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Chairman’s Message for 2015
A very warm welcome to visitors, old and new, to Aspatria Hornets. We hope that you enjoy your day with us. Amateur rugby is all about a
hard fought game on the pitch and warm hospitality afterwards. I hope you find both on offer here.
2014 was another very productive year for the club and it has been heartening to see the club develop from just a senior men’s team to a
‘proper’ club with the Masters Section going from strength to strength and the Junior Section completing their first season of competition
against other clubs. It is imperative, in my view that the club continues to expand and develop as when one considers the ‘elite’ amateur clubs
in the county, Wath Brow, Kells etc., they all have one thing in common: junior development and teams across the spectrum. Therefore it is no
coincidence that they are successful and that their respective ‘production lines’ continue to churn out rugby league players thus safeguarding
the future of their club. Mike Storey, therefore, was a very worthy winner of the Clubman of the Year award for his sterling work with the
juniors. However, a note of caution; in order for this section of the club to continue to expand, volunteers are essential and I urge anyone who
may be interested to get in touch.
The Masters also continued to break new ground with seven Hornets selected in the Cumbria team that played a President’s XIII at Penrith in
November. An added honour was that Aspatria’s Dale Semple was named captain. Algie Reynolds has been the driving force behind this along
with Henry Crossman and their work in keeping the more mature player involved in the club should be applauded. As I mentioned last year, it
is imperative that we keep ex-players involved in the sport. Too many simply drift away and their knowledge and experience is lost.
Regarding the first XIII, it was a case of so near yet so far. A slow start meant that our rivals had a head start on us but an excellent response
ensued and the team won 8 games in a row at one point in the season to haul themselves back into title contention. Ultimately a home defeat
against Hensingham, when the game was basically won at half-time and lost in a second half horror show and an away defeat to Ellenborough
meant that we finished third just behind ‘Elbra’. This meant that we travelled to Solway Park in the semi-final of the Top 4 play-off. Lacking a
few regulars due to injury, the old warhorse himself, Stuart Miller, dusted off the boots to answer the call to arms but ultimately the game was
lost as Aspatria were pipped 22-20. A notable point to raise is that the first XIII gained their first win against Kells since our reformation; it was
nice to get that particular monkey off our back but there was a sense of déjà-vu in the Cumberland Cup defeat against Maryport. It was the
worst defeat of the season, 74-10. To add injury to insult, promising young full-back, Guy Reed sustained a badly broken arm in the game and
missed the best part of the season.
Several players were selected for the Cumberland League Select XIII to face the Great Britain Police team. Mark Irwin, Luke Johnson, Scott
Donald, Ken Bowes and both Creighton brothers were in the squad. Additional kudos was that Irwin was named captain and Mike Hazlewood
was named Head Coach. However, there was disappointment when news arrived that there had been a mix-up with the dates and the game
was cancelled. The Cumberland XIII was actually stripped, warmed-up and on the pitch when the news arrived. This was a huge let down and
what should have been a proud day for the ‘second tier’ clubs was spoiled totally. A date was mooted for later in the year but nothing came of
it.
I must, at this point, extend my thanks to my colleagues on the committee. The committee have, as always, ensured that the club is one of, if
not the best run club in our division. It is essential that we try and strengthen the committee in order that we broaden our experience and
skills base and share the work equally. I must also mention our sponsors, both big and small, and extend my heartfelt thanks to them as
without their support it would not be possible to run the club. Their support and goodwill is invaluable.
On the playing roster, we bid adieu to Bobby Benson (transfer to Glasson) and Stewart Reynolds (retired) but on the other hand we now have
a core of young players emerging who, lest they drift apart, should lead the club forward for the next decade or so. Luke Johnson continues to
lead both the attendance and points tables with 695 by the end of last season in 82 appearances, a return of 8.48 points per game. Paul
Southward, Ryan Little, Scott McMaster, Richard Holliday and Craig Hamilton joined the ‘50’ club. We also see the end of Mark Ashworth’s
tenure as Club Physiotherapist. ‘Totty’ has given the club four years’ service and is stepping down due to personal commitments. All at the club
thank him and wish him well. Stuart Creighton was appointed Social Secretary and Scott McMaster was nominated as his deputy.
I must thank Mike Hazlewood for another year at the helm of the club. Coaching is not an easy business but Mike has grown steadily into the
role and, with the assistance of Paul Southward, he has ensured the team is moving in the right direction.
Finally, I extend our sincere thanks to Neil and Jean and their staff in The Grapes Hotel. They put a roof over our heads and feed us after games
and make us feel very welcome indeed.

