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MANAGER’S VIEW 

Welcome to everyone for this afternoon’s FA Cup 1st Round Qualifying match. 

A warm welcome to our visitors Wisbech Town FC, their committee and their 
supporters. 

Our opponents play in the Pitching In Northern Premier League Midlands Division which 
is step 4 of the non-league pyramid. 

They have had a similar start to us in the league, but they did register their first league 
victory on Bank Holiday Monday against Yaxley. 

Our search for our first league point of the season continues after another disappointing 
defeat, this time at the hands of Leighton Town. 

We took a depleted squad to Bell Close on Saturday due to injuries, suspensions, illness 
and a number of players being unavailable; despite putting out a side capable of still 
getting a result we fell well short of the standard expected. 

Only three players from Saturday’s squad can hold their heads high, which is never 
enough; when you play against the stronger sides in your league you need everyone to 
turn up and perform. 

Despite carving out the better opportunities in the first half and defending resolutely for 
40mins, we conceded two goals in three minutes before the break which shaped the tie. 

We were a little better in the second half but we were still carrying too many players; 
after pulling a goal back we pushed for the equaliser only to be caught out on the break 
by a fine strike from the Leighton striker – eventually going down 3-1. 

Losing football matches is always disappointing, but the manner in which we lost on 
Saturday was unacceptable; we need to battle for 90+ mins and show some character - 
not enough of our players did that on Saturday. 

Consistency has been our biggest problem this season; we were excellent against Grays 
Athletic and we need to perform to that level every week if we want to get off the mark 
in the league and also if we want to progress today. 

We will keep taking it a game at a time, working hard on the training pitch and ensuring 
that same work ethic is taken onto the pitch. 

Today I want to see a reaction from the lads, if they all play to their potential, we are 
capable of getting a positive result. 

Thank you for your support, myself and the lads really appreciate it.  

Rob Bates 
Manager, Baldock Town FC 
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TODAY’S VISITORS 

WISBECH TOWN

With football becoming more popular after the First World War, the existing local clubs were no match 
for the other Town Clubs in the area, such as March and Kings Lynn.  So a decision was made in 1920 to 
amalgamate three local clubs to form a Town football club which then entered the Peterborough and 
King's Lynn Leagues – the latter won at the first attempt – while in the Amateur Cup they reached the 
First Round Proper in 1930/31 only to go out to the losing finalists Hayes.

The Peterborough League Championship was won in 1925, 1928, 1929, 1932 and 1933.   The club then 
turned semi-professional, a Limited Company was formed and entry made into the United Counties and 
the East Midlands Leagues.   The first professional signed was ex-West Ham and Nottingham Forest star 
Sam Jennings and the UCL Cup was won at the first attempt.

When football restarted after the War, Wisbech reached the First Round Proper of the F.A. Cup, losing 
to Ipswich Town over two legs.   In 1947 the club purchased its own ground, Fenland Park, where record 
crowds saw the UCL title won in 1947, 1948 and 1950.

A switch was then made to the Eastern Counties League, and, after winning the League Cup during a 
two-year stay, the club gained entry to the old Midland League.  In the last of their six seasons of 
membership - 1957/58 - the Town finished as runners-up to Peterborough United who provided the 
opposition when the record gate of 8,044 was set.   That season they reached the Second Round of the 
F.A. Cup by beating Colchester United 1-0, only to lose 2-1 at Reading.

The Fenmen, as the team had then become known, went in for star players and former England 
Internationals Jesse Pye, Bobby Langton and Billy Elliott were just three who graced Fenland Park with 
their skills. 

The club entered the Southern League in 1958 and remained there for 12 seasons, their only honours 
being their Inter-Zone Group title in the first campaign and the Division One title in 1962. 

Floodlights were installed in 1964, while in the F.A. Cup the First Round Proper was again reached in 
1959, 1960, 1965, and 1966, when the Fenmen lost by a record 10-1 score at Brighton.  

