already using the field to
bypass the closure and building a proper toll road will make it
safer for everyone.Click on http://tinyurl.com/nzbsw3v to take a
trip along the proposed route.

There will be a duck race on Syston Brook this Saturday,
12th July, starting at 5pm at the bridge by Slippery Jim's. 
This will be followed by a barbecue on the church car park at
the end of California Road. Buy a duck for £1 from Ernie
Parry on 0117 932 5456 or Gary Masters on 932 6720.

With no sign of building work starting any time soon on the
store that Tesco got permission for more than two years
ago, the old Kleeneze site is currently being occupied by a
group of circus performers.
There is also no update on whether the supermarket chain will
help ease Hanham High Street’s parking problems by allowing
shoppers to park on the site. In January MP Chris Skidmore said
that Tesco were keen to help and investigating the possibility of
releasing around 20 to 30 spaces.
Tesco fought for years to get permission to build a supermarket
on the site in Ansteys Road and in May 2012 a 2,918sq m store
was approved and had been expected to be open by last
autumn. 
But the retail giant has reportedly slammed the brakes on its
expansion of big stores, focusing instead on smaller 
convenience stores. For Hanham that means a delay in the 

Oldland Common

Duck race
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y occupied by circus performers

Arbor Circus  has legal occupancy of the site owned by Tesco

creation of the promised 160 jobs for local people and the 228
free spaces in the proposed supermarket car park.
Some traders have found it tough going since Hanham
Community Centre enforced its private car park status last year.
One of the reasons it did so was to stop an increasing number
of commuters who parked there and then got on a bus into
Bristol, which meant there was not space for people visiting the
centre.
A page on HCC’s website explains why it has taken the decision
and says that when the Tesco store opens, it will have a lot of
parking spaces with a three-hour parking limit which should
alleviate the reduction at the community centre.
In recent months some High Street shops have shut and
children’s clothes shop Katwalk Kidz, which opened just a year
ago, currently has a closing down sign in the window.
In the meantime Camelot Property Management, which secures
vacant sites by placing guardians in them, has let the site to
members of the Arbor Circus.
Camelot says having guardians on the site minimises the risk of
theft and vandalism and restores a sense of community.
Interestingly in Thurso in Scotland, Tesco has recently been told
to get on and build a new superstore on a derelict site or be
stripped of its planning consent by the local council which is
understood to have lost patience with the lack of action.
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Keynsham

Council refuses business a shop unit it wants for itself
While national bar and restaurant company Loungers has
been confirmed as the tenant for the cafe unit in the new
Civic Centre development, one Stockwood-based
company will not be coming to Keynsham because B&NES
Council wants their shop for its own use.
Eyeconic Photography has been looking to expand from its
location on Hollway Road and in April submitted an offer for the
two shop units located on the lower ground floor
(facing Bath Hill). 
DTZ, the agents handling the sale responded soon
after and while stressing the deal was not finalised,
suggested that Eyeconic began to instruct solicitors.
Last week, they received another phone call to say
that one of the units (No 12 on the plan) was no
longer available. 
It is our understanding that B&NES Council has
earmarked this as the new venue for the Time Out
youth service.
Speaking on behalf of Eyeconic, Laura Bartlett told
us: "We’re devastated. We have outgrown our
existing premises and had plans to knock the two
lower ground units into one for a new studio and
office.
“Unfortunately, none of the other vacant units lend

themselves to what we had in mind so we are back at square
one.
“Eyeconic Photography would have brought a lot of business
into Keynsham as the vast majority of our customers travel from
all around to our current studio.”
Time Out currently operates from the ground floor of the
Riverside, which as readers will be aware, has an uncertain 
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A concert called An Evening with Fred Astaire & Ginger
Rodgers will take place at St Mary’s Church on Saturday
26th July.
Saltford Serenade will be singing and there will also be film
extracts. Tickets are £6.50 each and will include a glass of
Pimm’s and nibbles. The concert starts at 7.30pm. Call 0117
932 9999.

Bitton

A summer’s
evening concert

a shop unit it wants for itself
future. However, there are no immediate plans to
demolish it so the allocation of a prime retail unit at
the expense of an independent business moving
into Keynsham appears to be at odds with B&NES'
previously stated aims for the regeneration of the
town.  
When we asked B&NES for an explanation, David
Bellotti, the council cabinet member responsible
for the Keynsham regeneration project said: “Time
Out is a very successful organisation in Keynsham
providing important facilities for young people.
When our new Council development opens in 
October we need to make sure they have a
permanent home to continue and develop their
work with young people further.  I am very pleased
that Keynsham Town Council will consult young
people so that the future facilities will be the best
we can provide.”
Currently, six of the 12 retail units in the Civic
Centre development are still available to rent. 

Loungers
Elsewhere, the arrival of Loungers ends months of speculation
over the occupier of the 4,700 sq ft catering unit. Started by
three Bristol businessmen in 2012 as The Lounge in North
Street, Bedminster, there are now approaching 50 lounges

across the country.  These include locations in Bath, Westbury-
on-Trym, Cotham and the popular Porto Lounge in Fishponds.
Estate agents DTZ have now updated their sales material for
Keynsham’s Market Place development to include the fact that
Sainsbury’s and Loungers have been signed up, accounting for
almost 60% of the available space. 
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Taylor Wimpey are damaging the fabric of Keynsham.
That’s the claim of local B&NES councillor Alan Hale as
problems persist with delivery lorries to and from the K2
Meadows housing development.
As work to repair the pavement and kerbing on Coronation
Avenue was finally carried out last week, it was confirmed that
recently repaired surfaces in adjoining Lulworth Road have
already been damaged by lorries mounting the kerb.
Cllr Hale has asked council officers to do more to rein in the
builder, saying: “The sad fact is that significant numbers of
people in Keynsham are paying for the drive by Taylor Wimpey
to line their corporate pockets, so we as a council should be
taking every step to ease those sufferings. This constant

damage to our fabric has to be stopped.”
As has been previously reported in The Week In, Taylor Wimpey
originally considered that heavy goods traffic along residential
streets close to the development would be no more than was
previously generated from the old business units at the end of
Parkhouse Lane. This view was supported by the Government's
inspector who granted the builder’s appeal against B&NES
Council's original decision to refuse planning permission.
While local residents have long been scornful of that
assumption, the situation has been exacerbated in recent
weeks by convoys of lorries removing soil from the site.
Complaints have been raised over speeding lorries, deliveries
outside of the permitted site operating hours and drivers
ignoring the agreed access and egress routes around the town.
Curiously, when these issues were investigated by B&NES
Council last month they were told that much of this was due to
the removal of an earth mound which had been controversially
built up over the winter months. At that time, Richard Stott, the
council's principal planning enforcement officer, said: “As the
removal of the earth mound itself is not bound by any specific
condition, it would be hard to enforce against a breach of
condition as Taylor Wimpey are not technically breaching any
condition.”
However, the picture above was taken recently and the earth
mound shows little sign of having been disturbed. This was
pointed out to Mr Stott on 17th June by local resident Gordon
Fear, who has yet to receive a response.

