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125 Bearg of Clapham College
Chapter 6-1940 to 1950

Second Borld War more heroes at the College

The heroes of World War Two were not just those who fought against the Germans and
Japanese, but there was also the Home Guard, the parents, the mother who went
through unimageable trauma. But for the College the teachers, brothers and boys be-
came heroes in their own way and for Clapham; Evacuation to East Grinstead and finally

to Taunton beckoned. John Keen, [Earl of Chatham’s diary is below] blotches & oath too.

1. Evacuee John Keen's YWar Diary
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2. Jobn Keen'’s Address Book and War Biary 1944

: -| y ideas from an evacuee
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3. Peter Reen, John's cougin writes

Dear Scotty, You may have made a request that will result in a deluge of reminiscence, so I will try to be as brief as possible. My brothes
Roy (1947-52) and I were never officially evacuated and spent from 1939 to early 44 between London and relatives and friends in Wilishire. ~ We started
attending the ad hoc rump of St Georges Cathedral school before the main body of the children evacuated to Bradford Abbas in Devon returned in early 194
T must have taken "1 1 plus" or "scholarship” examinations in both Wiltshire and London as in addition to a Grammar school offer in London I was also offere;
Place at the Bishops Grammar school in Salisbury. My parents opted for the Xaverian brothers where my older cousin John A Keen was already a pupil a
my lifglong friends Bernard Scammel and the late Gerald Lee were among a large contingent of St Georges boys who started in September of 1945. Ge
and ny main war memory was of one of the very last V1 bombers to reach South London.  We were making our way fiom my home just of the K enningtor
Rd to his in Lambeth Walk when the Alert sounded. By this time of'the war it usually meant a false alarm but as we actually heard the V1 we were called intg
the deep entrance of an HGV depot and not long after heard and felt the explosion. After the all clear we ran back to reassure my Mother and then went to
the same for Mrs Lee. The V1 had struck the yard where most of the market stalls for the Lambeth Walk street market were stored, between the Walk an
Lambeth Rd. An area akready laid waste by earlier bombing,

We shared a more fragic incident, a friend and classmate of ours who walked home with us daily was killed when a V2 struck the victorian mansion flats
opposite the bombed wreckage of the Lambeth Baths. Had he lived he was destined for Clapham College too.

As someone who took a degree in history in later life with a special interest in London and the Blitz | have researched and talked to many of my parents and
grandparents friends collecting their reminiscences of South London in the war with particular emphasis on our Cathedral but none actually relate to any schoc
other|than The Cathedral

Hope this might be of some nterest.  Regards Peter Keen. & /
\

—— i,
WUy b

a

The County [girls] Grammar School; today [Imberhorne Lower School, East Grinstead]
e



4. Evacuee James Robingon Clapham Colleqe 1944 - sad gtory

The Experiences of a London Evacuee [edit]

[CSV Action Desk Leicester [Community Service Volunteers—a registered charity 2005]
James Paul John Robinson [Somerset ] John joined the “evacuated” Clapham College in Somerset in
1944 - | was born James Paul John Robinson on 30th April 1933 in London. On the 3rd September 1939 we
were evacuated to Bridgewater in Somerset. We arrived after what felt like the longest day. At 6am we
were on the tube and from Paddington Station arrived in Somerset at 10pm. We then started our long
trek round Bridgewater looking for foster homes. | was 6 years old, my sister Bronwyn was 7 years old and
my brother Gordon was 4.
At about midnight they knocked on the door of Mr and Mrs Johns, an elderly couple who owned a bakery
and tea rooms and they took us in for 1 or 2 nights. We were well looked after and | "worked" in the
bakery and they gave me a few coins. They made us welcome. They kept us until after Christmas 1939. We
were put in a home in January 1940. The couple lived next door to the cattle market and only took us in
for the money. | remember always being hungry - it wasn't a happy time for us. Then Gordon and | were
then sent to another home where anything our mum sent for us (like clothing) was given to their own

children and we were given their cast offs.

In the early 1941's my mum, gran and new brother Peter came from London and went to live with a
couple and my sister Bronwyn went to live there as well. During this time my father was away in the army
and we never saw him. We had no sweets, chocolates or bananas; we had a deprived childhood. We were
dressed in rags and | only had short trousers until | was 13 or 14 years old. My dad being in the Army so
my mum didn't have much money.

If we discovered the greengrocer had a couple of crates of oranges coming in, we would queue all night.
Not for the oranges as we couldn't afford those, but for the crates. We would take these home to use as
chairs.

We were all living together now. We were at school in Bridgewater - it was an evacuated school from
London. With the cramped conditions in the classroom it's a surprise that we had an education at all. But
there was discipline and the teachers were good. | just loved Maths. In spelling you were given a piece of
chocolate or half an apple if you were one of the last two standing in a test. Being one of nine children |
used my brain and made sure | was one of them.

| took my scholarship exam and passed and was awarded a seat at a London school - a Catholic Secondary
School. | had to go to Clapham College [in 1944] which was evacuated to a Girls School. We shared the
school with the girls 6 days a week. My mum had a few break downs so we spent some time in a children's
home. In between we would gather flowers and fruits in season and sell them around the houses for
money for groceries.

All through our evacuation time in Somerset | was a member of three church choirs, a member of St John's
Ambulance Brigade and the Sea Cadets. | went to dances and there were a number of cinemas - the Rex,
Odeon. They would show two films and cartoons. We hardly missed a show, we’d get in even though we
had no money.

| had some good friends - Rex Courtenay and his sister Hazel, Clive "Bunny" Davies and Len Beak.

At about 13 years old | realised that | needed money to buy things, for example a bike. | had a morning
paper round and for this would get 2s and 6. | worked in a shoe shop straight after school and received 4
shillings a week and then | had an evening paper round as well. | would do all my homework at school
before | left and during breaks as | had nowhere at home to study.

There were a few minor air raids in Somerset. There was one where my mother was living and the bomb
didn't explode but just missed the baby's cot and went straight through the floor. | was very fit since we
had to walk everywhere. | was 15 and a half when | joined the army and stayed in as a regular soldier.

In 1949 my family finally went back to London; the War had robbed me of my life in London.

| went on however to learn and become fluent in EIGHT different languages. | have travelled the world
and trained and qualified as a quantity surveyor.

James Robinson Clapham College 1944

This story was submitted to the “People's War Website” by Lisa Reeves of CSV Action


http://www.bbc.co.uk/ww2peopleswar/user/73/u1490173.shtml

5. Return to Clapham 1947 Colleqe [ooking resplendent




6. et Bistory teacher arribes - Education as we knetw it at Clapham changes 1943

UNIVERSITY OF LONDON

GENERAL SCHOOL EXAMINATION

SCHOOL CERTIFICATE

This is to certify that CECIL ALEXIS POCOCK

born.... 2. July. L2328, .. a pupil at.. Chiawiek. County. Sehool for Bovs .
was awarded the School Certificate of the University of London in Midsummer, 194 3, having
satisfied the Examiners in the Examination as a whole and having attained in the following

nine subjects the standards shown:—

Enzlish Credit
English Literature Very Good
Geography Credit
English Economic History Very Good
Freneh, written Credit
German, written Pass
Elementary lLiathematies Credit
Physies Pass
Elesments of Music Credit

(The highest standard of award in individual subjects is * Very Good.")
Stgned on behalf of the University of London,

_-—'—'_'—.-——-—-t
Secretary for School Examinations.
The Board of Education accept the Examination as reaching the approved standard.

Signed on behalf of the Board of Education,

—

e
Principal Assistant Secretary.




7. 4 “gelection” of the exchange of letters bettveen Br Alphonse and Br Alopsiug

From

The Secretary, Clapham College, London, S.W.4.

September 11lth, 1240

Dear Brother Alphonse,

The enclosed arrived from Alexius this morning and I though it was
meant for me,

The storage of the furniture was completed this morning - it is
all in the Brothers' Refectory. I have writtﬁn to the Borough Treasurer
and asked for a visit from the Council's Assespr.

Incidently it will be impossible to get any of the furniture out
of the storage as it has been professionally packed, actually a work of
art.
I think that you had better pay the £51-3-10 for Rates by return -
I have not given the cheyues which you left to the tradesmen and could
hold them over for awhile which would help vou.

Our nights are more than lively - at ten to two this morning I
thought that the end had come. A very large bomb fell in Eldridge Road -
this building shook and Hollywood just danced - I waited for a crash of
glass but none came. Not a pane on the eatate was even cracked. 3t.
Joseph i3z doing well for us. The mobile A.A. gun parked itseclf just
out in the road last night and the row was just terrific. You will
understand that I am not feeling very energetic at the moment.

Aan.
o

*

——

The Provincial has not turned up as yet.

£ LK
5 &*Pt 10 l?ﬂ-ﬂ. Tuesday Evening

5%

3 § Dear Brother Alphonse,
. ba
R The enclosed arrived this morning.
3 Well, I am still alive, C.C. has not shifted yet but
vz we are having Hell's Bells with the lid off. You and your
E confreres are missing SOMETHING!
£ Father Daly had a bomb just behind hia flat yesterday

. 5 but he and the rest of the folks in the flats escaped unharmed.

I have fixed up a well protected bed downstairs and managed

to get some sleep last night.

The furniture shifting is all but complete in spite of
| - the syrens. The last warning caught me in the bath which
Frop- to say the least was awkward.

I have diacovered that the army has two of our pianos

e and I am having them shifted to-morrow morning.
A et
ﬂ=;?$ Mind that you all pray for the good estate of
o %@\% your caretaker
H‘ -+
i ‘% Yours sincerely

: * A n
These are great letters, please stick with the sequence



8. @Getting to the “root” of the problem - "cigaies”

-

= September 13th, 1940

Dear Brother Alphonse,

First and most important: Have you orderfi" 1b of Players Gold
Leave from K. & T. ifnot, will you please do so at your earliest con-
venience? My nerves must be soothed,

I have been in touch with Mr Davies and he agrees that I can manage
any outstanding points with the R.A.F, here., I have just found the
Administrative Officer most helpful,

In this connection, please let me have by return the receipts for
any Water Rates paid since last August and then I shall be able to get
a Substantial rebate., In the future the R.A.F. will meet all Water
Charges except that for the garden.

I upderstand that they are meeting all their own Electricity and
Gas charges. Owing to the severity of the recent raids the 0.C. has
accepted my offer to allow the men off duty to sleep down in our
basement at night - they will in consequence pa’i the lighting bill for

no. 11.

What has been done with regard to Fire Insurance? I do not mean
fire due to enemy action, that is another matter. Please let me know
whether or not the matter is in order giving me the address of our
Fire Insurance Firm.  The Company should certainly be informed that
the furniture is stored in ohe Y9om.

r'd
féaat night I am please to say that I slept right through the night

in spite of the most infernal din. We had an organ accombniment
on the guns during Mass this morning. 4
As the result of further raids dear old Mrs Mason arrived here at
2-30 this afternoon.
I have opened the basement as an unoffical shelter during the day -
the guns follow the warning so quickly at times that folk do not know
where to run. In spite of it all there is a deal to laugh at.
The Common has received a deal attention from the enemy but fortunately
well away from us. I fully expect to be turned out one of these times
on account of time bombs <~ in which case I am going over to Father
Daly's place and if he is turned out he comes here. There was a
scare here this morning when one of the men reported a suspicious
hole in the grounds but it turned out to be one of Mr Corbridge's
gardening efforts!

