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Chairman's message 2012
On behalf of everyone at Aspatria Hornets RLFC, welcome to Saint Mungo’s Park. We hope you
enjoy both today's match and our hospitality at The Grapes Hotel after the game.
Our re-introduction into the Cumberland League was a successful one in that we once again heard
people talking about Aspatria Hornets and it stimulated interest in our club and the sport of rugby
league. As with any sport and any season, truncated or not, there were highs and lows for the
club. Some of the more notable highs for me were the first league win on home soil in over 14
years against Lowca and then the Cumbria Cup game against Kells. I think that was the biggest
crowd the town has seen in a number of years and I know it gave the players and committee real
encouragement. Despite the result not going our way, it demonstrated that the people of Aspatria
have a real appetite for the thirteen-a-side code.
The truncated season has been ideal for us as we have been able to gain experience in how to play
against well established teams and it has afforded us the opportunity to blood some of our
youngsters and rugby novices as well. This season will prove to be even more of a challenge as the
three groups will again contract into two leagues and this will mean that we will face the added
challenge of Ellenborough, Flimby and Salterbeck who competed in Group B last season. I am sure
that the squad will rise to the challenge.
The club’s objective for this season must be to consolidate and build on the progress we made
before Christmas. I am hopeful that we will retain the bulk of the squad that served us so well
during the truncated season and as always, new recruits are welcome to attend training,
regardless of experience. Similarly, the same can be said for volunteers; running a rugby club is
difficult as there are any number of jobs and tasks that need to be done in order that things run
smoothly. Anyone who is interested in helping or volunteering, please contact me or any other
committee member.
As ever, I must say a big thank you to all those sponsors and local charitable organisations such as
ADCCA, who have supported the club. Like I mentioned in my programme notes last year, running
the club without the generosity of those companies and individuals would be very difficult indeed
and we are especially grateful to them. Likewise, I would like to thank all those who come and
cheer the team on both home and away. Having been a Hornets player myself I can vouch for just
how much encouragement it gives the players. Some of the crowds we attracted last year would
shame some semi-professional clubs. The Kells cup game being a prime example where several
hundred of you came to urge on the team. Your support is greatly appreciated. However, could I
remind all spectators, players and members of the importance of adhering to the RFL’s RESPECT
agenda. Abuse of match officials will not be tolerated.
Once again this season we enter new territory with the advent of ‘summer’ rugby. The season will
now take place between March and October with a mid-season break scheduled for July and
August. I am confident that the more clement weather conditions will allow for a higher standard
of rugby and also encourage more people to watch, volunteer or play this great game we call
rugby league.

Algie Reynolds

Become a member and support
the Hornets!

Become a member of Aspatria Hornets Rugby League FC and help support
the team.
It only costs £3 per year to become a member and your involvement helps
the club to achieve its goals.
An added bonus is that, as a member, you will automatically be entered into
our bi-annual cash draw.

To join, all you need to do is fill in an application form and pay £3.
Membership forms are available from The Grapes Hotel, any committee
member or download one from our website
(www.pitchero.com/clubs/aspatriahornets)
If you have any questions, contact:
· Algie Reynolds, 4 South View, Aspatria. Tel- 23357
· Craig Hamilton, 69 Lawson St, Aspatria. Tel- 23434
· Peter Thorndike, 30A West St, Aspatria. Tel- 22844

ASPATRIA HORNETS RLFC SUPPORTS THE
RFL’S RESPECT AGENDA
AS A SPECTATOR
Always refrain from using foul or offensive language to any player, coach, referee, touch
judge, official or other spectator
Refrain from indulging in loutish behaviour.
Never, unless authorised by the Touchline Manager, enter the Field of Play during the
course of a match.
Always accept the decision of the match officials.
Never assault or act aggressively to any person(s).
Always adhere to behaviour standards outlined in this Code of Conduct and of the spirit
of the game.
Never behave in a way which disturbs the enjoyment of the match by any other
person(s), or brings discredit to the home club, the league and/or the game of rugby
league;
Always refrain from acting in such a way as to exhibit intolerance towards individuals or
groups, due to their gender, age, race, disability, religion, faith, sexual orientation or any
other visible or non visible difference, either by language or other conduct, to any other
person(s).
AS A PLAYER
Be a good sport. Respect all good play whether from your team or the opposition and
shake hands with and thank the opposition players and officials after the game win, lose
or draw.
Participate for your own enjoyment and benefit. Make every effort to develop your own
abilities.
Always respect the match official’s decision.
Make every effort to be consistent with Fair Play and the Laws of the Game. Never get
involved foul play.
Honour both the spirit and letter of the competition rules and live up to the highest
ideals of ethics and sportsmanship; avoid gamesmanship and respect the traditions of
the game.
Never engage in disrespectful conduct of any sort including swearing, obscene gestures,
offensive remarks, taunting or other actions that are demeaning to other players,
officials or supporters. Treat others as you would like to be treated.
Care for and respect the facilities and equipment made available to you during training
and competition.
Safeguard your health; don’t use any illegal or unhealthy substances.
Recognise that many officials, coaches and match officials are volunteers who give up
their time to provide their services. Treat them with the utmost respect. Remember,
without them you do not have a game.
Do not bet or otherwise financially speculate, directly or indirectly, on the outcome or
any other aspect of a rugby league match or competition in which you are involved.

