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A WORD FROM THE CHAIRMAN

Good evening and welcome to The Hardwick Group Stadium for this Northwest Counties
Division One fixture against Irlam.

Amazingly we are only two weeks into the season and not one side from our division can
boast a 100% record. There are many good sides this year and even the likes of Daisy Hill
who struggled last year are now transformed and are up there. In fact as there was no
game for us on Saturday myself and our committee actually went to watch Daisy Hill take
on 1874 Northwich which for two reasons it was a great day. Firstly it was fantastic to go to
another club united as a committee and enjoy an afternoon of football without the pres-
sure of hosting a fixture, it was just another time for me to be a proud Chairman for us all
to have an enjoyable afternoon as one. Secondly was the attendance. Our league deserve
better crowds and | really hope the fans stay following the likes of 1874 as it helps all clubs
with much needed revenue with their attendance. Its a joy to see so many enjoying non
league football, and on that note it is an absolute pleasure to see new fans watching us
hera at Ashton Town, | really hope
you get the Ashton Town 'bug’ as you
will enjoy watching this little club
develop and build on the fantastic set
up we already have,

Irlam today will be a great test. They
had a fantastic result against AFC
Darwen and they will want to build
on that momentum against us.

Behind the scenes the club yet again
continues to grow, we now host Sat-
urday Soccer Camp's linked with Ivory
Coast and new Everton striker Arouna Kone, as the club builds on the fantastic link set up
between Arouna and myself last year. Arouna's Foundation is based at our club, and with
his Soccer School now set up and run by Ashton Town, the future looks mighty impressive,

The Saturday Camp is for all children aged 4-12 years old and runs 10am till midday every
Saturday, with the children getting free passes to the Town game on later that afternoon.
The first session is FREE and then just £3 a session making it one of the cheapest coaching
sessions around.

Enjoy the game

Mark

Club Chairman
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Widnes Vikings FC 3-3 Ashton Town AFC
by Billy Bristow - Tuesday 6th August 7:45pm

Town were forced to settle for a point thanks to both some
uncharacteristic defending and missing a host of chances.

__1’ 'I __WThE splendid setting of the Halton Stadium provided
— | the venue for Ashton Town's second league game of
'Lr'_i __L.:-l;the season and the first ever meeting with league

“-‘Ll:‘ newcomers Widnes Vikings.
__ Widnes lost their inaugural league game to Cheadle

= """Tc-wn but Town manager John Brownrigg was cer-
}ﬁ) _'ltalnh,r not going to under estimate a side that in fair-
ne55 we all knew relatively nothing about. Not surpris-
" ingly, Thomas Jump was given a starting jersey after
his display on Saturday, whilst Scott Baker was se-
lected ahead of Michael Boyle. New signing and goal-
~ keeper Lewis Reid was also given his first competitive
start for Town.
The game got underway amid the glorious late eve-
ning sunshine, and was barely over four minutes old
' “when the deadlock was broken. 5ean Robinson cut
Y inside from the right and teed up Thomas Jump, who

= e
5 A

i Jﬁ# - from roughly 25-yards drove the ball under the goal-
: i 20 keeper, for his first ever Ashton Town goal.
All the ea rlﬁ,r a|:t|r::-n in this game was played inside the Widnes half, with the duo Sean Robin-
son and Thomas Jump, both taking centre stage. On 10 minutes Jump had his instinctive shot
blocked forcing the ball to spring high into the air. Sean Robinson was quickest to react, but
his header was booted away from under the cross bar by a Viking defender. It wasn't the end
of this double act though as only six minutes later they combined again. This time Robinson
beat the offside trap to receive Jump's pass before taking it around the keeper, composing
himself and placing the ball into the net.
The surprisingly large Ashton Town contingent in the stands must surely know have believed
that their team would go on for a comfortable victory and scoring plenty more goals, but it
never quite went to plan.
In fairness Town had a host of first half chances to have put the game well and truly to bed.
The unlikely goal threat of Paul Keenan nearly came to light, but his wicked shot from dis-
tance was brilliantly parried onto the post by Luke Picken in the Widnes goal. The woodwork
also proved to be Town's nemesis again, when S5am Wilkie rose highest from a corner, but he
could only watch as his looping header clattered back off the bar.
The home side did manage to grab an undeserved goal. It came when David Wilson's inch
perfect pass found Ronnie McCarthy, who blasted home at the second attempt.
S0 Town went for their half time refreshments, a little disappointed for not have scoring
more, but not unduly worried, as Widnes didn't really seem to be enough of a threat to get
back into the game how wrong we were !




Half time: Widnes Vikings 1-2 Ashton Town

Cliché, | know, but football is 2 “funny old game”. Whatever got said in the home dressing room
at the interval certainly done the trick. Widnes came out flying for the second half and up until
well past the hour mark, they had Town pinned back deep inside their own half.

The threat of David Wilson was still ominous when he worked himself into a position to score,
but luckily Ste Rothwell was in the right place to stop his goal bound shot, but his threat would-
n't go away and on 54 minutes he managed to equalise. A relatively routine through ball wasn't
dealt with and Wilson found himself with a clear run on goal, before slotting past Reid.

Town at this stage were ragged, as they struggled to deal with the home sides newly found at-
tacking prowess, and they very nearly fell behind on 65 minutes. A Viking player produced a
lovely turn and volley that left the goal frame shaking after hitting the bar, then the rebound was
also sent towards goal, but Kevin Pollard was the hero with a last ditch clearance.

