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	 A Message from the President	 

I would like to welcome you all to South Warrington Sports 
Club, Stockton Lane, Grappenhall, the home of WARRINGTON 
RUFC.


The past 18 months has been tough for everyone and never 
more so than to our rugby playing fraternity due to Covid-19 
Lockdowns etc., Rugby fixtures were at a standstill from March 
2020 and the RFU cancelled the 2020/21 league season. On the 
positive side all players at all levels have been training supported 
by dedicated club coach Stu Beeley with his team and all the 
Mini & Junior coaches which is a testament to the spirit in the 
club. Changes have been made, improvements inside and outside 
the club house which I sure will benefit us all now that rugby has 
returned. I would like to thank all who have put time and effort into these changes but in this 
regard special mentions goes to our chairman Lewis Nunn and his team looked after the 
infrastructure, and Nick Stafford who advised the club on Covid-19 matters. The support from 
our rugby club community was also a major factor in the unbelievable response to the 
Lockdown Challenge held over a weekend in November 2020 which raised over £5000 which 
was shared equally between the Club and NHS Warrington & Halton Hospital's Charity so 
another big thanks to all concerned especially Dave Evans and the team who put it all together


Now to season 2021/22 which sees the club playing in North 2 West which comes as a result of 
our position in North 1 West when the 2019/20 season was curtailed. Warrington renew rivalries 
with some teams from the past so once again, it seems that there will be no such thing as an 
easy game but that also ensures a good level of entertainment for spectators, enjoyable and 
testing matches for the players.


Annual plea, we can all contribute in so many ways as those who have gone before us as 
Members of WRUFC have done. Players need to remember that it is not just about playing. 
Fund raising and making sure everything runs smoothly on match days and all the other small 
but essential tasks is not just the province of those of us who are at the age where sadly playing 
is no longer possible. The more people who volunteer and get stuck in, the stronger our Club 
will become. Former players making a perhaps an infrequent visit to the Club are more than 
welcome we can always find something for you to do!  You will have taken a lot out of the 
game. Please think seriously about what you can put back in, just as there were the "old farts" in 
your day who made sure that the baths were run, the tea made, the pitch marked, the game 
refereed, the raffle run and so on.


I would also take this opportunity to thank all spectators, and especially visiting spectators, for 
buying this programme. We are not a rich club so rely on the income which we generate 
ourselves from sponsorships, events, raffles, occasional donations, programme sales and now 
bar sales. So many thanks for your contributions, which help to fund the playing side of our 
activities as well as helping us to enhance the facilities.


Once again, I wish a very warm welcome to all of you, Warrington supporters as well as 
visitors, match officials and players. We hope you will enjoy the rugby on offer and that you 
will also enjoy the beer and banter in the bar after the match.


GEOFF PERKS

President, Warrington RUFC


www.warringtonrufc.co.uk

Follow Warrington RUFC on Twitter, Facebook, & Instagram






Footnote


Warrington Rugby Union club would remind supporters to refrain from the use language 
that today is considered defamatory, offensive or that could be seen as abuse or 
harassment to other spectators, players or officials, whether anything you may consider 
right or wrong in the game you are watching.


Thank you

Welcome to St Benedicts 

Warrington RUFC extends a very warm welcome to the players, officials and spectators of St Benedicts 
on their league visit and we look forward to an enjoyable game.


Benedict’s was founded in 1974, a Rugby Union Club, following the arrival of a Junior Priest (Fr Jim 
Allen) to the Parish of St Benedicts, Whitehaven, Jim was an enthusiastic amateur player who wanted to 
start a Rugby Union Club in what was and still is a Hotbed of Amateur and Professional Rugby League. 
The club joined Cumbria RU the following season and commenced to play in the County Shield League, 
which in essence was for Senior Clubs 2XVs and Junior Clubs 1XVs to compete in. The club went from 
strength to strength and by the mid-80s had won the Shield League 5 Years in a Row.


