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Home Ground:  {ŀƛƴǘ aǳƴƎƻΩǎ tŀǊƪ 

Colours:   Black & Amber  

Club House:   The Grapes Hotel, Market Place, Aspatria. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Committee Details 2016 

President-   Mr. Stuart Miller 

Chairman-    Mr. Peter Thorndike 

Secretary-    Mr. Craig Hamilton 

Treasurer-    Mrs Joanne Tolson/Miss Jade Reynolds 

Welfare Officer-   Mr. Brian Crossman 

Head Coach-         Mr. Greg Rowley 

First Aider-   Miss. Paige Cass  

Club Captain-   Mr. Luke Johnson  

Fixtures Secretary-  Mr. Mike Hazlewood 

County Representative- Mr. Kevin Glendinning 

Membership Secretary- Mr. Philip Hetherington 

 

Members of the General Committee: 

Messrs. Mike Bain, Mally Barclay, Mark Brown, Cathryn Johnson, Algie Reynolds, Mike Storey, Barry Wilson 

 

Safeguarding:  

For any safeguarding concerns, please contact our Club Welfare Officer, Brian Crossman on 07828746200 or 

016973 45361 for guidance. 

 

Junior Hornets:  

For all junior rugby enquiries contact Mike Storey on 07980153140 

 

Club Address: 

Aspatria Hornets, c/o: The Grapes Hotel, Market Square, Aspatria, Cumbria. CA7 3HB 



 

 
Hello and welcome to Aspatria Hornets, we hope you find a warm reception off the pitch and some competitive 
rugby on it. 
 
2015 was a year of two halves in terms of playing results but the club as a whole continues to move in the right direction 

with the Junior Section making some superb progress. It is tough to keep the momentum of the club going, at times, with 

so many demands being made on players, coaches and committee members but it is testament to their dedication that 

Aspatria Hornets continues to do well and punch well above its weight in terms of the size of the town, player pool and 

geographical location on the periphery of the traditional rugby league-playing heartlands. 

 

Regarding the first XIII, it was again a season of missed opportunities. We actually made a strong start to the season, 

grinding out a tough 16-0 away win at Flimby on the opening day and training numbers were superb. We won 5 of our first 

7 games, losing in the league to Hensingham (which was played on the road at Silloth) and to Lowca a few days after we 

shocked Maryport, 45-22 in the Amateur Cup. This result against Maryport was perhaps the highlight of the season for 

me. May and June were superb, with the team winning 7 out of 8 games. However, the one defeat being an 88-10 

thrashing at the hands of a very capable Seaton Rangers team. July saw defeats by Glasson (22-16 in a cup semi-final) and 

a Cumbria Shield defeat to Ellenborough by 48-32. August again saw us win 4 from 5 games but the defeat was against 

Flimby and this was a turning point in the season I felt. The game was almost won and a late collapse meant that Flimby 

won. The season ended with wins against Clifton, Egremont and Kells but a heavy defeat 76-16 to Ellenborough. A tough 

end to a generally productive season. 

 

The Masters continue to fly the flag for the more mature rugbyman and played several fixtures last season and will go into 

2016 with Mike Bain at the helm, taking the baton from Algie Reynolds who has done a superb job for the last few years. 

The Junior Section is progressing well and Mike Storey deserves a special mention here. He does an excellent job and his 

patience and approach with the children is impressive and these seedlings will develop into mighty oaks representing the 

first XIII in the years to come. 

 

It is customary at this point to extend my thanks to my colleagues on the committee. It has always been my view that we 

have one of, if not the best committees in the league and we must continue to ensure that this is the case. I invite anyone, 

regardless of experience, to get involved. We are always on the lookout for volunteers as running a rugby club is no easy 

task. 

 

We say a couple of farewells at this point in the report; firstly Mike Hazlewood moves from his coaching position to a 

committee role after several very effective years as Head Coach. Along with Paul Southward, the duo led the team 

forward to achieve some very good results and into two finals. Mike always had the best interests of the club and players 

at heart and it was this passionate approach that I will remember him most for. We also pay tribute to Paul Southward 

who I felt really grew into coaching and will develop into a very good coach in his own right should he chose to stay in the 

game. We also bid adieu to Caroline Hamilton after a 6 year stint as Treasurer.  

 

Regarding the playing staff, we bid farewell to Craig Hamilton. Luke Johnson continues to lead both the appearance and 

points tables with 957 points by the end of last season in 105 appearances, a return of 9.11 points per game. Gary 

Harrison, Ken Bowes and Darryl and {ǘǳŀǊǘ /ǊŜƛƎƘǘƻƴ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ΨрлΩ ŎƭǳōΦ  I also congratulate Paul Southward on 

representing BARLA Veterans in the Netherlands last summer- well done Mooper! 

 

As ever, I extend our sincere thanks to our sponsors, large and small and especially to Neil and Jean and their staff in The 

Grapes Hotel. Their long standing hospitality towards the club is very much appreciated and it cannot be overstated how 

much easier they make running the club. 

 

Peter Thorndike  

Chairman, Aspatria Hornets RLFC 

/ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ ŦƻǊ нлмр 



 

 

 
First club action day achieves all its goals 
 
Sunday saw the first Aspatria Hornets 'Engage with you Club' day as a good number of committee members, players 
and volunteers from the town's two football teams, Aspatria FC and Sun Inn FC, came together to give the changing 
rooms in Saint Mungo's Park a much needed make-over. 