Having survived what seemed to be the worst of the pressure, Town now finally started to move
forward, with Liam Rushton and Sam Wilkie both testing the keeper, before the lead was finally
restored, albeit in a surprising fashion.

Having won a corner kick, Jordan Lorde strolled over to take the kick, and then to all the specta-
tors amazement his swinging kick somehow went undetected by everybody and nestled into the
far bottom corner.

This should have been game over, but worryingly Town seemed
to lose their shape and the inevitable equaliser was only min-
utes away, and it had a certain element of ‘keystone cops’
about it. The Town back four had ample opportunities to clear
the ball, but with Rothwell falling flat on his face, the ball fell to
substitute Lee Hughes, who bent the ball home from just out-
side the area with a delightful strike.

The game played out still in full attacking flow, with all and sun-
dry still not knowing what way the game would end up. Both
sides did have more chances but the game remained even, with
both sides having to settle for a share of the spoils.

There was massive despondency in the visiting dressing room
at the end, and I could see that Brownrigg wasn't happy with
the result, but I'm going to edge on the side of optimism as the
season is still young.

With Scott Baker and Niall Summerskill only featuring in the tail =
end of last season, the Town back five only had one really ex- =
perienced player in Paul Keenan, so they are all still learning =
about each other's game. It does go to show though how in- |
valuable a player Kevin Brownrigg is to this team. His leadership =
skills were almost certainly missed (due to suspension). ’ o
The youthfulness of the team continues as we move forward, with Wilkinson, Jump and Lorde all
still finding their feet at this level. Last season we boasted a much more experienced team,
which knew how to shut a game down. | believe that the current crop of players are technically
better footballers, but going toe-to-toe in an end to end slugfest is not our strength. A little bit
more caution is needed in our game, although the paying punters would disagree as they have
been privileged to witness two exciting encounters in start of Ashton Town's quest for glory.

Weather: Bright sunshine 20c

Rating: 5/5 From a neutral point of view it was a terrific game

WIDNES VIKINGS: Picken, Davies, McNabb, McMenemy, Garvey (c),

Colford (Donnelly-69 mins), Myers (Smith-69 mins), McCarthy, Forsyth, Wilson, Thomas (Hughes-65mins)
not used: Madden-Buchanen, Foster

ASHTON TOWN: Reid, Baker, Summerskill, Rothwell, Keenan, Pollard, Robinson, Wilkie (c), Rushton, jJump
{Patterson-53 mins), Wilkinson (Lorde-55 mins)

not used: Olsen, M.Boyle, Goodwin

Widnes Vikings Shots: (13) {7 on target), Corners: 4

Bookings: David Wilson (33 mins)

Ashton Town Shots: (16) (9 on target), Corners 7
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Our recent Kit launch saw models from the ‘MODELLING NETWORK’, visit
our ground and try out the new kit at our victorious game against Wigan
Athletic XI Pics by Billy Bristow
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It has been over 24 years since one of the worst disasters in football resulted in the loss of 96
lives. It is clear that the death of the 96 Liverpool fans at Hillsborough was nothing short of a
tragedy, and was a driving force behind the all-seater stadiums we now know so well. But
given the evidence that has since highlighted the various factors that led to the Hillsborough
disaster, alongside new technology, and thousands of fans calling for it, why are the govern-
ment and FA still ignoring the Safe Standing Campaign?

Following the Football Spectators Act 1989, all Football League Clubs were to convert to all-
seater stadiums. However this was then amended to just include the top two tiers of English
football. It is the belief of several organisations that a similar amendment could and should be
made to include the Premier League and the Championship.

Why are the Premier League and Championship different?

It is suggested that the all-seater stadium legislation applies to top two tier English clubs due
to the enhanced attendance at these games. However, in England and Wales, standing is per-
mitted at rugby union and rugby league venues, where attendances regularly exceed 17,000
in grounds with standing such as 5t Helen’s Langtree Park. It is also permitted at speedway
and horse-racing, alongside football grounds outside the top two divisions. Therefore it is no
surprise that there is confusion as to why the top tier football leagues are different.

Can’t the laws change to allow standing in seated stadiums?

The view that it is illegal to stand in an all seater stadium is in fact a myth. This is not the case,
even within Premier League and Championship grounds. The law only provides that these
clubs should provide seats for all supporters, not that supporters must sit on them. The point
is confirmed by the Department for Culture, Media and Sport: ‘At no point has it been argued
that the individual spectator commits a criminal offence by standing in a seated area.” It is in
fact Ground Regulations that dictate that there should be no prolonged standing in seated
areas.

Terraces were banned for being unsafe, what has changed?

As seen in Germany, where safe standing is allowed for domestic games, there are new meth-
ods of safe standing. The most used is the rail seats, where there is a safety barrier and a seat
on every row (or two). The seats are locked into an upright position for domestic games and
supporters stand between the barriers. For European games where legislation differs, the
seats are simply unlocked.

Bob S}fmns fchref executive, Peterbﬂmugh United) and representatives of Peterborough City

] Council with Jon Darch (Safe Standing Road-
show) and Hannover 96 staff among rail seats
in the AWD Arena (Germany).

