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Chairman’s Message 2013 

 

A warm welcome to visitors, old and new, as we embark on the 2013 Rugby League season; it seems like last season 

passed by in the blink of an eye. This season is, again, one of innovation for the Cumberland Rugby League with the 

advent of the Cumbria Men’s League and the Iggesund Cumberland League becoming the single Cumberland based 

competition. It has to be said that this is a positive step for the game in Cumbria as a whole. The Cumbria League will 

provide an intensely contested competition for the higher level clubs and the rejuvenated Cumberland League will 

mean that clubs get a better quality league with closer games and fewer matches conceded or having ‘blow-out’ 

scores. This, coupled with the successful transition to summer rugby, augurs well for the long term health of the 

game in our part of the world. 

Last season was another part in our learning curve here at Aspatria; a slow start meant that we were chasing the 

coat tails of our nearest rivals but a change at the helm, with Mike Hazlewood taking over, meant that we made 

some big strides forward. Ultimately we finished third in the league behind Clifton Lions and eventual league 

champions, Flimby. This was a good achievement and we were disappointed to go out of the Top 5 Play-Offs in the 

semi-final stage to Kells (who incidentally went on to win the final). We also had a superb result in the Cumberland 

Cup against Seaton Rangers when we produced perhaps the performance of the season. Having said that, the Top 5 

extra-time classic against Ellenborough would probably rival the Seaton game in terms of excitement, nerves, 

physicality and skill. It was a magnificent advertisement for rugby league at community level. 

A factor that has remained constant since our reformation in 2010 is the unwavering and staunch support we receive 

from our supporters. The crowd that descended on Bower Park for the Top 5 game versus Kells was breathtaking 

and, on behalf of the club, I would like to thank our fans for their backing. Equally, we continue to receive fabulous 

backing from all our sponsors, both large and small. As I said last year in my programme notes, community rugby 

clubs such as Aspatria Hornets could not survive without this vital lifeline. 

Other clubs often comment on the hospitable welcome they find on their visits to Aspatria, as do many match 

officials. We are rightly proud of the respectful nature of our fans but in order to maintain this high standard, could I 

ask you to read the RFL’s RESPECT agenda, which is set out later in this programme. We are a family club and wish to 

remain so. 

Finally, I ask fans to bear with us this season as we find ourselves being rather ‘nomadic’ as our usual pitch at Saint 

Mungo’s Park may well be inaccessible this season due to deterioration in the quality of the playing surface over the 

winter. However, I am sure that wherever we play, we will be able to count on you! 

Yours in sport, 

 

Algie Reynolds 

 

Chairman 

 

 

 



HORNETS IN THE COMMUNITY 

Making a difference! 

 

Aspatria Hornets and Cumbrian Food Direct joined forces in December to spread some Christmas 

cheer amongst the residents of Park Lodge Residential Home. The two organisations teamed up to 

donate two Christmas hampers to help them celebrate their first Christmas since winning their 

battle to keep the home open when it was threatened with closure by the county council. 

Aspatria Club Welfare Officer, Henry Crossman, club captain, Paul Cuthell and Liam Hetherington 

were on hand from the Hornets and were joined by Nigel Ellis, General of Cumbrian Food Direct 

for the presentation. 

Henry said ‘we thought that it would be a nice gesture to give something back as we know how 

important it is for the town that Park Lodge remained open. We were proud to help in the fight to 

keep the home open and we hope this small gesture will make this Christmas extra-special.’ 

Nigel Ellis, of Cumbrian Food Direct added ‘we were delighted to join forces with Aspatria Hornets 

for such a worthy cause. We are a local social enterprise business and our ethics are all about 

supporting local businesses and local people.’ 

 

 



PRESENTATION NIGHT 2012- Celebrating Success 

  

  

  

  
 

The club celebrated the 2012 season at the annual Awards Evening in November 

and we were delighted to welcome Ewan Dowes as our guest of honour for the 

event. Ewan is one of the most successful rugby league players to come out of 

Cumbria in recent times and we were very grateful that he gave up his time to 

come and attend. 

