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MANAGER’S VIEW 

Welcome to everyone for this afternoon’s FA Cup Preliminary Round match. 
 
A warm welcome to our visitors Grays Athletic, their committee, their 
supporters and our groundhopper friends! 
 
Our opponents have kicked off their season with a 2-1 victory vs Bury Town 
on Saturday and whilst today’s game will only be their 2nd competitive game 
of the season, we know they will provide a stern test. 
 
We’ll be looking to bounce back after Saturday’s disappointing defeat against 
Oxhey Jets; our biggest lesson from the match was that we have to take our 
chances and also cut out the mistakes at the back. 
 
Despite dominating for periods of the game and creating the lions share of 
chances, we just couldn’t convert enough of them when it mattered; we 
worked so hard to reduce the deficit only to concede another poor goal and 
kill our momentum completely. 
 
Consistency seems to be a recurring problem at the moment, individual 
performances and the team collectively; I believe we will find that 
consistency soon and look forward to seeing the lads kick on. 
 
We have a young squad who are learning every game and some weeks they 
will be served up some harsh lessons which will build their experience at this 
level. 
 
 
If we keep working hard on the training ground, as we have been, and take 
that onto the pitch we will definitely get to where we want to be as a group. 
 
Thank you for your support as always, myself and the lads really appreciate it.

Rob Bates 
Manager, Baldock Town FC 



TODAY’S VISITORS 
GRAYS ATHLETIC FOOTBALL CLUB HISTORY

The roots of the modern day Grays Athletic can be traced back as far as 1888, although 1890 
has become the de facto established formation date.  The reasons for this disparity are almost 
certainly lost in the mists of time.  Grays Athletic therefore celebrated its centenary in 1990, 
played at The Recreation Ground, Bridge Road from 1906 to 2010, and became members of the 
Athenian League in 1912.  
Grays became very strong after the Second World War, winning the Essex Senior Cup in 1945 
and winning the Corinthian League and Cup in 1946.  They rejoined the Athenian League in 
1958 where they remained until 1983. 
In 1981 the Club Patron Mr Ron Billings purchased the ground and the Club was reformed as a 
Limited Company in 1982 under the guidance of Jeff and Fred Saxton.  In 1983 a fire destroyed 
the 400-seater stand that included the dressing and kit rooms. Ron Billings came to the rescue 
by building the Ball Court Complex that included dressing rooms, club room and bar.  Grays 
went on to become Isthmian Division 2 Champions in 1985. 
The 1987-88 season saw the Club promoted to the then Vauxhall Opel Premier League after 
amassing 100 points.  They then won the Essex Senior Cup and the Essex Thameside Trophy. A 
great FA Cup run in 1988-89 ended in the First Round proper, losing 2-0 away at Bath City.  
Grays won the League Cup, defeating Enfield in 1991-92. 
In 1993-94 and 1994-95 the Club won the Essex Senior Cup by defeating Billericay Town on 
both occasions.  Relegated to Division One in 1997, they returned to the Premier Division in 
1999-00.  The FA Cup campaign in 2000-01 ended with defeat in the First Round proper for the 
third time, losing 4-0 away at Reading.  This signalled the start of major changes with Mike 
Woodward installed as Director of Football, Craig Edwards as Manager and the departure of 
Jeff and Fred Saxton after 25 years of loyal service. Season 2002-03 started poorly and saw 
Edwards depart, being replaced by Mark Stimson as player manager who appointed Scott 
Barrett as his assistant.  Ahead of the 2003-04 season, the Club made the bold decision to turn 
most of the players into full time professionals, with the majority of players in their early 
twenties. 
Despite being knocked out of the FA Cup in the second qualifying round, 2004-05 became the 
most successful in the Club’s history.  Stimson and his players won a number of manager and 
player of the month awards, with three players being called into the England National XI squad: 
Stuart Thurgood, Mitchell Cole and Dennis Oli. The ultimate success being crowned League 
Champions of the Nationwide Conference South and winning the FA Trophy; beating Hucknall 
Town on penalties at Villa Park.  Additionally, the Recreation Ground had been upgraded 
sufficiently to allow for promotion into the Nationwide Conference for season 2005-06. 
2009-10 turned out to be the fifth and final in the Conference Premier as both John Moncur 
(Chairman) and Andy Swallow (Chief Executive) joined the Club.  Julian Dicks was brought in to 
replace Gary Phillips in September 2009, and Kenny Brown was soon appointed his assistant 
after resigning from his position as manager of CD Javea in Spain. 
The final day of the season was a sad affair for the Club, as we said farewell to the Recreation 
Ground after 114 years.  Both the team and the fans did their part, as the team came back to 
beat Forest Green Rovers 2-1 with Allseny Cissoko scoring the last goal at the ground.  
Following relegation, the Club resigned from the Conference, deciding they would be unable to 
field a competitive team in the Conference South due to budget constraints.  Following talks 
with both the FA and the Ryman League, the Club were eventually placed in the Ryman League 
Division One North. 
The end of that season saw the expiry of the lease at the Recreation Ground, and without a 
home, the Club agreed a two-year deal to play at Rookery Hill, home of near neighbours East 
Thurrock United.  The 2010-11 season was our first at this level for ten years, and despite 
having a solid start to the league campaign, a lack of consistency was evident throughout the 
remainder of the season which meant the team came up short in several matches, finally 
finishing in tenth position.