Greetings

_—

For clarification the College had been evacuated to East Grinstead. The Clapham boys were safe in Sussex.
Brother Aloysius [BAH] not the bravest of Xaverians was left behind at Clapham to watch over the place

Brother Alphonse was in East Grinstead overseeing the boys, making decisions for the College in Clapham.




9. Sounding “Jfed-Up

L™ Clapham College
““‘i:‘\:gﬁ\%“ P g )
At et : N
“#4\%‘:\“:;\& 11, Nightingale Lane,
o Clapham Common, S W.4

September 16th, 1340

Dear Brother Alphonse,

The enclosed came on Saturday. I have received nothing from you
since the registered letter,

I fear that some of our correspondence disappeared when the local
gsorting office was hit by an air torpedo. Nothing has been seen of
the premises since. _

At the moment we are without gas. The army is cooking in our
kitchen.

Last night was just awfful. The damage around is very extensive.
Yesterday afternoon,no trams,no tube, and many parts no water, what
a life,

Mr Woodroffs Road has been rendered unihabitable, most of the
hougses are down and the rest unsafe. The people escaped unhurt.

I am sheltering him and his family here for the time being.

More and more guns are arriving and you will have a good collection
of cracked windows before it is all over. And we shall have to be
very thankful if the damage stops with cracked windows. The enemy
seems to have taken a thorough dislike to our village.

The second raid sinee breakfast is on at the moment but our guns
are silent so far.

HAVE YOU ORDERED MY TOBACCO?

The nuns next door are having a great time. All the old ladies
insist on Dressing up with hats on ready for immediate departure,
and day and night at that, I gave the nuns some coal yesterday to
help them do a bit of cooking and they have just sent round for more.

The All clear has just gone and it is raining hard - a real Black
Monday.

Corbridge reports that a piece of shrapnel has found its way
through one of the Lab skylights he has gone off to repair the damage
a8 far as posagible.

5 You chaps are missing something. I am keeping some pieces for you,
Well, cheerio and pray for the Clapham Community 4

which is behaving itself very well SPE# ‘;/}
Yours sincerely jv/‘:»’%;;j‘

A s

10



10. diphonse writes again

ClaphamCollege ,
~ 11, Nightingale Lane,
Clapham.Common, SW.4

/5’.”{ Lghko.

’

CIKMWMQAW ,%M.f
[ets b gra G- ploli will wit to fisced. affes
Lolaked wfoly; o D fprobiattly renboyt
’J,«f' qmmmmwuw{d\?
on ta ,;”'th,g"_ ‘7*’:’1‘.‘_'__&7‘&"’7- J teded

tha M nloted ot E..s’a/.:...,

Y

&uGtJrVuM ’ %Kf .J
b e B ovelbied o . 1 wonds : .
- mmﬂw.m{’@au%%

11



11. dlopsius writes

¥ :;“ga““ Clapham College,
22 e . .
“*,;i\'*‘f‘\n“f\k"‘ 11, Nightingale Lane,
\Y
oo™ Clapham Common, SW.4

September 20th, 1940

Dear Brother Alphonse,

Many thanks for yours of the 13th which reached me this morning.

The post is beginning to improve. The telephone is not. I have
tried to get you several times but "Toll" is as dead as mutton.

It is evident that the enemy don't like our village.

No trams or gas since last Sunday but we still have our water supply.

I am posting the local rag which may interest you all - you will
possibly be able to recognise some of the pictures of devastation.
However there is a very great deal which has not been hit.

If you could possibly manage to get a friend with a car to run up
with Brother Dunstan and collect the remainder of the valuable equip-
ment from the Lab it would be a good piece of work. The trouble is
shrapnel which has already made one hole in the glass roof of the Lab.
A similar hole has appear in the roof of the small room where the
chapel stuff is stored. Corbridge has done his best but with the
number of guns now in action this menace will increase.

The last 24 hours has been relatively quiet - Wednesday night was
just hideous. The area around the Plough - between Clapham North
and Clapham Common Stations is a dreadful mess so I am told.

Adkins, Endlesham, Holmewood, Gosberton Roads have also suffered.
Your Odeon Cinema is still standing.

A fewcracked window panes is the extent of our damage so far,

. Father Daly is very much alive and kicking and continues to arrive
punctually every morning. The nuns are not having Mass at present but
send a couple of representatives in here each morning.

It is very difficult to get on with business with the post and phone
functioned so erratically but this is as far as I have got:
WATER; 1 am hoping that the R.A.F. will repay us Fifty three sixteths
of the accounts from Sept. 1939 to Sept 1940 and after that they will
pay 100%.

This matter is held up for the moment until I receive from

the M.W.B. information as to the basis upon which the Garden Rate is
charged., The Administrative Officer here is very helpful and the Bille
ing Clerk Mr Shaw knows his job and we get on very well together.
RATES: Waiting for the Councils next move. A Post Card from them
acknowledging receipt of my letter took SIX days to come from Wandswortk
Town Hall.

ESTIMATES for the L.C.C. Here I am completely in the dark. I am keeping
all the papers which you have given or sent me and take them down to

the funk hole every night in case we get a fire or other bomb around the
premises.

Mrs Mason has had a lively time round her part of the world -

12



12. Beadline - LEC cause surcharge of 5 pence on lefter

“\.c"“:;ﬂ*"‘“‘ Clapham College,
. _j_‘,-\é:‘::»f‘\m 11, Nightingale Lane,
o Clapham Common, SW.4

Septemer 30th 1940
Dear Brother Alphonsus,

The enclosed was handed in to-dgy by Mrs.Brennan
of Balham representing school fees for her boy. She requests a receipt for
this payment and also for the payment she made last term.

I let Brother Aloysius go away last Friday so that
he could get a few nights' rest. Hesshould be returning this evening.

. L]

I can merely describe the goings every night as
"Hell let loose". Last night we made sure our number was up. A stick of
bombs wiped out a large number of shops and houses from Balham Hippodrome
to as far as the George. Last Saturday about seven Houses in Grove Road
near Holdron's were completely destroyed, several people being killed,
On the Friday afternoon considerable damage was done round by the Plough.
There is a time bomb in the monastery garden and another one in the con-
vent grounds.

I hope to leave for Deeping to-morrow and I shall
not be a bit sorry to leave London. I did not get g wink of sleep last
night. I can't say when I shall be coming south again but when I do come
I will bring along the articles you asked for.

Greetings to all,

Yours very sincerely,

vy v

(Provincial).

Please note that I hadito pay a surcharge of 5d on the enclosed letter
from the L.C.C. I'll get it back from iloysius of course.




13. Bombg rain dotwn on Balham

\‘g‘pc;&“ Clapham College,

w‘“‘ﬁ;“fi’"’m 11, Nightingale Lane,

[ ? ‘.'e .
o Clapham Common, SW.4

October lst, 1940

Dear Brother Alphonse,

Thanks for your note of Sept. 26th.

After Thursday night here the Provincial thought that I had better
have a little relief so away to the country I went until yesterday
evening.

I can do nothing about the enclosed - the 1937 Certificates are
in Brother Bernadine's desk which is buried beneath the furniture.

You had better write to the good lady.

I got back here after some difficulty about 25 minutes before
the guns started - at 8-50 a bunch of bombs came down partly on the
Common and partly on the corner of Lessor Avenue where two houses
were reduced to rubble and many others very badly damaged. My heart
has not recovered from the shock yet.

Balham Hill down to Balham Grove has caught it hot - a dreadful
mess.

Last night we lost one pane of glass in the kitchen and the
glass on the lamp over the front door came down - two letters of college

remained whole - "0 L" . The syrens have just gone again - it is
just 8 minutes since the "AlLl Clear ......vieeeevtenncnnnnens That's
me going to the dug out two steps at the time - bombs and guns - I

have just crept out ain.
I am sure that %rovincial was pleased to get away this morning
I hope that he has a g rest to-night.

I shall try to post this to-day but there is a rdmour
that our post office is not working and I am certainly
not going to venture down Balham

Pray for the Clapham Community

Yours sincerely

g

Balham High Street Bombing . ™
- Py . ‘Cjin



14. It ain’t myp fault - blame the Germans

i w\.,’;‘\“o‘ . Clapham College,

W e .. . v ‘i M

A ot P H 11, Nightingale Lane,

“*sl\e ﬂ‘:i‘;‘ \lkb R ‘;9 Vi ] g g , M .
o™ ;}d- Clapham Common, SW.4

"1Uid?d4om.y%4@d?a¢ku.¢al&u¢ Poam
Dear Brother Alphonsus,

Since Saturday things have been getting worse and worse 50 your
remark "Excitement seems to be dying down" unfortunately does not apply.

Most of the happenings ure just dreadful.

Last night was truly awful. _Our share was faytunately insignificant
and took the form of two incgﬁgry’bombs on the paddock. The worse
"incident" was a huge bomb in front of the Picture House near Balham
Station = an 88 Bus is buried in the crater which went right through
to the Tube underneath bursting the water and gas mains - I will leave
the rest to your imagination. They haa to evacuate Clapham South
Station - we had some 30 Men, women, Children, Babiesf‘Cripples huddled
in my Bedroom cum Dining‘mﬂ.a they were gathered in the bombs were
dropping all over the place.

Mrs Mason had a large sized bomb about 15 yards from the house
and escaped with the rest of the household thanks to their shelter.
That was on Sunday evening.

On Saturday at 12-30 p.m. bombs fell betvieen Cautley and Narggn
Avenues at least two families were just wiped out and the injuri luere
terrible. ;

Last night they came over in droves and bombs were raining down
all night. Even this building rocked. I could write lots more but it
is all too tragic,

If you come along on Saturday I shall be pleased to give you
something to eat - as long as I know before hand I shall be only too
happy to feed my brothers. The unex,ectea visitor is a problem under
the present conditions,

I do not recommend sleeping? in Greater London at the moment.

"Wnen these things come to pass, flee to the hills" gng' stay put,

Thanks for the papers re Norbury. In any case in is pracgically
hopless trying to get in contact with anyone in these times. :

The claim for the rebate on the Water Charges has at last "gone
forward" as the say in the R.A.F.

I hear a German Plane so had better retire for a while - you never
know. It seems to have passed on so let me continue.

Miss Ellis is still in the land of the living - beyond the disappear-
ance of most of the glass in the front of the house she has nothing
of which to complain. I managed to get across and see her this morning.

Mr Le Gros Clark and Mr Dallow called this morning to see the
Community and seemed very pleased to find that he was still alive.

I have pieces of the first bombs dropped on the property and I
am sure that you all hope that they will be the last.

Well chgerio I am sorry that I cannot write in a more cheerful
strain but that ain't my fault.

9%“" ‘J°‘ff”$' e Clhyblqgu CLnunMA;JQ

15




15. €xcuge the state of the paper - “again it's the Bombing”

& b & 8 »
Clapham College, #
\t@o\‘i o* " Nightlngale Lane, :
_g,\w""’ e . London S.W.4.