1 t W 5o what should be changed?
_ Many fans simply want to just be able to stand
_ grounds to be allocated as standing areas as
~ thl's does not infringe upon government legisla-
¢f tn:-n. On the other hand, others argue that this
- ; is just a temporary solution, and think that Safe
" Standing is the way forward. However, it is
clear that many football fans that are being

up at the game. Some are calling for sections of
forced to sit down are losing patience, and this is a problem that will not just be ignored.
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Ashton Town AFC 4-3 Eccleshall FC

by Billy Bristow - Saturday 3rd August 3pm

Town produce a remarkable fightback to snatch an opening day victory, despite not being at their
fluent best.

‘ﬁ In the football world, days don't get much better than ‘opening
day’, as the sight of a sun drenched pitch infused with new faces

and new expectations, all contributing to the anticipation of a
new season.

It may be a new season but manager John Brownrigg was ham-
pered straight away from misdemeanours of the last campaign.
Both influential defenders Kevin Brownrigg and Scott Baker
were denied the chance to play due to suspension (from THAT
game!!) whilst the party island of Ibiza was the culprit of kidnap-
ping numerous other key players, so the ‘Gaffer’ was basically
down to the bare bones for this tricky looking first game.

® Tom Goodwin was given the nod to start between the sticks,
whilst new signings Liam Rushton and Ste Rothwell were both
chosen to start for their league debuts with Town. Paul Keenan
was asked to fill in out of position at full back and young Jordan
Lorde was the man asked to lead the line up top.

50 the 2013/14 season got underway and it was the visitor's
from Staffordshire that made the brighter start, as a 3rd minute

' e header was flashed wide of the post.
[[lw Bristow Ashton Town began a little shabbily but they found themselves

ahead after only @ minutes. A long punt forward by Goodwin wasn't dealt with by the Eccleshall
back four, who made the defensive cardinal sin of letting the ball bounce. So with the ball on the
way down Jordan Lorde intelligently beat the two defenders (both much bigger than him) with a
looping header than rose high above the stranded keeper and dropped into the net. It was to be
fair a well taken instinctive goal, from a you ng lad who looks desperate to prove himself this sea-
Son.

Eccleshall were left a little stunned, tzlu‘cth:a',.r BI”}I"ErIbth
were fortunate not to fall even further be-
hind, 5 minutes later. Liam Rushton gath-
ered a loose ball, and quickly let fly from 25-
yards, but unfortunately the upright took
the full force of the shot, instead of the net.
The visitor's though we're always looking to
attack, and their endeavours were rewarded
on 26 minutes when Kevin Davies played in
a ball for Evangelos Tsoulakidis and with the -~
exotically named striker being afforded too
much space, he turned and placed the ball
across Goodwin and into the far bottom |
corner. Ashton Town were urged to re-
spond, and they did manage to force the
Eccelshall keeper into action, when he firstly
tipped Wilkie’s shot over the bar and then | - ‘*
he done well to hold onto Adam Wilkinson's P

goal bound free-kick, but it was at the other end where the next gﬂal wnuld come, The attack
came down the Eccleshal right hand side and resulted with a deep cross that was met by the
head of Paul Keenan, but unluckily for him, his defensive header fell right on the foot of Tsou-
lakidis, whom from the centre of goal smashed the ball home on the volley.
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Half Time: Ashton Town 1-2 Eccleshall

I'm pretty certain that both managers wouldn't have been too
happy with their sides as they both lacked organisation and
were showing schoolboy lapses in concentration. This of
course would have infuriated them but for the spectators it
meant for a terrific game that flowed from end to end.

On 57 minutes Alex McMilam bent in a dangerous looking
attemnpt that resulted in a corner thanks to a mixture of both
Tom Goodwin's gloves and the crossbar, but the third goal
was just about to come.

Kane Fletcher burst through on goal, outpacing the chasing
Ashton Town defence, and with himself just inside the corner
of the box; he unleashed a blistering shot that left Goodwin
with no chance. It was a very well taken goal.

Town were struggling badly, and if I'm honest, at this stage | didn't foresee a way back into the game, but
the fortunes of the game were about to change, and this came about for one reason only, the introduction
of Thomas Jumﬁ.

The policy of John Brownrigg’s Ashton Town is that we play, win and lose as a team. We are not a bunch of
individual's and John is always reluctant to single out players for both praise and criticism, but in sa ir;g
that in would be hard to deny the impact young ‘T)" had on the rest of the team. He is probably one of the
shortest players in the league, but he has great pace and is (if I'm totally honest) a constant pain in the
oppositions backside.

Town suddenly looked resurgent, but the way back began with a gift from an
opposing defender. The tall central defender under hit his back pass, which
was gratefully accepted by Sean Robinson, who side stepped the keeper and
sguared the ball for Liam Rushton too tap in from a couple of yards out. Sud-
. 1:I|:|3nl'g|I Ashton realised that they had time on their side to get something out of
* .. the game.
As it happens, the fight back came around much c;uicl-:er than expected. With
Tﬁwndtmiling 1-3, it took only 2 mere 14 minutes for them to bizarrely be 4-3
ahead.
The equaliser came on 65 minutes when Liam Rushton was on hand again
- inside the six yard box to drill home after the keeper had parried lordan
Lorde’s volley. The build up to this goal though should go unmentioned. Rob-
inson took a quick throw in and linked up with Keenan, Wilkie and Jump, be-
fore he provided the cross for Lorde.
Town were in the ascendancy now and nearly sneaked ahead when Pollard's
header was tipped onto the bar, but only minutes later Sean Robinson
latched onto Jump’s neat through ball and lofted the ball high into the net,
much to the delight of the home support. It was in all honesty a difficult fin-
ish, made to look easy by last season’s player of the year for Ashton Town.
Obviously the excitement wasn't to end there as to their credit, Eccelshall
& 7 responded brilliantly and they could and maybe should have equalised in
Pzt B Ilirebhsl- "‘1 injury time. Tom Goodwin firstly made a smart save at the expense of a cor-