The circus performers who have set up a temporary home on
the old Kleeneze site gave their time for free at Hanham Abbots
Junior School’s summer festival.
The Bullzini family, who are members of the Arbor Circus, are
keen to integrate with the community and having performed at
Glastonbury the previous week, they entertained the crowds at
the school's fundraising event last Friday.
The Friends of the school organised the event towards the cost
of new play equipment which was officially opened at the
festival.
A double woodland play tower, featuring rope climbing, a bridge
and a fireman’s pole, along with some monkey bars, have been
installed in the playground.
Parent Claire Swift, a member of the Friends’ committee, said
the festival had raised £3,238. 
She said: “It was a fantastic fundraising event for the school and
an amazing evening. We are so grateful to the Arbor circus
featuring the Bullzini family who gave so much of their time to
support this festival. They added colour and fun to the evening
and the children were transfixed watching their show.“

Headteacher Mike Weenink cuts the ribbon

Keynsham 

Damage to town's fabric has to stop

Hanham 

Circus helps school
raise over £3,000

Local MP Jacob Rees-Mogg on a visit to The Meadows last week.

The 'temporary' earth mound
supposedly being removed



Letters
Dangerous parking on
Willsbridge Hill
Dear Sir,
I am concerned and alarmed to see cars
and vans parked dangerously at the foot
of Willsbridge Hill on the A431 outside
the site of the former Queens Head
public house. 

Previously these vehicles were parked
nearby on an adjacent piece of ground
off the main road, now cordoned off.
Vehicles travelling towards Bristol now
have to cross into the centre of the road
and face oncoming traffic which is
gathering speed to gain momentum to
climb the hill the other side of the dip in
the road. 
At the crossover point, visibility is
obscured by overhanging trees, and
oncoming fast-moving vehicles cannot
be seen until the last few seconds.  Bus
drivers have voiced their concerns to me

and have thanked me for drawing this
situation to someone’s notice.
Please can South Glos Council address
this dangerous parking before a serious
accident occurs?        
Anthony Garland
Kingswood

Ring those bells!
Dear Sir,
As a local resident and keen walker, I
surely cannot be the only person who is
becoming increasingly angry over the
number of cyclists without bells using the
Bristol to Bath path.
They suddenly appear behind you
without warning and speed past, forcing
pedestrians over to one side without
even an ‘excuse me’. They are often
bunched in a group, cycling together,
particularly at weekends, and this makes
it even worse.
I may be wrong, but when the old railway
line was opened, it was initially used by
pedestrians and it was only later that
cyclists began to use it in larger numbers
- and then largely as a commuter route.
Nowadays it seems to be more of a race
track used by clones of Bradley Wiggins!
I am also told that in some countries
(Australia has been mentioned) that
speed limits are in place when routes are
shared with pedestrians.
I hope I do not sound like a killjoy, I am

certainly not.  But if you are a cyclist
reading my letter, please fit a bell and
start ringing it!
Patricia Putterill
Downend

Prompt response
Dear Stephen,
On behalf of cyclists in Saltford, I would
like to publicly thank Bath & North
Somerset Council for repairing the
central section of Bath Road at the
Beech Road and Manor Road junctions
in Saltford within a few days of me
reporting this hazard for cyclists.
Cllr Reg Williams
Saltford parish councillor

The Week in • Thursday 10th July 2014 9

Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard
1 8 7

2 1
3 9 6 4

5 1 2
2 6 4
6 9 5

8 3
4 1 8 5

5 7 3 9 4

3 2 6 9
9 7 4

7
5 3

3 6 1
6 2 7 5

6
8 1 2
5 9 4 8

CHEMISTS
WEEKEND
OPENING
Sunday 13th July

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park,
Longwell Green (10.30am-4pm)

Asda Store Longwell Green
(10am-4pm)

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4pm)

Sainsburys, Emersons Green
(11am-4pm)

Co-operative Pharmacy, Halls Road,
Kingswood (10am-4pm)

Stockwood Pharmacy
78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG (9am-7pm)

The Week In is independent of any political or

commercial interest.   We aim to produce a

balanced and accurate view of local news and

welcome comments from our readers. 

Normally, we will publish letters in full but reserve

the right to shorten or clarify the contents or to

refuse publication. Please try to keep letters

under 300 words and supply your full name and

address for reasons of authentication.  Only the

name and district where you live will be

reproduced.  Anonymity is possible under certain

circumstances. 

Copy can be sent by post or, preferably,
e-mail and should arrive at our offices no
later than 5.30pm on the Monday of each
week.  E-mail to:admin@theweekin.co.uk

Write to us
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Letters
Mind your language,
Mr Skidmore
Dear Editor,
In the House of Commons on June 30th 2014,
Mr Chris Skidmore MP said: "I rise to speak
about...the introduction of green bin
charges...” in South Gloucestershire. 
Language is important and Mr Skidmore’s use
of the word “cabal” to describe South
Gloucestershire's Communities Committee is
quite extraordinary. A cabal is very
specifically: “A conspiratorial group of plotters:
a secret scheme or plot.” 
I and other members of the public were at this
public meeting, as was the gentleman who
presented Mr Skidmore’s petition. Mr
Skidmore was not present himself as I believe
he was busy elsewhere - he had been busy
electioneering in Newark the previous week.
Tory leaflets have been delivered to residents
of South Glos with the headline “Labour
(Liberal) Bin Tax”. In recent months two such
leaflets have been delivered to my door. But I
note the language has now changed as Mr
Skidmore spoke in the Commons about
"...local councils have the freedom to
introduce charges.” Does Mr Skidmore fail to
realise what councils across the country are
having and will have to do, to make the
inevitable cuts we are all facing?
It is shameful that councils across the country,
as well as politicians, are being attacked and
offered up as the fall guys for Mr Skidmore’s
Government’s policies and philosophy. He
and his Tory friends are trying to distract
people from the main issue which is that local
councils balance their budgets without either
cutting or charging for services. In replying to
Mr Skidmore, Brandon Lewis, Under-
Secretary for Communities, used the phrase
“...the town hall Taliban...” a shocking way to
describe hard-pressed council employees
and local politicians - actually offensive in the

extreme.
The Tories on South Gloucestershire Council
made no public response to the bin charge at
the budget meeting I attended earlier in the
year, indeed accepting it without remark -
curious, I thought. Mr Skidmore’s present
activity is “curiouser and curiouser”, as Alice
in Wonderland would have it, but then he is in
the difficult position of having to uphold his
Government while at the same time looking
forward to a future election when it will be held
to account. 
Were there any jugglers in Wonderland?
There is certainly one in South
Gloucestershire doing his best to keep
contradictions from crashing to the ground -
and it just isn't working.
April J Begley (Mrs)
Hanham