Lack of finance caused the return to the Eastern Counties League and the title was promptly won in 
1972 and again in 1977 and 1991, while the League Cup was lifted in 1971, 1972 and 1995.  In 1983-84 
the Club set an ECL record sequence of 37 unbeaten matches yet still finished runners-up on goal 
difference.  

In the F.A. Vase, Wisbech have a proud record having reached the semi-finals twice, losing over two legs 
to Halesowen in 1985 and to Southall a year later.  In 1988 the club reached the quarter-finals losing to 
eventual winners Tamworth.

In 1995 The Fenmen again reached the First Round Proper of the F.A. Cup losing to Kingstonian.  This 
stage in the competition was again attained in the next two seasons, the last making a second 
appearance in the Second Round Proper losing to Bristol Rovers in front of 3,500 spectators at Fenland 
Park.  

Promotion was won to the Dr Martens Midland Division in 1997 and in the first season back in the 
League after 27 seasons the team finished in a creditable fifth place.  Four more seasons with the lack 
of finance the major factor followed before relegation back to the Eastern Counties League.  

In the first season back in the ECL, under manager Ian Benjamin, the Club enjoyed a good F.A. Cup run, 
reaching the fourth qualifying round and enjoyed a 17-match unbeaten run in the League, eventually 
finishing in sixth place. 



TODAY’S VISITORS 
The next few seasons were disappointing, even flirting with relegation, previously unheard of for the 
Fenmen at this level.  The appointment of Dick Creasey as manager in December 2004 saw an upturn in 
the Fenmen’s fortunes, finishing 4th in 2005-06, whilst a rather slow start to the 2006-07 campaign 
dented the Fenmen’s chances of challenging for the League, but a run to the 4th Qualifying Round of the 
F.A. Cup was a welcome distraction.  Poor form at home meant a mid-table finish was always likely and 
with the purse stings being tightened, Dick decided to call it a day.

His replacements, Ian ‘Jigger’ Jones and Mel Mattless, only lasted a few weeks and it was down to Roy 
McManus to guide the Fenmen to eventual mid-table safety.  Steve Taylor was given the task of 
overseeing the team at the start of the 2008-09 season, but he resigned after a couple of months and 
was replaced by Gary Setchell.  The team eventually finished 16th, having been at one stage in the 
relegation zone.  Gary decided to take the manager’s job at newly-reformed King’s Lynn Town in 
January 2010, and Steve Appleby was appointed in early February 2010 with Chris Dear as his assistant.  
The team eventually finished 11th in the League.

In 2006, financial problems led to the sale of Fenland Park, the Fenmen’s home for 61 years.  The final 
game was played there in September 2008 and after two seasons playing at “The Nest” in Outwell, The 
Fenland Stadium hosted its first game on Saturday 14th August 2010, an FA Cup tie against St Andrews.  
663 people turned up to watch the historic match which the Fenmen won 5-0.  Tommy Treacher went 
into the record books as the scorer of the first goal at the new ground.

In 2010-11, the club’s most successful for a while, the Fenmen finished fourth in the league and also 
won the League Cup, the club’s first trophy in 16 years.  2011-12 saw fourth place in the Ridgeons 
League secured once again and an F.A. Vase run which ended in a 4th round replay defeat at eventual 
winners Dunston UTS.

The 2012-13 season saw the club finish runners-up to Dereham Town in the League but gained some 
consolation winning the Red Insure (ECL) Cup with a 2-1 win over Stanway Rovers.  Promotion to Step 4 
was declined during the close season and instead the club transferred to the United Counties League. 

Steve Appleby resigned as manager after six games and was replaced by senior players Paul Cousins and 
Scott Johnson.  Scott stepped down in January 2014 and was replaced as joint-manager by Dick Creasey, 
who returned to the Fenmen’s dugout permanently in after a couple of stints as caretaker manager in 
2010 and 2013.  The club made it through to the quarter-finals of the Carlsberg FA Vase, unluckily losing 
1-0 away to eventual winners Sholing.  In the League, seventh place was achieved, which was lower 
than had been predicted by many, but not surprising given the cup run and managerial changes.

