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Good afternoon and welcome to the New Lamb Meadow stadium for 
today’s SSML Premier League match against Leverstock Green FC. I would 
like to extend a warm welcome to the players, officials, and supporters of 
LGFC and hope they enjoy their brief time with us.

Following our manager deciding to step down after last Saturday’s defeat, I 
have decided to place Dave McAdam in charge of first team affairs. I am 
also pleased that John Dalli has decided to stay on and help Dave with the 
first team. With a few tweaks I am sure they will get the team firing soon.

I would like to thank Rob Bates for all he has done for the club, particularly 
for putting his faith in our EJA youth players. He leaves us with some 
promising youngsters gaining valuable first team experience, which I am 
sure Dave & John will embrace.

Leverstock Green will expect to go away with all three points as they 
currently sit 6th in the table whilst we are in the relegation zone. They are 
always a hard team to play against and give very little away, meaning we 
will have to take our chances to have any chance of getting something from 
the game.

However, with the way we have been playing and the chances we have 
been creating it’s only a matter of time before we hit five or six in a game. I 
would like to think it could be today, but I can only think of once where we 
have scored four against Leverstock Green, so maybe we will have to wait!

Good luck to Dave and John and please get behind them whatever the 
result today.

Our next home game is against Langford on Wednesday 15th December 
7:45pm kick off in the Gladwish Challenge Trophy.

Thank you for your continued support and enjoy the game.

Graham Kingham
Chairman
Baldock Town FC 

CHAIRMAN’S CHAT 

This Programme is the copyright of Baldock Town FC and cannot be used without permission of 
Baldock Town FC



Club Statement on the Resignation of Rob Bates

Following the conclusion of last weeks match I took a call from our 
manager Rob Bates where he informed me he wished too step down as 1st 
team Manager. I asked him to reconsider as I feel the team have been 
playing really well and would soon get the results they deserve. 
Unfortunately Rob had made his mind up and I had no other option but to 
accept that he wished to step aside.

I would like to thank Rob for all the tireless work he has done since being at 
the club. Some of the football and results we have had have been 
outstanding and brought immense pleasure to us all. Rob has brought 
through so many of our youth players which will  set the club up for years 
to come, I’m just sorry he won’t be involved to reap the rewards.

It has been a pleasure to have had Rob managing our club and I wish him 
all the best in whatever he does in the future.

Graham Kingham, Chairman, Baldock Town FC

Baldock Town remembers Ron Millett

Baldock Town FC were saddened to hear of the recent death of Ron Millet. 
Ron was involved with the junior sections of the Club in the late 1970’s and 
was a past Chairman of the Club in the 1980’s.

NEWS 



MATCH REPORT
Baldock Town 1 v Harpenden Town 2

Harpenden were late turning up and Josh Furness was missing so this was not a great start. 
Coppin was Captain for this one.
Baldock were definitely up for the match and you couldn’t fault the work rate right from the 
start. They chased everything and weren’t for giving up. After just 5 mins Brooker, our centre 
forward , went off injured, so that wasn’t the best start. Early on we had a chance when Gaffney 
sent Hay away down the right, who made it to the byline and cut it low across the box, everyone 
missed it.
On 22 mins Rome battled and won the ball in Harpenden’s half and shot wide from distance. 
Just a bit later a move from our own half was well worked between White and Downes to 
Robertson who got a cross in but a defender cleared for a corner. The resulting corner came in 
to the back post where Robertson headed to the middle for Matthews to head home for 
Baldock.
1-0 up in 25 mins.
Baldock had been chasing and pressing non-stop and just a minute later a mistake in the 
Harpenden defence allowed Robertson a run towards the near post but shot high and wide 
when the Keeper should have been made to work. Harpenden really hadn’t tested us but in 30 
mins they managed a header that looped high over the bar. This was as close as they had got so 
far.
Baldock were still chasing everything and Harpenden’s frustration was becoming clear as they 
had a player booked for pulling Matthews’ jersey as he wa breaking out of defence with the ball. 
One of the Harpenden coaches was then sent off for something the linesman noticed. There 
was a bit of confusion as he didn’t seem to want to leave but Little Dave on our bench made it 
clear where he should go.
Baldock were really dominating and right on half time Hay found himself all alone inside the six 
yard box with the ball and just the keeper to beat but he managed to miss, most unlike him, but 
we could have done with that one.
Baldock 1-0 and definitely the better team at half time.
Just after the restart the ball broke to White who unleashed a shot from distance. From where I 
was it looked bound for the top corner but it went narrowly past.
Unfortunately Baldock then lost a goal in 52 mins when they had chances fo clear but 
Harpenden were quicker and got a goal back. Well against the run of play but that’s how it goes 
sometimes.
Baldock were not about to give up and down the other end Downes got in a cross to the back 
post where Aldridge was waiting and went back across the keeper with a header and almost 
caught him out. A good save from the Harpenden keeper.
Aldridge then had a nice run into the box and had a shot saved by the Keeper for a corner. 
Baldock were still pressing and were causing havoc down the left. Aldridge, again, had another 
chance and blasted a shot from 9 yards but the Keeper got in the way again. Hay was next up 
and got a shot off following a pass from Robertson. Hay, now on the right got a good ball from 
Rome and hit the outside of the post. Lots of pressure but no luck. Unfortunately, as is quite 
often the case, Baldock then lost a goal against the run of play on 80 mins.
With 10 mins to go the Harpenden defence were too experienced to lose this one and 
effectively shut up shop.
It was a good battling performance from a very young Baldock team but we just couldn’t 
convert the chances we had. We should have won this one.

