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Kingswood 

Rugby club celebrates
diamond anniversary
1954 was the year that food rationing ended, the first
Wimpy restaurant opened and Roger Bannister ran the first
sub four-minute mile. Locally, it was also the year that
Kingswood Rugby Club saw first light of day.
Back then it was Kingswood Old Boys’ RFC, formed by ex-
pupils of Kingswood Grammar School (now King’s Oak
Academy) which had dropped football for the oval ball as its
sport of choice some years earlier. The first match of the
1954/55 season was against Old Elizabethans and over the
ensuing years the club expanded to the point where it turned
out three teams on a Saturday and was open to all comers, not
just former pupils.
In 1996, Kingswood RFC moved to a new home at Grimsbury
Road where a new clubhouse was built. Another major stage of

the club’s development started in 2009 when the decision was
made to start a junior section.  From very humble beginnings
that junior section, Kingswood Knights, now has 150 members.
This September will mark Kingswood RFC’s 60th season and
as an example of just how far the club has progressed in that
time, it will also see the debut of the club’s under 13 girls side.
As well as moving close to its spiritual home, just across the
road from the King’s Oak Academy, the club has formed more
tangible links by providing coaches for the school’s junior age
group teams.
The diamond jubilee will also present a lot of changes for the
club as it struggles to accommodate three senior sides and the
burgeoning junior section in facilities which have now reached
the end of their natural life cycle.  Discussions are taking place
with the Rugby Football Union and South Gloucestershire
Council over the club’s development needs and, as in most
amateur sports, the key issue is funding.
What is in no doubt however, is Kingswood RFC has been
embedded in the life of the local community for the last six

decades and with its reputation as one of the best social clubs
in the area, continues in that role today. If you want to find out
more, then the next opportunity is the Kingswood Knights’ open
day on Saturday 2nd August.
Any local businesses interested in sponsorship opportunities
are also welcome to get in touch at info@kingswoodrfc.co.uk

St George 

Campaigners set to
challenge Mayor again
Members of the St George Neighbourhood Action
Group (SNAG), set up to fight controversial traffic plans
for Crews Hole and Beaufort Road, are planning to
confront Bristol Mayor George Ferguson who has not
as yet kept his promise to meet with them.
The Mayor’s next public question time event is on
Wednesday 16th July at 7pm in City Hall and SNAG
representatives Freja Shamanka and Carmen Locke have
secured tickets.
At the question time held at the end of March, Mr Ferguson
publicly promised to meet the group.
Although campaigners have been told by local councillors
that the one-way system for Crews Hole has been shelved,
it has not actually been scrapped altogether. Proposals for
parts of Beaufort Road to be made one-way are going
ahead.
Ms Shamanka said: “This meeting was primarily about
securing assurances from him that the Crews Hole Road
one-way system would not simply be brushed under the
carpet and be pushed through at a later date when no one
was looking. Perhaps unsurprisingly, we have heard
absolutely nothing from the Mayor, or his office, despite our
open letter and his very public promise to meet with us. 
“We still demand that the Crews Hole one-way system be

scrapped, not simply 'shelved'. We would also like to raise
our own concerns about the effect the Beaufort Road one-
way system will have on Troopers Hill  and Crews Hole
Road, and as residents living in that area, we have every
right to do so. 
“Finally, we would like to talk to George about the more
general issues regarding cycling and public transport in
Bristol and about the council's democratic process, or lack
of it.”
Meanwhile more than 4,500 people have signed a petition
expressing “no confidence in Mayor Ferguson’s efforts to
severely restrict the use of cars in Bristol, potentially
compromising free movement and trade across the city”.

Kingswood Old Boys RFC in 1954
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