Irony of green bin row
Dear Sir,
I read in last week’s issue that Kingswood MP
Chris Skidmore held a debate in Westminster
about the green bins in South
Gloucestershire.
When you look at the full text of his speech,
you begin to realise what this is really all
about. It’s not whether ratepayers have the
option to pay £36 or not for a green bin, it’s
that Conservative councillors at South
Gloucestershire didn't get their way on this
issue.
Mr Skidmore told Parliament (where typically
two-thirds of the country did not vote for the
elected government of the day) that only
seven out of 70 councillors actually voted to
introduce the bin charge. In reality, seven
councillors outvoted six Conservatives on the
13-man committee charged with making
decisions over waste services. 
The system of governance by committee in
South Gloucestershire replaced the more
common practice of decision-making by
cabinet a couple of years ago. Until then, a
small group of half a dozen councillors took all
the major decisions and guess what - they

were all Conservatives! As the party with the
largest number of seats, the Conservatives
ran the council and a small group of its senior
members took decisions regardless of the
views of the other 60 or so councillors. That
was democratic, but what has happened over
the green bins was not?
The rather sad irony of this unedifying
episode in local government is, of course, that
the residents appear to have voted with their
feet.  From your article, it seems that almost
twice the number originally budgeted are
paying the £36 charge. If the original plan was
to save £1m, presumably there are now an
additional 20,000 x £36s to be factored in to
the equation?
I remember in 2010, a young enthusiastic
Chris Skidmore telling us he was elected to
represent all the constituents of Kingswood.
Roll on four years and we seem to have an
ambitious politician who sits on Mr Cameron’s
policy committee and whose priorities are
more about party politics and point scoring,
rather than the perceived qualities which
originally caught the voters’ attention. What
goes around comes around, and that includes
an election next year, Mr Skidmore.
Name and address supplied

Credit where it’s due
Dear Sir,
It takes a lot to get my wife and myself angry
but recent comments by our MP Chris
Skidmore in respect of the saving of New
Cheltenham Road Post Office is one of the
few occasions.
In an article in the Bristol Post a few weeks
ago, he tried to take some of the credit for the
announcement that the post office had
received a stay of execution, and then went
on to make a few childish comments about
the Labour Party record on local post offices.
The truth is that Mr Skidmore was nowhere to
be seen when leaflets were being distributed,
petitions being signed and meetings being
held. He was definitely not climbing the steep
streets around New Cheltenham Road
speaking to residents.
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Letters
The credit lies solely with the local Labour
councillors Bill Bowrey, Pat Apps and Terry
Walker. Other people who helped included
Diane Block and in particular, Jo McCarron,
the Labour Party candidate.
I hope that puts the record straight
Brian & Margaret Smith
Kingswood

K2 - we cannot work
miracles
Dear Editor,
I would ask for the opportunity to address a
couple of items in your July 3rd edition.
Mr John Howlett expresses his concern
regarding a lack of action against Taylor
Wimpey by B&NES Council planning
enforcement officers. I am happy to share his
frustration and I would very much like to enjoy
a situation where as a council we could take
Draconian action without reference to
complicated checks and balances contained
within the planning legislation. 
Sadly we cannot do that. The officers have to
work within the bounds of the planning
legislation and all of the way through the
process guided by the legal officers. Why?
Well, it is public money that we would be
putting at risk if we, as a council, took
enforcement action which was not strong
enough and the day in court was lost.  Now,
as in the past, I may well be criticised for
‘supporting the council’ but that accusation
normally follows the provision of a factual
answer as distinct from the answer the
complainant wants to hear.
Mr Howlett also mentions the ballot box. Like
other councillors, I stand or fall upon what my
constituents choose to do next May but
changing the make-up of the council will not
change the planning law. You will remember
that the Lib Dems did not want to regenerate
Keynsham town centre but together with my
colleagues we put pressure on for it to

happen. 
Now, moving to the subject of the traders and
those currently in Riverside. The council is not
the landlord of those traders and now, since
an administrator has taken over, the situation
has, I believe, worsened for them. For those
with leases that they are legally tied into, it
clearly is difficult, but it is not something the
council can change. The traders will know full
well that I have been interceding on their
behalf to try to get the council to put in help
and guidance for them, despite not being the
landlord.  
My express wish as the ward councillor is to
keep these traders in the town and that is my
motivation for my input and those traders will
know that I have been talking with them and
trying to help, but we cannot work miracles by
making leases disappear.
Rest assured, I am as eager to see this town
grow in strength and eager to make breaches
of planning legislation subject to enforcement
because I live here as well. I will continue to
do my best until May to hold the officers to
account and hope that my ward will hold faith
with me and allow me to continue to fight the
battles on their behalf into the following four
years.
Alan Hale
Councillor Keynsham South
Bath and North East Somerset Council

New development looks like
Las Vegas
Dear Sir,
I had not visited Keynsham for a while so
today I decided to go and have a walk down
the High Street. As I reached the mini
roundabout, I thought I was entering
downtown Las Vegas. 
I had seen some of the initial work but I had
wrongly assumed that the replacement
buildings would blend in with the rest of the
High Street/Temple Street area.
I am wondering how many people in
Keynsham were really aware of the end result
of this development. Likewise with the people
who live around Southmead Hospital, I don't

think they realised just how tall and
overbearing it would be. 
Does anyone else feel as I do that the
development in Keynsham should have been
thought through a little more?
Mary Gazzard
Hanham

High Street renaissance
Dear Sir,
At last another quality outlet is due to appear
on Keynsham High Street after an overlong
period of descent into charity shops, travel
agents, estate agents and pound shops. I
refer, of course, to the soon-to-be opened
Polkadot Home, opposite its sister shop.  It is
pleasing to note the effort to bring some
quality and distinction back to our High Street.
Together with the announced refurbishment of
the old Lloyds Bank building into a cafe bar,
as reported in The Week In (Issue 327),
things do appear to be looking up for
Keynsham and especially so since these
enterprises are being set up by individuals
born and brought up in Keynsham with an
obvious feel of the town.
We should wish them both every success and
look forward to a revival of the ‘good old
times’ for Keynsham.
Derek Hodges
Keynsham

Floral Keynsham looks
lovely
Dear Sir,
What joy the lovely flowers in the High Street
are bringing.  The tubs on the pavements are
a new delight and together with the hanging
baskets really do make Keynsham look ‘lived
in’! Thank you to whoever is responsible.  
Incidentally, I have been a huge critic of the
‘Monster’ looming up in our town but, I am
ashamed to say, I think I may be getting used
to it!
Julia M Chandler
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Crossword
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9

10 11

12 13 14

15 16 17 18

19

20 21 22

23 24

25

Across

The use of living organisms in industry 
(13)

1

Russian ruler (4)8
Crawling (2,3,5)9
The art of growing dwarfed plants (6)10
Abnormal condition (8)11
1950s West End musical (5,4)12
An inert gas (4)14
Twelve o'clock (4)15
Disappeared gradually (9)16
Not said (8)20
Describes wet grassland (6)21
Gives fluid for medical purposes (5,5)23
Blood sucking insect (4)24
Provides education for a fee (7,6)25

Down

Shoulder held weapon (7)1
Fairy tale giants (5)2
Glued together (7)3
Unsubstantiated facts (7,8)4
Rectangle with one side longer (6)5
No smell (9)6
Someone who works in a yard (7)7
Latin phrase for a stronger reason (1,8)13
Designed to prevent falls (7)15
Relating to numbers (7)17
Morally correct (7)18
Sports grounds (6)19
Relative value (5)22

ACROSS
1The use of living organisms in industry (13)
8 Russian ruler (4)
9 Crawling (2,3,5)
10 The art of growing dwarfed plants (6)
11 Abnormal condition (8)
12 1950s West End musical (5,4)
14 An inert gas (4)
15 Twelve o'clock (4)
16 Disappeared gradually (9)
20 Not said (8)
21 Describes wet grassland (6)
23 Gives fluid for medical purposes (5,5)
24 Blood sucking insect (4)
25 Provides education for a fee (7,6)

DOWN
1 Shoulder held weapon (7)
2 Fairy tale giants (5)
3 Glued together (7)
4 Unsubstantiated facts (7,8)
5 Rectangle with one side longer (6)
6 No smell (9)
7 Someone who works in a yard (7)
13 Latin phrase for a stronger reason (1,8)
15 Designed to prevent falls (7)
17 Relating to numbers (7)
18 Morally correct (7)
19 Sports grounds (6)
22 Relative value (5)

Letters
Tree is saved from the axe
Dear Sir,
On 30th June, a neighbour in the Dragons Hill
area of Keynsham where I now live told me
that a beautiful copper beech tree was about
to felled. The tree surgeons were on site and
it seemed that the tree was doomed. This
healthy tree, about 12 metres tall, has been a
feature for many years and most residents
would be sorry to see it disappear.  