2013-14  saw the Fenmen challenging for honours in the UCL after a 12-match winning run in the 
second half of the season put them in contention.  The team ultimately finished 3rd after two away 
defeats in April cost the chance of runners-up spot as well.  

After initially agreeing to stay on for the new season, Dick Creasey resigned as manager in June 2015 
and was replaced by Brett Whaley.  Brett’s tenure as manager started well, but after eight home defeats 
in the league, he resigned in late March 2016 and was replaced by the returning Dick Creasey.  He 
called it a day 11 games into the 2017-18 season after a run of four defeats and he was replaced by 
Gary Setchell, some seven-and-a-half years after his last game in charge of the Fenmen.  Just three 
league defeats for the Fenmen over the next eight months meant that a win over Daventry Town on the 
final day of the season would see the team crowned UCL champions. Unfortunately, the match finished 
one-all and so the Fenmen had to make do with the runners-up spot and promotion to the Northern 
Premier League Division One East.

The Fenmen’s first season at the new level proved to be a difficult one, with a record low of only six 
wins in the League all season, but relegation was avoided thanks to 13 draws which meant the team 
finished in 17th place.  

Last season, the team started badly and achieved only one win in the League (against Cleethorpes) and 
were knocked out of both FA competitions at the earliest opportunity.  Covid then reared it’s head again 
and we look forward to the challenges of the NPL Midland Division with a few more local derbies!



CHAIRMAN’S CHAT 

Good afternoon and welcome to the New Lamb Meadow stadium for today’s FA Cup 1 st 
qualifying Round match against Wisbech Town FC. I would like to extend a warm welcome to 
the players, officials and supporters of WTFC and hope they enjoy their brief time with us.

So far, we have beaten Wembley and Grays Athletic in the previous rounds of this seasons FA 
Cup, both here and on a Sunday afternoon. I don’t know whether playing on Sunday’s is a 
lucky omen for us, but we do tend to get the right result whenever we have had to play in 
both the FA Cup and FA Vase on this day.

Our league form is not what it should be so far this season, but I am sure things will pick up 
shortly with much needed wins and climbing up the table. Wisbech are also having a tough 
time of it at the start of the season following a very promising pre-season. However, they 
picked up their first points of their opening five fixtures on Monday with a 2-1 home victory 
over Yaxley. That result will give them a huge boost coming into this game and being a step 
above us they will come here as firm favourites to win.

Today’s match will be another tough test for the lads, and they will need to show the form 
and resilience they displayed against both Wembley and Grays to get the result we are all 
hoping for. Should the score after 90 minutes be level the game will go to a replay on 08 th 
September 19:45 Kick off at Wisbech Town FC’s ground.

Our next home game is currently scheduled against Harefield United on Saturday 18 th 
September but will be subject to change should we be successful today or in a replay.

Thank you for your continued support and enjoy the game.

Graham Kingham 
Chairman, Baldock Town FC 

BLAST FROM THE PAST (AGAIN) 
In the Programme for our 
momentus win against Grays 
Athletic I had a photo of our 
1947-48 League winning 
team hoping that a photo of 
our team with a Trophy 
would bring us good luck - - 
and it did.
I am not superstitious but 
here is another photo of that 
team just in case.

If anyone has old photos 
please send them to me or 
make contact via the Website 
(Thx – John G, Editor)