This is one of many long away trips for the Cumbrian club, as their only short hops are to Cockermouth 
and Keswick. We made the trek up to Whitehaven on 24th September 2016 in the first meeting between 
the clubs and played a side which was continuing its success in the North Lancs and Cumbria Division by 
winning its first two games in North 1 West. They made it three by beating us. After dominating the 
opening exchanges, Warrington suddenly found themselves behind when a speculative kick and a 
fortuitous bounce gave Benedict’s the lead after 20 minutes. Although Warrington replied with a 
converted 30 yard try from prop Elliot Johnstone, two Benedict’s penalties gave the home side a six-point 
half time lead. The second half saw Benedict’s adopt a running, rather than a kicking, approach to their 
game and this allowed them to score a further twelve points without reply, although Warrington could take 
some comfort from the fact that they lost three key players through injury’s  On the 7th January 2017 saw 
the return fixture spectators’ fingernails were bitten to the quick at Walton Lea Road, as Warrington 
sneaked a last minute 28-26 win over St Benedicts, after leading by 22 points with just thirty minutes left 
on the clock, St Benedicts  fought back to lead 26-25 and only a last minute penalty from Gillooly gave 
Warrington victory in a match that saw both teams score 4 tries. Season 2017/18- On 11th November 2017 
Warrington travelled up to Whitehaven and in a feisty game can away with a 17-8 win after a good first 
half and resolute defence in the second. St Benedicts struggled in the latter half of the 2017/18 season 
their second in North 1 West and unfortunately dropped out of the league in March 2018. Today after 
winning the Cumbria Division One in season 2019/20, winning 18 of their 19 matches, see them once 
again on the road travelling down to Lancashire and Cheshire in season 2021/22.  Warrington last game 
was defeat at Anselmians who appear to be the strongest side in the division, St Benedicts on the hand 
were held to a draw. It is hoped for a dry day, an entertaining game and may the best side win on the day. 





WARRINGTON 26 LEIGH 22


The first Warrington-Leigh encounter for 5 years 
proved as nail-bitingly close as these fixtures usually 
are. The visitors made the early running and popped 
over a penalty with ten minutes gone. A second 
penalty a minute later was missed then it was 
Warrington’s turn to benefit from Leigh 
infringements. A quick short penalty from scrum half 
Josh Riley took Warrington deep into the Leigh half 
with repeated hard drives and good recycling from the 
pack taking the ball up to the Leigh line. A score was 

not on the cards, however, as a resolute Leigh defence resisted doggedly albeit at the expense 
of a few more penalties. With 25 minutes gone Leigh racked up their first try starting from 
half way. A break in the centre and a couple of inside passes gave them a try under the posts 
easily converted. 0-10. With 5 minutes of the half remaining Riley was again the catalyst for 
Warrington pounding on the Leigh line. This time, although the Leigh defence initially held 
out, a yellow card for the visitors, the culmination of too many penalties and a high tackle in 
the red zone, gave the advantage to Warrington with captain Josh Downes crashing over from 
short range after a number of successful pick and 
drives. Centre Matt Beeley added the extras and 2 
minutes later he brought the scores level with a long 
range penalty from just short of the half way line.


HT 10-10


Seemingly buoyed by these levelling scores 
Warrington began to dominate the play forcing 
penalties from Leigh. Matt Beeley’s boot kept the 
scoreboard ticking over and with 30 minutes gone 
Warrington were 9 points up. Warrington went further ahead when youngster Will Morgan 
playing at second row stole a line out ball from Leigh. A quick pass to Downes in the centre 
gave the captain space to build momentum for a break in the middle. 30 yards later a simple 
pass to Phil Lynch in support gave the second rower an easy run to the posts. Beeley’s 
conversion gave Warrington what appeared to be a comfortable lead 26-10 but Leigh had 
other ideas. With 5 minutes to go, a try saving steal by Danny Fleming on Warrington’s line 
saved the day but Leigh were not to be denied. Running back a poor clearance kick, they took 
advantage of some hesitancy in the Warrington centre and crossed for a converted try. A last 
minute flurry saw Leigh score again, this time unconverted, leaving Warrington breathing a 
sigh of relief and giving Leigh a bonus point. This entertaining game showed that Warrington 

have a well drilled pack capable of retaining the 
ball and making the hard yards, and a back 
division with speed and flair to exploit 
possession. Less exuberance, or a greater 
awareness of when to be flamboyant, which will 
surely come with experience, will bring 
dividends.


FT 26-22


Report by Roy Potts WRUFC



 

1st XV League Table & Recent Results



Name Caps
Games


This

Season

Tries

This


Season

Total

Tries

Points

This


Season
Overall Points

Abram Jamie 1 1 0 0 0
Almond Andy ? 0 0 ?
Arnold Tom 89 3 1 34 5 170
Beely Mat 4 4 0 29 29

Bennet Sam 25 3 1 0 5
Bullock Mat 1 1 0 0 0

Brazendale James 15 3 1 0 5
Byrne Craig ? 0 0 0

Caldwell Max 89 3 27 0 135
Craven Joe 1 1 0 0 0
Dixon Ben 17 0 1 0 5

Downes Josh 81 4 2 17 10 85
Eastwood Ryan 6 0 1 0 5

Evans Jonny 60 4 5 0 25
Fleming Dan 213 4 11 0 55
Green Tom 56 4 5 0 25

Griffiths Dan 45 0 6 0 41
Hudson James 11 2 0 14 28
Hudson Oliver 22 2 1 0 5
Jones Kevin 247 72 0 382
Kellet Harry 23 3 1 0 5
Little Luke 3 3 0 0 0
Lynch Phil 122 2 1 7 5 35

