
Welcome to Altrincham Kersal

A very warm welcome to the players, officials and spectators of Altrincham Kersal. It is many years since we met 
as they have enjoyed a somewhat up-and-down existence over the past few years. They were winners of North 
1 West in 2010-2011 and spent the next season on National League 3 North. They came back to North 1 West 
but were relegated in 2013-2014, just as we came up. However, they ran away with South Lancs/Cheshire 1 last 
season, winning 24 out of 26 matches and are now back where they should be. So today should be interesting, as 
they currently lie below us in fifth place but are fresh from their excellent win over Kirkby Lonsdale!

Altrincham Kersal boast a number of distinguished former players, notably Mark Cueto (yes, it was a try) and 
they currently have another old Sale player, Dave Wilks, on their coaching staff. But they are a club with a long 
and distinguished history, having been formed in 1897. In fact, if anybody is looking for a last minute Christmas 
present, I could perhaps recommend visiting the A-K website and downloading the Altrincham Kersal story.  This 
is in three volumes, taking us up to 1992. It is already more than 15000 words in length and volume 4 is eager-
ly anticipated. But it is more than a mere history, it reads more like a Dickensian novel. As a taster, here are the 
opening two paragraphs:

 March 1897 was a particularly cold, wet and windy month in Manchester. The evening of 15 March was no 
exception and people on their way home from offices and shops struggled against heavy, gusting rain. There were 
groups all along Deansgate huddled against walls and shop-fronts as they waited for the horse-drawn buses to 
take them home. Some fought a losing battle with their umbrellas against the wind but most stood and waited, 
resigned to the cold and soaking rain.

In contrast, the Deansgate Hotel looked bright, cheerful and welcoming with a procession of hansom cabs depos-
iting their fares. In a flurry of coats, hats and umbrellas, people, mostly men, scurried into the foyer of the hotel, 
peeling off their heavy coats before moving into the main lounge. There, although only just after six o’clock, it 
was quite full with people sitting at tables, standing near the curved bar at one end of the room or sitting in the 
alcoves which were dotted around the room. Each alcove had its own fire-place in which burned a cheery, blazing 
fire; also a table about six to eight feet in length with a leather and green baize top. Some of the tables were being 
used for card games whilst others held papers and ledgers for impromptu meetings. There were white-aproned 
waiters everywhere. In one of the alcoves sat a group of men in earnest conversation, well dressed, well-to-do, 
with an aura of the professional businessmen, the accountant and the lawyer. Their topic of conversation was 
football, rugby football and the formation of a new rugby football club.

Perhaps a clue to the identity of the author can be gained by the fact that one of their webmasters is a certain 
Graham Makepiece-Warne. So perhaps it’s not Dickensian after all. 

So a hearty welcome to Altrincham Kersal, with the hope that today’s Rugby fare will leave us all of a twist and 
begging for more.

Dave Jervis, President, Warrington Rugby



Advertising and Sponsorship

There are a quite a few opportunities for advertising and sponsorship at Warrington 
RUFC.
1. A page in the programme costs £50 and a half page £25
2. Advertising on the new pitch-side hoardings costs £100 for the rest of the year and 
thereafter £200 per annum or £500 for three years.
If you are interested, speak to Sean Hughes or Kevin Jones



North 1 West League Table

# Team Pd W D L Diff Pts Adj

1. Kendal 12 11 0 1 168 52 8
2. Wilmslow 12 10 0 2 221 49 9
3. Kirkby Lonsdale 12 10 1 1 143 49 7
4. Warrington 12 9 1 2 137 45 7
5. Altrincham Kersal 12 7 1 4 65 36 6
6. Penrith 11 6 0 5 22 29 5
7. Vale of Lune 11 6 0 5 18 29 5
8. Rochdale 11 5 0 6 -5 24 4
9. Eccles 12 4 0 8 -128 22 6
10. Blackburn 11 5 0 6 -95 20 0
11. Carlisle 11 2 1 8 -95 15 5
12. Leigh 11 1 0 10 -148 9 5
13. Broughton Park 11 1 0 10 -124 6 2
14. Widnes 11 1 0 10 -179 6 2