I immediately phoned B&NES Connect but
unfortunately the tree preservation officer was
out of office.  However, the person I spoke
with was most helpful and told me that the

tree did not currently have a Tree
Preservation Order on it and I could leave a
message for the officer.  I did this and early
the following morning, 1st July, I went to
where the tree is and was amazed to see the
tree preservation officer already there in
discussion with the tree surgeons!  Later in
the afternoon she phoned to tell me that she
had made an order on the tree, which will be
reviewed in six months.
I would like to thank B&NES and the officer in
particular for prompt action and I would
encourage anyone to contact them if they
have similar concerns.  Too often it is only
when such trees are felled that we grumble
and realise that we have lost something lovely
forever.
Hazel Powe, Keynsham

The future of Newton House
Dear Editor,
Newton House in Cadbury Heath was, until
about 18 months ago, a care home for the
elderly owned by South Gloucestershire
Council.  
In their wisdom, they moved all the residents
out and placed them in various different
homes.  Since then the building has remained
empty.  I would be very interested to know
what the council has planned to do with this
property. Left much longer it will become very

dilapidated and possibly vandalised or taken
over by squatters.
If the council have plans to sell to a developer,
they need to act quickly to get a good price
before the building deteriorates further.
Likewise, if they have plans to develop the
building themselves.
Councils are always complaining about lack
of funds.  This is a good opportunity for South
Glos Council to capitalise on this property.
Wake up and act quickly.
Mrs Gill
Cadbury Heath
See our article on page 18

The Week In is independent of any political or
commercial interest.   We aim to produce a
balanced and accurate view of local news and
welcome comments from our readers. 
Normally, we will publish letters in full but reserve
the right to shorten or clarify the contents or to
refuse publication. Please try to keep letters
under 300 words and supply your full name and
address for reasons of authentication.  Only the
name and district where you live will be
reproduced.  Anonymity is possible under certain
circumstances. 

Copy can be sent by post or, preferably,
e-mail and should arrive at our offices no
later than 5.30pm on the Monday of each
week.  E-mail to:admin@theweekin.co.uk

Write to us
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Our furry friends are currently struggling with a seasonal dose
of fleas and an alarmingly increasing population of ticks.
Veterinary surgeon Martin Brice (co-founder of Bristol's
Emerson's Green Veterinary Surgery) has laid bare five myths
and facts surrounding fleas and flea treatments.

1) “There is widespread resistance to Frontline (the UK's
best-selling flea product)”
Wrong – no evidence of resistance has been seen anywhere in
the world. Then why do people think this? The vast majority of
people buy Frontline or Frontline Combo (a much better product
available only from vets) and get a nice big 6 pack. They then
start applying the product religiously every month. After 4
months they are still seeing fleas – but why? This is due to
something called the pupal window. Any pupae that were
formed prior to the first treatment can take 6-8 months before
they hatch out. Therefore the fleas the owners are seeing are
the ones NOT treated by the Frontline. Every single product on
the market will take 6-8 months to eradicate an infection.

2) I have just applied a flea treatment but I am still seeing
fleas - why?
Because treatments DO NOT prevent the flea from getting on
the animal – they have to get on the animal and are then killed.

Some products take 40 mins to kill, others can take up to 24
hours.

3) The average number of months that people treat a cat
with a monthly 'spot on' treatment is only 2.5 months...
The average number of months that a cat gets treated when
they have the 6 month injection however is 8 months! Injections
improve client compliance immensely!

4) Cats and dogs mostly get the same flea – the cat flea...
You must therefore always treat both or all of your animals.
Many people only treat the animal in which they see the flea.

5) “I'm sure I have no fleas in my house...”
75% of the flea life cycle is not on the animal! Failing to
eradicate the environmental components which lead to fleas
hatching and only killing the adult fleas themselves will not
eliminate the infestation – keep your animal's environment
clean!

Dealing with fleas and ticks this summer
PETS CORNER
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Controversial plans for a big expansion of Mangotsfield Church of
England Primary School came close to being delayed last week,
which would have meant 30 local families having to find
alternative school places in September.
South Gloucestershire Council offered places to families on the basis of
a 90-pupil Reception intake in September - before it got approval for its
plans.
A report to the development control (east) committee heard there would
be “serious implications” if members did not approve the expansion of
the school in Church Farm Road, Emersons Green, as the temporary
accommodation needed for the extra pupils had to be sorted out in the
coming weeks.
The council’s scheme is for a permanent two-storey, seven-classroom
extension and a temporary classroom block on the current school site,
plus a new sports field and staff car park on open land to the east,
separated by a path known as Emersons Green Lane, along with a new
access. 
The extra accommodation will mean the school - rated as outstanding
by Ofsted - can provide a permanent three-form entry and a total of 630
pupils.
Some councillors felt they were being rushed into making a decision on
the plans, which received many objections, and should hold off until
they had visited the site. 
But Cllr James Hunt (Con, Emersons Green) told the committee that
any delays now would have a “huge impact on the local area in a
negative way” and that objections had been resolved.
Criticism that had been levelled at the plans included that it would make
traffic and parking problems worse. There was also anger that hedges
and trees along the border with Emersons Green Lane had been

removed, while school governors were unhappy with the lane cutting
through the site, saying it created an unnecessary safety risk to
children. 
PC Dave Ashford, a schools officer/crime prevention design adviser,
had warned that Emersons Green Lane “breaks all the basic rules of a
safe public route” and should not be used by anyone.  He also wanted
to see the car park on the main campus, rather than on the new site,
saying staff could feel unsafe using it especially in the dark.
A report from officers to the committee said demand for school places
was significant and the planning authority had a statutory duty to
provide enough places across the area.
£40,000 is to be allocated on road improvements and a replacement
hedgerow planted. Security fencing around the new site is planned, as
well as security gates to the new car park and secure pedestrian gates
to allow movement between the two sites.
Despite reservations from some councillors, the plans were approved
at last Thursday’s meeting at Kingswood Civic Centre.