Sunday, Oct%“gntn, 1940 °
®

Dear Brother Alphogqe,

. dJust a brief note to tell what: you eacaped
by not sleeping here laqt night.

At 9-40C a large bombflandeﬁ Just opposite
tec my bedroom on the very edge of the Common-
the earth was piled up to the edge of the rail-
ings on our side of the road. )
By a miracle we all escaped injury and the
material damage to our property is. sgrprlslngly
- small, Yy
One of the %recian Vases on the top parapet
is no longer there and another, onéon of the ©
Gate post came down. The celling of my office
and the room next door look as though they do
not need much more to bring them down. '

Another Boms landed in Alderbrook Road
. and. has rendered many of the houses uninhabitab
_le - here again there were no casualities.
" The back of the Man81ons has lost about 80%
of the window glass. The end of thé classrooms
has two panes missing and a large pane in the
#~Hollywood Conservatory is missing. :
- T was in bed at the time and I was lifted
up about 6 ins. in the alr “the house simply
-« swayed :
A third bomb landea Just on the other gide
of The Avenue among the trees.

In 6he meantime don't forget to
prdy for the Clapham Community

Yours 81rcerely
Kidﬁgﬁ

Your prayers are aakeg'for John Mc¢cSweeney
the lad from the Hostel who died this morning
at 4 z.m. R.I.P.

“The v01ce of: cu]ture*and*prOQress has been
walllng all day.

égjauaa l{A abaiylpofMJ éut'}i; 4&;¢[
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16. Goodbye from the Clapham Community

SRy ~ Clapham College,
ot o™
7‘:“"’%“‘“ v 11, Nightingale Lane,
R $$4\‘ “\.'z";,& W . _
o™ Clapham Common, SW.4

November 9th, 19240

Dear Aloysiug,

We had a further visitation last night,

One dropped in the Mansions' Garden just behind the Lab.

The Lab roof is damage ALL the glass has gone and one of the
walls is cracked. I am afraid that nothing can be done about it.

Appromimately 100 windows have gone in the school and Lab block.

6 windows are missing in the main building.

The other dropped in the garden of Westbury and a number of window
are migssing in Hollywood. So if you have any would be consumptives
you had better send them here for a fresh air cure.

The Nuns have lost nearly all their windows at the back and severa
ceilings.

Westbury is a mess as far as windows are concerned. One lady
was killed there by flying glass.

I shall require a new heart before long.

This is the second visitation this week we had another shower

on Wednesday evening.

I think that it {is about time that I had 10 days' leave from the
trenches

1 forgot to mention that the greenhouse down the garden has lost
a deal of its glass.

In fact it is all best described as a MESS.
However we are all here to tell the tale.
Canon Thompson kindly called this morning to enquire whether I

was safe and sound,
12 were dropped in the vicinity.

I hope to see you soon and let me know when you are coming
in the meantime pray for the Clapham Community

Dear Brother Alphonse,

We had a further visitation last evening.

One dropped in the Mansion Grounds Jjust by the lab. The Lab
roof is a mess and so is the Lab.  About 100 panes of glass have :
disappeared from the School and Lab blocks, and 6 from the main building
Hollywood has lost its share. The once conservatory is very airy and
greenhouse down the garden is h%@liﬁa hothouse, The second bomb '
dropped in the gardea of Weatbury. One lady was killed there .

The whole thing is best described as a mess. However we are
all here to tell the tale., ' !

‘afajjoD weyde|

. 3 of Mrs Mason's friends were-killed last night in the street Z
next to hers. . B =
We had a shower on Wednesday evening too. I understand 2
that 12 were dropped.. : ® s 5 -2
I shall require a new heart if we have much more. S 3
Cheerio, and in the meantime you had better all 3
-

pray hard for the good estate of the Clapham Community:
? 3 )
Aan

oy . -
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17. Evacuation of Clapham College to “sleepy” East Grinstead, Sussex

L

Bart

on St Marys

From rundown bombed and
battered South west London the
Clapham boys were billeted in
beautiful houses in East Grinstead.
Barton St Marys photographs above;
was the hub where the brothers

=== lived with some of the boys. Itis a

o “listed building”. .........more overleaf



18. Barton St Marps is a “Lutpeng” degigned building
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| Lutyens original drawings for Barton St Marys tiagmad
- e =

Wy_ fuss? S|r wm andseer Lutyens is
the greatest British architect of all time, he
built these monuments as well as Barton.
The evacuees link to our WW1 heroes.
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19. BWrian Phite, Clapham Evacuee; 2019 Key Pote Lunch Speaker writes:

Brian Whit - the Key Note speaker at the 2019 Chairman’s Lunch gave some reflections
on his time as an evacuee:- Brian was evacuated from Clapham in 1940 at 11 years old
[he now Lives in Woldingham Surrey], a while ago he visited the memorials at St
Swathe’s Church and East Court, East Grinstead where amongst a long list of those who
died in that terrible bombing of 9th July 1943 was his puppy-love girlfriend, as he put it!

Brian himself might have been on that list too had he not travelled home for the week-
end. Amongst his other recollections was a Junkers 88 being fired at by a British Fighter
plane and losing height. When he arrived at school he was told it had crashed at the
Imberhorne Lane / London Road junction.

He also remembers vividly Messerschmitt’s flying low over the school — they could be
seem at rooftop height and machine-gunned the town. “It was all over before we could
even get to the shelter” he said.

Of the Flying Bombs which arrived later in the War, Brian commented “In the middle of
the night we heard this strange aircraft “put-put” sound, and from the next days
newspapers it appeared that it was one of the first to fall onto London. We then had
the one that was “tipped” by a Spitfire” at about 6am on morning. There was suddenly
this loud bag and rush of air and | saw the bedroom curtains at right angles to the
window, followed by crashing glass!”

It was soon after that that the College was “re-evacuated” — if that’s a word, to Taunton
in Somerset”. Brian finishes with the reflection “its memories such as these that
impress upon us that Remembrance Sunday each year is a time to recall the horror and
tragedy of war and to realise that it should never again be waged unless there is
absolutely no alternative. — Brian White

ﬁt'er the Cinema Bombing the
. College was “re-evacuated” to

T_1
'Bishop Fox School, Somerset.

e School " Tadnlon. o Froal e



20. My Evacuation Tale - Monsignor Canon Cyril Murtagh

"The Evacuation to East Grinstead In August 1939, | was then 13 and on holiday at East
Wittering with my family. Even to me it was obvious that war clouds were gathering, and,
on 2nd September, | went back to London with my elder sister, a teacher, to report to my
Secondary School, Clapham College, in South London, to join the evacuation. Our school
was a Catholic school run by a religious Order, the Xaverian Brothers. The Primary
Schools had been leaving in the previous two days (war having broken out in Poland),
and we were ordered to report at the school on 3rd September.

There we were issued with a brown carrier bag containing two days emergency
rations: if | remember correctly, two tins of corned beef, two of tinned milk, two packets
of dry biscuits, etc. We were then marshalled in the playground and moved off to
Balham station, where we waited for a train. No one knew where we were bound for:
various trains full of evacuees came through, and finally one stopped for us.

We still didn’t know our destination until we decanted at Three Bridges Station. We
gathered in the forecourt where we were told a bus was coming. | don’t think even the
teachers knew any more than us! Then that word went around that England was at war.

The buses arrived and we were taken off, some to Forest Row, but many of us,
including myself, to Paw Hatch Hall, then the residence of the Kindersley family. |
remember my quarters were a room over the laundry building: there were emergency
beds, canvas stretchers on a low support. There some sixty or so of us remained for
about two months. We used the large dining hall to eat and pass the day in - | remember
at first the seniors filled in time with protracted games of Monopoly, while we younger
boys watched from the side-lines.

On Sundays we walked to the Notre Dame Convent at Wych Cross for Mass. My
mother got to see me at Plaw Hatch, thanks to a London neighbour with a car. Gradually
the teachers organised some classes, and a football pitch in the grounds. After two
months or so, we moved into East Grinstead and billeted ourselves around town (those
who had gone to Forest Row were already billeted there). | was very fortunate in being
billeted at the Turners - old Mrs Turner and her unmarried daughter, Miss May Turner.

| stayed there until the end of my school days in June 1944. Mr Turner (then dead)
had been a partner in the estate agents, Turner, Rudge and Turner. Across the road from
“Elmstead” they owned a field, where a pony and a goat lived: Miss Turner was a
devoted supporter of the RSPCA and had “rescued” these neglected animals. At the back
of the house there were quite extensive sheds, where the cattle destined for the market
in Cantaloupe Road, had once been housed overnight.

There was also a grass tennis court, where Miss Turner taught me tennis. She also
taught me to play bridge, and | had to make up a four with her lady friends (quite
terrifying players they were!). It must have been very difficult for Miss Turner (her
mother died not long after our arrival) having to cope with two teen-age boys, but she
was a wonderful sort of foster-mother to me and a life-long friend. Years later, as a
Catholic priest, | was privileged to take part in her funeral in the Parish Church and
allowed to pay a heart-felt tribute to her.

Continued overleaf
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21. My Evacuation -continued - Monsignor Canon Cyril Murtagh

Of course, it was hard living away from home, but we used to go home for the
weekend and school holidays, to enjoy being bombed in London! Bombs, or not, home
was home! As | got older, | and others used to ride home to London on a bicycle (to save
money of course) and, on Monday set off about 7 am to ride back in time for school,
meeting my friends also cycling back for 9 am assembly.

The school got going again in late 1939 by sharing the then County School, though
we operated as a separate entity, taught by our own staff. One of the three stray bombs
ever to fall on the town demolished the Whitehall Cinema. | remember that Cinema full
of people: one of our boys was among those killed, and, after the Requiem Mass in the
Catholic Church, we went over to another of the Order’s schools, Mayfield College,
where he was buried in their cemetery. One story, quite apocryphal, | am sure, was of
an old East Sussex character in the quite strong Sussex accent, saying “In 1939, a lot of
funny old parson fellows came here with a lot of damn boys!”

We used to relish the local life then, though we formed quite a tight community
of our own. East Grinstead was full of troops, with occasional clashes between the
Canadians and he Irish Guards from Hobbs Barracks! We got used to the sight of the
burn’s cases from the Hospital walking around the town, and some of us older boys
helped out at the Hospital. | remember what enormous trust these terribly burnt young
RAF crewmen had in the famous

We saw much of the preparations for D-Day around us: every bit of woodland was
full of ammunition shelters; half the dual carriage way of the Caterham Bypass was
closed and used as a tank park. When, at 18, | came to take my Higher Schools
Certificate, we wrote our exams ready to dive under the desks if one of the flying bombs
that continually went over decided to crash on us! | vividly remember coming back to
Miss Turner’s after the last paper to find a telegram from my mother saying: “Home
damaged: all safe”. | packed a bag at once and took the Green Line to London to take
part in clearing up the appalling mess: that was the end of my East Grinstead days!

The school was very soon re-evacuated to Taunton, but by then | had left.