BALDOCK TOWN FC HISTORY 

The club were founded in 1905 as Baldock Football Club, and joined the Northern 
Division of the Herts County League for the 1905–06 season. They won the division in 
1920–21 and finished as runners-up in the championship play-off. In 1921 they were 
renamed Baldock Town, and league reorganisation saw them placed in the North 
Eastern Division. The league was reduced to a single division in 1923, and the 1924–
25 season saw the club finish as runners-up. However, the league was disbanded at 
the end of the season, and the club joined Division One of the Bedfordshire & District 
County League(later renamed the South Midlands League), with the reserves playing 
in Division Two. They won the league in 1927–28, and although they finished bottom 
of Division One in 1929–30, they avoided being relegated to Division Two. They 
remained in Division One until World War II.
After the war Baldock rejoined the Herts County League, finishing bottom of Division 
One in 1946–47. They then switched back to the South Midlands League, winning 
Division Two in 1947–48 and earning promotion to Division One; the reserves 
subsequently joined Division Two. The club won Division One in 1949–50 and were 
promoted to the Premier Division. After finishing as runners-up in 1953–54, they left 
the league, switching to the Parthenon League.  They remained in the league for five 
seasons, before joining the Senior Division of the London League, finishing bottom of 
the division in 1959–60. However, after four seasons they rejoined the Premier 
Division of the South Midlands League. They subsequently won the league in 1965–
66, 1967–68 and 1969–70.
In 1983 Baldock switched to the Premier Division of the United Counties League, 
finishing as runners-up in their first season. After finishing as runners-up again in 
1986–87, they were promoted to the Southern Division of the Southern League.[6] 
They remained in the division until the end of the 1994–95 season, which saw them 
finish as runners-up, earning promotion to the Premier Division. However, they were 
relegated back to the Southern Division at the end of the 1996–97 season. In 1999 
the club was transferred to the Eastern Division when the league was restructured. 
After the 2000–01 season they left the league and folded.
In 2003 the club was reformed as Baldock, with the team composed of former 
members of the Baldock Town youth team. They joined Division One of the North 
Hertfordshire League. After finishing third in 2004–05, they were promoted to the 
Premier Division. The club were founder members of the North & Mid Herts League 
in 2006, and were placed in the Premier Division. During the year the club was 
renamed Baldock Town. After finishing as runners-up in the Premier Division, they 
were promoted to Division One of the Herts County League. They won the division at 
the first attempt, earning promotion to the Premier Division. In 2008 they were 
renamed again, this time becoming Baldock Town Letchworth following a move to 
playing home matches in Letchworth. However, they reverted to being Baldock Town 
in 2011 after returning to Baldock.
The club won the Premier Division in 2011–12 but were denied promotion due to 
their ground failing the necessary ground grading. After finishing as runners-up the 
following season, they were promoted to Division One of the Spartan South 
Midlands League after agreeing a groundshare in nearby Hitchin.



Player Sponsorship 

If you would like to Sponsor a Player please contact any member 
of the committee or message via the Website or Social Media



WISBECH TOWN PLAYER PEN PICS 2021-22 

Brett Whaley – Manager – Appointed in February 2020.  This is Brett’s second spell as Wisbech 
manager after arriving in June 2015 following the sudden departure of Dick Creasey. Following coaching 
roles at Boston United and Peterborough United, Brett gained managerial experience with Ramsey Town, 
Deeping Rangers (assisting former Fenman Tuncay Korkmaz) and three stints as March Town manager 
which included taking Wisbech to an FA Cup replay, a league cup semi-final and finally leading The Hares 
to their highest league finish (4th) for around 15 years. His two stints at Yaxley (either side of managing 
the Fenmen) saw the Cuckoos achieve league positions not seen for a decade and also reach the 4th 
Round proper of the FA Vase for the first time in their history. 
Liam Adams – Midfielder – Talented attacking midfielder who joined the Fenmen for a second time in 
July 2020 after a loan spell from Boston United in 2016-17. Has also turned out for Holbeach United and 
Stamford.
Toby Allen – Striker – Previously with King’s Lynn Town and March Town United.  Looking to step up 
having proved his goalscoring ability at a lower level. 
Charlie Congreve – Goalkeeper – Joined in April 2021 having been with March Town United during 
the Covid-affected 2020-21 season. Previously with King’s Lynn Town.

Danny Draper – Midfielder – Originally signed from Eynesbury Rovers in October 2019.  Joined Bedford 
Town in February 2020 but returned to Wisbech in July 2020.  Previous clubs include Corby Town and 
Stamford.
Dylan Edge – Striker – Joined the Fenmen from March Town United in February 2020.  Originally signed 
in March 2019 from King’s Lynn Town, making 8 appearances and scoring one goal.  Previous clubs include 
Dereham Town, Thetford Town and Yaxley.

