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The general details of the festival have not changed since the invitation letter. However, I 
would ask that you familiarise yourselves with the details again.  Please see the covering 
e-mail which highlights several points which I would ask all of your coaches to pay special 
attention to. 
 
The Teams 

 
  U7 U8 U9 U10 U11 U12 

Ashbourne 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Bakewell 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Chesterfield         1   

Dronfield 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Harrogate       1     

Leek 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Macclesfield   1     1   

Mansfield 1 2   1 1 1 

Marple 1 2 1 1   1 

Matlock 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Melbourne 2 2 2     1 

Mosborough 1 1   1 1 1 

Notts Moderns 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Sandal 2 2 1 1 1 1 

Sheffield 1 2 1 1 1 1 

Southwell 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Tupton   1    

West Bridgford 2 1 1 1 1 

West Park Leeds 1 1       1 

TOTAL  18 21 14 14 14 14 
 

 
As you know from previous years the object of the day is for as many players as possible 
to play rugby and enjoy the day.  To this end we do not limit the number of players in the 
individual squads (see note below about clubs who enter more than one team at a given 
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age group) and we keep the rules to a minimum but within the RFU REGULATION 15 – 
Age Grade Rugby (for Age Grade U7 – U18). 
 
As last year we will not be charging the parents to park but we still need to fund the First 
Aid, trophies and extra facilities. We have therefore made a small non-refundable charge 
of £15 per team entered which you have all paid.  
 
At previous festivals there was some discussion about the provision of individual player 
trophies to the winners.  As we are only charging a nominal entrance fee and do not 
restrict the squad size it has been decided, by the club’s youth committee, that only a team 
trophy will be presented for the runners-up and the winners of each age group – please 
make your coaches and parents aware of this. 
 
The story so far (many of you will have read this several times before, word for word, but 
why change a formula that has worked in the past): 
 
The Programme  
   

09.00 - 09.30 Registration 
09.30 Coaches’ Briefing 
10.00 Matches Start 
15.30 (approx) Prize Giving 

 
What to Bring 
 

A qualified referee  
  A ball 
  A set of Tags for each of your U7 and U8 teams 
  Your Team 
  Lots of support 

 
About the Day 
 

Food & Drink - As many of you will be aware our club kitchen will serve lots of 
Bacon Rolls, Hot Dogs, Burgers, Ham Cobs, Cheese Cobs, Chocolate, Crisps, Tea, 
Coffee and other goodies at reasonable prices in the clubhouse from 09.00 
onwards. 
 
The bar will be open from 12.00 for alcoholic drinks (I am sure we will need them by 
then!). 
 
First Aid - Cover this year will again be provided by St John Ambulance. 
 
Arrival – With so many people arriving at the beginning of the festival it may take a 
little longer than expected to get into the Meadows and parked up. Please ask your 
coaches and parents to arrive early so we can get the festival underway on time – it 
has worked each year. 
 
Parking - We have parking on the hard standing adjacent to the clubhouse - this will 
be used for coaches, minibuses and emergency vehicles.  If it is a dry day we can 
use the grass next to the club which easily accommodates a further 400 cars.  If it is 
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wet (which it won’t be) we can use an area which holds a similar number but is a 
short walk to the clubhouse.  There will be marshals assisting the parking.  Please 
ask your parents to park where they indicate so we can get as many as possible in 
the parking areas and as close to the clubhouse. 
 
Dogs – Dogs (with the exception of Guide Dogs) are not allowed on the club’s 
playing area which includes all pitches and areas around the pitches. Please ask 
your parents not to bring dogs to the festival as they will have to leave them in the 
car park. If they are brought onto the playing area they will be asked to leave which 
can be embarrassing for both parties. 
 

The Rules 
 

The RFU REGULATION 15 – Age Grade Rugby (for Age Grade U7 – U18) will 
apply with the following Matlock Mini Festival rules: 

 
 Each team will be required to complete a Players’ Registration Form and hand 

the signed copy in at the Registration Desk on the morning of the Festival - 
NO team will be allowed to commence playing without completion of the form.  
This form is confirmation to the Organisers that the players representing their 
club are eligible to play in the Festival. 

o You can complete the sheets before the festival because as we do not 
limit the number of players in each squad should a player fail to turn 
up or is injured before the festival this will not affect the squad. 

o If you have more players please use a second sheet and sign both.  
o If you have entered two teams please complete two separate sheets 

clearly marked “A” and “B” (see restrictions below). 
 Festival regulations will apply in that players must always play within their 

individual age grade - there will be NO playing down or up in the competition 
unless they have a valid written dispensation from the RFU (must be produced 
to the organisers on the day of the festival). No player under the age of 6 can 
play in the Festival. If you think there may be doubt about a player’s age 
please be prepared to show the player’s RFU registration card – signing the 
Players’ Registration Form does not fulfil this requirement. 

