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Good afternoon and welcome to the New Lamb Meadow stadium for 
today’s SSML fixture against Stotfold FC.

Baldock Town FC would like to extend a warm welcome to the players, 
officials, and supporters of Stotfold today and hope that they enjoy the 
game.

This is significant local league derby and one that has not been played on 
competitive terms in recent years. Hopefully it will be a cracker and may 
the best team win.

Please read the special message about Fan Behaviour and Safety on the 
next page and please help support the message.

Thank you for your continued support and enjoy the game.

John Graham
Programme Editor

PS – I thought I would make special mention of Roy Ryall who is part of 
the Stotfold management team but has served and continues to serve the 
footballing communities of both towns very well. A great guy - welcome to 
this match Roy.
PPS – I managed to miss a penalty in a match a few years ago against Roy, 
he saved it. It was a rubbish penalty but I am getting over it now.

Welcome 
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Every football fan should feel safe when watching their team. But last 
season we saw a minority of supporters ruining the game for others. 
That’s why we’re supporting strong measures across football to tackle 
antisocial and criminal behaviours within football grounds.

These include entering the pitch without permission, carrying or using 
smoke bombs or pyros and throwing objects onto the pitch, as well as 
discriminatory behaviour and taking drugs. All of these are illegal, 
dangerous and have no place in our game.

For everyone’s safety, clubs will report anyone carrying out these offences 
to the police, which can result in a permanent criminal record. These 
measures could also now apply to the parents or guardians of children 
involved in these activities.

From the start of the 2022/23 season, anyone who enters the pitch and 
those carrying or using smoke bombs and pyros will now automatically be 
banned by their club. 

These measures reflect the seriousness of the risks to fans and staff – 
pyros can burn at 2000 degrees Celsius and cause life-changing injuries, 
while entering the pitch endangers players, managers and match officials – 
it is impossible for anyone to tell the difference between a celebrating fan 
and a violent attacker. 

The football authorities are working with clubs and the Football 
Supporters’ Association to make sure everyone feels safe on matchdays. 
We ask all fans to come together to show that those who commit these 
illegal acts do not represent the majority of supporters.

Love Football. Protect the Game.

