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A Message from the President 
  
I would like to welcome you all to Warrington RUFC 
and I hope you enjoy your afternoon with us. 
  
Warrington has enjoyed some success over the past 
years, since our promotion to North One West but it 
doesn't get any easier. This year the competition looks to 
be even harder than last season with clubs of great 
tradition such as Vale of Lune, and Wilmslow and 
promoted clubs Altrincham Kersal, back this season, 
Bowdon and Keswick newcomers to this league, as in 
life, changes offer new challenges. 
  
Once again, it seems that there will be no such thing as an easy game but that also ensures a 
good level of entertainment for spectators and enjoyable, testing matches for the players. 
  
Annual plea, we can all contribute in so many ways as those who have gone before us as 
Members of WRUFC have done. Players need to remember that it is not just about playing. 
Fund raising and making sure everything runs smoothly on match days and all the other small 
but essential tasks is not just the province of those of us who are at the age where sadly playing 
is no longer possible. The more people who volunteer and get stuck in, the stronger our Club 
will become. 
  
Former players making a perhaps an infrequent visit to the Club are more than welcome we can 
always find something for you to do!   You will have taken a lot out of the game. Please think 
seriously about what you can put back in, just as there were the "old farts" in your day who 
made sure that the baths were run, the tea made, the pitch marked ,the game refereed, the raffle 
run and so on. 
  
I would also take this opportunity to thank all spectators, and especially visiting spectators, for 
buying this programme. We are not a rich club and we must mainly rely on the income which we 
generate ourselves from sponsorships, events, raffles, occasional donations - and programme 
sales. So many thanks for your contribution, which helps to fund the playing side of our 
activities as well as helping us, enhance the outstanding facilities we enjoy at Warrington Sports 
Club. 
  
Once again, I wish a very warm welcome to all of you, Warrington supporters as well as visitors, 
match officials and players. We hope you will enjoy the rugby on offer and that you will also 
enjoy the beer and banter in the bar after the match. 
  
GEOFF PERKS 
President, Warrington RUFC



 

Welcome to Burnage RUFC 

Warrington RUFC extends a very warm welcome to the players, officials and 
spectators of Burnage RUFC. We look forward to an enjoyable game and a convivial 
time in the bar afterwards 

Burnage Rugby Club was founded as an old boys' club for ex-pupils of Burnage High 
School. In the 1970s they moved from one pitch site on Queensway in Burnage, 
Manchester, to a new site in Heaton Mersey, Stockport where they are today. They 
have had a fair share of difficulties, including two fires which destroyed the club house 
and its temporary replacement respectively. Like the best Burnage teams though, the 
membership clubbed together to work their way out of trouble. Hard work on and off 
the field paid dividends: they now have a comfortable and spacious club house, an 
artificial rugby pitch a 3G floodlit 5 a side football pitch, and 2 large, well-tended 
grass rugby pitches. The 2011/12 season marked the 75th anniversary of the founding 
of Burnage RUFC. 

Playing in North One West for the last couple of seasons Burnage have had mixed 
success and last season finished 11th one point behind Warrington who were 9th. 
Warrington has lost a number of senior players from last season but a young team has 
performed with great credit in our opening matches. Our visitors Burnage lost their 
opening 2 fixtures of this season by 4pts on both occasions but had a narrow win last 
time out over Altincham Kersal. A tight game is predicted may the best side win on the 
day.

Footnote 

The Warrington club would remind supporters to refrain from the use 
language that today is considered defamatory, offensive or that could be 
seen as abuse or harassment to other spectators, players or officials, 
whether anything you may consider right or wrong in the game you are 
watching. 

Thank you



Douglas (IOM) 20 Warrington 8   
6th September 2019 

  
A stalwart display from a much-changed Warrington squad saw them just miss out on a 
deserved losing bonus point when Douglas sealed their win with a try in the closing seconds of 
a game which could have gone either way. 
  
Away games in the Isle of Man are always difficult and Warrington’s opening fixture of the 
new season was made more difficult by the fact that they took the field without a number of the 
key players from last season, due to injury, defection and retirement. However, Warrington’s 
new-look side showed that they lack nothing in team spirit and belief. 
  
Douglas took the lead after ten minutes with a well-struck penalty, Warrington soon replied 
with a penalty from Darren Norman. Douglas then increased their lead with a converted try in 
the corner, created by excellent handling but Warrington soon reduced the deficit when 
substitute Alex Stewart broke free and ran 50 yards to touch down and make the half time score 
10-8 to the home side. 

The second half saw the Douglas pack start to dominate, especially through their aggressive 
back row, and this dominance eventually broke the resilient Warrington defence and earned 
them a try in the corner. Warrington had chances to reply but were unable to convert their 
enthusiasm into points. However, their defence was outstanding, especially in the centre, where 
Tom Arnold and Jack Stride were outstanding. Unfortunately, Douglas had the last word when 
they touched down in the corner in the closing seconds of a hard-fought game, 
  
“You can coach many things,” reflected coach Andy Roberts. “But you can’t instil team spirit. 
That comes from the players themselves. Today’s game demonstrated the excellent team spirit 
we have and that fills me with confidence for the rest of the season.” 