TODAY’S VISITORS 

The 2012-13 season was a very successful one for the Club.  It started with a move to another 
temporary home, in Rush Green, Romford in partnership with West Ham United.  The ground 
and its facilities were improved, with the Premier League side responsible for the maintenance 
of the pitch.
At the end of December 2014 Jody Brown departed to take over the manager’s role at 
Conference National side Welling FC.  Player Mark Bentley was installed as assistant manager to 
Andy Swallow, before taking over the role of caretaker manager in January 2015.  In February 
2015 the Club announced that Mark had been appointed permanent manager for the remainder 
of the 2014-15 season.  The season culminated in a superb run of results for the Club, including 
an unbeaten run of thirteen matches, which saw the team miss out on the play offs as a result of 
a 94th minute goal elsewhere on the final day of the season.
The 2015-16 season was a real see-saw affair.  A great start saw us top of the League after 10 
games and a good FA Cup run took the Blues to the final qualifying round, but we lost in a replay 
to National League side, Welling United.  As we approached Christmas, there was unrest within 
the squad as a number of players were being encouraged by agents to look further afield in their 
careers.  By the end of the season, 20 registered players had left the club, as owner, Andy 
Swallow, decided it was time to reduce his financial support for the Club.  A run of ten straight 
defeats saw us finish in 15th place in the League, with many youngsters filling the gaps in the 
squad left by the departed players.
After Andy Swallow announced that he was stepping back from the day to day running of the 
Club to concentrate his efforts on the long term plan to relocate the Club back to Grays, a group 
of supporters set about creating a new Supporter Owned Club.  A successful community share 
offer was launched at the end of June to demonstrate the club’s financial viability for the 2016-
17 season.  This gave the Club the confidence to apply to the Football Association and the Ryman 
League for permission to transfer its membership from the company that ran the Club to a new 
organisation - “Grays Athletic Community Football Club”.  In November 2016 Grays Athletic 
Community Football Club received official confirmation from the FA and League that the transfer 
of ownership had been approved.
The 2016-17 season was always going to be one of transition with the club moving from private 
to supporter ownership.  On the field, former playing legend, Jamie Stuart returned as 
player/manager, but he had to start from scratch with a new squad of players.  60 players 
attended pre-season trials and a squad was eventually chosen to represent the Club in the 
Ryman Premier Division.  It proved to be a difficult season, with the team spending most of the 
season at the bottom of the table.  Relegation was confirmed with a 1-0 away defeat at Wingate 
and Finchley on 1 April 2017.  Off the field, the Club was pleased with the galvanising effect 
supporter ownership was having, despite the prospect of a return to Isthmian Division One 
North football after four seasons in the Premier Division. 
2018-19 proved to be another “in and out” season, although we did flirt with a play-off position 
on a few occasions.  Towards the end of March 2019, with the club in ninth position in the league 
and ten games remaining, the board agreed to part company with Jamie Stuart and appointed 
the experienced former Metropolitan Police FC manager, Jim Cooper, supported by Paul Joynes 
as his assistant and Chris Bourne as coach.  
The Club’s principal objective remains to develop a new community football facility in 
conjunction with the new Orsett Heath Academy and Treetops Special Needs School in the North 
Grays area of Thurrock.  Long delays have been caused by the proposals for a new Lower Thames 
Crossing which would cut across huge swathes of land in the borough, including many acres of 
land which could provide for the facility we crave and the incidence of the coronavirus which has 
curtailed the progress of Thurrock Council’s new Local Plan, which we hope will make provision 
for an educational and sporting centre of excellence in North Grays.  The elected club board still 
have every intention of working with Thurrock Council, Orsett Heath Academy, Treetops School, 
the Football Association and developers to “Bring Grays Athletic back to Grays”.  
In the meantime, we continue to groundshare with Aveley FC at their superbly appointed 
Parkside Stadium. 