Standish Media Services Division 1

# Team Pd W D L Diff Pts Adj

1. Wilmslow 2 10 9 0 1 195 37 0
2. Crewe & Nantwich 2 10 8 0 2 125 34 0
3. Preston Grasshoppers 3 10 7 0 3 205 31 0
4. Warrington 2 11 6 1 4 -43 30 0
5. Wirral 2 11 6 0 5 101 29 0
6. Broughton Park 2 10 5 0 5 24 25 0
7. Rossendale 2 10 4 1 5 -31 23 0
8. Burnage 2 11 4 0 7 -121 23 0
9. Altrincham Kersal 2 11 4 0 7 -164 23 0
10. Bolton 2 10 4 0 6 -27 22 0
11. Blackburn 2 10 4 0 6 -63 22 0
12. Liverpool Collegiate 2 9 3 0 6 -44 21 3
13. Macclesfield 3 11 3 0 7 -46 19 0
14. Leigh 2 10 4 0 5 -111 13 -8



    Picture Post

“Is that Nigel Bradford’s plane?”           “If Kieron’s surrendered, I’m off”

“Now don’t upset Matt. You know he has 
a short fuse” Yet another touchline conversion from Shaun 

Apres nous, le deluge!! Carlisle’s ground last Sunday. In the distance is the 
grandstand where the Fun Bus made such a nuisance of themselves



                Punchlines
Penny Dropped
It seems that we are to be forever burdened with hon-
est touch judges.  We have had the incorruptible Scot, 
Roy Potts. We had the severely honest St Helenser, Jim 
Park.  And now we have the ultra-honest Welshman, 
ARob’s dad. However, it seems that honesty is not 
always an appreciated virtue.  In a recent third team 
game, Dan Penny acted as touch judge and failed to 
disallow a try when the opposition winger stepped into touch a yard from the line. He has now 
been banned by the team from any future officiating.

Who’s That In The Bistro?
Coronation Street aficionados from the club would have blinked twice during a recent episode, 
as the smiling face of our very own TV and film star, Craig Davies, suddenly appeared on the 
screen. Craig was in the Bistro drinking with his mates and looking at something on YouTube. 
As this is what Craig does every Saturday he says that it was quite easy to get into the role. 
Mind you, if you blinked twice, you probably missed him! 
It would seem that Craig is an expert at picking good parts. He has been training only once 
this season and, guess what, that was the night he got his kit off for the Rugby Calendar.

It’s The Pantomime Season
As we have already seen club members as stars of screen (Craig) and radio (did you catch 
me on Wire FM?), can we now look forward to some of our members treading the boards? It 
would seem so as it is rumoured that a number of pantomime roles are in the offing. Kieron 
Hughes will play seven parts simultaneously in a gala production of Snow White. Max Walker 
has been lined up to play the genie in Aladdin. Fred Winstanley and Mike Cornelia are being 
considered for the ugly sisters in Cinderella (at least it will save on make-up costs). And Zak 
Lythgoe will reprise his role as the jolly giant in Jack and the Beanstalk. But the big question 
is who will play the suave, sophisticated, handsome Prince Charming? Well it seems that Tom 
Wood, naturally, was very much in contention but he was just pipped at the post by…Wardy! 
Never mind, Tom. Perhaps next year.

Who Is That Man?
Tony Fretwell is an ex-pro, who played for Bradford Bulls, Halifax and Widnes amongst 
others. He is now National Development Officer for the Rugby League but turns out regularly 
for the threes.  He is also a man with a social conscience and grew a moustache for Movember. 
Unfortunately, he didn’t realize how much this changed his 
appearance, as when he stepped in to break up a slight fracas 
in a recent game, one of the opposition took one look and 
snarled, “Piss off Magnum.”
(He must have been an old guy because even I can only just 
remember Magnum P.I.)