Pictures taken from Douglas Rufc website



1st XV League Table & Recent Results



Vale of Lune 28  Warrington 18 
13th September 2019 

  
In a game between two sides which are both re-organising after close season defections, for 
the second week in succession, Warrington narrowly failed to claim an away losing bonus 
point, although this was a match they could just as easily have won. 
  
Warrington began strongly and this pressure gave them an early penalty which was duly 
despatched by Darren Norman. Vale soon replied when they won the ball at a scrum in the 
Warrington 22 and good handling from the backs saw them score in the corner. An excellent 
conversion saw the home side take a 7-3 lead. The rest of the first half was then littered by 
mistakes and handling errors from two sides trying to adjust to the pace of playing at this 
level before Warrington were dealt a serious blow when their senior back, Tom Arnold, the 
sole survivor from last season’s excellent back line, was forced to leave the field with a leg 
injury. However, Warrington maintained their aggression and a second penalty from Darren 
Norman saw the sides turn round with the score at 7-6. 
  
Vale increased their lead early in the second period with a scrambled try, although the 
subsequent conversion appeared to be taken from a position which was ten yards closer to the 
posts from the touch-down. A third Vale try was scored shortly afterwards try following a 
telling break from the right centre and the conversion gave the home side a 15 point lead. 
  
However, Warrington were far from finished and a strong run from Max Caldwell saw the 
forwards re-cycle the ball with patience before space was created for right winger Jack 
Morgan to stroll over unopposed. Darren Norman converted. Ten minutes later, the ever-
vigilant Sean Callander charged down a Vale attempted clearance kick, picked up the ball and 
crossed in the corner to take Warrington within three points of their opponents. 
  
Unfortunately, Vale had the last word when they applied pressure on the Warrington line and 
their industrious scrum half, who was feisty and creative throughout stole over for a well-
deserved try, which was converted. 
  
“Obviously, we are still a work in progress,” admitted coach Andy Roberts. “But once again 
we showed great spirit, in both defence and attack. I am confident that we can improve with 
every game to once again become a force in this very difficult league.”

Pictures taken from Vale of Lune Rufc website





Warrington RUFC vs. Burnage RUFC 
WARRINGTON RUFC BURNAGE RUFC 

            Colours: Green, Scarlet & White. Colours: Black & Amber 

Saturday 28 September 2019, Kick off 3pm 

Referee: Mark Hiney, Manchester Society 

Warm welcome to today’s guests, opposition and referee,  

We hope a great day and game is enjoyed by all. 

Today’s Match Sponsored by, 
Today’s match unfortunately doesn’t have a sponsor.  
If you would like to sponsor a match please contact  

via email warringtonrufc@sky.com or call 07977737902

Tries Pens/DG Con

15 D. Norman J. Clark 15

14 J. Morgan J. Wrigkey 14

13 M. Caldwell S. Oldham 13

12 J. Stride R. Evans 12

11 D. Griffiths B. Bodinhim 11

10 A. Roberts G. Oakey 10

9 B. Dixon J. Hodder 9

8 S. Callender R. Lawson 8

7 H. Kellett R. Kerins 7

6 J. Evans F. Wilson 6

5 P. Lynch R. Goakes 5

4 J. Downes (C) S. Hunter 4

3 T. Green R. O’Hare 3

2 C. White S. McRae 2

1 S. Bennett A. Brooks 1

16 N. Povey J. Williams 16

17 G. Percival K. Merrick 17

18 L. Turner J. Ledgard 18

Andy Roberts Head Coach



North One West Fixtures 2019-2020
Date Opposition Result Sponsor

Sept 07 Douglas (I.O.M) (A) 20 - 8 L
Sept 14 Vale of Lune (A) 28 - 18 L
Sept 21 Birkenhead Park (A) 50 - 7 L
Sept 28 Burnage (H)
Oct 5 Northwich (A)

Oct 12 Altrincham Kersal (H)
Oct 19 Wilmslow (H)
Oct 26 Bowdon (A)
Nov 9 Firwood Waterloo (H)

Nov 16 Keswick (A)
Nov 23 Stockport (H)
Dec 7 Penrith (A)
Dec 14 Broughton Park (H)
Jan 4 Vale of Lune (H)

Jan 11 Birkenhead Park (H)
Jan 18 Burnage (A)
 Feb 1 Northwich (H)
 Feb 8 Altrincham Kersal (A)

 Feb 15 Wilmslow (H)
 Feb 29 Bowdon (H)
Mar 7 Firwood Waterloo (A)

Mar 14 Keswick (H)
Mar 21 Stockport (A)
Mar 28 Penrith (H)
Apr 4 Broughton Park (A)

Apr 18 Douglas (I.O.M) (H)

WARRINGTON RUFC ARE PROUD TO BE IN PARTNERSHIP WITH:



2nd XV League Table & Recent Results



Chester 3rd XV 20  Warrington 2nd XV 38 
6th September 2019 

  
Warrington’s second team began their new campaign with an excellent win over Chester. An 
awesome first half saw them cruise into a 24-8 first half lead and although they allowed the 
opposition to creep within four points in the second half, mainly due to injuries to key players, 
they recovered well to score two further late tries. 
  