Monsignor Canon
Cyril Murtagh

Glastonbury
++ RIP 2021 ++

22



22, Empathy.. LEST WE FORGET — Patrick Gooch

The Second World War was a testing time for everyone in Britain. Yet it brought to
the surface the underlying resilience of the people; their stoicism in adversity; a heightened
regard and concern for others; and ingenuity in the manner so many coped with the lack of
food and amenities once taken for granted. For us, the young children, it was one great
adventure. At night you slept in an air-raid shelter. This would be one made of corrugated
iron and half-submerged in the garden, or a box-like, steel structure housed under a dining
table. While adults feared the nightly bombing raids and lay awake until the "all-clear’ rang
out, we slept soundly. In the daytime at school, we ran to a brick-built shelter if enemy
planes were spotted overhead. In the classroom, there were frequent gaps where your
compatriots had sadly perished or been evacuated to safer areas of the countryside.

This was the norm: accepted without question. Others may die, but as a child you were
invulnerable. The landscape regularly changed overnight. After an enemy raid, in the dust-
laden light of morning, rows of houses were no longer standing. Piles of rubble: often just a
bare chimney stack or a flight of stairs left standing. We collected shrapnel. Irregular chunks
of metal, scarcely identifiable as elements of weaponry, were highly prized. The bigger, the
more misshapen, the higher your stock rose with your peers. We made camps in houses that
had been blasted out of existence. We met and played amongst the ruins, where walls were
standing so precariously, that at any moment they might topple over. We travelled on buses
hopefully taking you to your destination. Passengers could not see out the windows, for they
were covered in anti-blast material. Twice my mother took me away from London for the
safety of the provinces. Neither visit was long-lasting, rural life was not to her liking.

We returned after the second foray to find; our house had been obliterated by German
bombs. In fact, the whole street had gone. So, we moved to another part of the city, and the
nightly routine of taking inadequate shelter resumed. | vaguely recall, even to this day, the
flavour of whale meat [an alternative, which only required half the usual number of tokens
from your ration book]. Another taste protein substitute that comes to mind is that of
powdered egg. Exported from America, packed in distinctive brown, wax cartons. Fruit was
rarely available, certainly not imported varieties like oranges, pineapples or bananas. | had
seen these in comics and wondered what they tasted like. My mother, not a kitchen
goddess, boiled some parsnips into submission and added drops of banana essence to the
mush. For pineapples she acquired some swedes and added the requisite essence. It took
many years before | could be persuaded to try the real thing.

In the latter stages of the War, the enemy resorted to dispatching V1 flying bombs.
Fired from launch sites along the French and Dutch coasts, the first arrived over London a
week after the D-Day Landing. The "doodlebug’, or buzz bomb", as they were called, were
designed for the propulsion unit to stop and plummet to earth over the target. It became a
feature of their attack to watch them fly overhead and then run for cover when the rudi-
mentary jet engine cut out. Each week one was only allowed 4 ounces of bacon or ham, and
a pound of meat. The list was quite extensive. (20z of tea, 8 oz of sugar, 2 oz of cheese, 2 oz
of butter. You were only allowed 12 oz of sweets each month). To purchase clothing,
coupons were required; petrol was only available to the necessary services; and coal was
severely restricted for domestic usage. In retrospect, the health of the people showed a
marked improvement. For the limited diet, and the need to walk more often, stimulated

greater well-being. Continued overleaf
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23. Evhacuee Empathy - Patrick Gooch

As a child during the War, without the cares and concerns of adulthood, | would say that
the period, 1939-45, was entertaining, at times highly exciting. However, | would not
want my grandchildren now even my greatgrandchildren, to suffer the experience.

How would you feel What would you take? How would you be expected to be
treated by the family you stayed with? What about news on your family; London being
bombed and your Dad/Brother in the Army fighting? The evacuation of civilians in Britain
during the Second World War was designed to protect people, especially children, from
the risks associated with aerial bombing of cities by moving them to areas thought to be
less at risk. Operation Pied Piper, which began on 1 September 1939, officially relocated
more than 3.5 million people halves were children...by 1940.a lot had moved back...

| had always thought of them as rather lucky, particularly as |, as a baby (and by
most standards a very privileged one), had spent much of the war in my parents' flat in St
Paul's churchyard, at the heart of the blitz, risking annihilation. The evacuees, | assumed,
had escaped from danger and urban squalor to spend the war gambolling gaily across hill
and dale, breathing fresh air and eating the fruits of the land. But, no. That's not how
James Roffey, the founder of the Evacuees Reunion Association, which organised the St
Paul's event, sees it. The purpose of the service, he said, was to help people understand
the truth about the trauma of evacuation. "It's giving us, at long last, recognition," he
said. "We never received any certificates or medals — | don't think we expected them —
but for years the whole evacuation story has been surrounded by myths. If somebody
said to any parent today, 'We're going to evacuate your children; we can't tell you where
they're going, we can't tell you who they'll be living with and we don't know when they!'ll
be coming home again,' how many people would say yes to that?" Well, | would have
thought that many people would still say yes to that if the sky was raining bombs and
their children's safety was their foremost concern. But that said, it is clear from the
first-hand accounts published in the media this week that for many children evacuation
meant misery and desperate homesickness. And this was often because the British were
not always suffused with the warm feelings of national solidarity and goodwill towards
each other that are supposed to have characterised the Dunkirk spirit. Snobbery,
selfishness, and bloodymindedness were not, alas, completely extinguished by the Nazi
threat. recalled the "punch-ups" with local children "who did not want us there at all".
Many country people believed that urban children were dirty, lice-ridden and badly
behaved, he added. But the worst thing was not knowing how long he was going to be
away from home. "It was bewildering and very disturbing," he said. "The fear was that
we were never going to go home. A lot of people had a very dark and troubled time."
rich widow and her servants. "She refused to come to the door, and the maid who
answered, a sour woman dressed in a black-and-white uniform, made it clear that they
wanted nothing to do with scruffy urchins from the East End," he said. "The result was
that we were kept locked in our bedroom when not at school. We never got any cooked
meals. When we complained we were hungry, we were told to consider ourselves lucky —
there was a war on." Though his letters home were censored, Matthews managed to
smuggle one out to his mother, appealing to her to rescue him. A few days later she
turned up and took him away. How far do you think you would have to be evacuated
form the city if you had to be moved away from bombing? 10 miles 20 miles or more?

What would you take with you if you had to leave home for 4 or 5 years? We just obeyed.
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24. Xabverian Brothers who protected the bops and the Xaberian ethic during Evacuation

Alexius Thomas McEntee 1939 to 1943
Aloysius John Clarkson 1939 to 1950
Alphonsus | James Duffy 1946 to 1949
Bede John Howard 1942 to 1944
Bernard Thomas Mulroy 1944 to 1965
Bernardine |John Barry 1897 to 1940
Chrysostom | John Daly 1939 to 1943
David Robert Watmough 1945 to 1953
Dominic John Troy 1940 to 1948
Dunstan James Hill 1914 to 1970
Henry Paul Francis Hatherly 1945 to 1947
Joseph C Booth 1947 to 1954
Matthias William Corbridge 1943
Mattihas Peter Atherton 1920 to 1940
Nathanael |John L. Twombly 1946-1947
Nicholas Edward Tarbet 1939 to 1945
Paul Pamphyle Inaghebeur 1897 to 1940
Pius Francis McKeown 1931 to 1942
Raymond Wilfred Rochford [1940]
Vincent J. Hemblade 1939 to 1946
Wilfred Richard Bashall 1939 - 1944
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25. The Brothers of World War IH - one-liners on their chavacter

Alexius Local Superior Clapham during WW?2 and East Grinstead

Aloysius Superior / Head / French “Held the fort” at Clapham College during the Blitz...

Alphonsus Superior [Classics] from Lanark, retired to Bradley House, Mayfield

Bede Novice Master Taught at East Grinstead

Bernard Housekeeper/Refectorian Discreet and circumspect, observing the greatest silence on all affairs
Bernardine Headmaster Local Superior at Clapham / Headmaster

Chrysostom | Sacristan, Refectorian East Grinstead and Clapham twice - died at the College in 1970

David Admin/Sec. to Br Joseph Joined Brother Joseph Booth on climbing holidays [students] Lake District
Dominic left Brothers - dispensed East Grinstead with evacuees 1943 to 45 / CC again 1945 to 47
Dunstan Chemistry Death saved Dunstan from the end he dreaded - a nursing home.
Henry Boarded - Physics Studied for his BSc - stayed at the College

Joseph Headteacher [and French] | Lightning Strike [Africa] - died on St Francis Xavier's Feast Day

Matthias Student then teacher left Clapham in 1943 to become Superior Mayfield

Matthias Superior In retirement he oversaw Bradley Hall at Mayfield College

Nathanael Clapham War - Mayfield USA Brother taught year Clapham - made great impression on the boys
Nicholas Head East Grinstead Married

Paul Cook WW?2 at Clapham [born Merken, Belgium] -

Pius Music & Sport left to join Manchester - evacuated in Blackpool

Raymond Boarded taught History Worked at all the English schools and was in Rome

Vincent Head East Grinstead Dispensed - married

Wilfred Admin East Grinstead and Foxhunt [Superior] Novice Master/Provincial Secretary.

OBITUARY

It is with the deepest regret that we hav
deaths of: ’ | ® 10 recorg the
BroTHER WILFRED, C.F.X. He was borm at

January, 1872, and took his vows in December, 189 Preston 4,

L He wag
At Varigy
at Claphap,
and agaip

well-known to numerous Old Boys, having serveq

times at every Xaverian College in England. He wag

from 1926-30 (being Brother Superior from 1928-30)

from 1936-44, including the East Grinstead era. Brother Wilfreg

first became ill in July, 1948; later, an attack of pneumop,

gave rise to further complicatioil/[s andléle died on the 11th Novem.
' t Mavfield.
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26. Peter Relleher 1920-2016 [Clapham College 1931 -36 Charterhouse]

Peter Kelleher

| Highfield Road

Sutton

Surrey

SMI1 4JY 020 8642 1426 17 th June 2014

Dear Scotty

Thank you for your letter of the 10" June. I am now 94 years of age and |
think I could qualify as an “older” old boy.
My life, like many others of my generation , has been long and no doubt you will be
inundated with many accounts of the Second World War activities. In my case of
course | was involved but I shall endeavour not to labour you with too much of that.

You may be interested to know that in the middle thirties some of the boys whilst still
absorbing the pearls of wisdom emanating from the College formed a most interesting
and enjoyable cvcling group of about four enthusiastic lads. Most of them have,sadly,
passed on, but there are two of us still a

round. One is John Gleeson ,nearly 96 and my Charterhouse prefect with whom 1 still
keep in touch with and myself. We are members of the Worcester Park and
Wimbledon Council of the Knights of St. Columba and keep up with matiers medical
and historic

The other members of our little group were Pat McGee and Pierre Regnault.were greal
pals and explored the Surrey Hills and glorious Sussex at weekends.