ner, but on the next attack he " : —
unfortunately lost the ball in the bright sunshine, which left _1 Lo =
the ball loose inside the Town six yard box, and f'urtunatEI',r for | P e ;
Town it fell to a centre half in Jack Warren, with the big lad ;
placing the ball wide of the post with the goal at his mercy. O e e
So like last season’s opening game, Town begin the campaign
with a 4-3 home thriller, only this time they achieved it with- -
out really looking that impressive. It is of course more impor-
tant to have taken the maximum points with a depleted squad,
s0 John Brownrigg I'm sure wouldn't be too unhappﬁ_
Eccleshall could teel a little aggrieved not to have left for home
with a share of the spoils, from a game that they contributed a
lot to, but from what | seen of the yesterday, I'm certain they
will finish further up the table than last season. | would also
like to mention that it was nice to see a welcome return of
lames ‘Spanner’ Banawich yesterday. James has been a %und
servant for Town in the past and looks to enjoying himself in
the black and blue stripes of Eccleshall.

Weather: Mainly sunny with a strong breeze 21c
Rating: 5/5 Both sides looked o little sloppy at times, but it produced

an end to end classic.
Ashton Towr: Goodwin, Keenan, Summerskill, Rothwell, M. Bayle
%fe.ghmrde, Rushton, Wilkinson {Jump (54

T

I

Pollard, Robinson, Wilki - -'l'

mins) not used- Marris, D.Boyle, Reid. _ W i i
Eccleshall: Woodhouse, ijoe.{, Dawvies, Banawich, Mapperson (¢ | .

Warren, Fletcher (Lowatt 77 mins), Gerald, Tsoviakidis rﬁlﬁams —
mins), MciMilan, Lanaso (Hall 67 m.l'ns?} . "'1 ; W
not used: Beech, Gilbert Ashton Town Shots: (12 (9 on rﬂrgelgj e o — e —
Corners (4) Eccleshall Shots: (13) (6 on target), Comers |, f hadian D W
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TMATCH REPCORT

By Mark Hayes | 19th July 2013
TOWN AFC V WIGAN ATHLETIC XI
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Monumentous occasion for Town as a Wi-
gan Athletic XI side are defeated in front of
565 fans.

crnnrnnneennnennnn WWHOt @ difference a year makes!

-
pHER ""'I.I
-

In this same fixture just twelve months ago,
Town were well beaten 5 v 1 by John
Doolan's young Latics side, however this year
was a completely different story.

John Brownrigg over the last year has built an exceptional young side that went on to lift
the clubs first silverware for 42 years last season, as well as finishing an impressive 6th in
his first season at the helm. Sam Wilkie and Kev Pollard were outstanding in the middle
against Latics, whilst young Scott Baker continued to show his promise from full back. Liter-
ally every player could get a mention as John shown the strength of his squad by fielding in
total 20 players, however it was centre back Paul Keenan and striker Andy Olsen who
grabbed the headlines, by scoring goals either side of the half to beat the current FA Cup
holders 2 v 1.

Town Chairman Mark Hayes added 'Obviously the side we played tonight was far from the
side that lifted the FA Cup, however | want nothing to take away what we have achieved
tonight. We have beaten a young Latics side full of professional players whom we could see
very soon knocking in and around the football league.

It's Wigan Athletic's drive, passion and belief that drives me on as the Chairman of Ashton
Town. As a young boy | started watching | v

Latics at Springfield Park, and | went on to & '
literally live all my dreams. -

For twenty years | was a season ticket
holder which gave me the ticket to the
greatest roller coaster ride of football ever,
there were low's, but there were many
more high's. Within them twenty years |
watched Wigan Athletic rise from the bot-
tom, to the top, and as daft as it sounds at
times, | will do exactly the same here at
Ashton Town.

Ok, | am not saying we are going to storm

the football league, nor we are certainly not |
going to win the FA Cup, but we will win °
things, and we will rise.’

Ashton Town 2 Wigan Athletic XI 1
Keenan 20 Olsen 61 (pen), Leigh 44

Attendance 565

Another page added to the history book .....
Onwards and upwards



President: Willam Pomfrett

Vice President: Jimmy Cahill
Chairman: Mark Hayes

Treasurer: Steve Barrett

Chief €éxecutive: Frank Hughes
Secretary: John Bithell

Assistant Secretany: Stefan Ochwat

Programme €ditor: lan Pomfrett
Head of (dub Media: Billy Bristow

first Team Manager: John Brown

Assistant: Robbie Holcroft

Coach: Neill Marten

Coach: Tommy Kilgallon WgT :&) NGROUP

) Green St,
Physio: Andy Monks Hshu;“gein Makerfield,

Wigan WN4 85L
Reserve Manager: Alan BerV www.ashtontownafc.co.uk

Youth Manager: Colin Hamlet 01942 701483

ladies Manager: frankie Meadows
Commercial €xecutive: James Wiliams
Commercial €xecutive: lynne Kelly

Head of Youth & Development: Adam Re
Child Welfare: Joanne Houghton




IS PROUD
TO BE ASSOGIATED
WITH THE

AROUNA KONE FOUNDATION

SEASON 2013/14

Please help us fulfil Arouna’s dream of building a
school and hospital in his home district of
Abobo in the Ivory Coast.
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GARAGE SERVICES - MOT TESTING - CAR PARTS STORE For all your motoring needs
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Blakeley's offer a comprehensive range of waste manangement and recycling
solutions throughout the North West of England.

