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Welcome to our first published 
newsletter. Given the 
circumstances that we all face 
right now, we thought it would 
be of interest to our members to 
receive up to date news 
regarding your Club. Make no 
mistake, we face difficult times 
in common with many small 
businesses. Our principal source 
of income, being bar and 
catering, has been curtailed and 
predicting when and how it will 
return is at this stage impossible. 
Meanwhile we own a large 
estate which does require to be 
maintained, and the financial 
challenge this year is enormous.

Regarding maintenance, can I 
welcome Calum Howard our 
new full-time groundsman who 
has taken over from Kenny 
McCurdie who gave us 19 years 
sterling service. We wish Kenny 
a fruitful retirement and look 
forward to Calum adding his 
personal mark to Mannofield 
and wish him well.

Those of you who attended 
the 2019 AGM will know
that the Club has 
embarked on a significant 
change programme 
entitled Vision 2030. We 
had intended to update the 
membership regarding 
progress at the 2020 AGM. 
Unfortunately, the AGM 
was postponed due to 
Covid-19 and we do not yet 
know when and how the 
2020 AGM will be held. 
Continued on Page 2….
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PRESIDENT’S UPDATE continued
For today’s purposes I can confirm that progress has been made on all five key planks of 
Vision 2030, those being financial management, governance, membership management, 
marketing, and cricket engagement.

• A new accounting system a has been installed allowing better management accounting 
and reporting so that the committee can take more informed decisions more quickly.

• Legal advice has been taken regarding the future structure of the Club and we are 
advised to seek members’ approval to significantly change the legal structure of the 
Club to meet the needs of the modern age, but also to recognise the business nature of 
much of the Club’s activities. We plan to present the proposal at the 2020 AGM (date 
tbc).

• Membership management is moving online as many of you will have observed so that 
members can login to their own profile where they can make payments, and critically, 
the Club can meet the requirements of modern data regulation. Please, if you have not 
already done so, let us have your email address so that we can bring you properly 
onboard.

• A new look and feel has been developed by marketing experts and we are planning 
new signage around the ground. The website has been upgraded and work is ongoing 
making it a fully functional website to help drive new business and income 
opportunities and our main membership communication tool.

• A new cricket management structure has been set up in order to improve our focus on 
performance and coaching. We plan to ensure a clear progression from junior to senior 
with the route map clearly marked out.

The Covid-19 pandemic has slowed us down this year and it looks like it will continue to do 
so for some time yet. Cricket Scotland has indicated no cricket to be played before 1st 
August and we have no idea when the bar will re-open, and what the social rules around 
that will be. In the meantime, we plan to continue working in the background developing 
Vision 2030 and you will receive more news in due course.

With best wishes, and please take care and stay safe.

Yours Sincerely,
Willie Donald, 
President



An Update…

Having been rushed to hospital in the early hours of 
15 July last year Solo has had a tough 10 months. He 
spent 6 months in Aberdeen Royal Infirmary, with the 
first 3 of them spent in the Intensive Care Unit and 
the next 3 in the Neurology Ward, and since January 
has been continuing his recovery back home in 
Johannesburg, South Africa.

The diagnosis of Guillain-Barre Syndrome meant that 
it was always going to be a long recovery back to full 
strength but Solo has had a few extra hurdles along 
the way. He has also had to contend with a diagnosis 
of Tuberculosis, liver failure and kidney failure and has 
recently recovered from COVID-19.
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SOLO NQWENI – 2019 PRO

Ahead of the latest setback Solo was in good spirits and his determined and positive self:
“ The whole thing has been frustrating and it doesn’t seem real at points but I am 
determined to recover fully and realise that it will hopefully  only be for a couple of years 
of my life that I am dealing with the condition.”

Solo is currently at home, however is accompanied there by a medical bed, wheelchair 
and a care worker 24 hours a day. His recovery since returning back to Johannesburg had 
consisted of 3 sessions of Physiotherapy and Occupational Therapy per week alongside 2 
sessions of Hydrotherapy per week until the current COVID-19 pandemic ended the 
Hydrotherapy sessions.

Solo was grateful for all of the support he has received from all over the world including 
that we at Aberdeenshire had given him in his recovery so far and said:
“ The support so far has been amazing and makes it feel as though it isn’t just me and my 
family that are going through this and that everyone is behind me to make a full recovery, 
which inspires me to do my therapies and work towards the progresses I have seen so 
far.”

Solo’s next goals are to develop his writing skills again to normal neatness and to be able 
to stand by himself again, and we all wish him all the best for his continued recovery.

You can keep up to date with Solo’s recovery by following him on his Instagram page
@iamsolonqweni
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Q&A WITH DEPARTING KEN 
McCURDIE

Is it true you don’t actually like cricket?
I understand the game, enjoy watching it but I’m far from 
being an aficionado of the leather striking the willow.
Who will you miss most from the club?
Loaded question but I would have to say The Corner Crew, 
you know who you are.
Finally, for those that don’t know already what are you 
planning to do now you are retired?
Lockdown has prevented me retiring out to the Canary 
Islands to enjoy some relaxation and motorcycle riding but 
hopefully should be there July-ish

How did you become a Groundsman?
Whilst at college in 1992, I was in attendance along with 
the Captain of Penicuik CC who introduced me to their 
club. I gave a hand with the end of season renovations 
and continued voluntarily for the next eight seasons 
putting myself through the various certifications in order 
to learn more.