BLAST FROM THE PAST
1947-48 South Midlands League Div 2 Winning Team

This photograph was supplied by Vic Gray who made contact from New Zealand. His Dad, 
Harold ‘Connor’ Gray, played Right Back in this team and is the first player on the left in the 

back row. These photos were taken outside the old Clubrooms, Clothall Road (thqat must be 
the Shed) after they had won the South Midlands League Div 2 title. Some of the known names 

of the players are; Mottram, Dungey (x2) and Kingham (no relation to the ones we know). 

Many of these guys would have fought in WW2 and winning the League not long after must 
have been cause for great celebration.

This team then won the Division 1 title two seasons later.

If anyone knows who the players are or has any other information, photos or memories of 
Baldock Town FC and wants to share please contact me, John Graham, via the club website or 

via the Club Secretary.

Hopefully having a Baldock team pictured with a Trophy will be a good 
omen for us today

‘Come on ye Reds’



BALDOCK TOWN FC HISTORY 

The club were founded in 1905 as Baldock Football Club, and joined the Northern 
Division of the Herts County League for the 1905–06 season. They won the division in 
1920–21 and finished as runners-up in the championship play-off. In 1921 they were 
renamed Baldock Town, and league reorganisation saw them placed in the North 
Eastern Division. The league was reduced to a single division in 1923, and the 1924–
25 season saw the club finish as runners-up. However, the league was disbanded at 
the end of the season, and the club joined Division One of the Bedfordshire & District 
County League(later renamed the South Midlands League), with the reserves playing 
in Division Two. They won the league in 1927–28, and although they finished bottom 
of Division One in 1929–30, they avoided being relegated to Division Two. They 
remained in Division One until World War II.
After the war Baldock rejoined the Herts County League, finishing bottom of Division 
One in 1946–47. They then switched back to the South Midlands League, winning 
Division Two in 1947–48 and earning promotion to Division One; the reserves 
subsequently joined Division Two. The club won Division One in 1949–50 and were 
promoted to the Premier Division. After finishing as runners-up in 1953–54, they left 
the league, switching to the Parthenon League.  They remained in the league for five 
seasons, before joining the Senior Division of the London League, finishing bottom of 
the division in 1959–60. However, after four seasons they rejoined the Premier 
Division of the South Midlands League. They subsequently won the league in 1965–
66, 1967–68 and 1969–70.
In 1983 Baldock switched to the Premier Division of the United Counties League, 
finishing as runners-up in their first season. After finishing as runners-up again in 
1986–87, they were promoted to the Southern Division of the Southern League.[6] 
They remained in the division until the end of the 1994–95 season, which saw them 
finish as runners-up, earning promotion to the Premier Division. However, they were 
relegated back to the Southern Division at the end of the 1996–97 season. In 1999 
the club was transferred to the Eastern Division when the league was restructured. 
After the 2000–01 season they left the league and folded.
In 2003 the club was reformed as Baldock, with the team composed of former 
members of the Baldock Town youth team. They joined Division One of the North 
Hertfordshire League. After finishing third in 2004–05, they were promoted to the 
Premier Division. The club were founder members of the North & Mid Herts League 
in 2006, and were placed in the Premier Division. During the year the club was 
renamed Baldock Town. After finishing as runners-up in the Premier Division, they 
were promoted to Division One of the Herts County League. They won the division at 
the first attempt, earning promotion to the Premier Division. In 2008 they were 
renamed again, this time becoming Baldock Town Letchworth following a move to 
playing home matches in Letchworth. However, they reverted to being Baldock Town 
in 2011 after returning to Baldock.
The club won the Premier Division in 2011–12 but were denied promotion due to 
their ground failing the necessary ground grading. After finishing as runners-up the 
following season, they were promoted to Division One of the Spartan South 
Midlands League after agreeing a groundshare in nearby Hitchin.