Important Message 
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The first recorded football in the town was 1904, however it is certain that the game was 
played for a number of years before that. In those early 1900s, Stotfold sides played in the 
Biggleswade and District League. This was followed by a spell of nearly 30 years in North 
Herts Football. The first record of a trophy being won was 1911 when Potton were beaten 1-
0 in the Biggleswade and District Championship. Stotfold FC was officially founded after 
WW2 in 1946. In 1951 we joined the South Midlands League Division 2 and in 1953 were 
promoted to Division 1. Up until 1965 our home ground was located at Hitchin Road 
Recreation Ground. Football was very much at the centre of the community and locals in the 
village clubbed together sufficient funds to purchase a meadow named 'Roker', (previously 
used in 1911 by Stotfold Athletic), and developed the ground aptly named Roker Park which 
we occupied for 54 years. The club remained in the South Midlands League for over 30 years 
winning promotion to the Premier League in 1955 and winning the championship in 1980 
and finishing runners-up nine times. The club joined the United Counties League in 1984/85 
season finishing runners-up twice in 1993/94 and 1995/96 under the guidance of ex-Arsenal 
player Ian Allinson. Phil Pateman took over from Ian stepping up after managing the reserves 
to League champions and Beds Intermediate success. During 1998-2001 under his charge the 
club won The Beds Senior and Premier Cups, UCL League Cup, and the Hinchingbrooke Cup 
as well as being runners-up and finalists in two North Beds Charity Cups. 
In 2001 after the club gained planning permission for a ground improvement, the Town 
Council asked us to consider giving up our long-term lease for a new stadium along Arlesey 
Road. We agreed subject to the facility being suitable for playing at Step 4 which would be a 
significant upgrade on our existing ground allowing us to play at a higher level. This was 
agreed but became more complex with the project integrating a whole community concept. 
The early 2000s saw a high turnover of managers and players with Steve Cook, Jim Benton, 
Glen Clarke, Ian Williscroft and Mark Teeling all unable to turn the club around. During the 
summer of 2007 the squad was strengthened, culminating in the most successful season in 
the club’s history. Both first and second team squads won their respective league and county 
cup competitions, (the first club and to date only one to do so), with the second team under 
John Philbin remaining unbeaten in the league. The club was the only UCL club to reach the 
3rd Qualifying Round of the FA Cup before losing to Tonbridge Angels. During the summer 
Ian was offered the Managers job at Ryman Premier League Borehamwood and he remains 
one of the best non-League managers of our time currently in charge at St Albans City.
The 2010s saw the club move back to the Spartan South Midlands League in 2010/11. In 
season 2012-13 Gordon stood down and Steve Young was appointed as Manager supported 
by Roy Ryall but the club were left stunned when Coach Tony Lamacraft collapsed after an 
abandoned first team friendly caused by the double leg fracture of one of the Stotfold 
players. Despite the valiant efforts of club officials and paramedics including an air 
ambulance crew Tony passed away. Over 500 attended his funeral and Tony has been sadly 
missed not just by Stotfold but the whole of the local football community. Seasons 2015/18 
continued the slide into decline both on and off the pitch. 2015/16 saw a re-formed reserves 
as an U25 side winning the Biggleswade KO cup. The first team won the NBCC defeating 
Biggleswade United 2-0 in the final in what turned out to be the last game under Rob Bates 
and his management team who resigned shortly after. The turnaround of managers was 
matching that of the players as Mick Reardon kicked it off lasting less than 2 months, 
suffering a humiliating club record a FA Cup 12-1 loss to Berkhamsted. Michael Parkin 
stepped in but despite an amazing run of wins at the end of the season we finished bottom 
on goal difference. Michael unfortunately resigned down to work commitments. Back on the 
Manager merry-go-round we were given a lift when the FA reprieved us, but we weren’t so 
lucky in 2018/19 when we finished 3rd from bottom and went down on goal difference on 
the last day of the season.