Peter Thorndike
Chairman, Aspatria Hornets RLFC

Pre-Season 2015- Hornets’ Lakeland Adventure
In keeping with last year’s pre-season, the
coaching team endeavoured to keep
training varied in a bid to keep the players
motivated and interested. Thus following
the success of last year’s Beach Safari, a
training event in the Lake District was
organised to give the squad a chance to test
their fitness, determination and team-work
skills.
Under the leadership of qualified Mountain
Leader, Barry Pearson, 10 brave souls met
up on a foggy and cold Sunday morning on
8th February to make the short car journey
to Skiddaw. The weather was decidedly
wintery and visibility was poor owing to
thick fog. Indeed, some were starting to
question the logic of scaling a mountain in such conditions.
However, after a short but intense first stage of the climb, a wonderful sight emerged; a cloud inversion. Conditions
above the low-lying cloud were superb and the sun shone on the intrepid band of Hornets. The optimism was short
lived though as Scott Donald had his own ‘Captain Oates’ moment and declared he could not continue with the
ascent. This was due to a combination of altitude sickness and a raging hangover and he retired to the car.
Undaunted, the rest of the group ploughed on and soon reached the snow-line whereupon conditions became
treacherous.
The final ascent to the top was hair-raising for some of the less reckless members of the party as there was a thick
covering of ice and snow but the
reward was in sight and it was with
some relief that they reached the top.
After a brief rest, the group descended
the peak and headed back to the car.
At the end, all who had participated
knew that it has been a tough workout
and that it was sure to be of value
come the start of the season. The
group stuck together and this will
hopefully be carried into game
situations.
Barry Pearson was a very good leader
and all at the club thank him for having
given up his time to lead the
expedition.

Annual Park Lodge Christmas Visit
As with previous years, Aspatria Hornets rallied
to a local cause close to their hearts and
donated a hamper to the residents of Park
Lodge Residential Home.
The Hornets were involved in the campaign to
save the home from closure several years ago
and continued their Christmas tradition of
sending a present to the home.
On hand to present the hamper was Aspatria
stalwart, Richard Holliday and he was ably
assisted by his two children, Ellis and Eden. Ellis
is a keen member of the Hornets’ Under 7s
team and Eden is never far away on match
days.
Richard said: ‘It is nice to be able to support
local causes, especially at this time of year. We
have strong support in the town and we want to give something back. We hope that all the residents enjoy the
contents of the hamper’.

Iggesund Cumberland League Launch Event

Scott McMaster was the Aspatria representative at the first ever official launch of the new Iggesund Cumberland
League season which was held at Derwent Park (aka Zebra Claims Stadium) on Friday 6th February. He was joined by
players from the other 9 teams in the league to promote the 2015 campaign.

Aspatria Masters- Still Game!

The Masters section of the club continues to make progress and it is very heartening indeed to see former greats of
the club staying involved. The Masters played several games and festivals in 2014 and gave a good account of
themselves in all the fixtures they played in- including a game against the 1st XIII (see photographs). Algie Reynolds
has been prominent on the Masters scene, not just within the club but also at county level and he and 6 others from
Aspatria were selected for the Cumbria squad late in 2014. Cumbria played against a President’s XIII at Penrith and,
in total, seven Aspatria men were picked. They were: Algie Reynolds, Peter Thorndike, Andrew Berwick, Barrie
Donald, Mike Nicholson, Stuart Miller and Dale Semple. Semple was also named Captain for the day. Sources close to
the camp informed us that the Cumbria team were hard done by, with some crucial refereeing decisions going
against them.
Like the Chairman mentions in his programme notes, the Masters section is vital in making sure that Aspatria
Hornets is not just a team but a club. The more people we can involve in our club and in rugby league, the better.
That said, if you are interested in playing Masters Rugby, please contact Algie Reynolds on 07787431179.

Primary Rugby- Little acorns, mighty oaks
The Primary Rugby section of the club made their bow in competitive rugby last year when they entered the West
Cumbria League and played a series of festivals around the county. Under the expert guidance of Head Coach, Mike
Story (and with the assistance of Charlotte Graham) the team played some good rugby and gained some valuable
experience. It has been extremely satisfying to see the progress that the players have made and the long-term aim of
junior development is to ensure that there is a steady flow of new blood into the first team. Who knows, in ten or
eleven years some of our Under 7s may well be playing first team rugby.
However, that said, for many children Primary Rugby League is their first sporting experience, so ensuring these
experiences are right for them is vital. This the first step to a lifelong involvement with sport and physical activity.
We are always on the lookout for new players (currently Under 7s and 8s) and also for volunteers so if you have
children who want to play or you want to become involved yourself, please get in touch. For contact details, see the
information page at the start of this programme.