North One West Fixtures 2015-16
DATE OPPOSITION RESULT Sponsor
2015 Home 

Team 1st
  5 Sept Wilmslow (Away) W 30-45
12 Sept Blackburn (Home) W 49-13
19 Sept Leigh (Away) W 22-26
26 Sept Vale of Lune (Home) W 45-23
3 Oct Rochdale (Away) W 17-23
10 Oct Widnes (Home) W 38-3 Emma & Richard 

Woodward
17 Oct Carlisle (Away W 19-21
24 Oct Penrith (Home) W 36-14
7 Nov Kendal (Away) L 27-12
14 Nov Kirkby Lonsdale (Home) D 12-12 Warrington Ladies
21 Nov Broughton Park (Away) W 19-32

5 Dec Eccles (Away) L 24-20

12 Dec Altrincham Kersal (Home) Steve Riley
19 Dec Blackburn (Away)
2016
9 Jan Leigh (Home)
16 Jan Vale of Lune (Away)
23 Jan Rochdale (Home) Dave Cunningham
30 Jan Widnes (Away)
6 Feb Blackburn (Away)
13 Feb Carlisle (Home)
20 Feb Penrith (Away)
5 Mar Kendal (Home) Dave Jervis
19 Mar Kirkby Lonsdale (Away)
2 April Broughton Park (Home)
9 April Eccles (Home) Dave Broadbent
16 April Altrincham Kersal (Away)
23 Apr Wilmslow (Home) Ross Thompson

Match Sponsors Wanted
We still have quite a few match sponsorships available. If you feel you can support the club, 
while emtertaining colleagues, clients or friends, speak to Sean Hughes or Richard Woodward.
Sponsorships start at £250 plus VAT and guarantee an excellent afternoon at the Club.



Warrington RUFC  vs. Altrincham Kersal RUFC 

WARRINGTON  RUFC                      Altrincham Kersal RUFC
Colours:  Green, Scarlet & White                              Colours: Black, White and Red

Kick Off 2:15 p.m. 
TEAMS 

C O’Rourke 1 P O’Connor
S Hughes (Captain) 2 J Geddes
E Johnstone 3 N Bailey
E McGregor 4 S Clayton
Z Lythgoe 5 S Nield
J Riley 6 C Thorburn
S Callendar 7 A Frost
D Fleming 8 T Laga (Captain)
B Hockenhull 9 C Yates
T Wood 10 M Watson
N Beasley 11 D Coleman
J Smith 12 P Kilburn
K Hughes 13 J P Singleton
D Norman 14 R Horton
S Pilkington 15 J Coulson

Bench
S Bennett 16 J Gallimore
P Edwards 17 J Snoddy
H Fraser 18 A Lofthouse
Coach:  A Roberts Coach:  C Smith

Referee: Rob Sheard, Manchester Society

This Week’s Match Sponsor

This week’s match sponsor is Steve Riley. Steve is a long-time supporter of the club, having 
played here with some distinction and having served as chairman for a few years. Although his 
job tends to take him out of the country to exotic places, which he invariably posts on Face-
book, he still finds time to help with coaching the minis and juniors and generally getting 
involved with club affairs. He has also had to generosity to provide us with two excellent young 
players in Josh, who is a regular with the 1st team and Jacob, an up-and-coming stand-off. 
We hope that you and your guests enjoy your afternoon. 



Apperances

Name Games  This Year +Bench Total Tries this Season Points This Season
Beesley Nathan 10+2 20 6 30

Brazendale James 0+2 ? 1 5
Caldwell Max 2 9
Callander Sean 11 43 1 5
Connelly Matt 12 73 3 15
Edwards Pete 0+4 16
Fleming Dan 10 + 1 107 1 5
Griffiths Dan 0+1 21
Haddon Mike 2 + 1 150

Hockenhull Ben 12 13 35
Hughes Sean 7 83 1 5
Hughes Kieran 7+1 72 6 30

Johnstone Elliot 8+3 67 3 15
Johnstone Luke 6+1 101 2 10

Jones Kevin 3 246
Lynch Phil 2+2 43
Lyon Phil 0 + 1 1

Marland Alex 3+1 4
McGregor James 4 +3 7
Nicholls Sam 2+1 13 1 5
Norman Darren 9+1 10 4 102
O’Rourke Clement 11 39
Pilkington Steve 11+1 67 3 15

Preston Ryan 0+2 22
Riley Josh 10 ? 2 10

Rockey Matt 2+2 ?
Smith Jono 3 ? 2 10

Thompson Jamie 6+1 ? 3 15
Walker Max 12 22 2 10
Ward Jon 5 +3 26
Wood Tom 12 100 7 35

Don’t Forget, You Still Have Time To Buy The Calendar For Xmas



    Farewell Jonah Lomu

Three weeks ago, Jonah Lomu died. He was a giant of the game and the man who was, probably, the first global 
superstar of Rugby. But as well as being a giant physically, he was also a giant personality, who was a great ambas-
sador for the game, who never lost his humility and who was active in his responsibilities in spite of the unforgiving 
kidney disease, which struck him at the early age of 21.