   
An early start was in order as project manager, Algie Reynolds organised men and materials and the site was soon 
thronging with activity (and the sound of Mark Brown's Thin Lizzy Greatest Hits CD). The changing rooms benefitted 
from being re-painted throughout, having the showers deep cleaned and also from a good sort out of the equipment 
cupboard. 
 
As mentioned earlier, the Hornets were joined by their counterparts from Aspatria FC and Sun Inn FC and the 
venerable duo of David Creighton and Trevor Bell were on hand as was Mel Scott who took charge of the bacon 
sandwich/coffee/tea provision. Their help was very much appreciated. 
 
After a feverish few hours and the input of around 20 men and women, the changing rooms looked back to their 
former glory and there was satisfaction at a good job done. 
 
A special mention and thanks must go to Travis Perkins (Workington) and Mark Ridley in particular for their support 
in this venture as they very kindly donated paint and painting equipment.  

   
Same time next year? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Engage with your Club 2015 



 

 

The Masters section of the club continues to 

make progress but last season was quite a 

struggle at times due to player availability 

and the relative lack of local opposition apart 

from West Cumbria Masters. However a 

couple of fixtures were played but the season 

had the shine taken off it after Mike Nicholson 

sustained a badly broken leg whilst playing at the 

Recreation Ground at Whitehaven. Happily, Mike is now well on 

the mend and we all wish him well. 

 

As mentioned last year, the Masters section is vital in making sure 

that Aspatria Hornets is not just a team but a club. The more 

people we can involve in our club and in rugby league, the better. 

That said, if you are interested in playing Masters Rugby, please 

contact Mike Bain on 07818533977. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IƻǊƴŜǘǎΩ ƭƻƴƎ-serving hooker, Andrew Wilson was the club representative at the launch night for the Iggesund 

Cumberland League back in February and here he is looking sharp in the Aspatria away strip, sponsored by Sealy UK. 

Sealy have been a staunch supporter of the club since its reformation and we thank them for their support. 

 

The composition of the league has changed since last year with champions, Ellenborough and runners-up, 

Hensingham making the step-ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ǳƳōǊƛŀ aŜƴΩǎ [ŜŀƎǳŜ ŀƴŘ {Ŝŀǘon and Hensingham entering 2nd XIIIs into 

the league. This leaves nine teams in our league and, as always, it is sure to be a tough league campaign. 

 

 

 

Iggesund Cumberland League Launch Night 

Aspatria Masters- pass the WD40! 



 

 

 

Under the watchful guidance of Mike Storey and his assistant, Charlotte Graham, the junior section continues to 

make some giant leaps forward. Last season the teams playing in a full schedule of festivals and one or two friendly 

games. The standard of the rugby played improved steadily as the season progressed and it is extremely heartening 

to see the enjoyment and satisfaction the children get from playing rugby league 

 

For many children Primary Rugby League is their first sporting experience, so ensuring these experiences are positive 

for them is vital. This the first step to a lifelong involvement with sport and physical activity. We are always on the 

lookout for new players (currently Under 7s, 8s and 9s) and also for volunteers so if you have children who want to 

play or you want to become involved yourself, please get in touch. For contact details, see the information page at 

the start of this programme. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Primary Rugby- Putting down some roots 



 

 

AS A SPECTATOR 

¶ Always refrain from using foul or offensive language to any player, coach, referee, touch 
judge, official or other spectator 

¶ Refrain from indulging in loutish behaviour. 

¶ Never, unless authorised by the Touchline Manager, enter the Field of Play during the 
course of a match. 

¶ Always accept the decision of the match officials. 

¶ Never assault or act aggressively to any person(s). 

¶ Always adhere to behaviour standards outlined in this Code of Conduct and of the spirit 
of the game. 

¶ Never  behave in a way which disturbs the enjoyment of the match by any other 
person(s), or brings discredit to the home club, the league and/or the game of rugby 
league;  

¶ Always refrain from acting in such a way as to exhibit intolerance towards individuals or 
groups, due to their gender, age, race, disability, religion, faith, sexual orientation or any 
other visible or non-visible difference, either by language or other conduct, to any other 
person(s). 

AS A PLAYER 

¶ Be a good sport. Respect all good play whether from your team or the opposition and 
shake hands with and thank the opposition players and officials after the game win, lose 
or draw.  

¶ Participate for your own enjoyment and benefit. Make every effort to develop your own 
abilities.   

¶ !ƭǿŀȅǎ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǘŎƘ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭΩǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴΦ  

¶ Make every effort to be consistent with Fair Play and the Laws of the Game. Never get 
involved foul play.  

¶ Honour both the spirit and letter of the competition rules and live up to the highest 
ideals of ethics and sportsmanship; avoid gamesmanship and respect the traditions of 
the game.  

¶ Never engage in disrespectful conduct of any sort including swearing, obscene gestures, 
offensive remarks, taunting or other actions that are demeaning to other players, 
officials or supporters. Treat others as you would like to be treated.  

¶ Care for and respect the facilities and equipment made available to you during training 
and competition.  

¶ {ŀŦŜƎǳŀǊŘ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΤ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǳǎŜ ŀƴȅ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭ ƻǊ ǳƴƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ substances.  

¶ Recognise that many officials, coaches and match officials are volunteers who give up 
their time to provide their services. Treat them with the utmost respect. Remember, 
without them you do not have a game.  

Do not bet or otherwise financially speculate, directly or indirectly, on the outcome or any other 

aspect of a rugby league match or competition in which you are involved 
 

 

 

Aspatria Hornets backs the RESPECT agenda 



 

 

 

 