 

 

 

Players’ Player of the Year 

2013 

Stuart Miller 

Prop Forward 

Player of the Year  

2013 

 

Allen Douglas 

 

Loose Forward Top Try Scorer 

 2013 

 

Mark Irwin 

 

Centre 

Man of Steel Award 

 2013 

 

Paul Cuthell 

 

Utility Forward Sponsors’ Player of the Year 

2013 

Ken Bowes 

Full Back 

Young Player of the Year 

2013 

Luke Crossman 

Centre/Utility Forward 

Clubman of the Year  

2013 

 

Henry Crossman 

 

Club Welfare Officer/ 

Junior Development 

Most Improved Player  

2013 

 

Gary Harrison 

 

Second Row 



ASPATRIA HORNETS RLFC SUPPORTS THE 

RFL’S RESPECT AGENDA 

 
AS A SPECTATOR 

 Always refrain from using foul or offensive language to any player, coach, referee, touch 
judge, official or other spectator 

 Refrain from indulging in loutish behaviour. 

 Never, unless authorised by the Touchline Manager, enter the Field of Play during the 
course of a match. 

 Always accept the decision of the match officials. 

 Never assault or act aggressively to any person(s). 

 Always adhere to behaviour standards outlined in this Code of Conduct and of the spirit 
of the game. 

 Never  behave in a way which disturbs the enjoyment of the match by any other 
person(s), or brings discredit to the home club, the league and/or the game of rugby 
league;  

 Always refrain from acting in such a way as to exhibit intolerance towards individuals or 
groups, due to their gender, age, race, disability, religion, faith, sexual orientation or any 
other visible or non visible difference, either by language or other conduct, to any other 
person(s). 

AS A PLAYER 

 Be a good sport. Respect all good play whether from your team or the opposition and 
shake hands with and thank the opposition players and officials after the game win, lose 
or draw.  

 Participate for your own enjoyment and benefit. Make every effort to develop your own 
abilities.   

 Always respect the match official’s decision.  

 Make every effort to be consistent with Fair Play and the Laws of the Game. Never get 
involved foul play.  

 Honour both the spirit and letter of the competition rules and live up to the highest 
ideals of ethics and sportsmanship; avoid gamesmanship and respect the traditions of 
the game.  

 Never engage in disrespectful conduct of any sort including swearing, obscene gestures, 
offensive remarks, taunting or other actions that are demeaning to other players, 
officials or supporters. Treat others as you would like to be treated.  

 Care for and respect the facilities and equipment made available to you during training 
and competition.  

 Safeguard your health; don’t use any illegal or unhealthy substances.  

 Recognise that many officials, coaches and match officials are volunteers who give up 
their time to provide their services. Treat them with the utmost respect. Remember, 
without them you do not have a game.  

Do not bet or otherwise financially speculate, directly or indirectly, on the outcome or any other 

aspect of a rugby league match or competition in which you are involved 



Mike’s Musings  

After taking the helm mid-season last year, my experience 

with Aspatria Hornets has been amazing. Last year was a very 

successful campaign with a third place finish and a major cup 

scalp in that of Seaton Rangers. This sets a high benchmark for 

the up and coming year, one that I am very excited and proud 

to be involved in.  

I have seen the club evolve dramatically in the last 24 months since our reformation, 

from a raw ‘are we doing it right?’ attitude to a very well oiled, almost professional 

work ethic. This attitude, which runs through the clubs veins, brings added pressure 

to me as Head Coach to mirror this at a playing level and results are all that matter (at 

least to certain members of the rugby league community!). This, along with the long 

term future of the club, is at the forefront of my mind. I have huge enthusiasm and 

expectations of what the 2013 season will bring the Hornets and I have no doubt that 

the younger members of the squad who will be heavily involved this season will, with 

the help of a vastly experienced group of senior players, step up to the mark and take 

the Hornets to the next level on the playing field. 