I first saw Jonah Lomu when he appeared in the Hong Kong Sevens as a 19 year old in 1994. I remember watching 
him on television and thinking, “Who the hell is that?” Well, I didn’t have long to wait to find out when he took the 
World Cup by storm the following year. Will Carling famously said of him “He is a freak and the sooner he goes 
away the better.”  That was after that try, when he smashed through Tony Underwood and Mike Catt to create what 
was voted the 19th greatest sporting moment ever by the UK public in 2002. Perhaps he was a freak, if greatness has 
something of the freakish in it, but more than anything he had all the qualities of a supreme rugby player. His pace 
and power were outstanding. But he also had superb balance which meant that he could get tackled high or low and 
still maintain his momentum. As a result, he could run around you, run over you or run through you.

As his one-time team mate, Zinzan Brooke has said, “When I played with him, we used to say that once he got the 
ball and had broken past the first defender, then we could safely run back to halfway for the restart, even though he 
had another 25 metres and another six guys to run through.”

He was held in the same respect, and awe, by teams he played against. Sir Clive Woodward tells the story that 
before each game, as part of hos motivational talk, he would list both sides and say, “there’s absolutely nobody I’d 
swap man for man.” At the end of one talk, Will Greenwood put up his hand and said, “Clive, we’re all with you but 
on behalf of all the team, I think we would swap Austin Healey for Jonah Lomu.”

And perhaps there is no better example of the way opposing sides viewed Jonah than when Paul Burke, the sub-
stitute Irish stand-off, who was sitting on the bench when Ireland were playing New Zealand, suddenly exclaimed 
“I’m not going on, I’m not going on,” when there was am injury in the Irish backs.

I actually saw Jonah Lomu in the flesh, in the opening ceremony of the 2011 World Cup at Eden Park. He came 
onto the pitch, holding the hand of a little lad and the whole stadium erupted. But I was at the top of the stand and 
that is the closest I have ever come to greatness.

Jonah lived for just twenty years after his World Cup debut but he packed a helluva lot into those years. He amassed 
63 caps for New Zealand, he won a gold medal in the Sevens event at the 1998 Commonwealth Games, he played 
club rugby for the Blues, the Chiefs, the Hurricanes, Wainulamata, Cardiff Blues and Marseilles and he fathered 
two children. Even after being diagnosed with his serious kidney complaint, which necessitated regular dialysis and 
a transplant  in 2004, he still continued playing. However, it eventually became clear that nephrotic syndrome was 
something that he couldn’t run around, run over or run through. He died on 15th November in Auckland after return-
ing from the UK, where he had been heavily involved in promotional work for the Rugby World Cup. RIP, big man. 
Will we ever see your like again?



Matches Played 5th December

Eccles 24  Warrington 20

Warrrington suffered only their second defeat of the season in the relentless rain of Eccles and although they man-
aged to secure a losing bonus point. They were in fact well-beaten by the steadfast Eccles defence

In the opening twenty minutes it seemed as though another good win was very much on the cards, as they strode 
into a 13-0 lead. First, Darren Norman kicked a penalty and then Warrington started to use what little possession 
they had to pressure the Eccles line.  The forwards backed up a surging break from Max Walker and then fed their 
back line and Tom Wood strolled over for a good try. Darren Norman converted.

Unfortunately, Warrington were then reduced to 14 men with the dismissal of Matt Connelly and although they 
managed a second Norman penalty, they now started to find themselves increasingly under the c
osh. First Eccles used their numerical advantage to create an overlap and touch down in the corner and then they 
exerted pressure at a set scrum, produced quick ball and scooted over between the posts. The conversion made the 
score 13-12 at half time.

Warrington’s woes were further compounded early in the second period, when scrum half Ben Hockenhull had to 
leave the field with mild concussion and Eccles capita;ised on Warrington’s enforced reorganization with a disput-
ed try in the corner. The home side then scored what was probably the try of the match when their inside centre 
sliced though the Warrington defence from 40 yards out. The conversion took the score to 24-13 and the game was 
effectively lost at this stage. However, still continued to batter the Eccles defence and eventually earned their re-
ward when Tom Wood claimed his second try. The Norman conversion took Warrington within one score of victory 
but the Eccles defence, which was outstanding all afternoon, held out.