Al Blakeley’s we work lirelessly to minimise the impact of our waste disposal
activities on the environment.

Our company has years of industry experience anda complement of expert
staff that serve a diverse client base.

Located on a 25 acre site near Wigan, we have a state of the art recycling
facility, a number of modem offices and a dedicated transport depol.

Call: 01942 864454

or visit our website at

www.blakeleys.co.uk



SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

KIT SPONSORSHIP e
Package 4 - Junior Team Sponsorship (Under 5's to Under 1
Your company logo on teams kit.

8'x2’ pitchside hoarding.

Club website ad & link.

Framed Team Photo for your office wall.

£500 per season or £750 for 2 seasons

Package 5- Ladies Team Sponsor

Same as 1st Team package.

£750 per season or £1200 for 2 seasons
BENCHSUIT SPONSOR

Company Logo on back of First team Benchsuits.
Club Website ad & link.

£500 per season

GROUND ADVERTISING i
The following packages are available for one full season duration ¢
2 season special offers (includes sign manufacture, design & install
8'x2’ pitchside hoardins 1
£150 per season or £250 for 2 seasons

Large stand sponsorship includes:

16'x2" hoarding. two 8'x2' hoardings.

Half page b&w programme advert.

£450 per season or £750 for 2 seasons
Small seated stand sponsorship includes:
16'x2" hoarding. two 3'x2" signs.

Half page b&w programme advert.

£300 per season or £500 for 2 seasons
MATCHBALL SPONSORSHIP )
Sponsor the matchballs for a fgiven NW(CFL fixture and receive:
Free entry and programmes for 4 guests.

Free Ball signed by manager and players.
Advert or mention in Matchday programme.
£50 per game

MATCH MASCOTS

Give your child a great day out and make them a matchday mascot
Free entry for parents and copy of the matchday programm
Commemorative photo o
£35 per game

MATCH SPONSORSHIP

Sponsor a NWCFL 1st Team home game and receive:
Free Entry and matchday programmes for 5 guests.
Reserved seats in club lounge.

Free half time refreshments at your table. p
Full page programme advert and name/company logo on front cover
£100 per game T
HOSPITALITY PACKAGE

Admission

Pre-Match meal

First drink from the bar

Matchday Programme

Commemorative photograph x1

£120 per game for 8 persons

PLAYER SPONSORSHIP

Sponsor an individual senior squad player for the season
and your company logo or name will be printed in seasons
matchday programmes alongside a photograph of sponsored playe:
Commemorative photo

£50 per season

PROGRAMME ADVERTISING

Standard Matchday Programme Advertising for full season
Full page b&w advert £100 / Colour £150

Half page b&w advert £60

Quarter page advert £40

All enquiries please contact the Club Chairman
Mark Hayes on 07851 254936 Or email- markhayes@ashto) 1townajc.co-uk
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Reading the back pages and now the front pages of the national newspapers in
recent weeks one could be forgiven for thinking that the Premier League is now so
disconnected from reality that | am sure we will all wake up and realise it is a
dream. What | am talking about is the on — off transfer of Gareth Bale, now whilst
he is undoubtedly one of the finest footballers in the world the fees now being
asked are large enough to wipe out the national debts of a small country. It gives
me a headache just thinking and writing the figure of £100,000,000m for one
player. Many have said that the Premier League is now playing with monopoly
money and | feel that one governing body needs to step in and stop all this mad-
ness. Thank goodness for the down to earth pleasure that is non league where
clubs and players play their part just for the sake and love of the game. Behind the
scenes over the last 3 months or so committees have been busy with their ground
repairs, upgrades and general maintenance which might sound very easy but |
know takes up hours up on hours each week. Whilst committees have been doing
this players have been shedding their excess summer weights and after a few
weeks of struggling with their fitness should now be bang on form, bar match fit-

ness which will come after a few hard fought league games.

This season the NWCFL have welcomed three new clubs in Widnes Vikings, 1874
Northwich and Hanley Town along with a number of clubs re naming themselves in
Bacup and Rossendale Boro and Northwich Flixton Villa. Hanley Town, have been
playing at a good level in the Staffordshire League and will come with the knowl-
edge that clubs from that part of the footballing world provide entertaining foot-
ball. Meanwhile 1874 are a new entity set up by disaffected Northwich Victoria
fans and we will have to see how they do but as always we welcome them to the

league and look forward to playing against them.

Over the coming weeks | will be providing reports on football from non league lev-

els from around Europe and the Middle East so | hope you will like them.
Enjoy your football.