We were in due course all called up. Pat went into the RAF, John was already in the
Territorials, whilst Reg (Pierre) and I opted for the Navy Reg and [ were so keen to
join up that we volunteered in November ‘39 as we were a little bored with Banking.
We presented ourselves with gusto but were politely told to await our turn when we
would both be sailors in about six months. The prediction was correct and we were all
in in June 1940, Reg served a long time on the cruiser HMS Mauritius whilst | found
myself attached to Atlantic Convoy work as a telegraphist based in Liverpool.l was
part of the communications staff for the Commodores of Convoys. We had the joice
of some very comfortable merchant ships plying to Canada,USA and Gibraltar and i
was a good job provided you managed to avoid the U-boats. After two and half years
on Atlantic work 1 was commissioned and did a spell in Freetown on a shore based
job.Eventually | was transferred to a naval party taking over the port of Hamburg.

b -

Peter m&
Catholic " _ -
Family man
Soldier
Hero

Xaverian




27. Dr Michael Nicholls [Clapham College 1943-1950 Charterhouse]
Michael William Newbery Michaolls.

Bambed out from 5E |1 London, some months

after the docks were set alight. | joined the only London school

in E.Grinstead in 1943 (or was it 1942) from the lttle boarding school
over the road where we were sent when we had nowhere to live in
London.

Charlie Lawrence was in Lower 3 at about the same time as VWeinstein
and Skade. (my brother Dawd, also joined a term after me) . Br Nicholas
was head, Alyuscius [Tspelling], Dunstan (I think), Damian, Alphonsus{or
doggie) were the main stafl. VWe shared rooms with the County School
and their playing fields in which were bofors guns, air raid shelters and a
mounting block for elderly brothers to get on their bicycles.

Todd, Beaman and Day (jumbo) (where are they now!) and | used o
walk down the lane towards Baldwins Hill and hide in the ditch (not the
air raid shelter!) 1o watch the Bofors gun in the playing fields firng at
Heinkels and Me | 10 fighter bombers as they came over the field -which
s where we were one fateful afterncon when the bomb dropped on the
Whitohall cinema killing Currie. T.B, and D were also then in

Lower 3 | think but might have been higher. Moynihan was head boy |
seemn to recall. Br Nicholas later married his sister and went to teach in
the west country.

As we ved at “home” we did not go back 1o London at week-ends as so
many did taking treasures with them ie: unexploded cannon shells,
shrapnel etc, The cannon shells were hidden under scarves to avold the
palice search at the station. One boy (! Sipple) blew his fingers off hitting
a carmon shell with a hammer in the third class carriage on his way to
London for a weekend.

In 1944 when the ¥ |'s started falling arcund the town of E.Grinstead-
we were all evacuated again to Taunton for 9 months by rail where we
shared schools again.

Albemarie Baptist chapel hall in the morning,  (still there and virtally
unchanged) and in the afterncons Bishop Fox's girls school up the
Kingston road above our billet and Clifiord avenue. My brother and |
were greeted after the day’s journey standing in a train corridor with the
words “| was expecting 2 girls as evacuees!” But we stayed.
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28. Pupil Pick Lynch & Teacher Ernie Pright

Nigel [Nick] Lynch
Clapham College
1937 to 1947
Captain of Charterhouse

From Nigel Lynch.

Dear Michael,

!

in

Both the "Clapper” issue 2 and the Somerset report came through my front door att
time. The report reminded me that in the first week of September this year the new
Fox's Schoof was opened exactly 50 years after the tribes of Clapham College. tn
Brothers and other teachers descended on the then Bishop Fox's Girls® School in
surprising that the school lasted 50 years after such an experience.
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To recap. Clapham College was evacuated to East Grinstead in Sussex i_n 1939 until the
“doodle-bugs™ came over in force in 1944. The College and staff were shipped off to Tau__nt:r"
for the next year, were separately billeted out and used the spare classrooms of the girls

school fo lessons.

| was at Clapham from 1939 to 1947 and | retired down here six years ago but have no spare
time! | am fully involved in the Parish of St. Mary of Glastonbury where | run and print the
Parish Magazine, count the monies, act as reserve server if required and also Special
Minister. It is interesting to note that in Clapham College there were four houses of which
Glastonbury was one although | was in Charterhouse.

Best wishes to you and the Association,
God Bless,

Nigel Lynch.

Ernie Wright, who has recently retired after 27 years of teaching

Chemistry and Biology at the College. After the meal fifty-one Old Boys (how
did that happen?) joined the Chairman, John Keenan, in proposing a toast to
Ernie, who in reply, recounted one or two of his more amusing moments at
Clapham.

He remembered teaching R.l. but couldn't keep control, so sang hymns most
of the time; he remembered teaching Chemistry to a German boy before the
War who was so grateful that he joined the Luftwaffe and was shot down
over Battersea trying to bomb the College.

He also remembered far more Brothers on the Staff than ever taught at
Clapham s — e

R S —— g o

Am | too young to remember the
five shilling note? | obviously used
the old green One Pound Note. But
Five Shillings? Worth what today??
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29. Richard Clare RAFf craghed on 27th Fanuary 1943

Richard Clare [at the College 1924-1930] lived in Grandison Road about half a mile from
the College. He was born in 1914 to parents Frank and Margaret. Richard started at Clap-
ham College 1924, he left in the 5th Year and went off to the world of work. His family
moved to Worcester Park after Richard left Clapham. At the outbreak of the Second World
War Richard enlisted at RAF Uxbridge. He gained his “pilot wings”, was promoted to
Sergeant he joined 105 squadron [a strike bomber unit ]. In 1941 Richard was detached to
Malta carrying out attacks on shipping in the Mediterranean Sea.

He later moved RAF Horsham St Faith near Norwich and began flying the new De
Haviland Mosquito. In July 1942, Richard and No.105 Squadron raided the submarine
yards at Flensburg, near the German / Denmark border successfully bombing the
submarine slipways....totally destroying them.

He was now flying an aircraft made for precision bombing and in September 1942 he was
part of the attack against the Gestapo Headquarters in Oslo, destroying records on the
Norwegian resistance fighters held there.

He was involved in the first daylight raids on Berlin. But such raids left Richard and his
fellow pilots open to enemy anti-aircraft gunfire. On the 27th January 1943 his
mosquito squadron carried out a raid on the Burmeister Wain Diesel plant - Richard’s
starboard engine was hit by Ack-Ack fire and it failed, he was limping back to his base in
Norfolk, that summer’s evening, when his plane hit a barrage balloon, there to
protect the aerodrome, he clipped a tree, before the mosquito crashed and caught fire.

Both Richard and his co-pilot Flight Officer Edward Doyle died instantly — they were
the only casualties of the eight mosquitos who carried out the raid. In the aftermath of
the raid people in Copenhagen wore RAF blue as a mark of sympathy for a distant ally. The
raid on Burmeister Wain was seen as strategic target, Winston Churchill himself
sanctioned the raid on Copenhagen. Richard Clare died aged of 29. Buried at Mahram
Cemetery, Swaffham Norfolk - His gravestone reads —

GREATER LOVE THAN THIS NO MAN HATH,
THAN TO LAY DOWN HIS LIFE FOR HIS FRIEND

Richard’s life ended by an RAF
Barrage Balloon located to protect him.




30. This really gives a feeling of life in the Blits by a Clapham College bop - but which one!

BULLS EVE

My Fmaly moved imto LRI afler being bombed oot tavice in tle Borough, then
menving inta a third hoase, from which iy Mum emtered Leswasham Hlospital to
deliver me

Chir bause was a repaired bomb damaged howse, dusrang & might raid im 1941 a

srradidle had killed an of T duly AFS fireman at 200, taken aut 200,205, |84 the
whole of the next hlock, 50 Welbeck and two hacking hbocks in Wigmaore: every

romm in my honse has differemt size dooe=, as | found ool i Bter yeam when |
panelbad ke,

We hed an Andersos shelter in our garden; a replica of which has beep built up

a [ fard Toaperinl War fMusesm sogether with a prefab folly kitted mst with
ulility fumiture: ours had teo bunks, lable @ chairs, & loaler bucket; foed aiml
cockery wouhl be taken down, when a raid was imminepd, althoagh a muomber of
cups andd plaies were lefl there [or emergencies

Ada bitle bay, my moemorsed of the lacier pan of the war are hazy, bul | always
reimembser mexl door's dog Dinker, wiso would sense a raid hefore the siren werd,
hig hesd would go up with a leowl aesed e would be first dowen 1E2's shelter: if |
wid in e garden | weould warm my BMuam ardd amy one else at home. | was (ohl
by my Bum thml daring one nigh# raid thal we were inour gheltern, e blast Do
a V1 1kl lareled over the back ol our hoosse Blew e oail of iy Bk anio e
corgrete Moor af the ghelier. Mex mormang, | was iaken out 1o 54.Heliers with

a susperciad beoken nose, in fact i this day, my leff nosinl does nol work o Hhe
same capacity as my righl, which condatron precluded me fom beisg a RAF
pibal in latter years.

A [ber the war ended, recorsinscdion started ineamess: the green at the junction of
the L.ane and Welheck became a buikding sile to replace the nemby homes: for a
comnsideralion one coubd acquire materials o improse ones council house

Py fmher dissnantled our sheleer, knocksd out 1he concrete base and simrommd aned
used the sleel sheets ko create a coal bunker using off-cul foof heains fram ihe
hmrilding skie and thus use the conl cupheard an the kitchen for other wses. The
frames of the bunk beds were made imlo a framed shed, renforced aqaik

off-cml floorboards and covered with felt: fhis lasted undil 1950 when | rehuslt
hoth banker and shed mio one super shexd

Clur Tanwily im theae carly years, wis my Man, my Moem's brotler home from the
war, my parents and me. My BNamn had the front bedroom., my parenis the back

and my uncle and [ shared the small bedroom which had the comer boxed in
over the sdfmirs.

LT
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31. Annamed BELITZ account

PAGE TH

The twa reoims dooanstairs bhad a deoble dividing doors to separate the rooms
A4 NECEIEIy, I'III'Il:Iu|,:h al tunes ome doubled as a bedroom weith relalzves in
drgnsid. The back room had what was known as an Amencan Cooker Range -
am early Ags - which supplemented the cooking facalilees in the kitchen, which
had a stane sink on pillars, a gas copper lor washing lrom which hot waler
comld be transferred wp o the haih room by a Toer of hydraaslic sucison; m
greal change from baths m fromd of the fire.

Ihe flals were years away, opposite whil was known as the Tudor parmde;
which comessted af the [kah sl chap shop. which also sokl wet fish, Tudor pos
office ard newssgenia, Smallbones the procers, Fosters the ofT licence; 1 alse
remember a doctor's surgery pver Smallhones and Diolly from the off eence
used 1o clean the surgery; that lamd was allodments with trees facing the parnde
of ghopa, AN the side of 150 was 2 barmack type hat which dowbled a5 a clinic
anil a library: & stall menber of that Isbrary 15 st around.

The bus service was our gooud old 157, whisch ran from Wallingion o Ravies
Park: most of the services were from Wndhe Green to Morden, while the
wailing fime 9 jusi ag iodey - the buses were pre-war boill with wooden
sEaks.