“We battled well against the odds today,” said coach Andy Roberts. “Unfortunately, our attack was a bit one-di-
mensional, they defended well and the handicap of being one man down eventually proved too much.”

Warrington 2nd XV 23  Burnage 2nd XV 13

Warrington’s second team put in a strong second half performance to come from behind and maintain their fourth 
position in Standish Media Services Division 1.

Playing into a very strong wind in the first half, Warrington opened the scoring with two penalties from Shaun Mc-
Dermott. Burnage replied with a penalty of their own but Warrington increased their lead when the backs combined 
well to create the space for Haydn Fraser to show his pace and scorch over in the corner.

The visitors used their well-drilled pack to drive over for two unconverted tries and the sides turned round with the 
score 11-13.

The second half belonged totally to Warrington. They ruled the set scrums, where iconic hooker Paul Thompson 
took five strikes against the head, and the backs used the plethora of possession to show of their skills. With Jack 
Hannon controlling the base of the scrum and with full back Will Larbey threatening the defence with dangerous 
incursions into the line, it wasn’t long before Warrington had their second try on the scoreboard. From a pick up 
at number 8, the ball flashed to Craig Byrne and the robust centre, who was outstanding throughout, shrugged off 
four potential tacklers to touch down. Shaun McDermott converted. The Warrington pack then closed down the 
game and the inevitable victory was sealed when the ever-alert Ryan Carter finished off an excellent backs’ move 
to score.

“This was a good result in very difficult conditions,” said player/coach Paul Thompson. “I was especially pleased 
with the way the lads came from behind and showed their killer instinct to finish off the opposition in the second 
period.”
 



Matches Played 21 November

Broughton Park 19  Warrington 32

Warrington eventually gained a clear victory over what has become their bogey team in recent years but the win was 
sealed only by twelve minutes of signature Warrington rugby, after they had allowed Broughton Park to take a 19-13 
lead with just 12 minutes left on the clock.

The game began at high speed on the big Park pitch. Warrington’s front row soon established dominance over the 
heavier Park pack but the home side soon proved more street-wise in the breakdown and the tackle, where they pro-
ceeded to strip ball-carriers almost at will.  But first blood went to Warrington when Nathan Beasley was halted after 
a mazy run but Park were penalized at the ensuing break-down and Darren Norman made no mistake to put three 
points on the board. 

After withstanding a period of Park pressure, Warrington added to their points total when Darren Norman kicked a 
second penalty but Park responded with two five yard scrums. From the second of these they released their backs 
and scored a copybook try in the corner, but this was unconverted.

At this stage, Warrington suffered the loss of Josh Riley, one of their prime line-out jumpers, with a damaged 
shoulder but Sean Callendar, supported ably by Matt Connelly, continued to provide good possession. In fact, it 
was possession from a line five yards out which allowed Warrington to set up a good ruck before scrum-half Ben 
Hockenhull picked up and flashed a disguised back pass to prop Elliot Johnstone who crashed over. Darren Norman 
converted and Warrington led 13-6 at the turn around.

The second half was littered with Warrington mistakes, with ball being spilled or handed over in the tackle. Park 
were quick to take advantage of the visitors’ generosity and scored a second try through a driving maul. They then 
continued to punish Warrington’s uncharacteristic fumbling, kicked three penalties to take a 19-13 lead and seemed 
set for another victory in Manchester.

Fortunately, Warrington regained their composure and their proven rugby skills. Realising that the opposition was 
tiring fast, they started to run the ball at every opportunity and a break by Keiran Hughes, continued b Max Walker 
gave Darren Norman the opportunity to squeeze in at the corner. With their tails up, the Warrington backs started 
to play the kind of rugby which has brought them success all season and, after the forwards had worked patiently 
through six phases, Keiron Hughes skipped over from close range. Darren Norman converted to take Warrington 
into a six point lead. The game, and the bonus point, was sealed in the closing minutes when Keiron Hughes threw a 
long pass to Matt Connelly, who took the ball brilliantly at ankle level. The wing forward, who had been tirleless all 
afternoon broke through the spent defence and touched down under the posts to allow Norman a final conversion.

