
 

David Moore Clark 
 

 
David Moore Clark was born 26 June 1874 in Louth, County Louth, Ireland to William Clark a 

Tailor and Maria Moore. Louth is on the North East Coast of Ireland on the border of what is 

now Northern Ireland. David’s parents were married 11 August 1871, Dundalk, Ireland. 

David’s mother Maria was from Ireland but his father was from Kilmarnock. 

 

David had 4 brothers and sisters 

 

George W Born 1876 Glasgow 

Alfred Born 4 September 1877 Ballymoney, Antrim, Ireland 

 

William Hamilton Born 1884 Edinburgh Died 20/09/1917 Belgium. Went to Heriot’s School 

from 1894-1898 

 

Excerpt from Heriot’s School Roll of Honour 

 

Clark, William Hamilton (b. 1884) 1894-98. 1st XV F.P. Office of Grand Lodge of Scotland. 

9th Royal Scots, Private, March 1916. Flanders, April 1917, Lance Corporal May 1917. Killed 

in action on 20th September 1917 Youngest son of the late Mr William Clark and of Mrs 

Clark, 17 Marchmont Road 

Winifred Maud Born 22 December 1891 24 Melville Terrace, Edinburgh 



 

In the 1881 census the family were living at 10 Moncrieff Terrace, Edinburgh. Unfortunately 

the address has been knocked down to make way for flats. 

 

 

In the 1891 census the family had moved to 24 Melville Terrace, Edinburgh, find below. By 

this census, David is listed as an Apprentice Clerk. George and Alfred had followed in the 

father’s footsteps to become Tailors. 

 

 
 

By 1901 the family had moved to 15 Warrender Park Terrace, Edinburgh find below where 

David was now a Brewery Clerk for William McEwan & Co. Apart from being a brewery they 

funded the construction of the McEwan Hall in the Southside of Edinburgh. This looks like his 

occupation for about 10 years but when he married he was listed as a Mercantile Clerk. This 

is the first census to feature his sister Winifred Maud who never married and died in 

Edinburgh 1978. 

 

 



David married Mary Duncan Simpson on 25 August 1905 at 13 Parkside Terrace, Edinburgh. 

She was 31 and daughter of William Simpson a Tailor and Margaret Bissett. A stated above 

David was a Mercantile Clerk at the time. The marriage was announced in The Scotsman of 

26 August 1905. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the 1911 census David and Mary were living at 36 Warrender Park Terrace, Edinburgh 

below. They have had no children up to 1911 and I have been unable to find any at present. 

 

 
 

 



Mary died aged 77 on 27 November 1951 at The Edinburgh Royal Infirmary and David died 

aged 82 on 29 May 1957 at 8 Chalmers Crescent, Edinburgh. The death was registered by 

his brother Alfred. This must have been a hospice as David’s residence at the time is listed 

as 17 Marchmont Road. 

 

David’s death was announced in the Scotsman as below. 

 
 

8 Chalmers Crescent 
 

 
 

17 Marchmont Road 
 

 



Heriot’s 

 

David was very much a club man for Heriot’s cricket club but was also involved in the rugby 

club, former pupil’s golf club and George Heriot’s School. 

 

He was secretary of the cricket club from 1896-1898 and 1911-1920. He was also president 

of the cricket club from 1933-1950. In Hector’s McQueen’s history book he is listed as a 

wicket keeper in his early days. 

 

There was a book produced which is still at the school covering all the matches from 1891 

to 1912 which David was a contributor. 

 

The 1900 Team 

 

 
 

David was vice president of the East of Scotland Cricket Association in 1946 and 

subsequently president from 1947-1948. 



George Heriot’s school produced a roll of honour in 1921 to remember the fallen from World 

War One which David was heavily involved in. Find below excerpts from the book. 

 

Executive Committee 

Ex-Officio Members 

The Right Hon. The Lord Provost (John W. Chesser, Esq., J. P., D.L.). 

The Convener of the School (Rev. William Main) 

The Convener of the Foundationers' Committee of the School 

(Councillor John Murray). 