 There will be no restriction on the number of players in the squad so that we 
can get as many players as possible playing.  However if you enter more than 
one squad you will be required to name the players in each squads at the 
registration and there will be no interchange of players between squads. 

 Coaches should carry the players’ registration cards on the day. 
 There will be a “roll on roll off” policy for substitutes but only after notification to 

the referee. 
 Teams will play in Leagues and the winners and runners up will go through to 

the play offs (these will vary from age group to age group due to the numbers 
of entrants) 

 Each game will have only one period. 
 Duration of each game will be  

o League and semi-finals games will be between 5 and 8 minutes 
duration depending on the age group and number of teams in the 
group.  

o Final 8 or 10 minutes duration depending on the age group – if it is 
a draw at the end of this period, a further 2 minutes of sudden death 
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will be played.  If there is no winner at the end of this period the 
teams shall be joint winners. 

o Time will not be stopped for injuries until the stoppage reaches 1 
minute.  Only then will time be added. 

o If the try difference reaches 7 in a game then the game is stopped 
and that score is then recorded as the score for that game. If both 
teams agree the score can be reset to zero and a further game 
played for the remaining time. This score does not count towards 
the festival scoring.  

 Scoring by tries only - no conversions. 
 Points for the league 

o Win  3 points 
o Draw  1 point 

 Winners of the league will be the team with the most points. If these are equal 
then the following will be applied in this order to determine the winner and 
runner up: 

o The most tries 
o The greatest try difference 
o Toss of a coin 

 Where there are 3 groups in an age group the best runner up from the 3 
groups will be selected using the above criteria. If there are unequal numbers 
of teams in each of the groups a factor will be applied to bring the runner up 
teams to parity. 

 No referee will officiate in a match with his own club. 
 Where possible each team will provide a touch judge as this helps the referee 

immensely. 
 If for safety reasons the ground be deemed unplayable for contact rugby the 

U9 to U12 will play Touch Rugby - but only if conditions make it safe to do so.  
This decision will be taken by the ORGANISERS alone and will be accepted 
by all participants. There can be no exceptions during the festival - everybody 
will play to the same rules.  

 U9 & U10 one handed touch 
 U11 & U12 two handed touch 
 Player stops and passes within 2 seconds of the touch (referee 

to judge) 
 No scrums or lineouts 
 All infringements restarted with a tap kick by non offending side 

(ball must leave the player’s hand at the kick) 
 Everybody will enjoy themselves. 
 Any other rules required the Event Coordinator will “make up” as we go along. 

 
Foul Play 
 

The atmosphere at all previous festivals has been one of rugby camaraderie and 
good spirits and we have never had any problems with players, referees or 
spectators. However to ensure that the organisers are made aware of any incidents 
on the day the referee and the Matlock Age Group Pitch Coordinator will report any 
incident that occurs either on the field of play or off to the Event Coordinator at the 
end of each match. These should include 

 any incident which results in the referee asking that a player be 
replaced due to foul play. 
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 any obvious foul play which results in the referee talking to the 
captain(s) or coach(es) 

 any incident resulting in a player requiring medical attention and 
removal from the field of play  

 any incident of note 
The Laws of the Game including those relating to Foul Play apply to the tournament 
and the referees will apply these when applicable.   
 

Insurance 
 
Matlock Rugby Club’s Public Liability Insurance will cover the event for spectators 
and the public. It is the individual club’s responsibility to ensure that their players are 
covered by their club’s playing insurance.  Matlock Rugby Club will assume that you 
have the required cover and if you have any doubts please check with your insurers 
before the festival.  
 

General 
 
Because of the number of teams at the festival the changing facilities will be shared.  
Matlock Rugby Club will not be responsible for any possessions or valuables left in 
the changing rooms or on the club’s premises. Please contact the Event 
Coordinator in the event of lost property, as any lost property should be handed to 
the Events Coordinator during the event. 
 
A risk assessment has been carried out for the event and will be held by the Event 
Coordinator during the event. 

 
If you think that I have forgotten anything or if you have any queries please give me a call.  
 
 
 
John Bance 
Festival Organiser 
 
01629 735286 (H) 
01179 376719 (B)  
07941 857724 (M) 
 
john.bance@tiscali.co.uk 
 