Team; Skinner, Downes, Franklin, White, Matthews, Coppin (C), Aldridge, Robertson, Brooker, 
Rome, Hay. Subs; Gaffney, Adeyemi, Green, Trott, Harpur.
Report by J.Graham, BTFC Fan



TODAY’S VISITORS 
Leverstock Green

Leverstock Green Football Club was formed around 1895. The first match reports 
appeared on January 4th 1896 in the Advertiser and gave an account of a match 
against Hemel Hempstead Rovers.
 
The first competitive fixtures were reported during season 1908/1909 when the Club 
competed in Division Three of the West Herts League. Other clubs competing in the 
league at that time were: Abbots Langley, Bovingdon, Boxmoor, Bushey Heath, 
Hagden Lane, Kings Langley and Potten End.
 
The Club ground in Pancake Lane originally formed part of the Gorhambury Estate, 
Lord Verulam making the ground available for the youth of the area and his estate 
workers to enjoy a game of ball. Clearly Lord Verulam was an early enthusiast, 
providing timber-built changing rooms, which have been progressively replaced since 
the 1960’s by the existing brick built clubhouse and changing rooms.
 
On the death of the Lord, certain parcels of land, including that on which the Football 
Club stood, fell to the Crown in lieu of death duties and is administered on its behalf 
by the Commission for New Towns, who have remained the Club’s landlords since that 
time, despite two unsuccessful attempts by the Club to buy the freehold.
 
The club remained members of the West Herts League until 1954 when it broadened 
its horizons and successfully applied to join the Herts County League.
 
By the mid 1970’s the Club started to move forward with a new clubhouse, post & rail 
and the installation of training lights.
 
The playing side of the club also improved and in 1979 the club won Division One of 
the Herts County League and were promoted to the Premier Division the highest 
standard the Club had achieved in 80 years.
 
In 1991 the Club were accepted into the South Midlands League and had two highly 
successful seasons in the Premier Division before being forced to drop into the Senior 
Division, as floodlights were then not available. In 1996 the club finished in runners-
up position and the following season were the divisional champions but could not be 
promoted because floodlights had still not received approval from the Council. 
 
Premier Division status was eventually regained in 2003, and the club is now the 
longest-standing current member of the division. The club’s highest finish in the 
Premier Division has been 4th, in season 2010/11, with top six finishes also being 
recorded in 2005/06, 2006/07 and 2008/09.
 
Season 2010/11 also saw the club’s best ever run in the FA Vase, with wins over 
Welwyn Garden City, Enfield, Hullbridge Sports, Tunbridge Wells and Bemerton Heath 
Harlequins before defeat in the Fifth Round against Rye United.  The club has twice 
reached the Third Round of the FA Vase, in seasons 2006/07 and 2018/19.



TODAY’S VISITORS 
Leverstock Green (cont)

Leverstock Green entered the FA Cup for the first time in 2004, and the club’s best 
performance has been reaching the Second Round Qualifying, which was achieved in 
2014/15, where we were beaten by Staines Town, and in 2018/19 where we were beaten by 
Dorking Wanderers.
 
County honours were won in 2006/07 and 2010/11 as the Herts Charity Shield was lifted, 
and the club were beaten finalists in the Herts Charity Cup in 2011/12. After finishing 
runners-up four times over the previous 12 years, The West Herts FA St Mary’s Cup was 
finally lifted for the first time in 2017/18 with victory over Berkhamsted in the final at 
Vauxhall Road.
 
Between 2005 and 2015 the club ran a successful Ladies’ Team, which rose from the Beds 
and Herts League into the Eastern Region Womens League, reaching the Premier Division in 
2013.
 
The under-18 side competes in the Southern Counties Floodlit Youth League. The team 
finished runners-up in their division in seasons 2010/11 and 2014/15, and in 2015/16 they 
reached the final of both the Brian Hitchings Cup and the Colwyn Cup, losing in both finals to 
Luton Town Cedars. Many players have made the step up from under-18 level to first team 
level, and those who have gone on to play much higher up the non-league pyramid include 
Charlie Gorman (Eastbourne Borough), Luke Warner-Eley (Royston Town, St Albans City) and 
Jonathan Lacey (Hemel Hempstead Town) who also represented the England non-league side 
in the Falklands while a Leverstock Green player.
 