Aspatria Hornets backs the RESPECT agenda
AS A SPECTATOR
 Always refrain from using foul or offensive language to any player, coach, referee, touch
judge, official or other spectator
 Refrain from indulging in loutish behaviour.
 Never, unless authorised by the Touchline Manager, enter the Field of Play during the
course of a match.
 Always accept the decision of the match officials.
 Never assault or act aggressively to any person(s).
 Always adhere to behaviour standards outlined in this Code of Conduct and of the spirit
of the game.
 Never behave in a way which disturbs the enjoyment of the match by any other
person(s), or brings discredit to the home club, the league and/or the game of rugby
league;
 Always refrain from acting in such a way as to exhibit intolerance towards individuals or
groups, due to their gender, age, race, disability, religion, faith, sexual orientation or any
other visible or non-visible difference, either by language or other conduct, to any other
person(s).
AS A PLAYER
 Be a good sport. Respect all good play whether from your team or the opposition and
shake hands with and thank the opposition players and officials after the game win, lose
or draw.
 Participate for your own enjoyment and benefit. Make every effort to develop your own
abilities.
 Always respect the match official’s decision.
 Make every effort to be consistent with Fair Play and the Laws of the Game. Never get
involved foul play.
 Honour both the spirit and letter of the competition rules and live up to the highest
ideals of ethics and sportsmanship; avoid gamesmanship and respect the traditions of
the game.
 Never engage in disrespectful conduct of any sort including swearing, obscene gestures,
offensive remarks, taunting or other actions that are demeaning to other players,
officials or supporters. Treat others as you would like to be treated.
 Care for and respect the facilities and equipment made available to you during training
and competition.
 Safeguard your health; don’t use any illegal or unhealthy substances.
 Recognise that many officials, coaches and match officials are volunteers who give up
their time to provide their services. Treat them with the utmost respect. Remember,
without them you do not have a game.
Do not bet or otherwise financially speculate, directly or indirectly, on the outcome or any other
aspect of a rugby league match or competition in which you are involved

Welcome to D Tolson & Sons.
Established in 1970 and with over 40 years of
experience in the surfacing trade, we have the
expertise to provide high quality machine laid
tarmacadam to the domestic, commercial and
industrial sectors. From public road surfacing to
private driveways, we have the facilities to carry out
large and small surfacing contracts.
We also hire our planing equipment for tarmac removal. Please don't hesitate to contact us
for your free quote and expert advice about potential surfacing solutions to meet your
requirements.

What does D Tolson & Sons have to offer you?
Machine laid tarmacadam
 Planing hire
 Kerb construction
 Minor road work
Domestic, commercial & industrial services
 Environment Agency approved
 High quality results
 Free quotes & advice




Our tarmac services are available in the following areas:




Cumbria
South Scotland
North Lancashire

Contact Us:
Telephone:
Fax:
Email:
Website:

016973 71435
016973 71898
enquiries@tolsontarmac.co.uk
http://www.tolsontarmac.co.uk/

Awards Evening 2014- Recognising Excellence
Ex-Wigan, Saint Helens and Great Britain legend, Gary Connolly joined Aspatria Hornets in October at the club’s
annual Awards Evening. A very healthy number of players, fans, family members and friends attended and helped us
celebrate another successful season. Coach Mike Hazlewood spoke of the progress made by the club this year, and
despite missing out on a final, was upbeat. He underlined the development of the club as a whole, rather than just
the senior team, and paid tribute to fans, players, sponsors and to the players’ families. Junior development is a key
target for Aspatria and the Under 7s have completed their first competitive season. It was perhaps fitting then that
junior coach, Mike Storey won the Clubman of the Year award. Mike Bain was awarded a pair of boxing gloves after
his (unsuccessful) attempt to take on the entire Ellenborough Rangers team earlier in the season.
The Malcolm Wilkinson Prestige Award for the Player of
the Year.
Winner: Stuart Creighton

The Rod Reynolds Players’ Player Award
Winner: Stuart Creighton

The Jason Johnston Most Improved Player of the Year
Award
Winner: Ryan Little

The Joseph Dunn Building Contractor Award for Young
Player of the Year
Winner: Connor Abram