Simon
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NWCFL Preferred Kit Suppller

Kit Paocks Extra Qutfiaeld Sats

5 Qutfield Shirts, Shorts & Socks E£14.00 + VAT
4] =fK = 5hirt, Shorts & Socks
£229.00 + VAT Exira GJK Seis

E20.00 + VAT

Decoration Packs

14 Shirt Mumibsars, Extra Decoration Cost
Club Bodges & Jingle colour £7.00 + VAT
SpOnSors
£99.00 + VAT

Special Deals on Tracksuit & Training Wear.
Choice of 4 Major Brands. F

WWW, blmcksquare’remmwearcmm 'Ii

/246 544347  zi.ee

Ashton Town AFC

would like to thank
the generosity of these companies




HISTORY OF ASHTON TOWN FOOTBALL CLUB

Ashton Town Football Club was originally formed in 1953 as Makerfield Mill FC. Founder,
Derek "‘Mick' Mycock worked at the Mill and obtained permission from the owners to use
their field and to form a mill-workers team. The team was soon attracting local lads and
after a short spell in the Wigan Sunday School League, they played in the St. Helens
Combination League with many trophies to show. In 1958 they joined the Warrington &
District League and went on to champion Division 1 five times in six seasons. In 1962 the
club was forced to move from its Windsor Road home due to land development and it was
at this time the club name was changed to Ashton Town AFC. Home games were played
on a public park pitch at Whithill Street Recreation Ground in Bryn until 1964, at which
point the club purchased a piece of land and found a new home at Edge Green Street -
previous home of Stubshaw Cross Rovers. In 1969 the clubhouse was completed and was
opened by Liverpool & England legend, Roger Hunt and in 1975 the changing rooms were
built. During this period the club joined the Lancashire Combination in 1971 and then in
1978 joined the Cheshire County League. The formation of the North West Counties
League in 1982 saw Ashton Town join as Founder members. The club has remained in
this league since, with the exception of season 1985/6 in the Manchester League whilst
essential ground improvements were carried out. |

St Helens Combination League
Division 2 Champions - 57/58, Runners Up 56/57,
Tom Worrell Cup Winners - 56/57, Runners Up 57/58,
Hospital Cup Winners - 56/57/, 57/58, Liverpool FA Shield Winners - 56/57,
==-,"~h. Rainford Pottery Cup Winners - 56/57, Runners Up - 57/58,
- ﬁ' Martin Cup Winners - 57/58, Wigan Cup Winners - 60/61,
Warrington & District League
Division 1 Champions - 59/60, 60/61, 62/63, 63/64, 64/65,
Depot Cup Winners 60/61/, 61/62, 63/64, 66/67,
Guardian Cup Winners - 63/64, 70/71, Runners Up - 57/58,
Enamel Club badges 4 Ephield Winners 63/64, Jubilee Cup ?::fm,
on sale in Elizabeth Pilling Memoraial Shield Winners 67/68
the clubhouse Lancashire Combination League
Lancashire Combination Challenge Trophy Runners Up - T0/71,
Lancashire Combination League Cup Runners Up - 71/72,
North West Counties League
Reserve Division Runners Up 98/99, Division 2 Trophy Runners Up 02/03