The Headmaster of the School (Mr J. B. Clark) 

 

Other Members 

John Aitchison 

R. G. Broadwood 

Dr G. A. Carse 

D. M. Clark. 

J. W. Cownie 

J. W. Dickson 

J. G. Dobson 

A. Fulton 

D. M. Johnstone, M.A., B.Sc 

J. B. Laidlaw 

James Lamb 

G. Brown Latimer 

J. G. Lindsay, M.A., B.Sc 

D. F. Lowe, LL.D 

David Lyon 

A. Murray Marr, Jr 

Dr R. Stewart MacDougall 

David McGregor 

Wm. Mackenzie 

A B. Mackie 

A. S. Officer 

Rev Thomas Porteous, B.D 

J. Stewart Seggie, C.A 

Cecil F. Smith 

D. L. Turnbull, M.A 

Dr S. Walker 

Robert Wilson 

 

Joint Hon. Secretaries 

John Ross, S.S.C., 57 Castle Street, Edinburgh (retired Feb. 1921) 

A. B. Mackie, 2 Melville Street 

 

Hon. Treasurer 

W. Smith Dickison, C.A., 20 Albany Street, Edinburgh. 

 

Editorial Committee 

The Headmaster, Chairman 

Dr G. A. Carse 

D. M. Clark 

J. W. Cownie 

J. B. Laidlaw 

A. B. Mackie 

Dr S. Walker, Editor 

 

 

 

 

 



CONTRIBUTIONS OF HERIOT CLUBS TO THE WAR 

FORMER PUPILS' CRICKET AND FOOTBALL CLUBS 

 

The call to arms met with a ready response from the members of the Former Pupils' Cricket 

and Football Clubs, and during the war, of course, the activities of both Clubs ceased, 

almost the entire membership being on service. 

In 1914 the combined membership of the Cricket and Football Clubs was about 60 (much 

less than now), and of these several played in both sections. So far as can be ascertained, 

141 players or past players joined H.M. Forces, and of these 36 were killed or died of 

wounds. 

One who plays for a Former Pupils' team inevitably earns unusual notice, and a career of a 

few successful seasons, especially at football, will fix attention on a young man and secure 

popularity for him in a way that no amount of work or scholarship can do. He becomes a 

kind of School possession. It was natural, then, that the Heriot public should hope and 

believe that their footballers and cricketers would bear themselves bravely in the big fight. 

These hopes were nobly fulfilled, but the cost was heavy, and it now seems proper to recall 

the names of our fallen that were identified with the F.P. Cricket and Football Clubs. 

Many had finished their playing days ; others had only begun them. Some were 1st XV. or 

1st XI. men, others had not attained that distinction, but in going over the names one 

cannot fail to notice that apart from their prowess as players, and claiming for them no 

more honour than should be given to non-players who gave up their lives, our Heriot 

cricketers and footballers who have fallen might well constitute a band of young men chosen 

to re present the best that the School produces, and a standard to which future Herioters 

may aspire. 

 

So many of them played both football and cricket that were separate lists made up—a 

football list and a cricket one—several names would appear in both lists. We shall just 

proceed according to age. In the early days at old Warriston Arthur H. Moorhead was an 

outstanding figure, being a three-quarter back with unusual pace as well as a good all-round 

cricketer. Indeed, he had a natural aptitude for games and a fine influence with his juniors, 

for whom he always had a ready word of encouragement. He had also a wheedling way in 

persuading nervous young batsmen to stand up to his fast bowling—rather an ordeal on the 

uncertain Warriston wickets. As he was one of the first of our prominent players, he was 

also one of the first to take an interest in developing younger players, and it is good to see 

his example being followed in the present day. 

 

Older members will readily recollect "Eddie" Gulland, a cheerful forward, whose happy 

philosophy might be heard from the depths of the most strenuous scrum. A little later came 

Walter Douglas, a stalwart forward, one of a band of enthusiasts whose Sunday afternoons 

were spent foregathering at Goldenacre to note the all-too-slow progress of the new 

pavilion. George B. Cownie, of this period, played both games, but was better known as a 

footballer, figuring with success in the back division for several seasons. Just when he was 

most needed, S. S. Anderson arrived at Goldenacre. He was a tough half-back and a 

capable batsman, but, more than that, he played a considerable part in building up and 

organising football and cricket at Goldenacre. “Sammy” was one of the most popular 

personalities we have had at Goldenacre, and he was one of the most modest. Here may 

also be mentioned Maurice Miller, Charles H. Smith, H. M. Porteous, and 

Sidney Cormack. 