Emersons Green 

Row over primary school expansion 

The site of the proposed new car park and playing field is on the
left, divided from the main campus by the lane
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Situations Vacant

Award for care franchise
The care company Right at Home, which has a base in Staple
Hill, has won praise from national franchise business leaders
for its commitment to always putting client care ahead of
profitability. 
Its steady UK growth from one to 20 offices in three years is now

yielding what the British Franchise Association called
“extraordinary franchisee results,” as they announced Right at
Home winners of their Emerging Franchisor of the Year Award
2014.
The news was greeted with "absolute delight" by Paul Trinder,
owner of Right at Home (Bristol), based on the Eclipse Office
Park, who joined the network in May 2013.  The company has
clients across East Bristol and in Keynsham.
He said: “The Right at Home business model was well tried and
tested in the US, where it is a market leader, and after being
carefully adapted for the UK market it was showing very
promising early signs when I looked into opening the business
here in Bristol.  
“I was delighted to have found a company that shared my vision
of caring for people in exactly the way that they would wish,
focusing on dignity and respect but also enjoying life and making
the most out of each day.
“We only recruit caregivers who have a natural vocation for
helping others. They are paid above average and given access to
ongoing training and career paths and well supported in their
roles; as a result we have a very low staff turnover rate across the
group.”
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Advertising feature 

A spectacular venue for
weddings and events
Saltford Golf Club is fast gaining a reputation as one of the
most memorable venues in the area for weddings and
events. Family gatherings, birthdays and business
seminars and exhibitions can all make use of the excellent
facilities at the club house.

The unique selling point is without doubt the terrace.
Overlooking the 18th hole and with views stretching across the
green hills of north Somerset, this is the ideal spot for those
spectacular wedding photos, a cocktail reception, a barbecue
or a even a hog roast.
With ample parking, the hospitality services function entirely
separately from the running of the popular golf club yet the
convenient location means it is just a few minutes drive from

Bath, Keynsham and much of east Bristol.
With a 5 star food hygiene rating and a gold award in the local
authority Eat Out Eat Well, diners at Saltford Golf Club are
assured of the highest possible standards and levels of
nutrition. Services provided range from a finger buffet for 20 to
formal dinners and weddings of 120.
If you are looking for a venue with a difference that will leave a
lasting impression contact Duncan Scott Bar & Catering
Manager on 01225 873513 or bars@saltfordgolfclub.co.uk
Saltford Golf Club, Golf Club Lane, Saltford, Bristol BS31 3AA

The terrace

The clubhouse

The spectacular view from the terrace



Cadbury Heath 

Flagship ‘extra care’ housing approved
A flagship housing scheme of 66 ‘extra care’ apartments is
to be built in Cadbury Heath.
Last Wednesday members of South Gloucestershire Council's
Adults & Housing Committee appointed Knightstone Housing
Association to run the project on the former Newton House
Elderly People's Home site and former council offices next door
known as the Heath.

South Gloucestershire Council will contribute £1.2m towards
the project, which will open in 2016.

Welcoming the plans, local councillors Nick Barrett and Tony
Olpin, who proposed the scheme at the committee meeting,
said: “There has been local concern about what will happen to
the empty Newton House and Heath sites and where local
elderly residents will go when they become so frail that they are
no longer able to live in their own homes.

“Wherever the council has decommissioned one of its care
homes in the district so far, there has always been some new
21st century care facilities spring up nearby, such as in Yate,
Kingswood and Filton. 

“We have been campaigning over a number of years for more
extra care housing to meet current and future demand for
specialised housing with care and support and so we very much
welcome this decision to invest in Cadbury Heath.”
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Brislington 

A Village at War
As part of events up and down the country to mark the
centenary of the outbreak of World War One, St Luke's
Church Players & Friends will be performing 'A Village
At War' on Saturday 19th July at 7.45pm in St Luke's
Church Hall. 
Written by the Players’ secretary and local historian
Jonathan Rowe, and directed by the Players’ chairman,
Simon Williams, it is a commemoration in words and music
of the Great War, and will tell the story of how Brislington,
then a North Somerset village, was affected by the “war to
end all wars”.
The production will include poetry, prose, and songs of the
period. During the war Belgian refugees were billeted in the
village, a Women's Land Army Training Centre was set up
at Brislington House Asylum, and aeroplane parts  were
manufactured at the Motor Constructional Works on
Kensington Hill and the Tramway Depot at Arnos Vale.
In total 120 men left the village, never to return, and some
of their stories will be told, together with the memories and
letters home from two young men who fought in France and
survived. Captain Donald Landsdown Gough, of Hicks Gate
House, was awarded the Military Cross for gallantry, and
Private Harry Stowell, of Oakenhill Cottages, who joined up
in 1915 aged nearly 16 and who lived to be 93.
Tickets are free. Call Mr Rowe on 0117 977 8108. There will
be a retiring collection from which a donation will be made
to the Royal British Legion. Following the performance,
wine and cheese refreshments will be served and there will
be an opportunity to view an exhibition of 'Brislington and
the Great War' organised by Brislington Conservation and
History Society.
There will also be a special service of Peace and
Reconciliation at 10am on 20th July  at St Luke's Church.

Nick Barrett and Tony Olpin



Shoppers at the Kings Chase precinct in Kingswood
queued to sign a petition calling for a minor injuries unit for
Cossham Hospital. 
The campaigners set up a stall near Sainsbury’s last Tuesday
and in four hours collected almost 600 signatures. 
Campaigner Reg Bennett said: “We had a hectic day with non-
stop petition signing and leafleting. People were queuing up to
sign our petition before our table was set up. We ran out of
forms and had to use the reverse side. The total number of
signatures in just four hours was 593.” 
And on Saturday the stall was set out again, this time at the
summer fete in the grounds of Cossham Hospital, where 239
signatures were collected in just two hours.
At both events the campaigners highlighted the protest meeting
they are staging at Warmley Community Centre on Saturday
26th July from 2pm to 4pm with a view to planning a march
through Kingswood calling for the minor injuries unit (MIU).
More than 3,000 people have so far signed the petition calling
for health chiefs to honour their commitment to include an MIU
at Cossham. 

In 2004, the hospital at Lodge Road was threatened with
closure but the Save Cossham Hospital group persuaded
health chiefs to keep it open. It underwent a £19m
refurbishment and reopened in January 2013 with a renal
dialysis unit, X-ray and scanning department, physio and
outpatient appointments and a birth centre. 
The business plan included an MIU but 18 months after the
hospital reopened, the space set aside for it is still empty.
Campaigners say that for those without a car, getting to
Southmead Hospital now that Frenchay Hospital has been
closed is difficult because public transport links from the
Kingswood area are poor and taxis expensive. Currently the
nearest MIU is at Yate.
NHS South Gloucestershire Clinical Commissioning Group,
which plans and buys local health services, is currently
consulting on the best way to provide urgent care services or
patients. Dr Jonathan Hayes, chairman of the CCG, has said
that a minor injuries service has not as yet been ruled out but
they want to make sure that the combination of services is the
most effective way of meeting evolving local health needs. 

From May, Cossham has also been offering a rapid access
outpatient clinic for older people, and the GPs’ out of-hours
service is also now based there.