Ralbommg was in fores; we boughtl our nesat From the bulchers where we were
registered down the mext pamade of shops, which was rext door to Thorpes the
grecigrocens, whach is now Goldmgs. The parade also incleded: frons the
doscsar's surgery (D Wilimhues): a =phil shop of a hairdressers amd barbers;
Ben's the shoe repairers; the bakers, a comer grocery shop; Chammy's the
newsagenis; haberdashery which s mow Beigie; Mickis's the Chemisis;

#mil Percy's Hardware store where | bought the frst item o my dool kil - 4
serewdrives ar 106, We were regmlersd with Smallbomes for our groceries but
when the war ended we iransterred io the RACS at Marden swhere the present
duy Safewayve s, Hall pounds of bulter were marked ofT in I ounce seclions for
rabinm portions; fes and sugar was o8 ome coninter; hacan al ancther; olber thimps
were on offer if you were hucky in be there ni the righl tirme. The Sicee gradunlly
cpened oiher departments as goods became available - furmalare, clothes et

My Man had been a Co-ap customer snce her Borough days and we had 1o
collect the metsl dividend clecks om each vigi i gave sl change at the

dividend desk =0 that we could henefit froam the yearly dividend whicly wis
usually paic out jast hefore Chrisinas. The RACS also had 8 form of tally
which o abtasned vouchers to buy goods, then you pand off a weekly sam

tochear the debd. \WHEN | DISCOVER THE AUTHOR - THIS WILL BE ATTRIBUTED
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32. Ylad writes his story for the PRESS - n

0 OT Concordia

Those Were The Days... A Junkers to London

Mer Vladimir Felzmann

( Elatgheans Dlat Bay)

Once the victory celebrations were over, my father

Dr A Felzmann - the ‘A’ signified a name which was perfectly
fine when he was born in 1909, in what was then a part of
the Austro-Hungarian Empire, but which had become
somewhat of an embarrassment by 1945! - flew to London
in November '45.

In London, Dr Adolf Felzmann became the First Secretary at
the Czechoslovak Embassy — in those days situated at the north
end of Grosvenor Place - from the windows of which we
could admire the victory parade on B June 1946, as it came
from Marble Arch down to The Mall to Hyde Park Comer.

We — my mather, my two sisters and our recently born brother
John - flew to London on 2 April 1946,

The London plane that day was a Junkers 52: a three-engine
machine with its unusual, corrugated-duralumin, metal skin —
just like the one in the Clint Eastwood and Richard Burton film
Where Eagles Dare,

Facing forward, there were rows of seats on the right-hand
side, with a corridor on the left, One of the windows on the
left had a sliding hatch. Being almost seven, | wanted to test
out our speed’s wind-pressure, which 1 did. Well, that is until
the co-pilot came down and told my mother to order me to
pull my arm back in, as the extra drag was veering the plane
off-course!

Posting letters from a Junkers 52

So, to pass the time on the flight, Jarmila — my older sister -
and | wrote bad words on sheets of paper which we folded
and posted out through that window. Crech words like
*knickers' and ‘bum’ were bound to offend and hurt those
nasty Mazis a few hundred feet below. That's how low we
flew! No need for cabin pressurisation.

Our first stop was Frankfurt. The shattered-building skyline, the
steel-plank runway, as well as the spearmint chewing gum
given to me by a USAF G, gave me my first and, for many
long years, only contact with German soil.

Then on to Brussels. As we were approaching to land we
could see a plane, with a dislocated wing, at the end of the
runway. We were told that the previous day, as this plane
was about to take off for London, the wing had fallen off.
Luckily no ane was seriously hurt. But the passengers had to
get to London and fast. Naturally, they all climbed aboard
our plane — with their luggage. All the seats had been taken
in Prague. But in those days ‘health and safety’ had not yet
heen invented, so that was no problem.

Seeing people’s faces

The new passengers stood in the corridor, as | was soon to
see people on the underground doing, but helding on to our
seats and the ribs supporting the corrugated fuselage. Being
thus rather overloaded, we skimmed a few, very few,
hundred feet over the white cliffs of Dover. We could easily
see the faces of people waving at us. Excited, all too soon,
we landed at Croydon: London’s civilian Airport.

Then by an embassy car on to Putney where we initiallv
stayed as paying guests in a house on Lytton Grove. Soon,
very soon, we moved to Gwendolyn Avenue and the parish
of St Simon Stock, where, within a vear, and instructed by
Fr Tanner, | received my First Holy Communion.

On my arrival in England, the only English | had was: ‘I love
to go to sleep to cinema.’ Being — as was made very clear as
soon as | went to school - a BF (‘bloody foreigner’), I was
motivated to learn my new homeland's language = fast! This
was so | could blend in rapidly into London's cultural
scenery, That | did. To prove it, | am still here and with no
broken bones, writing in English.

As the song goes, ‘Things ain't what they used to be.’
Mavybe, just as well. But it was fun.

Mgr Viadimir Felzmann is the Diocesan Chaplain for Sport
and is the Chief Executive of the John Faul Il Foundation for
Sport (jp2fds).
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33.Peter Steer - wartime experiences

Wartime experiences When the war began, | was 6 and my wife
was 5 and just before it kicked off the first things that happened
were people had shelters dug in the middle of their gardens and
these were made of corrugated iron in a U shape and sunk into the
ground at about 4 feet and covered over with the soil from the
original hole and 6 adults could take shelter in one of them during
an air raid.

The next thing that happened was officials came round and issued
everyone with Identity cards and this was followed by more
officials issuing everyone with gas masks made of rubber & metal
with Perspex screens and we carried them around with us in
cylindrical metal cases hung over our shoulders for the whole war.

When the air raids started in 1940, they were mainly in the daytime and unfortunately the
weather was sunny with lovely blue skies. just right for the German bombers but |
borrowed LT Aldersons binoculars to watch the dog fights over London in which the
Spitfires and Hurricanes knocked hell out of the German aircraft and | saw many of them
shot down in this phase. life could be risky | out shopping as the Germans sometimes were
able to machine gun high streets and peoples back gardens and on one occasion when our
shelter was being enlarged to take our family and our four neighbours | was picked up by
the workman and we dived into the shelter in on such an occasion as the gardens were
fired upon. The R.A.F were so successful that the German Largely stopped daylight raids
and started night-time bombing. On one occasion my wife had just returned from school
when the school had a direct hit, and the cleaners were killed. After this happened most
children did not go to school for many months. when the night-time bombing commenced,
we had moved to a new house as our lovely flat had lost all windows and ceilings and
internal walls were wobbling.

Our new house did not have a shelter so we all got into the coal cellar under the stairs and
on occasion we had the three sisters and the son of one of them in this tiny space so there
were 10 of us underneath the stairs. As we all did, we went to bed but had to get up when
the wailing sirens went off in the middle of the night and my wife would go down to her
grandmother’s underground coal cellars for their shelter. Many children of course were
evacuated to the countryside without their families. The German raids at night were
eventually stopped as we developed a night fighter to shoot them down at night. We also
had another weapon of defence in the form of enormous barrage balloons flown at
different heights to disrupt the Germans flight path. My family eventually had to go into a
park shelter as in became too dangerous to stay in the house but unfortunately for us the
shelter suffered a direct hit with my father crawling through a small tunnel with water and
blankets for the injured and after this my father decided. that every night we would have
to go to Piccadilly tube station and sleep on the platform when the trains stopped running.
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34.Peter Steer’s story continted

| forgot that while we were in our coal cellars, we had to put up with a mobile gun which
would fire from the railway at the bottom of our garden and the whole house appeared
to jump into the air. Of course, we all had ration books during the war with meat butter
eggs margarine sweets and clothes all rationed along with many other items and on occa-
sion in the period when the hens were laying you could go weeks without an egg and
then get six allocations all at once. Fruit was another thing that was difficult to get hold of
and bananas were not available at all.

Towards the end of the war the Germans started using a V1 flying bomb which had a
rocket motor and some small wings to help it fly and its engine would suddenly stop, and
the bomb would fall to the ground and explode, this form of attack was launched from a
mobile ramp over in France, but we stopped this form of attack by bombing the launch
pads and using RAF planes to tip them over into the fields of Kent. The next weapon used
was a V2 which was a rocket launched from Germany and came without warning and
could do substantial damage. One landed in South London where my father worked and
threw a railway line half a mile and the blast dented my father’s cigarette case in his coat.
in the last year or so of the war we all went back to school and despite all the odd we did
the eleven plus exams and we both went to grammar schools, but my school was in
Taunton, so | was evacuated with my friends and we all took a 5-hour train journey from
Paddington for what is a just over an hour now. We were met at the station and allocated
to families and my friend Pat and | went to stay in a large house with two families which
had previously had servants and | believe our room was the servants’ quarters.

We had many adventures in the countryside as none of us had this opportunity before in
our lives like being chased by a bull and fishing for roach in the river Tone. | should say
that my wife's experience of shelters was to sleep under Mann Crossman Brewery cellar
on beer crates with a mattress on top which was not exactly comfortable. When the war
ended there were enormous celebrations and | remember being out in the street at 4am
in the morning and we all went to street parties and on a subsequent occasion. my father
took the whole family to Buckingham Palace to see the King and Queen and the two
Princesses and Winston Churchill

Later in the month we all went to Westminster to see a fabulous firework displays with all
boats and bridges including temporary bridges lit up in a way that seemed forever.
Obviously, our wartime experiences were much greater that this, but | hope this gives an
impression of what it felt like during the war.

Peter Steer Clapham College 1944
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35. Bombs which fell around the College and PNorbury WP 2

Map showing where Bombs dropped around Clapham College by the Luftwaffe in the Blitz 1940 to 1941,

N

WA

It was fortunate that the College was evacuated during the Blitz, a5 bambs fell all over South London as well as the City and
the Docks. As you can see one fell on the Common, opposite the Schoal, another fell en Balham Hill opposite the Odeon,
another fell where Majestic Wines is today [he old Odeon site]. One fell on Alderbrook Rd to the West of the College and
two hit the College Grounds roughly where Brother Dunstan's Greenhouses were, at the entrance to the Paddock. it would
seem that the decision, by the Government, to evacuate the school out of London was indeed a wise one. You can go onto
the “Bomb Site” Web Page, on the Internet ,to view an interactive map of where the bombs fell, both stunning & frightening..
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36. Ffrancis Curie & hig friend Bernard Fincham RIP

On 9 July 1943, a lone German bomber pilot, separated from his squadron, was flying low
over the town when he discharged his bomb-load. Many of the victims were children,
watching a matinee performance of Hopalong Cassidy at the Whitehall Cinema in London
Road. It actually dropped among the cheaper seats, which were mainly occupied by
women and children.

Amongst the dead was a 16 year old Clapham College boy, Francis Currie [Charterhouse].
Francis was in the 4th Year and was buried in the cemetery at the Xaverian College,
Mayfield, alongside the Brothers who used to teach him. Witnesses said that after dis-
charging the bombs, the pilot turned back and sent machine-gun fire along the street and
approach to the railway station, adding to the toll of dead and injured comrades.

The Bomber had spotted a convoy of Army trucks travelling along the High Street and
dropped eight bombs, causing the largest single wartime loss of life in Sussex. The bombs
that fell on East Grinstead that day, killed 108 people and seriously injured 235 more.