www.ashtontownafc.co.uk




HISTORY OF IRLAM FC

Mitchell Shackieton Football Club was founded in October 1969 by a group of employees working for Mitchell, Shack-
leton and Company Limitad, a well established engineering company based in Patricroft, Eccles, which manufactures
marine and diesel crankshafts.The founding members of Mitchell Shackleton Football Club were Bob Cowlishaw
(Chairman), Bill Russell (Secretary) and Charlie Flynn (Treasurer, who served the Club also served as Secretary with
distinction from 1981 until his death in 1994). They were ably supported by a Committes comprising of Alf Johnson
[mow Club President], Ged Moore (Kit Manager) and Stan Catlin {Team Manager). Although the Cub has been in exis-
tence for over 30 years, Mitchell Shackleton FC can trace teams playing under the Company’s banner as far back as
1935. Basing itself at 5t Michael s Community centre in Peel Green, the Club entered the Eccles and District Amateur
Football League in 1970 where it established msalf without winning any major honours. After a two-year assodation
with the Eccles League, the Club sought pastures new by joining the Manchester Amateur League in season 1972-73.
It was in the Manchester Amateur League that the Club’s reputation began to grow, winning the Third Division [1973-
74) and Second Division [1974-7%) Championships in successive seasons, and in 1975 a reserve team was formed.
Between 1976 and 1978, the Club went through a transitional phase with younger players being introduced to the
first team, and the formation of a new management team of George Walker, Billy Hall and Jimmy Preston. In season
1983-8B4, Mitchells finished Industrial A Division runners-up, but ended the season on a high by winning the Gosling
Cup. Industrial A Division runners-up once again in season 1985-56, and defeated finalists in the Gosling Cup of 1988-
B9 signaled the end of the Club’s 17 year association with the Manchester Amateur League with Mitchells again look-
ing for a new challenge by joining the Manchester League in 1989, Mitchells quickly found their feet and gained pro-
motion to the Premier Division at the second attempt, finishing as First Division runners-up in 1991 In 1993, Mitchells
reached the Gileryst Cup Final, only to lose out to Woodley Sports in the Final. 1924 saw the formation of a third team
which was entered into the Eccles and District League, and in the same year, Paul Traynor departed due to work com-
mitments and Kenny Davies assumed control, ably assisted by Billy Hall. This management team took Mitchells to
their highest ever league position in the Premier Division, runners-up to Abbey Hey in 1995. The Club was rocked prior
to the commencement of 1997-98 season when Kenny Davies walked out, taking with him saveral first team players
to local rivals Monton Amateurs. Dave Rowan and Craig Woodley, who had forged a successful partnership with the
reserves, were promoted and asked to rebuild the side. Roy Bluer, a successful manager in Sunday football, was re-
cruited to run the reserves. By the end of December 1997, the first team were rock bottom of the Premier Division
with two points, and were twelve points adrift and facing certain relegation. However, the Club kept faith with its
management team and a run of six wins, three draws and only two defeats saw Mitchells catch the side above them.
Losses in the next two games saw Mitchells drop into the bottom two, but a dramatic win against fellow strugglers
Wythenshawe Town and mid-table Monton Amateurs saw the Club stave of relegation. The experience was too close
and the team never finished out of the top six since, finishing fifth in 1998-29, third in 1999-2000 and fourth in 2000-
01. *The start of 2001-02 season saw the Club change its title to Idam M5 and it moved its base to Silver 5t, former
home of Irlam Town FC. The formation of a new management team of Rowan, former Willows boss Gary Fellows, and
team coach Dave Mann, rebuilt the squad and introduced several young prospects during the seasonrLeague form fell
short of early expectations, but the team did put together a good Gilgryst Cup nun to reach the Semi-Finals. P Although
Mitchells had yet to win a major trophy in the Manchester League, they established a reputation for their competi-
tiveness, fitness and style of play, which is still known and respected throughout Greater Manchester. *Mitchell Shack-
leton were proud winners of the Albert Booth Sportsmanship Trophy in 1998-99, 2 testament to the spirit in which the
Club plays the game. ?alsa, in June 2000, Club Secretary lan Street was named Secretary of the Year at the Annual
General Meeting. In 2002 Mitchells were informed that the move to Silver 5t was happening , and their existing
ground was to be purchased and subsequently be used for what is now to become the new Salford Reds rugby League
stadium.?The move to Silver 5t was an exciting affair for all, and the rebuilding of the ground was completed, and
officially opened in 2003 with a visit from Brian McClair's Milk Cup winning , Manchester United youth team.?Since
the mowve , the Club worked tirelessty to bring the Club into the Morth West Counties, the highest standard that the
Club has seen. Manager Gary Fellows left the Club to take up the position of manager at Salford City FC, and after a
season with manager Arthur Burns, who worked miracles with a threadbare side, including winning the Manchester
Challenge Trophy, the mantle passed onto Dave Mann to continue the building a side for the following season. 74
further name change saw Irlam M5 become Irlam FC, and the appointment of Warren Dodd as secretary of the Club,
from Irlam Rangers Junior Club saw development increase at the ground. Entry into the North West Counties Football
League saw the Club enter its highest level of competition since its formation, and the season 2008,/2009 became the
Clubs inaugural season. A midway position in the league at the end of the campaign saw the management team satis-
fied with the Clubs progress. 2009,/2010 saw a similar repeat of the previous seasons result, with manager Dave Mann
stepping down from his position, with his assistant Ryan Gilligan taking up the post. 201042011 saw a fairly turbulent
season on the pitch, as the Club pushed for promotion out of Division One. Despite an excellent start to the league
campaign and a good run in the Vase, the new year saw league form slump. However, two semi-finals , both in the
Challenge Cup and the divisional Trophy demonstrated that the side had great potential. The end of the season saw
Ryan Gilligan's tenure as manager end due to work commitments, with Nick Parker stepping up from the reserves.
The introduction of a ladies team at the Club for 2011/2012 demaonstrates the Clubs commitment to foothall for all at
the heart of the community.

www.irlamfc.co.uk




BETFRED

THE OFFICAL BETTING PARTNER OF

THE NWCFL
FREE MATCHED BET UP TO £50

[ ] 5 B E L

4 WAYS TO BET

= OVER 1350 SHOPS

TEXT ‘NWCFL’ TO 89660

‘2 FREEPHONE 0800 221 221

BETFRED.COM
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The Hard\;\)ickCron StadlumAshton wan AFC
For Boys & Girls Ages 4 to 12 Years

CHARTER STANDARD
CLus

Quality coaching sessions in a safe and enjoyable
Environment.learn new sRills and techniques

For more detanls please emaul markhayes@ashtontownafc co. uk

All children must wear shin pads and brmg their own football boots/astro trainers
Free entrance to Ashton Town match d (3'5 for all participating children,

with also the chance to be mascot and ball boys/qirls for the game.



NEWS FROM OUR VISITORS

Despite a tough start to the season, with fixtures against a number of sides fancied for promotion, Irlam
manager Steve Niwon is confident that his side has the ability to challenge at the top end of the Division
One table. Steve stepped up from the reserves into the manager’'s hot seat at Silver Street in March, and
with plenty of first team fixtures still to play and the reserve team going well, he had no hesitation in giv-
ing the young reserve players he had been working with some valuable first team experience in the re-
rnaininj games last season. "We had one eye on this season and wanted to be sure we kept the lads we
wanted”, said 5teve. "We knew the last 14 games were going to be tough by playing the younger lads and
giving them experience in the North West Counties, but | think that aig -::nH::’ as we pic kc-::_-al up more points
in those 14 games than we had in the previous 20, and | was pleased with that.