This season we embark on a new 

and refurbished Cumberland 

League with new opponents on the 

horizon, a more competitive higher 

standard of rugby league awaits us 

and we are relishing the challenge 

at all levels. I have no doubt with 

the team and backroom staff we 

have in place that we can compete 

and succeed in the league and the 

looming cup competitions this year. Resulting in silverware winging its way back to 

Aspatria, rewarding the tremendous effort given by all involved in the club, from the 

kit-man to the hardcore home (and away!) fans. 

#upthehornets! 

Mike Hazlewood. 

 



Aspatria Hornets Rugby 9s 
August 2012 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The first Aspatria Hornets Rugby 9s tournament sponsored by VNS took place on Saturday at Aspatria RUFC 

was a resounding success. Twelve teams took to the pitch to battle it out for the chance to win a Canterbury 

playing kit donated by Hornets kit suppliers, Canterbury Newcastle. 

Despite a damp start to the day a large number of spectators made their way to the event and were treated 

to some physical exchanges in the opening group games. It was not clear from the outset as to who the 

favourites for the cup might be as a good number of teams looked to be equally matched. 

 The hosts, Aspatria Hornets looked as though they might pull off a shock win against a useful Distington 

outfit but were pipped 12-6 with Distington scoring in the final second of the pool game. Seaton also had a 

winning start overcoming Maryport 16-6. A youthful Wigan St Pats team also had a great start beating 

Salterbeck Storm, who were late entrants into the competition, 10-0. Seaton then recorded a second victory 

overcoming the challenge of Wath Brow 18-6. Ellenborough beat town rivals, Maryport 8-4 in Group A to give 

them two wins from two. Wigan St Pats beat highly fancied Distington 10-8 in Group C.  Elbra then underlined 

their intent by routing Seaton 16-0 in a feisty affair with both teams reduced to 8 men after a both players 

were yellow carded. Aspatria Hornets beat Salterbeck 30-0 in a comprehensive win that gave them plenty 

confidence ahead of the knock-out stages. 

As the weather warmed up so did the action; Aspatria RUFC and Glasson battled out a 4-4 draw with no 

quarter being given in a physical encounter. Glasson and Aspatria also recorded wins over Clifton Lions. 

Ellenborough Rangers defeated Wath Brow 8-0 in their opening pool game and were looking like they could 

challenge for some honours in the knock-out stages. The Hornets blew a good chance to qualify for the cup 

when they let slip a lead against Wigan St Pats to lose 8-4 

After the group games the teams were split, based on their performance, into the cup and plate 

competitions. In an enthralling qualifier for the cup semi-final, Glasson and Distington could not be separated 

after normal time so the two sides went to golden try extra-time and the village side broke the deadlock to 

move into the cup semis winning 18-14. In the plate semi-finals, Aspatria Hornets brushed aside the challenge 

of Division Two rivals Clifton 22-0 and Seaton moved into the final with a 29-10 victory over Salterbeck.  

Back in the cup, Aspatria RUFC took on rugby league royalty in Wigan St Pats, albeit their Under-17s and 

came away with a narrow 10-6 victory that took them into the cup final and a chance to upset all the odds 

and claim the spoils in a rugby league tournament.  In the other cup semi-final Distington played 

Ellenborough and in an enthralling match the Distington side just edged it 6-4 with only a conversion 

separating the two teams. This meant that Distington took on Aspatria RUFC in the cup final and Seaton 

meeting Aspatria Hornets in the plate final. Sadly for Aspatria, both teams were vanquished by West 

Cumbrian opposition. 

Seaton claimed a deserved victory over Aspatria with a 20-6 victory and in the M&A Cleaning Services 

Intermediate Cup final. Meanwhile Distington proved too strong for the Black-Reds winning the Abram & 

Clark Prestige Cup final 24-12 and claiming the first prize of a Canterbury of New Zealand rugby kit. 