Alex Coppin – Age 28 - 271 appearances for BTFC

Alex is a hard working box to box midfielder who will never give up. He 
is Baldock through and through. He is a product of the Baldock Town 
Youth system and has spent most of his football career playing through 
the youth ranks and for the senior team. Alex always played up a year 
for the youth teams and his energy was limitless even then. At 28 he 
has many years of service left in him – long may that continue

PLAYER PROFILE

Relationship Long term girlfriend of 10 years, Jodie, but no ring yet

Work Infrastructure engineer in IT, I turn things off and on again

Favourite Band Foals

Favourite 
Meal/Drink

Pizza and a pint of Red Stripe 

What do you do in 
your spare time

Try and play golf, keep fit, PlayStation, trying to teach myself to DJ

Favourite Baldock 
Player

Josh Furness, have played with him for many years and like myself 
has pretty much covered every position on the pitch

Favourite 
professional player

Frank Lampard. A true professional and class player. Scored some 
unreal goals in his time

Favourite other 
sport

Golf, I play when I can and I have managed to get my handicap 
down to 9

What team do you 
support

Chelsea

Your best goal Probably when I was 17 playing for Hitchin Academy, I got brought 
on as a sub with 5 minutes to play and hit a shot with my weak 
(right) foot from 30 yards into the top left corner to win the game

Best ground you 
have played at

Maybe Leyton Orient back in the day

Baldock Town best 
trainer

Jude, loves training tbf loves to kick a football very much

Baldock Town worst 
trainer

Theo (Sorry Pal)

Baldock Town 
slowest player

Hills, just about

Most likely to win 
Player of the Year

Too early to tell! Maybe Charlie Rome if he doesn’t lose his head 

Football Ambitions For Baldock Town, good cup run in the FA Cup or Vase or Both. 
Myself - Finish the season without getting injured!



Player Sponsorship 

If you would like to Sponsor a Player please contact any member 
of the committee or message via the Website or Social Media



TEAMWEAR

SHOP ONLINE

VIA THE WEBSITE

ACCESSORIES

WORKWEAR

TRAINING KITS
CONTACT US

Macron Store Herordshire, 
Unit 1, Arden Press Way, Letchworth, 
Herts, SG6 1LH. 

/macronherordshire

@macronherts

www.MACRONSTOREHERTFORDSHIRE.co.uk

TEAMWEAR
    SPECIALISTS
Great value sports and workwear        
  outlet based in Letchworth, Herts. 



TODAY’S SQUADS 

BALDOCK TOWN

Adam Harpur
Cameron Groom
Ollie Skinner
Harry Baker
Lewis Franklin
Lewis Matthews
Josh Furness
Luke Rowland
Tommy Reynolds
Tommy Carroll
Alfie Warman
Josh Downes
Alex Coppin
Zach Decker
Ashley Hay
Aedan Gaffney
Dylan Logan
Owen Robertson
Theo Reed
Charlie Rome
Ollie Trott
Jude White
Lanre Balogun
Luis Brooker

Manager – Rob Bates
Asst Mgr – Ercan Mehmet

Officials

Douglas Lawson, Lorraine Stone, Patrick Hanlon

GRAYS ATHLETIC

Danny Sambridge
Joseph Agunbiade

Pat Ahern
Lance Akins

Anointed Chukwu
Lewis Clark
Lewis Dark

Danny Gould
Mitch Hahn

Macauley Joynes
David Knight
Albert Levett

Jack McQueen
Ryan Melaugh

Ashley Miller
Freddy Moncur
Junior Nkwonta
Kudus Oyenuga

Joe Paxman
Ryan Sammons

Manager – Jim Cooper
Asst Mgr – Paul Joynes
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