ﬂVho would have \

thought as Bernard

and his friend Francis
were walking to the
Cinema that July day
that one would never
go home again and
that the other would
be able to tell the

Qory 77 years later. J

Bernard Fincham [CC 1935 to 1940] Alpha class, sent me the above account 6 years ago.
Bernard often cycled home from East Grinstead. He cycled the 25 miles to Wandsworth
and back at weekends to visit his father; his mother and sister had been evacuated to
Seaford on the coast and his father was living alone in London. Bernard passed his
matriculation, billeted in Sussex; where now he had been joined by a Sergeant from the
Guards, who what been lucky enough to be evacuated from Dunkirk 1940.

Bernard returned to Wandsworth and joined Lloyd’s Bank in the High Street. He was
“called up” and joined the Lothian Border Yeomanry and served all over Europe as a
wireless operator in tanks. He was involved in the Allied Crossing of the Rhine into
Germany in 1945 After the War Bernard returned home and was married, retired to
Beckenham, he passed away in 2020. ++ RIP Bernard ++
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37. Whe Whitehall Theatre Bombing Julp 1943

The W hitehall Palace Theatre Bombing— 1943 | 5=
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38. Letter to the parents from the Head whilst the College was in Taunton 1945

OLAFHAN COLLEGE
at BISHOP FOX'S SCHOOL,
ML UNTON, :

Toe tho Papenta, L

Tho Eaastor holiday boeglne on Wednepday,
Harcgh Z28th.,and lasts for onu wook.

Leapons for all tho pupils will beglin
on Thursday ,iprll Sth.at 925 a.m.

#ll 4:1'151 4z wlll attond at the Olshop
Fox'a Schonl.

Thera will not be any classaa noxt Term
At Cloanham College In London.

Boye who have to be ro=billetod wlll be
notified by the 3llluting Offiecr whon thej
mast roturne.

™a paronts aro gfarnestly raquoasted to
malke surc tholr sone roturn to Taunton in time
for leesocms on aprll HtheThe bllleting problom
e ia very Alffioult =nd wap wrde more camplleated S
gstlll aftur the Chrliatmas hollday by tho
paranta! fallure to send the boys Gack on the
day appolinted.Pallurac to ecomply with school
disclpllinge and arrangzements results in loss of
blllots,lons of sechooling and unhoeuasory
added burdens to Bllleting and achool suthoritles.

The resoan for thiasa ashort hollday 18 two-
fold.First,1t onsures the ninlmun loss of bllleta
alnee one 'l.ln:ml-: "a sbaones frem a billet doss not
nocesaltate tho withdrawal of thoe billeting
form with,oftoen,n consesquont loas af billot,
Secondly,if the war in Buropr should turminata
within tho noxt month,the schoel wonld roturn
to London Aamd we then would be eompolled to
grant o fortnight'a helidoy so that we might
prapars the Oollege in London for complate
gachool worl.In view of the Juna Publie Exnnnm.
rd of the lopa of thlia fortnight 1t hna bocn
doemad adylasble to onsure oa mmoh Bchoollng

g EEH‘IH]H igmadlatedsr,. .

LI look to the perants to co-operate to
the full in theso arranzonoends for what wo hopo
will bc tho last Torm we spund in a recaptlon
ATrai e

Tho Headmagtor.
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39. Tetter from the Chairman of the Gld Xaberians to Cernuschi [there twere three brothers. . .|

COXA Post War Correspondence
The Wlaphem ALY

E. &, KACHEL. a5.a8a8, I % T
13d, e prwroce Bean
e TR R
EwniL. Sumsny

Tel. EWELL BBEY

Bdth Apcll 1544,

EBoar Carmwschia

Epny thariks for yaur Lebttar which I
ropaived p for wosknl sgs. TR ®oa vary pood of you to write
to me and I &n alwaya delighted to recedwe letisrs from Dld
poye and sapocimlly Frem thasn atill aarving overdsans. j
Farturmbaly tha nusbae of the latior de decresasing as EBhs
demobillioation in helping &0 nwall tha rankes of the olvilians
guite s lot- I kope that you too will soon be back in the
ald poontry mnd than we shall have = ¢hancs of sosdng you et
pur gatharings.

B you wWL11l havo motlosd wo Rodd
guite an anblticus programas this sascscn and gonerslly
ppeaking thin has besn sucassafal. Unfortarately we fodand.
khal kot gulte oo maony O1d Boye wers Avallablse aa we had
hoped ond no wo have put the Yietory Mmmar off uniil
Novester, This will give a greatsr mmber & chanca ta
il barsd, o you alsg,. Ths Rollege la Eseping an very
buasy wil plane for & §ig gardsn party in ald off the
_E-gin:{d.in.!; Furid. The lattsr hae pov reached about EGED But that
1a & wery 1 way off the target. Brother Richolas han had
to go ta hum“]. for an opareation and at present ke 1n rathek
poarly . Thers 1a no danger bat 1t ¥ill bé some tlse bafors
hig i@ it and wall agein.

fim yoikr guary regarding the anmuml
Subpoription. Thia is §/= par anmun and covera thia year to
B0th peptesber. The Jurrent sub for 104648 is now overdus
and I ahould be most grateful if you could arrange S¢ let me
have yours at your coRvendonos. I notios thal you have not
paid n pubpeription in any year md far bot I aseams that this

Le dus to your abesmnos il thé Porons. Puring tha wap ¥ 5

we have ot insioted on paFmant i aye
ry chae but mos
We hive to oafter on pescs tlsma linon wo find that it I.:I“'t

diffiqult to saks ths bhdget balanos. Angihar mathad of

mt 18 bf paying thres guincas which makes you n ]11fe-

Vell 1 hops that poau ars kospi #ell and
Living off the fatl of the land. Flenps 04 .5,,-;;";_-:,5, a lime
aEaln wheneyver you have ths tins o apara.

Eindoest repards snd bhoet siohoo
Youra ninosrsly,

TR .

Pl Wi i L e PR By 08 i e vy Bl Db va3: i (P 6 {200 - bregd o aviving adapai 220 o hesie
week on a8 byprarier [with e “pelcteck” or delpie rioml|. Hwas o dffirel world - bt skt b raal OO, doly - B,

Rait
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40 .The 1949 Ingpection of Clapham College

Clapham College had been a respected Boarding School with famous pupils and a world-wide reputation.
Amazing just before WW2 ONE there were no qualified teachers and only one had a university degree.
The attraction was the “trust” in the Catholic Church and the reputation of the Brothers. This was a full
formal Inspection - hadn't had one like this before, unfortunately it showed, they were not too happy.

MINISTRY OF EDUCATION

ind %
(e
I

Report by H.M. élnspectog__sﬁ_, e

e
-
—
a2
g T

on
CLAPHAM COLLEGE,
WANDSWORTH, LONDON

Inspected on
14th, 15th, 16th and 17th June, 1949

NOTES

This report is confidential and may not be prztblished save by
the express direction of the competent.authoyzty of the School.
If published it must be published in its entirety.

The copyright of the Report is vested in the Con_trol{er of
HM. Sfc}z’tignery Office. The Controller has no objection to
the reproduction of the Report provided that it is clearly

understood by all concerned in the reproduction that the
copyright is vested in him.

Further copies, on terms which may be a.gcertained from the

Ministry, can be supplied if application is made within two
months of the date of issue.
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41. “€Excuse the Quality, FFeel the ¥idth” [of the content] really poor coppying.
.. patural high spirits and spontaneous sense of h
Efxlzfes well anc;i B f:e.ndly a?dt“i’ell- : uné?:g °ot‘T ;{;gecaﬁﬁh&g
' chieved derives 1 part at least from th '
}fa‘;fzom Y Shich: 18 TETERIT. Anothes © casy friendly atmosphere of the

1nly aj distinguishing feature of thi Sch
hain out-of-school activity is undoubtedly Athletics and, aslth%uog%l' i;rhiz
arganised on a voluntary basis, virtually all boys get opportunities for coaching
1 a wide variety of field and track events. There are certain very unusual
features in the Athletics of this School. Perhaps

: - the most outstanding, which
has already been mentioned, is the

. quite distinguished mountaineering club
whose members climb, under the expert guidance of one of the Masters, in the

Cumberland mountains.

The clue to the truly corporate life of this School is not to be found in any
impressive list of School Societies for, apart from its many sided Athletics and its
1MOmltaima:ering Club, they do not exist. Tt is rather to be found in the direction

given by the Head Master—a direction given not only to the boys but also to

their parents—so0 that the homes, as well as the School, are sharing, as they
should, the common task of education.

APPENDIX
Numbers and Ages of Boys in Forms

i i koned
No. of Boys in the School whose ages rec
Total Average on 31st July, 1949 were:
Sty d|16 and|17 and
No. of |31 July, 12 and]13 and|14 and/15 and|16 and17 andiyg gng
Form | Boys 1949 unldzer lunic;cr mlﬂer l;l?al(};l' ufll%e’f “ﬂl 7 18 | over
Y. M. : = 7 = R o
1a SRR B 26 ) — T
1A S 3 s 24 i e 2
Ila e 13 3l — S 2oeli el
24 e —
1A oRE 3 3l — 4 i IR
Ay 9
III a P8 1R 6| E— . A
by 8
mA _ 29 |14 3 i i e
IVa e | I e N e e Al
VA e | U e B | -
o el G R R e e R
VA S5 B et e T
\ — e T  ar—"
’_”1 o g 11— e TL’,TL,,IB.
Tor e (e O
TOTALS | 291 L2 e R
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42, Physgical Education and “the Corporate Life” of the College

KIngIC CVE TAE

blic at the time. ‘ v s—
" Games have to be played 0n public recreation £ 1?(%5 :rl};l{‘ipi’it’;tn f,ar?r?;i:i
worth and Morden. In general, the conditions for p!di-‘ f%f(« s “'hn - ?;_j”‘ r;:-a:;
associated with schools of this type. For example, in i-ll’ftri{ i"i’id* ,} : 3 S
have the chance of playing on erass, for they must of necessity Use SPS p‘ g : ‘lj'_

The gymnasium is small, 1s not designed on m‘r}dem lines, anc 1% iri g
partially equipped with apparatus. Moreover, there is 10 Changing o
o shower annexe, and the training therefore loses much of the hygienic carr y-
over value which it ought 10 pOSSESS- Neverthel of the boys
for exercise 18 very creditable. It would be a greal

o i uld be found in which the boys
their clothes throughout the lessons. Perhaps, for example, an emply classroom
might be used for the purpose. The boys should be encouraged 1o have 2 brisk.
dry rub down with 2 towel after exercising.