“We always find it difficult at Broughton Park,” said coach Andy Roberts. “For three quarters of the game we played 
probably our worst rugby of the season. Fortunately, we eventually found our mojo and scored 19 unanswered 
points in 12 minutes. However, the three teams above us in the league all achieved bonus point victories, so the table 
remains unchanged, with just five points separating the top four.”

Warrington 2nd XV 10  Broughton Park 2nd XV 15

Warrington’s second team suffered an unexpected home loss against a Broughton Park side who are five place below 
them in the Standish Media Services Division 1. However, Warrington still maintain their position at fifth in the 
league but are now nine points adrift from the leaders.

It was Warrington who were first to sett the scoreboard ticking when Shaun McDermott kicked a penalty. The 
heavier Park pack then started to gain the upper hand and it was their pack which saw the visitors take the lead with 
a copy book catch and drive from a line out. The visitors went further ahead just before half tme when they scored a 
breakaway try, starting inside their own half but excellent cover defence forced them into the corner and they were 
unable to manage the conversion.



Warrington came back strongly in the first twenty minutes of the second period and were rewarded for their efforts 
when number 8 James Brazendale powered over in the corner. Shaun McDermott kicked the touchline conversion 
and the sides were level. Warrington were then thrown onto the back foot and in spite of a superb defensive effort 
with Nick Pennington and Sam Bennett outstanding, Park managed to scrape the winning score when their winger 
crossed in the corner, although seemingly having stepped into touch.

“A disappointing result,” was the summing up of coach Paul Thompson. “We were probably too lax in the first 
period but, all in all, Park deserved the win.”

Warrington 3rd XV 19 Glossop 2nd XV 10

Warrington’s third team did well to hold off the challenge of a Glossop side which lies two places ahead of them in 
the league table. The win was especially praiseworthy, as the side was basically cobbled together minutes before 
kick off and most of the team had never played together before.

Fortunately, the team contained a nucleus of seasoned players and it was one of these, Christian White, who 
showed great initiative when he took a quick tap penalty 15 yards out to drift over for the first try.

Glossop replied with a penalty try, which, strangely, was not converted but another of the side’s veterans, Ryan 
Carter, took Warrington into a half time lead when he dummied his way over and then converted his try.

The second half saw Warrington playing with greater cohesion, threatening the Glossop line on several occasions, 
with some excellent running from Will Larbey at full back. The lead was increased when Taylor Wheat scored a 
typical winger’s try which was converted by Ryan Carter. Glossop then tuned to their heavyweight pack and man-
aged to trundle over for an unconverted try but Warrington’s defence held firm to restrict any further score.

“Bearing in mind how we gathered the team, this was a great team effort,” said acting coach, veteran John Morris. 
“Everybody settled in quickly and stepped up to the mark to earn a good win.”

Matches Played 28 November

Warrington 2nd XV 21  Rossendale 2nd XV 21

Warrington’s second team took a much-used leaf our of their first team’s current play book and overcame a 12 
point deficit to snatch a draw with the last kick of the match. And even though the atrocious weather conspired 
against open play, both evenly-matched sides managed to serve up several helpings of excellent rugby.

The highlights of the game were a magnificent solo effort from Matt Rockey and a try by full back Will Larbey in 
the closing seconds, superbly converted by Matt Rockey from the touchline to level the scores.

“I don’t know where the lads found the spirit from,” said a smiling player-coach Paul Thompson. “But we came 
back from the dead to earn a well-deserved draw. Mind you, we could have won if Marr Rockey had converted that 
first try…”

Warrington 3rd XV 13  Stockport 3rd XV 21

In what turned out to be truly a game of two halves, Warrington’s third team lost out to a bigger and strongerStock-
port side on a wet and windy day at Walton Lea Rd.

Both sides exchanged penalties before Matt Gromshaw picked up a loose Stockport kick on halfway and weaved 
his way under the posts. Dan Griffiths added the conversion to his earlier penalty. Griffiths kicked a second penalty 
just before half time but Warrington had no answer to the heavier Stockport pack in the second period and conced-
ed 11 unanswered points. 