People queue to sign Cossham petition
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Signing the petition at Kings Chase are Natalia Peremiquel and
Carolyn Grant, pictured with campaigner Reg Bennett

St George 
Car fires could be linked
to other arson attacks
Detectives investigating four car fires in St George say they could
be linked to other arson attacks.
Police and firefighters were called out at around 4.15am on Monday
30th June after a report of four vehicles on fire in Glebe Road.
Investigating the fires, Detective Chief Inspector Andy Bevan said:
“Whoever set fire to these vehicles risked the lives of people living
in this street.
“Glebe Road is a residential area of Victorian terraced housing and
had any of these cars exploded or spread to the nearby housing we
could have been looking at an altogether more serious outcome.
“We need the community to help us. Those responsible may
camouflage themselves within legitimate protest groups, but
someone knows who they are.  I would appeal to anyone with
information, or concerns about individuals, to contact us."
If you have information which can help call 101 or Crimestoppers,
on 0800 555 111.
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Abson 

Villagers’ relief as controversial egg
farm is rejected
Plans for an egg production unit housing 6,000 hens have
been rejected, much to the relief of local residents who had
feared it would harm their lives and their ancient village.
The scheme for Green Belt land at Collins Farm had been
recommended for approval by South Gloucestershire planning
officers, but councillors threw it out on the grounds that the
development and access would have a harmful impact on the
landscape and the historic character of Abson.
The development control (east) committee heard that that well over
90% of the village had objected to the plans from local man Charles
Taylor, and many were at the meeting last Thursday. 
Wick & Abson Parish Council and Pucklechurch Parish Council had
also objected to the scheme which would have seen all eggs
supplied to national supplier John Bowler’s Free Range Eggs.
Locals were concerned about 26-tonne lorries trundling through
local lanes where there is a 7.5 tonne weight limit and which are
used by cyclists, walkers and horse riders. 
They were also unhappy about changes to hedgerows and verges,
as well as blighted views and the impact on the setting of the Grade
I listed church. They said the silos would be taller than local houses
and feared odour, flies, noise and the risk of surface run-off
contaminating the nearby brook. 

In total there were 72 letter or emails of objection but there were
also 30 letters or emails of support, saying the fears were
misplaced and odour, noise and environmental impact had been
addressed and would not be an issue.
Supporters also said there were already plenty of movements of
heavily laden agricultural vehicles locally, that the unit would be
small and invisible from the village, and that a similar operation in
Wickwar had been running for three years without complaint.
Recommending the plans be approved, subject to changes to the
access off Lodge Road involving cutting back a hedge and maple
tree, planning officers felt that all concerns had been addressed.
They said an odour and fly management plan had been
undertaken, there would be the most up-to-date ventilation
systems, and all dirty water would be directed towards a gutter and
sealed tank. Noise was not considered to be excessive and light
pollution would be kept to a minimum.
They had no landscape objections, saying the height of buildings
and silos was not excessive, and the setting of the church would
not be significantly affected by the egg production unit 240 metres
away.
But several committee members voiced their concern about the
plans. Cllr Alan Lawrence (Lib Dem, Dodington) said he was a
believer in farm diversification but not in “destroying a gem like
Abson” in the process, which was met by cheers from the public
gallery.
Cllr Ian Boulton (Lab, Staple Hill) was also cheered when he told
the committee that he was concerned about the odour implications
of 6,000 birds. “I use chicken manure on my garden and it stinks,”
he said.
After the meeting Cllr Sue Jones, who chairs Wick & Abson Parish
Council, said it had been an “agonising” time for the village with the
plans hanging over it, but she was relieved that the committee had
rejected the scheme.
Katherine and Stephen Hooper, of Lodge Road, who live within 100
metres of the site, moved into what they describe as their “dream
home” 18 months ago and that their lives would have made
“unbearable” had the scheme been approved.
However, villagers’ relief is tempered by the fact that an appeal
against the council’s decision cannot be ruled out.

Villagers say they are relieved that the scheme has been
turned down
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The Week In on line
Keep up to date with local news as it happens at

www.theweekin.co.uk
Follow us @theweekineditor

Warmley 

Kebab van
gets go-ahead 

Kingswood 

Talk from hedgehog expert

Permission has been granted for a kebab van to trade
seven days a week in Southway Drive.
There were some objections from people living in the area who
said that when there was a vendor there four years ago, there
was a lot of litter and late night revelry with teenagers on
mopeds and cars who used it as a meeting place.
They are worried about late night disruption, odour, noise, litter
and the potential for crime and disorder, as well as concerned
that it is not a suitable location, being on a busy road and a bus
route. 
Licensing officer Emma Pain told South Gloucestershire
Council’s licensing sub-committee that there were no records of
any official trader previously at that location, nor of any
complaints.
South Gloucestershire Licensing sub-committee granted street
trading consent to Erkan Cil, of Loop Road, Mangotsfield, to sell
kebabs, burgers, chips and cold drinks from 4.30pm to 11pm
seven days a week. 
The police and fire service were consulted about the application,
as were the council’s planning and streetcare departments who

did not respond. And there was no objection from food safety
and standards officer Iain Ferris who said that Mr Cil also
operated Snack World at Wickes in Longwell Green and that the
unit there operated at a good standard.
Mr Cil, who will trade as Eric’s Kebabs, has consent for one
year. He said he was delighted and that be believed there was
demand for such a takeaway in the area. 
He will be running the business with his wife and hopes to start
trading in the next few weeks.

A recent special guest speaker at the Young at Heart social club
which meets at the Salvation Army on Two Mile Hill Road, was
Beryl Casey, from Portishead, who runs a hedgehog rescue
service.
Members were told about the dangers in the environment for
these endangered animals and how to prevent some of the most
common things which could prove fatal for hedgehogs, such as

folding up and tying in a knot in your empty crisp packet,
providing a ramp in your pond and checking before you cut or
strim the grass.
Members enjoyed meeting six-week-old hedgehog Malteser.
The Young at Heart Club meets every Tuesday from 2pm to
3.30pm. There is a varied programme and new members are
always welcome for an afternoon of fellowship, friendship and
fun. Call 0117 960 1919.

Southway Drive
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Building Services Building Services

Directory & What’s On

Carpentry

Appliance Repairs

Architectural
Services

Blinds

Carpet Cleaning

Secure Storage
Take your vehicle to a safe place

Motorhomes
Caravans

Classic Cars
Undercover & Outside hardstanding

with CCTV Monitoring & Warden
Controlled Access

KEYNSHAM, BRISTOL

07789 528 540
call today for more information

Caravans
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Directory & What’s On

Car Services

Computers / IT

Computers / IT

Compost

Carpet Fitters

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Dance Lessons

Chimney Sweep

Chimney Sweep Electrical
CHIMNEY SWEEPING
Solid fuel stoves fitted
Contact 07516 500404

Clock Repairs

REPAIRS, NEW AND USED
COMPUTERS OR
ACCESSORIES.   
Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym. T:
0117 986 1000.

ROUND DINING TABLE.   
(110mm) and four chairs, polished
finished, in good condition. £75
o.n.o. – Tel: 07976 054246

Driveways

Events

For Sale
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Garden Services

Directory & What’s On

Pallets

Home Maintenance

Home Help

Intruder Alarms

Life Coaching

Lofts

Kitchens

Hypnotherapy

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

LocksmithsFurniture Makers

Garden Services R J SHORT.  Washing,
ironing and house cleaning
services. T: 07970 400801

Lost

LOST. I lost my silver pandora
bracelet with 4 charms on it on Sat 5
July somewhere between Keynsham
High Street and the car park behind
Lloyds chemist. If you find it please
call The Week In on 0117 9860381
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Directory & What’s On
Pest Control Plastering

Book a series of
adverts and

save even more
Our Directory advert boxes

are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.

An advert like this costs
£19.50 + Vat for one week.

Look how much better
value it becomes for a

longer series.

4 weeks - £14.50
8 weeks - £13.00

12 weeks - £12.00
26 weeks - £11.00
52 weeks - £10.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FROM AS LITTLE

AS £1.50 A WEEK
All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along as
all your dates are confirmed

with the order.