 Abram & Clark 

M&A Cleaning Services 



2012 in Pictures 



2012 in Pictures 



Aspatria Hornets’ First International Tourist-  
Kevin Hetherington 

 
Aspatria Hornets gained their first representative honours since their reformation 
in 2010 when veteran stand-off, Kevin Hetherington was selected to make the trip 
to Dubai with the BARLA Bulldogs Over-35s squad.  
 

‘Our’ Kevin jetted off to the sunnier climes of the Middle East last November while the rest of us 
shivered to rub shoulders with some famous names at the famous Dubai 7s competition. The team 
played in the group stages first and defeated all comers. They first vanquished the South Africa 
Vets 26-0, then defeated the Malta Marauders 47-7 and narrowly saw off the challenge of Lagos 
Racing Vets 19-15. 
 
The best was yet to come, however, as the BARLA boys set up a 
mouth-watering clash with the Joining Jack team. For those who 
are unfamiliar with Joining Jack, it is a charity set up by former 
Wigan player, Andy Johnson after he and his wife discovered 
that their son, Jack had Duchene Muscular Dystrophy. Their aim 
is to raise awareness and help find a cure for this terrible illness. 
The Joining Jack team was comprised of rugby league royalty and 
included such names as Jason Robinson, Kris Radlinski, Sean 
Long, Gary Connolly, Martin Offiah, Steve Hampson, BJ Mather, 
Dennis Betts, Mick Cassidy, Paul Sculthorpe, Stephen Blakely, Adrian Morley and Brian Carney. To 
further enhance their standing they had recruited Tour de France and Olympic gold medal winner, 
Bradley Wiggins as their water boy.  
 
Despite the size of the task, the Bulldogs were narrowly beaten 15-5 in a gritty contest. Indeed, Sky 
Sports showed highlights of the game during their ‘Boots and All’ programme and we were treated 
to some action shots of Kev showing a delightful evasion skills when Adrian Morley came along to 
clean out a ruck! 
 
 On a serious note, we are all very proud of his achievements and he can take great satisfaction in 
knowing that his shirt will be the first international jersey to be displayed in our club. It will 
hopefully be the first of many as we try and make Aspatria Hornets a bastion of rugby league. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



FIXTURES FOR 2013 SEASON- IGGESUND CUMBERLAND LEAGUE 

Home games in BOLD. All games kick-off at 2.30pm, however please be aware of changes.  

Date Opponent 

Saturday, 9rd March Bye 

Saturday, 16th March Lowca 

Saturday, 23rd March Kells 

Saturday, 30th March Lowca 

Saturday, 6th April Flimby (Amateur Cup) 

Saturday 13th April Ellenborough A 

Saturday 20th April Seaton Rangers (Amateur Cup) 

Saturday 27th April Egremont 

Saturday 4th May Clifton (Cumberland Cup) 

Saturday 11th May Salterbeck 

Friday 17th May Maryport A 

Saturday 25th May Cup/Rearranged Fixtures 

Saturday 1st June Ellenborough 

Saturday 8th June Cup/Rearranged Fixtures 

Saturday 15th June Hensingham 

Saturday 22nd June Cup Fixtures 

Saturday 29th June Flimby 

Saturday 6th July Cup Fixtures 

Saturday 13th July Clifton 

Saturday 20th July Cup/Rearranged Fixtures 

Friday 26th July Maryport A 

Saturday 3rd August Cup/Rearranged Fixtures 

Saturday 10th August Egremont 

Saturday 17th August Cup Fixtures 

Saturday 24th August- CHALLENGE CUP FINAL 

Friday 30th August Ellenborough A 

Saturday 7th September Flimby 

Saturday  14th September Clifton 

Saturday 21st September Salterbeck 

Saturday 28th September Kells 

Saturday 12th October Ellenborough 

Saturday 19th October Hensingham 

Saturday 2nd November- TOP 4 PLAY-OFF 
Semi-Final 1: Team 1 vs Team 4 
Semi-Final 2: Team 2 vs Team 3 