Maudsely Will 4 1 5
Morgan Will 2 2 0 0 0
Mullally Thomas 1 1 0 0 0
McEnif Tom 25 2 1 7 5 35

Melhuish Eddie 2 1 0 0 0
Percival George 13 1 0 0 0
Reardon Pat 2 2 0 0 0

Rigby Jack 2 2 1 1 5 5
Riley Josh 137 1 6 0 30

Rockey Mat 162 1 52 0 948
Rowan Alex 8 4 0 0 0
Stride Jack 21 2 3 0 15
Turner Richard ? 1 0 0 ??
Tickle Steve 49 0 1 0 5
Tickle Mark ? 0 0 0 ??

Thompson Jamie 30 0 11 0 55
Turner Luke 6 3 0 0 0
Ward Jon 50 3 1 0 5

White Chris 110 0 26 0 130
Yoxall Shaun 72 0 3 0 15

Senior Rugby Stats

Stats provided by J Downes Accurate as of 12/10/21 



Alan McNeil


It is with great sadness that we remember one of our own, Alan McNeil, who 
passed away suddenly this week.  An age group coach at the club and huge 
rugby fan, he is fondly remembered by so many of us at Warrington RUFC. 
Those he coached remember him vividly for his enthusiasm, encouragement 
on and off the pitch and inspiring team talks! He coached through the junior 
levels with his son Cameron playing at Warrington, many of whom now play 
in the Senior team.


An avid supporter of the senior’s section too, Alan also contributed 
significantly to the social side of our club, whether that is watching the First 
XV or in the clubhouse as a vociferous supporter of his beloved Scotland and 
the Lions. We will dearly miss Alan’s sense of humour and generosity, 
especially with his time; he really was one of life’s true gentlemen. At this time 
we offer our sincere condolences to Carole and family, and our thoughts are 
with you all. 


As a mark of respect the senior 1st and 2nd teams will be observing a minutes 
silence before both their fixtures today.









This Years Senior Colts 


I am writing to tell you about a special team that 
are now in their final year of Junior Rugby as 
Senior Colts. Throughout the past 12 years this 
team has built a formidable reputation as the most 
successful team in the region. It is with some 
melancholy that I write as after coaching them 
from 6 year olds, sadly I won't be with them 
throughout this, their final season together.


 

Like most Warrington teams, we don't have the biggest players but with a strong focus on skill 
development we've been able to be very competitive. Working to a 3 pod system (thank 
youMr Abram) that has enabled this faster game, built on an uncompromising defence.  


Standout highlights would be winning a Preston tournament at u12's when it seemed that every 
age group was dominated by Warrington teams, a trip to Twickers after winning the Manchester 
tournament at under 13's, winning the Leicester 7's tournament, some amazing M&J tours and 
winning every Lancashire Cup so far in Junior Rugby. Thanks to Covid we've missed a few but 
we're still working hard towards the 4th. 


 In addition to the trophies, we've had 9 players receive County honours, 4 in the Sale Academy 
and 1 playing professional Rugby League. But perhaps the biggest achievement is that they're 
still really good mates (most of the time), with 7 of the original 10 players from under 6's still 
with the team. 


As they push themselves towards the dream of a fourth 
Lancashire Cup, I highly recommend calling in to 
watch their tough, fast-paced, high-skilled, exciting brand 
of rugby that they play while you still can. All the Senior 
Colts wish Warrington 1st team the very best of luck today 
and dream of one day getting the call up from Mr Beeley 
to pull on the red, white and green for the 1st team 
themselves. 


From myself, thank you lads, it's been amazing. 


Dave



Warrington RUFC vs. St Benedicts RUFC 
WARRINGTON RUFC			 ST BENEDICTS RUFC 

            	 Colours: Green, Scarlet & White. 		 Colours: Black & Yellow.  

Saturday 16th October 2021. Kick off 2pm 

Referee: Mr Dave Lilley. Manchester & District Society 

Warm welcome to today’s guests, opposition and referee,  
We hope a great day and game is enjoyed by all. 