Similar discounts also apply to
our larger 7cm boxes.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£19.50 + VAT 
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.   
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Plumbers

Plumbers

Podiatry

An advert like this
costs

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

Pet Services

GOING WALKIES
A well established Family Run, Local Firm
offering Professional DOG WALKING &

DOGGIE DAY CARE / HOLIDAYS as well
as other Pet Care Services

Why not take a look at our website for
more details -

www.GoingWalkiesWithCameron.co.uk 

We are Fully Licensed, Fully Insured,
CRB checked, Pet First Aid trained and in

our 5th Year of trading.

To find out more, call Cameron or Sara
on  0117 932 8562 or 0753 084 3832

or 0784 119 5725
Email - goingwalkies@live.co.uk

Facebook: Going Walkies (Bristol)

Physiotherapy
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Directory & What’s On
Waste Disposal

Window Cleaners

MR SQUEAKY CLEAN
Domestic & Commercial

Window Cleaners
• Ladderless, pure
water technology
• Locally based

• from £4.75
0117 9159801
07530 864562

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Venue Hire

Book a series
of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory advert boxes

are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.

An advert like this costs
£19.50 + Vat
for one week.

Look how much better
value it becomes for a

longer series.

4 weeks - £14.50

8 weeks - £13.00

12 weeks - £12.00

26 weeks - £11.00

52 weeks - £10.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FROM AS LITTLE

AS £1.50 A WEEK

All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along

as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.

Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm

boxes.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£19.50 + VAT 
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

TV & Aerials

TV & Aerials

Taxis

Stair Repairs

HOME BASED.  
International Company is recruiting
Nutrition Coaches. Full training
provided. Call Phil anytime!
07881 594073

Recruitment

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Tyres

K R T Tyres
Part worn tyres

13” – 19”
Fitted and
balanced

07770 222 611
0117 986 0868
Brookleaze, Keynsham

BS31 2AL
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Planning Applications  
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Kingswood 

Rugby club celebrates
diamond anniversary
1954 was the year that food rationing ended, the first
Wimpy restaurant opened and Roger Bannister ran the first
sub four-minute mile. Locally, it was also the year that
Kingswood Rugby Club saw first light of day.
Back then it was Kingswood Old Boys’ RFC, formed by ex-
pupils of Kingswood Grammar School (now King’s Oak
Academy) which had dropped football for the oval ball as its
sport of choice some years earlier. The first match of the
1954/55 season was against Old Elizabethans and over the
ensuing years the club expanded to the point where it turned
out three teams on a Saturday and was open to all comers, not
just former pupils.
In 1996, Kingswood RFC moved to a new home at Grimsbury
Road where a new clubhouse was built. Another major stage of

the club’s development started in 2009 when the decision was
made to start a junior section.  From very humble beginnings
that junior section, Kingswood Knights, now has 150 members.
This September will mark Kingswood RFC’s 60th season and
as an example of just how far the club has progressed in that
time, it will also see the debut of the club’s under 13 girls side.
As well as moving close to its spiritual home, just across the
road from the King’s Oak Academy, the club has formed more
tangible links by providing coaches for the school’s junior age
group teams.
The diamond jubilee will also present a lot of changes for the
club as it struggles to accommodate three senior sides and the
burgeoning junior section in facilities which have now reached
the end of their natural life cycle.  Discussions are taking place
with the Rugby Football Union and South Gloucestershire
Council over the club’s development needs and, as in most
amateur sports, the key issue is funding.
What is in no doubt however, is Kingswood RFC has been
embedded in the life of the local community for the last six

decades and with its reputation as one of the best social clubs
in the area, continues in that role today. If you want to find out
more, then the next opportunity is the Kingswood Knights’ open
day on Saturday 2nd August.
Any local businesses interested in sponsorship opportunities
are also welcome to get in touch at info@kingswoodrfc.co.uk

St George 

Campaigners set to
challenge Mayor again
Members of the St George Neighbourhood Action
Group (SNAG), set up to fight controversial traffic plans
for Crews Hole and Beaufort Road, are planning to
confront Bristol Mayor George Ferguson who has not
as yet kept his promise to meet with them.
The Mayor’s next public question time event is on
Wednesday 16th July at 7pm in City Hall and SNAG
representatives Freja Shamanka and Carmen Locke have
secured tickets.
At the question time held at the end of March, Mr Ferguson
publicly promised to meet the group.
Although campaigners have been told by local councillors
that the one-way system for Crews Hole has been shelved,
it has not actually been scrapped altogether. Proposals for
parts of Beaufort Road to be made one-way are going
ahead.
Ms Shamanka said: “This meeting was primarily about
securing assurances from him that the Crews Hole Road
one-way system would not simply be brushed under the
carpet and be pushed through at a later date when no one
was looking. Perhaps unsurprisingly, we have heard
absolutely nothing from the Mayor, or his office, despite our
open letter and his very public promise to meet with us. 
“We still demand that the Crews Hole one-way system be

scrapped, not simply 'shelved'. We would also like to raise
our own concerns about the effect the Beaufort Road one-
way system will have on Troopers Hill  and Crews Hole
Road, and as residents living in that area, we have every
right to do so. 
“Finally, we would like to talk to George about the more
general issues regarding cycling and public transport in
Bristol and about the council's democratic process, or lack
of it.”
Meanwhile more than 4,500 people have signed a petition
expressing “no confidence in Mayor Ferguson’s efforts to
severely restrict the use of cars in Bristol, potentially
compromising free movement and trade across the city”.

Kingswood Old Boys RFC in 1954
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Keynsham

Local historian shares Great War
knowledge with St Keyna pupils
As part of their studies of the Great War during
this centenary year, children at St Keyna
Primary welcomed local historian David
Whittington into the classroom to hear about
events at the time and the personal
experiences of David’s grandfather during the
war. 
The children learned how Mr Whittington’s
grandfather had spent some time in Ypres,
enduring all the hardships that trench warfare
entailed, and were captivated by stories of his
later exploits as a gunner in the Royal Flying
Corps. 
Mr Whittington was invited to view an
exhibition of model trenches that pupils had
completed as their homework project and to
see artwork produced by children throughout
the school depicting poppies in various media.
Summing up his time with the children Mr
Whittington said, “I was very impressed with
the enthusiasm of all the children, as well as
the rapt attention they so kindly gave me.

“In particular, I was astonished at the range
and quality of the questions, which of course,
shows that the teachers had given them an
excellent level of knowledge of the Great War,
especially the conditions on the Western
Front.”

Saltford 

Open as usual
Keynsham 

Sun shines on festival finale

Stockwood 

Community festival

Warmley 
Radio
presenter to
open show

The Crown pub is open as usual, despite suffering some
damage when a car crashed into it.
The vehicle knocked over two pedestrians before hitting the pub
in the evening of Sunday 29th June. They were not seriously
injured and the driver was not hurt.
Some repair work has been carried out on the pub but the
damaged section remains boarded up outside.
The pub is keen to let people know it is trading as normal - and
that a children’s play area being built in the beer garden should
soon be open.

Anyone planning to take a holiday in this area could do worse
than check the dates of the Keynsham Music Festival before
they book. Yet again, Sunday in the park proved to be a warm,
sunny event which brought the crowds out in their thousands to
enjoy the music and the carnival atmosphere.