The Pancake Lane ground has seen many improvements due to ever more stringent ground 
grading requirements. In 2007 the Peter Metcalfe changing rooms were built at a cost of 
£90,000. 2008 saw the refurbishment of the clubhouse to include new toilets and a new 
hospitality suite. In 2009 the concrete walkway was completed to cover  three sides of the 
ground and a seated stand accommodating 113 spectators was installed.
 
Season 2018/19 was one of turmoil and sadness, as long-serving fixture secretary Graham 
Smart passed away suddenly only weeks after taking on the role of interim chairman. A 
season which promised so much at the start ended with the club only securing Premier 
Division safety on the final day.
 
Emma Smart took over as chairman for season 2019/20, and with a new management team 
and a new spirit of optimism the club was on course for a safe mid-table finish before the 
season was brought to a premature end by Covid-19. The management team of Matt Harding 
and Mick Vipond continued into the 2020/21 season, which again came to a premature end. 
For season 2021/22, a new management team of Fergus Moore, Scott McGleish and Paul 
Marks has been appointed. The club has increased its commitment to youth development by 
joining the Eastern Junior Alliance and will be running an under-15 side this season.
 
Three club stalwarts have received awards from the Football Association and the Herts FA for 
50 years service to football. The first was Jim Matthews, affectionately known as “Macca”, 
who passed away at the age of 90 in 2006. The second was Bill Dawes in 2014, and the third 
was long-serving club secretary Brian Barter in 2019.  Brian stood down from his role as 
secretary in 2020, having twice been honoured with awards from the Spartan South 
Midlands League.



The following people have worked tirelessly to bring you this 
match and many have been doing so for quite a few years – 
we hope you enjoy and appreciate the work done so far – 
come on ye Reds

President: Steve West
Chairman: Graham Kingham
Vice Chairman: Barry Kingham
Secretary: Nick Carr
Treasurer: Barry Kingham
Commercial Managers: Heather Frankland 
Webmaster/Programme Editor: John Graham
Catering Manager: Barry Kingham 
Turnstiles: Eden Baxter
Matchday Security: Katie Matthews, Graham Kingham 
Matchday Correspondent: John Graham 
Photographer: John Graham 
Press Officer:  Nick Carr
Players Representative: Josh Furness 
Lottery Co-Ordinator: Steve West
Adult and Youth Co-Ordinator: Dave McAdam
Team Management:
1st Team Manager: Dave McAdam
1st Team Assistant Mangers: John Dalli
Sports Therapist: Amy Kibler
Reserve team Manager: Ryan Haggar
Reserve Assistant Manager: Tony Mara
Reserve Team Secretary: Nicola Haggar

DREAM TEAM



Player Sponsorship 

If you would like to Sponsor a Player please contact any member 
of the committee or message via the Website or Social Media



TEAMWEAR

SHOP ONLINE

VIA THE WEBSITE

ACCESSORIES

WORKWEAR

TRAINING KITS
CONTACT US

Macron Store Herordshire, 
Unit 1, Arden Press Way, Letchworth, 
Herts, SG6 1LH. 

/macronherordshire

@macronherts

www.MACRONSTOREHERTFORDSHIRE.co.uk

TEAMWEAR
    SPECIALISTS
Great value sports and workwear        
  outlet based in Letchworth, Herts. 



TODAY’S SQUADS 

BALDOCK TOWN

Oliver Skinner (GK)
Adam Harpur (GK)
Michael Adeyemi
Finn Aldridge
Luis Brooker
Alex Coppin
Josh Furness (c)
Josh Downes
Lewis Franklin
Aeden Gaffney
Jacob Green
Ashley Hay
Lewis Matthews
Owen Robertson
Charlie Rome
Oliver Trott
Jude White

Manager; Dave McAdam
Asst; John Dalli
Sports Therapist; Amy Kibler 

Officials

Christopher Poole, Luke Griggs, Giani Pop

LEVERSTOCK GREEN

Alfie Bonfield
Adrian Pitfield

Rio Beach
(c) Dan Weeks

Paul Marks
Kian Wilkes

Lewis Collins
Dan Pett

Rawn Seale
Ollie Cox

Ethan Mooney
Harry Bonner

Ryan Carruthers
Paplamin Jawara

Ollie Lawford
Elgeniy Daalberg

Manager; Fergus Moore
Assistant; Scott McGleish
Coaches; Paul Marks, AJ 
Findlay, Darren Bonfield

 

Next Home Matches

GCT – Wed 15th Dec 2021 v Langford
SSML - Sat 27th Dec 2021 v Arlesey

(its really an away match but feels like a home one)
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