Today’s Match Sponsored by, 
Today’s match unfortunately doesn’t have a sponsor.  
If you would like to sponsor a match please contact  

via email warringtonrufc@sky.com or call 07977737902

Sponsored By Tries Pens/DG Con

15 O. Hudson Sponsorship Available

14 J Rigby Sponsorship Available

13  M. Caldwell Sponsorship Available

12 J. Stride Sponsorship Available

11 J. Bruckshaw Sponsorship Available

10 M. Beeley S. Mellhuish

9 P. Reardon Sponsorship Available

8 J. Evans Sponsorship Available

7 W. Morgan Sponsorship Available

6 H. Stevens Sponsorship Available

5 D. Fleming Sponsorship Available

4 J. Brazendale Sponsorship Available

3 S. Bennett  The Fleetwood Family

2 C. White (C)  The Fleetwood Family

1 T. Green Sponsorship Available

16 A. Kellett Sponsorship Available

17 P. Lynch Sponsorship Available

18 B. Dixon Sponsorship Available

Stuart Beeley Head Coach



North Two West Fixtures 2021-22
Date Opposition Result Sponsor

Sept 11 Keswick (H) 25-19 L
Sept 18 Rochdale (a) 38-25 L
Sept 25 Leigh (H) 26-22 W
Oct 2 Anselmians (a) 36-3 L
Oct 16 St Benedicts (H)
Oct 23 Southport (a)
Oct 30 Tarleton (H)
Nov 13 De La Salle (a)
Nov 20 Winnington Park (H)
Nov 27 Bolton (a)
Dec 4 Orrell (H)
Dec 11 Cockermouth (a)
Dec 18 Keswick (a)
Jan 8 Rochdale (H)
Jan 15 Leigh (a)
Jan 22 Anselmians (H)
Jan 29 St Benedicts (a)
Feb 12 Southport (H)
Feb 19 Tarleton (a)
Mar 5 De La Salle (H)
Mar 12 Winnington Park (a)
Mar 26 Bolton (H)
Apr 2 Orrell (a)
Apr 9 Cockermouth (H)

WARRINGTON RUFC ARE PROUD TO BE IN PARTNERSHIP WITH:



ECCLES 2ND XV 21 WARRINGTON 2ND XV 37

The result of Warrington’s second visit to Gorton Rd in 3 weeks for Round 1 of the NOWIRUL Trophy 
Competition was much more gratifying this time for the visitors. In a highly entertaining game which at 
times became somewhat feisty, Warrington ran in 5 tries to 2 from Eccles. With only 5 minutes on the clock 
a turnover of maul ball by back rower George Percival was taken deep into Eccles territory by fellow back 
rower Harry Stevens and hooker Matt Bullock. Warrington’s momentum was briefly slowed 10 yards out 
but successive drives saw veteran second rower Rocky Turner crash over for an early lead. 0-5.


Eccles stormed back and aided by 2 consecutive penalties gained a 
line-out on the Warrington 5-meter line. However, spring-heeled 
Stevens demonstrated his pilfering ability in the first of many such 
transactions during the game and the powerful boot of stand-off Kevin 
Jones put Warrington on the attack in the Eccles 22 when the ball was 
knocked on by the Eccles defence. From the resultant scrum Jones and 
centre Joe Brookshaw combined well to split the Eccles defence. 
Winger Will Jones added some hard yards and Stevens completed the 
move with a try wide on the left. 0-10


Eccles replied immediately simply moving the ball down their back 
division to their right winger, the fastest man on the park, who 
crossed wide almost unopposed and touched down under the posts. 
7-10. 2 minutes later, another line out steal by Stevens initiated some 
good forward drives with second rower Sean Yoxall much to the fore 
and a final inside pass from Stevens acting at scrum half to Ollie 
Hudson earned Warrington’s third try converted by Brookshaw. 7-17 
With 5 minutes of the half remaining, Warrington foolishly declined 
3 points from a penalty in front of the posts opting instead for a short 
penalty. Eccles forced a turnover with the ball ending up in their 
speedster’s hands. Despite the valiant attempts of centre Maudsley to cover back the Eccles winger touched 
down under the posts. 14-17. On the stroke of half time, Warrington were awarded another penalty in a 
similar position but this time took 3 points from the boot of Brookshaw. 14-20. HT 14-20


The Warrington back division, despite more changes, were now 
beginning to look a lot more fluid. A skilful interchange involving 
Hudson, now at stand-off, and centres Brookshaw and Maudsley 
earned a fourth Warrington try under the posts for Brookshaw which 
the centre also converted 14-27

With 20 minutes to go Warrington’s superior fitness began to tell as, 
despite an injury to the Eccles tight-head prop which necessitated 
uncontested scrums and evened up possession, Warrington attacked 
aggressively through the pack. With Eccles on the back foot Stevens 
made his second try from 20 metres out, look simple as he glided 

under the posts untouched. Brookshaw converted. 14-34

Eccles pulled a try back when Warrington were penalised for off side in their 22 and were slow to react 
when Eccles took a short penalty 21-34. However, Warrington had the final say with a further 3 points from 
the Brookshaw boot. FT21-37


Roy Potts WRUFC


Warrington 2nd XV are now away to Broughton Park 2nd XV in Round 2 on Saturday 6th November 
KO 14:15


Pictures courtesy of Vincent Mullally  



2nd XV League Table & Recent Results



Young and old combine to see Warrington 2s pick up their 3rd win in 4.