Presentation Night 2012
Winners
The Malcolm Wilkinson Prestige Award for the Player of the Year.
Winner: Kevin Clark

The Rod Reynolds Players’ Player Award
Winner : Luke Johnson

The Jason Johnson Award for Most Improved Player
Winner: Andrew Wilson

The Joseph Dunn Building Contractor Award for Young Player of the Year
Winner: Luke Johnson

The Sponsors’ Player of the Year Award (Most MOTM)
Winner: Tony Herald

Clubman of the Year Award
Winner: Mike Bain

Top Try Scorer Award donated by M. Brown
Winner: Richard Holliday

‘Mug’ of the Year Award
Winner: Gary Harrison (for his impressive record of getting concussed)

Wayne’s World
After the successful start we made in our reintroduction to the Cumberland Rugby
League last year there is a certain weight of expectation in and around the town
that we will be able to replicate that this season. I am confident that we will more
than hold our own but the main message behind this piece is that of patience. For
the majority of our squad this will only be their second season of Rugby League and
these players will need time to further hone their skills and this will undoubtedly
mean that mistakes will be made. However it is through making these mistakes that
we learn. To use an old cliché ‘Rome was not built in a day’ and the long term future
of this club demands that we consolidate ensuring that we move forward on solid
foundations. The club is still in its infancy and continuing with another cliché, you
have to learn to walk before you can run.
Although inexperience may sometimes be a problem, enthusiasm and love for the
game is certainly not in short supply. The squad has demonstrated the usual vigour
and energy in pre-season and this has been carried into our pre-season friendlies
where we tackled our 1st Division neighbours Maryport and Glasson Rangers. Again,
we demonstrated that we do have abundant potential but time will be required so
that our young players can grow and develop properly. This is crucial as they will
form the nucleus of the team for years to come.
I am very fortunate this year to be working with Mike Hazlewood who has been
appointed Assistant Coach in the off-season. Mike has extensive rugby knowledge
and more importantly perhaps, he has the right ‘people’ skills that most good
coaches have; he is a good listener and he cares about the players. He oozes
enthusiasm and he is well respected within the camp. An advantage that Mike
possesses and one that I do not have is that he is an Aspatria lad and, as such, he is
instinctively in tune with what happens in the town and the opinions of the squad.
He will be a massive help this year and will become a very good coach in his own
right.
As ever, your support is much appreciated and I hope to see you cheering on the
boys this year.

Wayne McMillin

Our Sponsors
We are extremely fortunate to be supported by the
following businesses and individuals this season:

Dr & Mrs Gardner

HORNETS HALL OF FAME-

ROBERT SCOTT- “LITTLE BUT GOOD”

Robert Scott started his career at Aspatria Hornets in the 1920s
but did not stay long at his home town club. A talented full-back
and winger, he was selected for the Cumberland County side
while playing for the Hornets and was soon snapped up by the
Warrington club. Scott and his team-mate Thomas Miller had
started their careers playing association football for Aspatria
Athletic and then moved to Rugby League. As a centre and wing
pair they scored over 200 points for the Hornets in a single
season. The St. Helens Newspaper [5th December 1924], gives
some of the details: “Two seasons ago, Scott and Miller, playing
together for Aspatria Hornets, were spotted by Warrington as
likely lads to make good in senior company. Scott was signed on
for a trial and came off in brilliant fashion, delighting the
Warrington people with his exhibitions for a very brief period; then he startled Warrington and
the Rugby League generally by returning suddenly to Cumberland. From there, Scott and his
teammate went to St Helens. However, he did not play a game for the Knowsley Road outfit as
there was a disagreement between the Saints and Warrington with regard to his transfer.
Subsequently, Scott returned to Cumberland and was transferred to Batley without playing a
game for St. Helens
Continuing his nomadic existence, he then moved on to the Fartown club (predecessor of the
modern Huddersfield Giants) and then onto Carlisle. When this club became defunct he joined
Swinton and stayed there for a good number of years building his reputation as being one of
the most dependable full-backs in the game being well known as a “great fielder and kicker.”
‘Bobby’ Scott perhaps has a modern equivalent, in the physical sense at least, in that of Rob
Burrow of the Leeds Rhinos. Scott was a diminutive player and an article in the contemporary
book Stars of the Rugby League mentions that he was only “5 feet 4 ½ inches and his weight
little over 10 stone.” The title of this article “little but good” is taken from the same article and
is indeed an accurate description. A biography of his teammate, Miller by Alex Service
mentions that while playing for Cumberland against Lancashire in Ocotber 1924 “Scott
undoubtedly revealed himself as a player of great courage and undoubted ability”. Dr Tony
Collins, Rugby League historian and former RFL archivist, mentions that his chances of
international honours were probably hindered due to the fact his career coincided with that of
the great Jim Sullivan of Wigan.
Rugby League players do not have to be 6 feet 4 and 18 stone to be a success.
Robert Scott is a case in point.