It didn’t take long for Warrington to get the scoreboard ticking when Luke Turner made ground 
before Mark Tickle picked up a loose turnover and fed Ryan Eastwood and the leggy second 
row showed great pace to gallop over from 40 yards. Two minutes later, a testing kick from 
Matt Rockey was followed up by the speedy Warrington backs and the resultant pressure saw 
the ball find its way to Craig Byrne who drew three tacklers before the ball flashed across the 
line to Luke Turner, who crossed in the corner. Andy Almond converted. 
  
Although Chester were ruling the lines through their lanky number 8, Warrington were winning 
the turnovers and a Chester penalty was soon answered when Matt Rockey dummied his way 
over and Andy Almond’s conversion made the score 19-3. The lead was increased when the 
ball was recycled after a signature Craig Byrne bullocking run and a beautiful missed pass from 
Matt Rockey saw Luke Turner cross n the corner. Chester showed good hands to score their 
first try shortly before half time and the sides turned around with Warrington leading 24-8. 
  
The home side showed new commitment at the start of the second half when their forwards 
combined to drive over and the game seemed in the balance when Warrington lost three key 
players through injury. First, Mark Tickle went off with a hip abductor problem, then 
industrious scrum half Tim Murphy had to retire with a shoulder injury and finally their iconic 
skipper Craig Byrne limped off with an inconsequential blister on his heel. Chester 
immediately took advantage when their number 8 outpaced the Warrington defence to touch 
down under the posts and allow an easy conversion which took the to four points of the 
Warrington score. 
  
The home side could have gone into the lead but for a knock on with the line open but Alec 
Marland eventually settled Warrington nerves when he muscled over from six inches, although 
this was soon claimed to be 20 yards. Andy Almond converted.  The win was soon sealed when 
the forwards drove well in the Chester red zone before releasing the ball which flashed across 
the line to Luke Turner who touched down once again, much to the delight of his heavily 
bandaged father. Andy Almond converted magnificently from the touchline and the game was 
over. 
  
A still-limping Craig Byrne was enthusiastic in his praise for his team’s performance. “This 
was an excellent result, from a side which combines experience and youth. It looks like a good 
season in front of us, although I shall probably have to buy a new pair of boots.”



RWC 2019 Quiz 

The 2019 Rugby World has started so a Quiz is in order. 

1. Name the only player to play in every minute of all 
England's tournament matches when they won the world 
cup in 2003? 
2. Name the youngest player to appear in a final? 
3. Before the start of the 2019 tournament, New Zealand had played 50 World 
Cup tournament matches but how many of these had they lost? 
4. England have been in three but how many tries have they scored in World 
Cup Finals? 
5. Which All Black player scored the opening try of the first match at both the 
1987 and 1991 Rugby World Cups? 
6. Which South African kicked five drop-goals against England in Paris, in 
1999? 
7. What number did Nelson Mandela have on his back when he wore a 
Springbock jersey to present the Rugby World Cup in 1995? 
8. Which country won the 1991 World Cup? 
9. Name New Zealand’s captain going into the first ever tournament? 
10. What is the name of the trophy awarded to the world cup winner? 
11. Which British team came fourth in the 1991 tournament? 
12. Since 1995, how many teams compete in each tournament? 
13. Who scored England's only points in the 1991 Rugby World Cup Final? 
14. Who was the first ever player sent off? 
15. Which French player captained his team at the 2003 World Cup, retiring 
after their semi-final exit? 
16. Which player is best known for kicking the winning penalty in the 2011 
Rugby World Cup Final? 
17. Name the only city to have hosted matches in four Rugby World Cups? 
18. Before the start of the 2019 tournament which country has won most World 
Cup tournament matches: Ireland, Scotland or Wales? 
19. At 19 years and 166 days who is the youngest try-scorer in World Cup 
history? 
20. Pre-2019 tournament, who holds the record for most World Cup matches 
with 22?



RWC 2019 Quiz 
Answer Page 
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Answer will be posted on the Warrington RUFC web site on Sunday morning. 

www.warringtonrufc.com 

Thanks for taking part
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http://www.warringtonrufc.com
http://www.warringtonrufc.com


Checkout our online club shop  
www.akumashops.com/warrington/shop/ 

Password is available on request  



Warrington RUFC would like to thank 
all of our generous sponsors. 

All of our sponsors details can be directly 
linked from our club website. 
www.warringtonrufc.com



Warrington RUFC  hope you have enjoyed your 
day. 

We look forward to seeing you again. 

Please remember respect the players, referee & 
the venue. 

Thank you