What has been the highlight of being groundsman at Mannofield?
The ODI’s with New Zealand then England would be the main matches to highlight 
although playing under lights and the multiple day games also spring to mind.
Who have been the worst players you have had to deal with during your time at 
Mannofield? (Have there been any N. O’Bs?)
The Niall O’Brien incident was akin to a storm in a teacup. In a way it gave the Press a 
story on a day when the ground had flooded overnight and swamped the entire field 
meaning that no play would have been possible. 
I’m sure if we met again we’d shake each other warmly by the throat!
You won a number of Groundsman of the Year awards for your work at Mannofield, 
how did it feel to win them?
A nice accolade winning seven times in eleven seasons especially satisfying when it is 
decided by the accumulation of a seasons worth of umpire’s reports. 
Being awarded the UK trophy for best private club ground, saw me being headhunted for 
the assistant head groundsman’s position at the Oval but felt the commute would be 
excessive!

(Full Interview on Club Website)
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NEW BEGINNINGS Q&A 
WITH CALUM HOWARD

Do you have anything in mind that you are going to tweak or change straight away?
I have some big ideas for the ground and I’m hoping the same support, faith and financing 
will be shown towards me as it was towards Ken when he arrived. A few ideas in regard to 
pitch preparation will be trialled and especially this year when there will be no league 
cricket, so it’s an opportunity to experiment before next season and hopefully improve on 
what we already have
Now you are Head Groundsman is that definitely the end of your playing career?
Never going to rule out not playing again, but at the moment I don’t particularly miss the 
game and enjoy the ground aspect more. However I am open to substantial cash offers via 
email.

You have just been appointed Head Groundsman, 
taking over from long serving Ken McCurdie, how 
does it feel?
It’s very exciting to finally have it all confirmed. I think 
most people forget it is an international ground so it’s 
a huge challenge but one I’m confident I can live up to 
with the right support. Taking over from someone as 
well respected as Ken is like coming in straight after 
Sir Alex Ferguson, lots of scrutiny from the off.

Finally, what would you like to say about the 
man you are replacing, Ken McCurdie?
I’m very grateful for his patience and willingness 
to pass on his expert knowledge to someone with 
as many questions as me. He has taught me many 
important lessons both on and off the ground. 
They are very large boots to fill, he has been such 
an integral part of Aberdeenshire CC and indeed 
of Scottish Cricket as a whole and his willingness 
to be at the end of the phone at any time has no 
doubt helped many Scottish groundsmen & 
volunteers over the years as well. I hope that the 
speed upgrade from the heavy roller to a 
motorbike suits him. 

(Full Interview on Club Website)



Ken came to Aberdeenshire C.C. from Penicuik 
where he had been part-time Groundsman whilst 
working full-time at Edinburgh Airport. In modern 
days the Groundsman at Mannofield is a full-time
job but over his twenty years at Aberdeen Ken’s 
professionalism and determination to get it right 
meant hours of extra-time which he never grudged 
doing if it benefited the Club. Ken’s main role was, 
of course, to develop and maintain a cricket 
square and outfield to the highest possible 
standard and the fact that he was awarded Cricket 
Scotland’s Groundsman of the Year on at least 
seven occasions during his seasons here bears 
testimony to his efforts. Ken is a unique person: 
like a diamond he has so many facets to his make-
up that were to benefit Aberdeenshire and cricket 
generally.
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FAREWELL KEN McCURDIE by H.O. Smith

From an early day he recognised the requirement for better cricket pitches at all levels so 
he implemented teaching days to encourage club volunteers and local authority 
employees to learn the preparation techniques needed. Of course things do not always go 
as expected but in times of difficulty Ken seemed always to call on help from his myriad of 
friends in the cricket world and sometimes beyond.  Witness the 2011 failed attempt to 
sabotage two Scotland games at Mannofield by spraying powerful weed killer across the 
square. This led Ken to research the chemical and soil science world to get a “cure” which 
would enable him to minimise the damage. Witness the dreadful weather of summer 2016 
which waterlogged Mannofield and so caused the loss of all sixteen days of international 
cricket due. Ken masterminded and saw to a very successful conclusion the placement of a 
complete new outfield drainage system.

Another of Ken’s talents is his skill as a mechanic which throughout his time at Mannofield 
has paid a regular dividend to the Club and was acquired, no doubt, from his early days as 
a motor cycle fanatic. Every winter each of our significant number of machines ranging 
from the Heavy Roller to the Bowling Machine he fully serviced in the workshop so 
minimising expensive outlays and ensuring minimum time lost during the playing season 
through annoying breakdowns. He remains an enthusiastic motor cyclist to this day.
Not just an excellent Groundsman Ken was a great Club Member so whenever some 
aspect of the Club was in need of help Ken was always willing to lend a usually trusty hand 
be it in electronics or electric timers, winter snow clearing, keeping the Honours Boards 
up-to –date or helping with the Christmas Draw. The list of what he could and did do for 
ACC is almost endless!