STOTFOLD FC 



Julian Robinson, Gary Burkett (Temp), Mark Nervais, and finally Marce Collington all having a 
hand in managing in excess of 100 players. The only saving grace for the season being 
runners up in the U25 Development Cup losing out 1-0 to Ampthill Town. The U25s 
themselves having numerous managers/assistants by Christmas before Brad Gillham 
supported by Phil Pateman steered them to calmer waters. 
Revised plans were drawn up when an offer to build 60 properties on Roker Park was 
accepted in return for a stadium being built for us. The club needed a reboot and the new 
stadium rising before our eyes gave us the opportunity to do just that. The club completely 
restructured with a merger of Senior & Junior clubs with an ongoing program of inclusive 
football for a Charter Standard Club comprising of more than 60 teams and 700 participants. 
So, to the 2020s success off the field being as important as on it but the first Team are the 
standard bearer. In this regard we were delighted that our former player Luke Gregson could 
see our vision for the future and agreed to be our manager after a wonderful spell at 
Baldock where he took them from the SSML Div. 1 to 4th in the Premier League in just 3 
seasons. He bought with him Jim Sterling and rebuilt the side. After a slow start the Eagles 
went on a fantastic run of form winning 14 consecutive league games and seemingly nailed 
on for promotion before Covid-19 null and voided the season. However not before we won 
the Beds Senior Trophy beating Stevington 2-0 in the final. Despite, the disappointment 2020 
marked a landmark for the club when we moved to our New Roker Park JSJ Stadium. The 
£2M Step 4 facility opened its doors on Feb 8th with a home game against Shefford & 
Campton, and a crowd of 644 witnessed a super game with the Eagles winning 5-3. The 
stadium is a credit to all but in truth it would not have been possible without substantial 
financial support from both clubs and generous donations from long standing members of 
the Seniors. This enabled us to completely furnish the clubhouse, provide external toilets 
and Irrigation System not catered for in the build. Leaving a legacy for future generations. 
Unfortunately, season 2020/21 was curtailed again by Covid in December with us finishing in 
7th position and the FA Restructure saw us lose out on promotion by 0.01 of a point.  Luke 
also decided to step down due to work and family commitments. After 20 years as club 
chairman Phil Pateman stepped down at the end of season 2020/21 with his vice-chairman 
of some 4 years Rob Parkin agreeing to take on the role of chairman. We started the new 
2021/22 season full of optimism having been re-structured off the field and in the re-
structured Division 1 under former players Brett and Paul Donnelly. Brett enjoyed a playing 
career with several local sides and notably National League step 3 sides Biggleswade Town 
and Hitchin Town becoming assistant manager at both clubs.  Paul a member of the 2008 
Championship team, is a familiar and popular face at Stotfold. He managed our development 
side and worked for several seasons with our Juniors before taking a coaching role at 
Letchworth GC Eagles.  Joining Brett’s management team is UEFA B licence and FA Coach 
mentor Eddie McLoughlin.  Eddie left his Asst managers post at Hendon after successful 
coaching spells with Hertford and Biggleswade Town. The management team are completed 
by Michael Parkin (Goalkeeping coach), Ryan Jefferies (Physio) and Roy Ryall with Jon Little, 
Sean Lyness and Darren Clarke looking after the Development/U18 sides. The season saw 
unprecedented success with the first team winning Division 1 and promotion back to the 
South Midlands Premier Division, the Development team winning Division 1 of the Beds 
County Football League and promotion to Premier Division and the U18s winning the 
Nemean Division of the Southern Counties Southern Floodlit League. We start season 
2022/23 with the same management teams for the first and development teams. The club 
will have their first ever Woman’s team this season under the management of Tom Olney 
and Becca Lightfoot and they will be playing in the Beds and Herts Woman’s Football League. 
Jon is standing down from Youth football and we have a new U18 management team of 
Stuart Lopez and Scott Cretton. They will play in the midweek SCFYL and on Saturdays in the 
Junior Premier League. 

STOTFOLD FC 



TEAMWEAR

SHOP ONLINE

VIA THE WEBSITE

ACCESSORIES

WORKWEAR

TRAINING KITS
CONTACT US

Macron Store Herordshire, 
Unit 1, Arden Press Way, Letchworth, 
Herts, SG6 1LH. 

/macronherordshire

@macronherts

www.MACRONSTOREHERTFORDSHIRE.co.uk

TEAMWEAR
    SPECIALISTS
Great value sports and workwear        
  outlet based in Letchworth, Herts. 



TODAY’S SQUADS 

David Archer (GK)
Joseph Abe
Lawrence Ajong
Joe Babbage
Joe Dalli
Gurjosh Dhesi
Mamadou Diallo
Jamie Essam
Josh Furness (C)
Charlie Joy
Chad King
Richard Kusorgbor
Dean Laing
Ryan Lamond
Alex Matsukatov
Leon Okuboyejo
Tommy Reynolds
Owen Robertson
Luke Rowland
Harrison Sollis
Dylan Switters
Adam Turner
Liam Tyler
Jude White
Marcus Wilson

Mgr; Dave McAdam
Asst; John Dalli
Coach; Danny Hutchins
Sports Therapist; Amy Kibler

Kade Bagge
Josh Bamford

Jack Bradshaw (C)
Alex Coppin

Aaron Diviney
Liam Gooch (GK)

Aaron Hector
Josh Mollison

Samuel Nicholls
Joseph Ryan

Gideon Sarpong
Archie Sayer
Daniel Sears

Devonte Simms
Codi-Lee Spavins

Mason Spence
Jordan Stevenson

Jordan Stewart
Jack Woods
Kyle Young

Mgt Team; Brett Donnelly, 
Paul Donnelly,

Eddie McLoughlin,
Michael Parkin,

Roy Ryall
Physio’s: Ryan Jefferies

BALDOCK TOWN FC STOTFOLD FC

Officials
Stuart Smith, Bradley Hallybone, Paul Melvin
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