“We didn't really set ourselves a points target in those games, it was the old saying of taking each game as
it came, SEEin.:F what we could do and giving the lads the chance to bed in for this season.

"We exceeded expectations really, and on top of that the reserves came runners-up in the Reserve League
too, which was a great performance from the young lads".

After a close season break in which his day job took him to Thailand, Hong Knnﬁ and Australia, Steve re-
turned to Silver Street at the end of last month and he believes that the squad he has is capable of com-
peting with the best in the division. "We've added a few to the squad over the summer, but they were
players who had already been with the club at some stage in the past, and we wanted to get them back.
Apart from those lads we will stick with the squad we already had at the club.

"We've got a youth team playing in the North West Youth Alliance League and there are some cracking
players there too, and | can see a few of them pushing through into the reserves and even the first team.
I'm always happy to add young players to the squad.

"1 know youth is not going to carry us through every time, but at this club we need to focus on developing
'g.rcuungﬁ ayers and encourage them to aim for plan{ing in the first team™.

A tough opening programme has seen Irlam travel to Atherton Colls, and host 1874 Northwich on Tuesday,
before AFC Darwen make the trip to Silver Street on Saturday, but Steve is happy with the way his side has
been shaping up so far.

“The opening fixtures we have been given are tough but it is a good test for us. The games have been

gquic ker than maybe some of the lads have been used to, and certainly more combative.

“In the ﬁame against 1874 Morthwich on Tuesday (which finished 1-1), we were under pressure a lot from
long balls played forward early but in the last five or ten minutes | thought we might even have snatched a
win. 5o | was delighted with the performance.

"We have set a target for the lads, and that is to have the best ever season for Irlam FC. That's not aiming
too high, but higher than we have done befare in the North West Counties League, and | think that is a fair
reflection of what we should be able to do. ™A cup run would be great, earning a few quid for the club, but
really the priority for us is to be doing well in the league”.

OF FICIAL GOALKEEPING
PARTNER OF THE
NORTH WEST COUNTIES
FOOTBALL LEAGUE

Reusch 15 proud sponsors of the North West
Counties Football League Goalkeeper of the Month
and Goalkeeper of the Year Awards.

For more information, visit »»

»» » www.reusch.com
»>» www.facebook.com/ReuschUK
»» www.twitter.com/ReuschUK




Debt Advice

*SOLUTIONS"®

Always happy to help...
...call today 08000 886 676

Helping you gain h /
financial freedom vwith Yy

THE H/\RDVVICK ( P( )U I’

RS =] ""

Hardwuck Fmancual Solutlons Ltd 1 Beecham Court Pemberton
Business Park, Smithy Brook Road, Wigan, WN3 6PR

DEBT PROBLEMS &
SOLVED HERE.... '~

Do you wake up each morning with a feeling of dread?
Do you worry about what the postman will bring?

Do you feel trapped by debt?

Are you faced with a mountain of bills you can’'t pay?

If you can’t or are afraid to share your debt worries
with your family and friends share them with us

You are NOT alone!

Come in and see us and see what we can do to help!
Or call now for free advice!

038000 886 67

men
in debt

Women in Debt, 11 Beecham Court, Pemberton Business Park,

Smithy Brook Road, Wigan, WN3 6PR



Tuesday 13/8/2013 KICK OFF - 7:45PM
MORTH WEST COUNTIES FOOTBALL LEAGUE DIVISION OHE

JORDAN LORDE

MANAGER: JOHN BROWNRIGG
AS5T: ROBBIE HOLCROFT
COACH: HEIL MARTEN
COACH: ADAM ROONEY
COACH: TOMMY KILGALLON
PHYSIO: AHDY MOHKS
COLOURS: RED/WHITE STRIPED

SHIRTS, RED SHORTS, RED SOCKS

HOT & COLD, FOOD & DRINKS
ON SALE NOW IN THE CLUBHOUSE
NEXT GAME HERE

Tues 20th Aug 7:45pm
Ashton Town AFC ‘%’p
2 v . .
Formby FC T

ASHTON TOWN AFC
W
IRLAM FC
I I
HTON TOWN A IRLAM FC
LEWIS REID
SCOTT BAKER JAMIE BREWER
NIALL SUMMERSKILL BARRY LOMAS
KEVIN BROWNRIGG ALEX BARLOW
PAUL KEENAN STEVE MILLS
KEVIN POLLARD
ADAM WILKINSON IAM PENNINGTO
STEPHEN ROTHWELL RYAN LEDSON
iy R oy
JORDAN SMITH
BRADLEY SMART
THOMAS JUMP SAM HAGGIS
ANDY OLSEN PAUL LYNCH
TOM DARKES JORDAN ICELY
AARON MORRIS
M|Eﬁr|-fﬁ_ﬂg$$|_g GARY PRESCOTT
s_rEgﬂ ggglg%?ﬁl KYLE DAVIES
GARETH MOONEY.
ALEX PATERSON
AN JOINSON JOHN MAIN

MANAGER: STEVE NIXON
AS5TS: CHRIS BOARDMAM
RYAN HUTCHINSON

COLOURS: BLUE SHIRTS,

BLUE SHORTS,
BLUE SOCKS

www.allplannedpri