Jon Fairweather –  Defender – Rejoins the Fenmen after spending the past couple of years with 
Holbeach United.  Jonno has made over 400 appearances for Wisbech since joining as a 19-year-old in 
2010 and his experience will be crucial during the coming season.
Cameron Gow – Striker – Dual-registered with Peterborough Sports.  Returning to the game after an 
extended period out due to injury.  
Aaron Hart – Defender – Originally joined the Fenmen on work experience loan from Peterborough 
United in 2017. Was recalled by Posh in January 2018 but re-joined Wisbech in April for the UCL run-in.  
Stayed for a couple more seasons before joining Yaxley in pre-season 2020.  Returned in December 2020 
but thanks to Covid wasn’t able to play a competitive match. 
Jack Keeble – Defender – In his second stint with the Fenmen after signing from Stamford in January 
2020. Former Grimsby Town youth team player who was given a one-year pro contract by the Mariners in 
2017.  Has also played at St Neots Town.
Layton Maddison – Midfielder – Former Peterborough United Youth Team player.  Signed for Wisbech 
in August 2018 having spent some time on work experience loan from Posh the previous season.  Joined  
Skegness Town in October 2020 but returned in July 2021.  Scored the fourth best goal in the NPL last 
season according to a series of Twitter polls!
Liam Marshall – Defender – Signed in July 2019 from Spalding United.  Club Captain.  Was skipper of 
the Peterborough United Under-18 side before joining up with his former manager Gavin Strachan at 
Ilkeston in the Northern Premier League.  Joined National League North side Corby Town in February 2016 
and Stamford in the NPL a year later.  Was with Peterborough Sports for about 12 months before moving 
to Spalding.
Tom Mcleish – Defender – Another of the players to join the Fenmen from manager Brett Whaley’s 
former club March Town United.  Previous clubs include Downham Town, Dereham Town and Norwich 
United.
Eoin McQuaid – Midfielder – Eoin is a product of the King’s Lynn Community Football project and made 
more than 40 appearances for the Linnets’ first team.  Spent half the 2018-19 season on loan to Wisbech 
from Lynn before joining Dereham Town.  Signed for March in January 2020 before linking up with Brett 
again in spring 2021.
Sam Murphy – Midfielder – Signed in February 2020 from Deeping Rangers.  Was a Wisbech Town U18 
and regular in the Reserves before stepping up to the 1st Team in 2011. Spent three years at UCL side



TEAMWEAR

SHOP ONLINE

VIA THE WEBSITE

ACCESSORIES

WORKWEAR

TRAINING KITS
CONTACT US

Macron Store Herordshire, 
Unit 1, Arden Press Way, Letchworth, 
Herts, SG6 1LH. 

/macronherordshire

@macronherts

www.MACRONSTOREHERTFORDSHIRE.co.uk

TEAMWEAR
    SPECIALISTS
Great value sports and workwear        
  outlet based in Letchworth, Herts. 



TODAY’S SQUADS 

BALDOCK TOWN

Adam Harpur
Cameron Groom
Ollie Skinner
Harry Baker
Lewis Franklin
Lewis Matthews
Josh Furness (Capt)
Luke Rowland
Tommy Reynolds
Tommy Carroll
Alfie Warman
Josh Downes
Alex Coppin
Zach Decker
Ashley Hay
Aedan Gaffney
Dylan Logan
Owen Robertson
Theo Reed
Charlie Rome
Ollie Trott
Jude White
Lanre Balogun
Luis Brooker

Manager – Rob Bates
Asst Mgr – Ercan Mehmet

Officials

Thomas Burns, Daniel Statham, Edward Stone

WISBECH TOWN

GK  Luke Pearson
Charlie Congreve

Aaron Hart
Liam Marshall (Capt)

Layton Maddison
Jon Fairweather

Tom Mcleish
Danny Draper
Eoin McQuaid
Avelino Vieira 

Liam Adams
Toby Allen

Dylan Edge
Andre Williams
Cameron Gow

Manager – Brett Whaley
Asst Mgr – Chris Lenton
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