The Sponsors’ Player of the Year Award
Winner: Luke Johnson

Clubman of the Year Award
Winner: Mike Storey

Top Try Scorer Award donated by M. Brown
Winner: Mark Irwin

Barry Abram Man of Steel Award donated by D. Abram
Winner: Luke Johnson

Referees’ Player of the Year
Winner: Mark Irwin

2014 in Pictures

From The Archives- Under 17s Cup Triumph- by Craig Hamilton
In July, 2014 I spent a very stimulating morning in Workington Library looking through
microfilm copies of the Times & Star archive looking for a report of the Hornets Under17s cup win from the 1969-70 season. I first became aware of this when speaking to
Black Reds die-hard, George Sowerby whilst doing some research into Hornets,
Cumberland, Swinton and England full-back, Bobby Scott, who was George's wife's
uncle. My curiosity was piqued further by Brian Charters (@spyatree) who posted a
photograph of a winner’s medal on Twitter. So, after some time looking through the
back copies, I came across the following article. There is a sentence in bold which is
clearly a typo and the sub-editor obviously missed but it makes for interesting reading
especially given the future sporting path that some of the names mentioned followed.
The article follows (I have typed it word for word- including mistakes)
LONG TIME
It is 45 years since Aspatria won a junior Rugby League trophy and then Bobby Scott, later the famous Swinton,
Cumberland and England fullback, scored ten points at Bradbury Avenue, Netherton to beat Maryport 10-8 in the
Cumberland (21) Shield Final. On Sunday, the Aspatria under-17 team, managed by Mr Dick Flynn and coached by
Workington Town and England international Ike Southward, won the Rugby League under-17 challenge trophy by
beating Arrowthwaite but Aspatria Rangers ground at Maryport.
Wing-forward Melvyn Hanley and goal-kicker Borthwick were the key men in Aspatria’s success. Hanley scored three
of their five tries and Borthwick dropped a goal and improved all five tries. Borthwick’s dropped goal and ten points
from tries by Hanley and Harker put Aspatria 12 points ahead. Wilson dropped a goal for Arrowthwaite, but Aspatria
added another five points from Hanley’s second try to lead 17-2 at half-time.
In the second half, Davidson and Hanley got two more tries, Borthwick improved and in between those scores
Arrowthwaite had a purple patch which brought them tries by Dawson and Heron.
Mr J. Goldie, Grasslot was referee and Rugby League Commissioner Mr Tom Hodgson, Maryport, presented the
trophy.
ASPATRIA: Lightfoot; Harker, Henderson, J. Mitchell, Davidson: Borthwick, B. Mitchell: Defrieze, McAteer, Lamb, J.
Hodgson, B. Hodgson, Hanley.
ARROWTHWAITE: Garroway; Hewitt, McMillan, Heron, T. Graham: Dawson, Wilson: Rae, McCullogh, Hudson, P.
Graham, Doran, McAlone.
From the ‘Times & Star’, Saturday May 2nd 1970
Adrian Harker added the following information via the club website:
Dicky Finn was the manager and backbone of the team. He lived at Hayton near Prospect.
The shirts were provided by Workington Town after Dicky pestered them for funding. The colours were green with
black and white hoops. If you were injured, Dicky would take you to John Short’s (physio) and pay for the treatment
out of his own pocket. Dicky emigrated to Australia around 1972 and sadly died in a swimming pool accidentwonderful guy. The other people on the committee were Chicken Armstrong from Fletchertown and Harry Ostle who
ran the Swan Inn at Westnewton. That is where we had the after game party, when a pint of lager to a 15 year old
lasted forever. The Cumberland Cup was not the highlight for the Under 17s. We also played Widnes Colts in the
Lancashire Cup. They were one of the favourites for the cup. However, in front of a bumper crown on St. Mungo's
Park they also were beaten by the Hornets.

Mike’s Musings- Thoughts from the dugout
After another ground breaking and history making season in 2014,
here we are again folks and I am sure it’s going to be another
rollercoaster ride for us all in in 2015.
We started pre-season in December 2014, on cold dark nights
pounding ‘the hill’ and the local roads of Aspatria and before you
could say ‘friendly’ we were warming up against the reformed
Broughton Red Rose, and local first division rivals Glasson Rangers.
A major positive for me as Head Coach and the Hornets as a club,
was that against Glasson our strong 25 man squad consisted of eleven guys under
the age of twenty, which bodes well for the future of our first team. This coupled
with the experience of now senior players, of whom seven were selected to play
for Cumberland in 2014, is a mouth-watering prospect for us a club and me as a
coach for 2015.
The forthcoming season sees us as a club grow stronger with established youth
and Masters sections that continue to grow and blossom. Also this season sees
my old friend Paul Southward officially step up as my Assistant coach and I am
excited to work with him. He has a wealth of experience and is now in a position
to pass this knowledge on to the younger generation.
I am sure that together we can create a competitive squad environment and go
one better than last year and bring some long awaited silverware back to Aspatria
that our players, loyal supporters and loyal sponsors truly deserve.

Mike Hazlewood- Head Coach