Club Closure – Update
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Beyond Mannofield Ken continued his efforts in groundsmanship by attending courses, 
visiting First Class County Grounds so making valuable contacts there and by keeping in 
regular touch with many of the suppliers of cricket ground products. Each of these was to 
benefit Aberdeenshire in many different ways. When Cricket Scotland created a Facilities 
Committee Ken was quickly enrolled and played a significant part in its proceedings. In 
particular he willingly would visit Scottish Cricket Clubs which were seeking advice on their 
wickets or needed inspection prior to entering the National Leagues. He also continued to run 
the Groundsman Courses which he had started at Mannofield  but now at other venues so 
enabling a wider geographical spread of club volunteers to benefit.

Each season Aberdeenshire has employed a young Cricketer to give a hand on the Ground 
and simultaneously to learn aspects of groundsmanship. Each of these in turn, has been 
taught the basics of the job under Ken’s careful and knowledgeable eye and thanks to his 
personality, he always seemed to get the best from each of these very different personalities. 

We, at Aberdeenshire C.C., and his many friends in the cricket world wish Ken many happy 
and healthy years in retirement.

I last wrote in April 2020 with an update on what is happening during the lockdown and I would 
now like to keep you further updated on what your committee have been doing during the 
closure period.

The club applied successfully for the Coronavirus Business Support Grant from Aberdeen City 
Council which was in respect of businesses in the Retail, Hospitality, Leisure sectors and our club 
were awarded a separate one-off grant of £25,000 which was paid into our bank account in April 
2020.

In addition, the club successfully applied for the Government sponsored bounce back loan scheme 
in May 2020 of £50,000 which is interest free for the first 12 months with years 2-6 at 2.5% with 
the total repayable over the 6 year period £56,250 which equates to 1.98% APR which I believe 
you will agree is extremely cheap money. What this has done in real terms with our loan facility 
with the Bank of Scotland is simply to repay back our previous overdraft facility of £50,000 which 
had a considerably higher interest rate.

At the time of writing this update, our club is still in COVID-19 lockdown and as you are all aware, 
the Government rules of engagement for the hospitality businesses is unknown and your 
committee has taken the view that it could be well into next year before things get back to what 
we would all refer to as “normal”. However, we have applied for an extension to our Alcohol 
Licensing to cover all of the ground so that we can launch outside drinking, when permitted, in 
“the biggest beer garden in Aberdeen”. We have already set up a small sub-group to plan exactly 
how this can be safely achieved but the one thing that cannot be planned for is the weather in 

Aberdeen in the Summer and Autumn months!
David Tait - Club Secretary
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300 CLUB
During this difficult time the management
committee having been trying to think of
ways to increase revenue as well as stay in
touch with you our members and
supporters.

It is our intention to revitalise the 300 Club
by being more proactive, we would love to
get more people signed up and to be as
informative with numbers and results as
possible, the developments we have made
to the website also allow us to take
payment for numbers through this means.

The 300 club involves participants paying a
monthly fee of £8 with a monthly cash
prizes and a Jackpot draw at the end of the
year, this is open to all club members,
supporters, their relatives and friends.

Half the money collected each month will
be distributed as cash prizes in the draw
with 20% of this being held over for the
purposes of a Jackpot draw to be held at
the end of March, meaning a potential
monthly prize fund of £1200 and a Jackpot
fund of £2880.

The other half of the money raised will go
directly to Club funds and be used to
support all sections of the Club including
the general costs of running and
maintaining the fabric of the Club
buildings.

Monthly prizes with all 300 numbers
allocated would be:
1st Prize - £300
2nd Prize - £250
3rd Prize - £190
4th Prize - £120
5th Prize - £100

For more information see the website or email: 
300Club@aberdeenshirecc.org.uk

Membership Update
As a club we have been trying to modernise
and digitalise our membership database by
incorporating it in to our website, which is why
we have been asking for your email addresses.

We have started the process of inviting those
that have provided their email address to
register to the website. We see this as a vital
step in the future of the club so we can easily
communicate with you our members on a
regular basis regarding our latest fixtures,
results, news and events. So if you have not
done so already please signup/register to the
website or provide your email address to:
membership@aberdeenshirecc.org.uk

Although the club has been shut since before
the scheduled AGM in March we had asked
you our members to pay your membership
fees for 2020/21 if possible, and we are very
grateful to the 230 members who have already
done so, this is a huge 60 per cent of the
membership who have already paid up despite
not having a club open and available to use

We will also be in touch with those that have
signed up to the website but have not
confirmed their email address and are
therefore not receiving emails through the
website.

mailto:membership@aberdeenshirecc.org.uk