 

About 1904 Heriot football grew in importance. This was in some measure the result of the 

good work done by the earlier players, due also to a steadier flow of capable recruits from 

the School, but most of all to the brilliance of the back divisions of that time. Not until the 

Championship team of 1919-20 came along did any Heriot XV contain so many first-rate 

men as did the teams from 1904 to 1908. Two powerful factors in the rise of Heriot football 

were Robert J. Wilson and John W. Frew, and it may well be doubted if we shall produce 

more brilliant players than these. Both were of plucky, good-natured, and generous 

disposition, and both were accurate kickers and deadly tacklers. While "Bobby" Wilson was a 

typical scrumhalf, stockily built and determined, "Jack" Frew, no less determined, and one 

of the best tacklers that ever stepped on to a football field, had plenty of pace and resource 

at three-quarter. Needless to say, both were prime favourites, and either could have played 



with distinction in any team. Our forwards in those days were on the light side, but they 

were good, and never knew when they were beaten. One of the pack leaders was Wm. H. 

Clark, who did good work as Hon. Secretary of the Football Club, and later as Captain of the 

XV. He met with some success as a cricketer, and at one time looked like training on as a 

fast bowler, but he will chiefly be remembered as a fast and energetic forward, a good 

leader, and a consistent scorer. Among those who gave him good backing in many a 

gruelling game, we recall with pride E. M. M. Balfour, "Joe" Potts, Henry H. Potts, and A. M. 

Smith, all sound and capable forwards, also G. L. Davidson and T. Wright Smith, both 

versatile in that they could also play at full-back, while Leslie Davidson could put up a good 

game at half. No Goldenacre habitué of that period will forget Davidson's artistic dribbling, 

or the powerful punting of Tom Smith, who was not related to the other Tom Smith who 

shone on the wing. Harold S. Wallace, a really fine kick, but whose football career was a 

short one, may also be said to belong to this time. We have now come to the years just 

previous to the War. It seems not so long ago since two duplicate small boys, in kilts, made 

a practice of viewing the football matches at Goldenacre from the touch-line, and nobody 

thought of denying them their inside-the-ropes privilege. No game seemed complete 

without their presence and so, both at School and afterwards, John and William Lamb were 

right in the heart of things at Goldenacre. They attained much of the success at cricket and 

football that might have been expected from two of the keenest boys that ever haunted the 

ground. John, especially as a seven-a-side exponent, was the more successful footballer. 

 

The War intervened early in their careers, but both left their mark in Goldenacre history. Of 

those who had just taken up F.P. cricket or football, we have to remember R. G. 

Bannerman, T. W. Cameron, Thomas Cowan, H. G. Eagar, Charles E. Green, T. T. Halcrow, 

J. Howes, Eric G. Littlejohn, Allan W. McBean, David S. McGregor, V. C. A. McLeod, R. W. 

Potts, and J. A. Tait. They were all just beginning their football or cricket careers, but one 

feels safe in saying that in losing " Jack " Howes we lost one of the most promising batsmen 

the School has turned out. Members of the F.P. Cricket XI in the years just previous to war 

will not forget A. B. Law, our left-hand bowler for some seasons ; and we cannot close 

without a reference to James M. Devvar, one of the School staff, whose coming to 

Goldenacre had added a winning personality to our cricket section. 

 

There, then, is our list of fallen cricketers and footballers as we know it to some of us most 

of them were known personally, from Moorhead to Howes, and our sense of loss is 

tempered by our privilege in having known them. In the list one will not find the names of 

great poets, philosophers, writers, or savants, but there will be found real men, who knew 

how to “play for the side “when the call came, 

 

Who will deny that their cricket and football helped them? 

 

D. M. Clark. 

 

He wrote a book about the first 50 years of Heriot’s rugby club in 1948. He was secretary 

there for 20 years. 

 

David was captain of George Heriot’s former pupil’s golf club and find below an excerpt from 

the website. 

 

The death was announced of D. M. Clark, who was in his eighties. He is best remembered as 

the Author of Heriot Rugby (1948).  

 

As well as being Captain of the Golf Club in 1933/1934, he was Secretary of the Rugby Club 

for twenty years and he was the regular umpire for the FP Cricket eleven. Mr. Clark, who 

could remember when rugby was introduced to the School, not without opposition, in favour 

of association football, had a leading part in the negotiations which led to the acquisition of 

New Goldenacre. 

 

There is a separate section on the website detailing David’s cricket career at Heriot’s. 