HORNETS GAIN CLUBMARK
ACCREDITATION
Aspatria Hornets can now boast that they are Clubmark accredited following some hard work
by the committee and help and assistance from Anthony Atherton of the Rugby Football
League. This is a tremendous achievement in only our first full season and this means that the
club can say that is well run and adheres to minimum national operating standards.

Clubmark sets generic criteria for national governing bodies of sport to accredit their clubs
as being a quality club, having all the right procedures, policies, action plans and coaches
with relevant qualifications in place. Clubmark also brings benefits such as promoting clubs
within their communities, increased participation levels, developing coaches and volunteers
at clubs, raising standards and receiving priority status with funding applications.
The final stage in this process is the actual presentation of the certificate and the club is
currently awaiting a date and venue for this award to be presented. It is quite likely that
this may be presented at a Super League game. As this programme goes to press, the
details have not been finalised but keep an eye on our website for future news and
developments.
http://www.clubmark.org.uk/

Hornets rake, Andrew Wilson going forward against Lowca.

HORNETS IN THE COMMUNITY
Get Involved!

The Hornets show support for closure threatened Park Lodge
(Picture from the Cumberland News)

Young volunteer, Connor Abram

When Aspatria Hornets re-formed in 2010, one of the main things to crop up in initial
discussions was the fact that we wanted the club to be one that represented the town and
local community as a whole. We wanted the club to be welcoming and inclusive to anyone
who wanted to be a part of it. This is still very much the case.
We showed our committment to local issues when we supported the ‘Save Park Lodge’
campaign and we hope that we have helped in some small way. The majority of our squad
are from Aspatria and its surrounding area and this has helped forge a strong identity
within the club in a relatively short space of time. Similarly, our committee comprises of
people (both male and female) who are passionate about the club and rugby league.
If you would like to become involved in the
club either as a player or volunteer, please
contact us and become part of our club.
Contact details can be found on the
Membership page, earlier on in this
programme.

Richard Holiday on the attack versus Kells A last season

FIXTURES FOR CUMBERLAND LEAGUE DIVISION II- 2012
Date
Saturday, 3rd March
Saturday, 10th March
Saturday, 17th March
Saturday, 24th March
Saturday, 31st March
Saturday, 7th April
Saturday, 14th April

Opponent
Lowca
Flimby
Kells A
Round 1, Amateur Cup- Glasson Rangers
Salterbeck
Clifton Lions
Round 2, Amateur Cup

Saturday, 21st April
Saturday, 28th April
Saturday, 5th May

Frizington
Flimby
Round 1, Cumberland Cup- Seaton Rangers
Round 1 losers enter Cumberland Plate

Saturday, 12th May
Saturday, 19th May
Saturday, 26th May

Ellenborough Rangers
Egremont Rangers
Round 2, Cumberland Cup
Round 1, Cumberland Plate

Saturday, 2nd June
Saturday, 9th June
Saturday, 16th June
Saturday, 23rd June

Glasson Rangers A
Kells A
Salterbeck
Clifton Lions

This is also the date of the semi-finals of the Cumberland Cup and Cumberland Plate. Any team involved in
a semi-final will play their league fixture on Tuesday 26th June
Saturday, 30th June

Lowca

Cumberland Cup & Plate Finals to be played at the end of the first half of the season

<< SUMMER BREAK >>
Saturday, 1st September
Saturday, 8th September
Saturday, 15th September
Saturday, 22nd September
Saturday, 29th September

Egremont Rangers
Round 1, BARLA County Cup
Ellenborough Rangers
Round 2, BARLA County Cup
Glasson Rangers A

Saturday, 6th October
Saturday, 13th October
Saturday, 20th October

No fixture due to Super League Grand Final
Frizington
Top 5 Play-Offs start

Play-Offs conclude with the final on November 3rd.