The new norm for the 2s is a team made up of players at the polar 
ends of the age spectrum and after 5 years (and a Covid isolation) 
on the side lines, this weekend saw the return of Kev Jones into 
competitive rugby, whilst at the other end of that spectrum it saw 
former WRUFC colt Ben Unsworth make his 2s debut. The rest of 
the team saw heady mix of youth and experience combine to give 
the team sheet a strong look.


Going into the game with matching (2-1) records the contest 
looked easily matched, but an Anselmians try straight from kick off 

acted as a wake up call to our 2s team that should be challenging around the top of the table. An early 
fracas for a late hit on scum half Andy Almond provided the nudge needed to show that the 2s are a 
tough unit, especially as Chris Sterling asserted himself into the melee to discuss how he wasn't happy 
with the late hit. Warrington took the 3 points on offer and from there didn't look back. After landing the 
penalty Andy Almond stepped his way through a flat footed defence and score to the left of the sticks. A 
Kev Jones try that saw him bump off 3 defenders was chalked off for making the referee one of the 
three. As Warrington then began to find their combinations, a strong run from debutant centre Joe 
Bruckshaw saw him run an excellent line outside fly half Jones, take the pass and bust through to stick a 
long arm out and score; the conversion from AA took us to a half time 17-5 up. Joe on debut again 
showed those age combinations working well in a centre partnership with Tick that saw tick only tackle 
all game in big hits.


The second half saw Warrington dominate in all areas of the game. Harry Stevens showed that stealing 
almost every opposition line out wasn't enough as he got his 
dancing feet and searing gas going to break the line almost at will. 
A third Wire try came off the back of a scrum win in our 22 - Dan 
Johnston worked the blind side and set AA in motion for a try two 
phases later that AA finished himself and converted. A few more 
chances went begging as balls went to ground with Warrington's 
exciting back line seeing an increasing amount of space. When full 
back Scott got 10 minutes rest it looked like Anselmians may 
chance their arm to get back into the game, but a last Warrington 
try by Harry Stevens breaking and finishing from the Warrington 
22 put the game to bed. Other eye catching performances included 
a strong all round display from Louie, Heapsy making several mazy runs, strong dominance from the 
front 5 (seeing Anselmians call for uncontested scrums) and and all round strong D line all combined to 
see Warrington claim the W that leaves them competing towards the top of the table.


Captain on the day, Dom Hastings added "As always getting 15 
names on the team sheet is half the battle for the 2s. So a big 
thanks goes to all those who pulled on a shirt to actually give us 
18 on the day. As soon at the lads get those shirts on though, they 
always give everything for the club and today it was a pleasure to 
see. It was brilliant to see Kev Jones' return allowing us to keep 
the average age up, especially when we had a few younger guys 
looking to bring the average down to somewhere in the low 30s".


A return trip to Eccles in the cup this weekend will see a chance to overturn the defeat there two weeks 
ago.


Pictures courtesy of Vincent Mullally  

WARRINGTON 2ND XV 31 ANSELMIANS 2ND XV 5



Checkout our online club shop  
www.akumashops.com/warrington/shop/ 

Password is available on request  





BE YOU : FITTER 
1:1 Personal Training 
Small Group Sessions
Boot Camps
Nutritional Advice

07834 327319

@jeffmillington_boostpt

jeffmillington2@hotmail.com



Who’s here next


23rd Oct

2nds vs Liverpool Uni


30th October

1sts vs Tarleton


Get down & show your support

Grappenhall Sports Club


Bar opening times 


Thursday. 7pm - 10pm

Saturday. 9am - 10pm


Sunday. 9am - 8pm



Warrington RUFC would like to thank 
all of our generous sponsors. 



Warrington RUFC  hope you have enjoyed 
your day.


We look forward to seeing you again.


Please remember respect the players, referee 
& the venue.


Thank you

Warrington Rugby Union Football Club Limited

Registered Office: Stockton Lane, Grappenhall, Warrington, Cheshire, WA4 3HQ. 


 Registered Number: 12582325