Stockwood Community Festival takes place this Saturday, 12th
July, from 1pm to 4pm at Christ the Servant Church.
There will be a free bouncy castle and free face painting, a
puppet show, stalls and a barbecue.

Warmley Flower Show,
which is taking place on
Saturday 2nd August, will
be officially opened by
BBC Radio Bristol
presenter Steve Yabsley.
The show will be held at
Warmley War Memorial
Hall and Community
Centre and this year will
be raising money for the
Children’s Hospice South
West.
Doors open at 2pm and
the official opening will be
at 2.30pm..
And a total of 18 special
awards are up for grabs,
including one from Siston
Parish Council for the best
kept local allotment.



A fundraising campaign to help a Kingswood boy to walk
has received a £1,000 boost from Tom’s Sunday Club at the
Royal British Legion in Staple Hill.
Six year-old Jaye Cook, a pupil at Two Mile Hill Primary School,
was born 10 weeks prematurely and diagnosed with cerebral
palsy at 18 months. 
He needs an operation to help him walk unaided but it is not

currently available on the NHS.
The latest indication is that the
operation and post-operative
care will cost as much as
£75,000. 
The club at the RBL, run by
Tom Gray, has been raising
money for local cerebral palsy
sufferers for the last 20 years
and in that time has given more
than 20 computers to
youngsters.

Firefighters from Avon Fire & Rescue Service have held various
events to raise money to help Jaye, including a challenge which

took place from 5th to 11th May at Cabot Circus in Bristol. A
total of 61 firefighters and two members of Cabot Circus staff
clocked up a total of 1,103 miles in a continuous relay on a
treadmill while dressed in full fire kit and wearing breathing
apparatus.
And on 12th July firefighters will be doing a double Everest
ladder climb at Cribbs Causeway from 11am to 7pm.
So far the firefighters’ kitty stands at more than £30,000.
To donate visit www.justgiving. com/jaye2walk

A church in St George has launched an
appeal to raise £1m for a new building that
aims to be at the hub of the community.
Crofts End Church has received planning
permission from Bristol City Council for the
new building in Crofts End Road.
And now the church has launched ‘1 in a
Million', a fundraising campaign to raise £1m
from across the world to augment its own
fundraising activities.
The website - www.1inamillion.org.uk – looks
at the church’s past, present and future in a
series of short films featuring the pastor Andrew Yelland.
The church’s roots go back to the late 19th century when
George Brown did open-air mission work on the streets of St
George. When he rented a house to run a Sunday school, over
70 children came along on the first day and it quickly expanded.
In 1907 a fund was established to build a mission hall and the
following year building work began, with people donating a
penny for a brick.
Built by local miners, it took four months to complete. In 1927 it
became part of Bristol City Mission Society and in 1961 the
foundation stone was laid for a large extension providing a new
modern building for the community to worship in.
But the building has not worn well and in 2007 it was discovered

that the supporting wooden beams were rotting. In 2009
members carried out renovation work themselves and worship
services moved back into the original hall in 2010 and since
then the church has grown in number, with a coffee house
called George’s open three days a week, providing a valuable
meeting place for the community.
Now the church is beginning a new chapter. The 1960s
structure will be demolished and a new community church built.
Just as people donated a penny per brick to build the mission
hall in the early 20th century, supporters are now being asked
to donate £1 – or more if they can - via the give.net link on the
website.
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£1000 boost to help Jaye to walk

St George 

Church launches £1m appeal
to build its new home

Jaye Cook

Tom Gray presents the cheque to Jaye’s parents
Melanie and Martin

Artist's impression of the new church
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Pre-season begins for
Keynsham Town FC

Football 

Footie bonanza at
Crown Fields

Cycling  

Pedalling to keep up with
Sophie’s achievements

Bowls 

Busy week for Frys

Scarcely will the final ball of the 2014 World Cup have been
kicked before Keynsham Town begin their preparations for the
2014-15 season.
The players have been back in training since the end of June
and the committee and manager Steve Cains are hopeful of a
much better start to this campaign than the one the club
experienced last season. 
Pre-season friendlies have been arranged. The Firsts are at

home to Frys on Tuesday 15th
July and there are also home
matches on Wednesday 30th
July (Reserves v Tytherington
Rocks), on Tuesday 5th August
(Firsts v Shirehampton)
and on Wednesday 6th August
(Reserves v Chew Magna).
All kick-offs are at 7.45pm and
people are encouraged to go
along to the AJN Stadium to
show their support.

Keynsham Town are holding a Football Bonanza this weekend
on Sunday 13th July.
The day will start at 10.30am with a match between local
charities Mencap and Butterflies-Haven, then at 11am there will
be an over-35s competition with many well-known local players.
At 2pm it will be Keynsham Ladies v Wolverhampton Ladies and
at 4.15pm Keynsham Town will take on City & Rovers’ Ex-
Professionals.
After the football there will be a race evening starting at 5.30pm,
followed by the World Cup Final being shown in the club.
Everyone is invited to come along and show their support. A bar
and barbecue will be available all day. Entry cost will be £1 for
adults (children free). 

Sudoku Solutions
1 6 4 8 7 2 9 5 3
8 2 9 4 3 5 6 7 1
7 3 5 9 6 1 2 4 8
4 8 3 7 5 9 1 6 2
2 5 1 6 8 4 7 3 9
6 9 7 1 2 3 4 8 5
9 1 8 5 4 7 3 2 6
3 4 6 2 1 8 5 9 7
5 7 2 3 9 6 8 1 4

3 2 7 1 6 5 8 4 9
9 1 5 7 8 4 6 2 3
8 4 6 3 2 9 1 7 5
2 9 4 5 1 6 7 3 8
5 7 8 4 9 3 2 6 1
1 6 3 2 7 8 9 5 4
7 3 9 8 5 2 4 1 6
4 8 1 6 3 7 5 9 2
6 5 2 9 4 1 3 8 7

2 -Hard1-Easy

Crossword Solution
B I O T E C H N O L O G Y
A G P E B D A

T Z A R O N A L L F O U R S
O E X R O U D

B O N S A I S Y N D R O M E
K E A G L A

S A L A D D A Y S N E O N
F E S

N O O N E V A N E S C E D
O R S I U T

U N S T A T E D M A R S H Y
S I A E E A I

B L O O D D O N O R T I C K
I R I C I I A
P R I V A T E S C H O O L

Sophie Taylor, from Wellsway School in Keynsham, a first year
under 16 cyclist, has scored some fantastic results recently. 
During June she qualified for the National Youth Omnium Final
at Welwyn Garden City on 13th July by finishing the south of
England series in third place overall.
She finished ninth at the youth national series road race at
Hillingdon and also raced alongside Pfeiffer Georgi and

Rebecca Raybould in Team Giant Halo. Together they won the
youth team pursuit and came second overall in the nationally
renowned team omnium youth championship at Herne Hill.  
Sophie has also been selected to represent the South of
England at the UK School Games later this year.   

Last Tuesday Frys travelled to BAC in the second round of the
City and County of Bristol Clarence Davy Competition. 
Although the night started evenly BAC moved to an 88-77
victory and advance to the third round. 
Then, on Thursday, Canford sitting two points above Frys in the
table were the visitors to Somerdale. After another even start,
this time Frys came away with eight points from the 55-48 win,
going above Canford and into third in the league. 

Sophie (right) finished in 3rd placeSophie (right) finished in 3rd place
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