The gymnastic training is in charge of an elderly Master who is due 1O
retire at the end of the current fermb He is conscientious and hard-working,
but is somewhat out of touch with the best modern practice. The standard
of attainment is not high, even though the conditions ar¢ unhelpful. A
young, well qualified specialist Master has been appoi for next year and

rtunity of co-ordinating the various activities, and also of

the focal point of the Physical Education scheme, and

there a significance and interest which at present it lacks.

appreciative should be made 1o the work of the Mountameer-

ing s. This Club has flourished under the competent leader-

over a wide field for ifs varied exploits. Although

can be trained m any.given period is necessarily small, there are at presem. in the

School many boys with a thorough knowledge of the Lakeland fells and moun-
mmﬂ@mbleofmmgtechnmﬂy severe rock climbs.

e il A i i

ich very creditable R physical
reached. W@Mmmmmm-mdgf atiainment have been

wm;%ummmm,mmmw,ﬁmw
e s S o e s 3 A el St e votecd
to all. “ physical education will be assured




43. Ingpection Report 1949 ...continued

Master, who 1s a graduate . T
The Arl_ e i o . ..ddUdlL_t)f_ the Royal College of Art, and himself
5 keen practitioner of drawing and painting, was appointed in April 1948, He
is deeply interested in encouraging boys to carry out creative work of a kind

hat is natural to their age and aptitude, and he has already secured the interest

of pupil-‘i who attend the art room in school hours

8 o i » not excluding those with
G0 innate ability to " draw . He has also been ab 1
jeasure in the works of the great masters as well

le to inspire them o take

: : 1 0 as themselves to draw out-
foor subjects In the delightful school garden. He has, moreover, given weekly

alks on the history and appreciation of art to the whole of the VIth form.

The Headmaster 15 convinced that art constitutes a valuable part of
oducation if rlgh_tly taught, and he plar}s to provide the subject for all the boys
n the school. with the possible exception of a few in the Vth form. Since the
art room is less than 500 square feet in area, and there is no separate store, il
e intended as far as possn_hlc to sphit forms in half. When this scheme operates
lhere will be a full-time job for the Art Master, and it may be expected that
:he present holder of that post will adequately and worthily discharge increased
responsibi“lics if called upon to do so. _ _

As things now are, the Art Master has only his own reproductions for

idiascope talks. Itis to be desired that the school should gradually buiid up
gpcollection of its own and add to the library an art section containing books
\-\-’ith p]cnt}; of GCdeucuonS.

Art and Music did OK in that 500 square foot room

Music _
. ical purposes the music of the School dates from less than
F;;Sa}llggri;:lt;gn tt?c s?:?)ject was re-started after discontinuance during the
twa(:- yThc Mu's.ic Master, who visits the School on two days a week, has been
o nsible for the work: during that time and has at his disposal two periods
t\vﬁ;ci:‘;::ly in the first, second and third years and one pc(i‘lodlha wc:egl;l t;’éﬁ"f;ﬁt
c i S1CH a thorou -
the rest of the School. He 1s an excellent mus.u:lar;jl atr:le R
date teacher who, in most ways, is doing commenda - e
i boys, who thoroughly appreciate
extending the outlook of the Sixth Form btained some creditable
i st and second years he has oobtain
S amd spoownging proges o i adng Ay SO G
is lies i i Fourth years, which are handicapi ) C Ok cail
g:fmlg thlgef: 'l{t?carlzgusic Mas{er has almost entirely _ChS_Pcrlff’g’}:ﬁhhﬂgrgé;gs
and music reading, leaving himself only with appreciation e i = an
some but, unrelieved by more praclical work, is apt to bore otners. P Senond
approach, however, which will doubtless be amended s “ﬁe 1pr§‘°é§? outcome
year moves up the School, when part-singing will become the 1081
e sy e 2% . N
3 As he visits tlll?e ?clils‘oglretz?.legss than half ofl eaggvxgkﬁzpﬁonﬁgﬁflﬁ efoig
the Music Master to organise voluntary mustigacélamm LS erything priorities
keen to undertake as much as he can, but a5 hestra from the handful of
should be selected. He has already formed an Orc evsiolin lasses. This is an
s S bla: and i e %%%her visiting teacher, leaving
urgent task, but it might be better undertaken Dy e B these classes
the Music Master free to concentrate upon the orchestra
Would feed, and upon the formation of a School Chotr.
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44, The BHistory DBepartment - [ooks well resourced with teachers

JINACA WAANrLILr EAL  TY & ARRWAL YV WLSL DN
QL ala ‘L

S : ne qualit g

The Sixth Form 'set in English ?s smﬁli\)f

promising, and the boys displayed a critical

literature I\jl;lch showed careful reading,
The Library contains a fair number of Enel:

. “nglish books, but the 19th and
20th centuries are not well Iepresented, and there is a lack of reference hr;:;:'.
on literary criticism.' The Library IS open only to the Sixth Form, and there are
no library periods, so ‘that the main source of ‘reading material is the Public
Library. There is evidence that the encoura

[ . ; gement of ‘reading and the help in
choice of books given by the English staff are having good results, l

speech could be improved,
but some of the work seen waus
and intelligent' appreciation  of

History

The Master in charge of the History holds a B.Sc. degree in Economics of
London University. _Hﬁ IS an enthusiastic historian and has continued to read
under University guidance since completing his degree. He brings vitality and
humour into the classroom and expects each of his pupils to make some definite
contribution to the lesson.” He encourages the younger pupils to borrow history
books from their local libraries and some of ‘the lesson time is spent in super-
vising the first attempts of these youngsters to read outside the narrow bounds

text book.
i th?—le is helped in one of ‘the second Forms and in both his first Forms by a
Master who holds an M.A. degree of Oxford University. This Master has not
perhaps as yet given sufficient ‘thought to selecting from the text book material
which is really related to the interes_tst ztmdt Echlr(xalgons of young boys. He is
incli velop the lesson on strict text-book lines. : :
mcl‘%%c}n?vg?y intgresting lessons were heard during the course of the msp}?ﬁ!nﬂ
in the classes taken by the responsible Master. The main objective durmg} ¢ firs
’ 1S - i interest, and during the fourth and fifth
three years of the course lsdt‘('z sl:nmi111111gtegmma1 p,icture O S AR s Tttty
e Lo A i e syllabus was discussed in

: and’s place in Buropean history. The syllabus was ci :
ggxclilec}fdst?ug]]' with L:;he Master and various suggestions, which i’;‘vgg ]“9"1‘114 *:;
recapitulated here, were made. The boys offer English h!r;tgryeriod £
the School Certificate Examination and they offer thf.(:: sat.fma[;e iRy
addition of European history in the Higher SChO‘?]Sd 'irre:'c being stadied by
It was interesting to find that different spem%l,Pe‘_'Iof Sh' ecial period being
many of the boys in the SiXthdFofm’ the choice of the Sp
wisely left to the individual student. ; ¥ of “very many of ‘the
Tt i in general  corain vl ) (o’ Scool Cnct
boys. By the Fifth Form stage it reaches SO read and work by
standard, In the Sixth Form the boys show an ability

i sound.
themselves. The standard reached at this stage 15 thoroughly sO

Ge“gmi'ﬁ , ' d varied
The. idaste;:-.in' charge of this subject has’ ha}ii ‘;ﬂgﬁfgrigﬁ; E:Il::c rest of
experience. He undertakes all the. teaching after: the has read Geography as
e work: has recently been done by a Master who hy Master has soundly
One subject in.a General Degree. The-Senior Geograp . - the School. If is
established his subject ‘during the four terms he Das SR a liking for Geography
Vident that his first aim has been to foster -h}w’ei’{;;gf,‘é, g 0t
alld,.iﬂo this end, he-is’loyanY'aSSiSt.ed b y_'l_}_m;..cf?pd to lead 10 2 Sp‘?eﬁf:lnstfuugars.
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45. Just about readable - but worth including - Maths & Latin - not good

,5}.“ boys hi_—'?_’”i_ Laun i the Firs
be First Examination. A daily period s
SOMme br_;;.'s nave been able (o iir;mp L.atin iﬁr
ment with non-graded forms is now being trie
for five years. I'he syllabus for the -];.“L
Jinguistic. Such an experiment, with the S8
critically reviewed periodically in the
Except for one form, the (e
;;,ﬁ_‘-juzft—c‘nf Lc’mdpn University. He ig compei
cnhance the status of Latin in the School
mteresting and enjoyable, and has ideas f,
_-;'1‘_: E":f'“abu'c"* n.]S lCEl_L'.h].]]g methods, iillll‘ the application of those ideas ;1.:_1:‘\\\
himself to be constricted too much by Examination requireme >as he aliow:
the amount of Latin reading done in the main c:,,_”‘j "“}\ll_lt_lL.llﬂi.llltllr\. ‘Consequent;
of some of the lessons too slow, e B SRR,
I—;"f"t"}ll }é?slgf’fl:(kcc” a _‘LCTY successful subject in the past, and there
T;:-.,?n little Sixt} .J‘m WOl But four boys are now studying Latin in the
Lower Sixth, and there is reason to think that a small Sixth Form sat in Latin
will become a permanent part of the advanced course, and that generally the
standard of attainment throughout the School will be raised. '
There are a number of Classical books in the Library, and additions.
sspecially of books on Roman History, have recently been made. No afor:
should be spared to ensure that they are readily accessible and frequently wsad
Mathematics
The teaching of this subject suffered from considerable discontinuin
before the Senior Mathematics Master was appointed ecarly last year. Hi
mdustry and his unobtrusive but effective manner are making valuable sub-
scriptions to the sustained and purposeful work which is required for this
subject to play its full role in the School. He is conscientiously assisted by 2
Master who resumed service in this School late last year. A Master who has
served in the School for the last twenty-four years is responsible for the teaching
m a second year Form. . 2
The standard of work throughout the main school is very uneven, with ¢
particular weakness in Geometry, but there is evidence of recent genera
achievement. The response of the pupils is a tribute to the efforts of the st

-

t Ear e &
Form. and follow a nve vear

allotted 10 the
APt afiae -
.l\i. alter two years, but an SXPET}-
4, whereby all bovs w

: able will be Cultural rather
]Ipu..\cm range of ability, will nead 1o =
' the 1Zht of experience h N
aching 1s in th

. COLUTSS 1
subject. Norma)

adagllh

and resulis.

¢ hands of a Master who IS
ent, painstaking and eaoss
He is anxious o f‘n;n\e the
as for doing so,

o

wOrk

but in his pl

A Ine =mrx

s

~ DT

provide suitable opportunities for confidence to be gained from attair-
ment. So far as the more able pupils are concerned, it may soon be ‘th\:lfi—‘::_
necessary to guard against the risk of failing to make sufficient d::manm of
them by t00 much smoothing down of the obstacles (0 easy progress. i
The content of the work has been carefully devised and its general treat-
Meni is soundly conceived. The oral work with written answers, which 1:“«
Toutine practice, assists rapid diagnosis of weaknesses and affords }‘Pﬁ‘g?:é{:;
for remedial exercises. The members of staff concerned are rightly “é“ iy
the present standard of work but some improvement is almg ﬁ\j t;'ed -
- The interest and industry of the Sixth Form students are un s A
Style and quality of their work does not yet satisfy the Senm;eamd B
a2 as'is possible, a balanced source of reference should be

inclug this . o o
1o o @nd, in this School at this time, it would be pa‘rtlcl;l;;tg a;@?w?:}n :-
- discusszg books noteworthy for their mathematical st This

Sa

during the Inspection.
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46. Brop Latin and Maths “belotw aberage” - the pain continues.

should be given to it.  Buf even with the time that has been av ilal

the standard reached should be higher. hn[:ﬁwémvnt T ]Ma,] ]d e
question of drill and discipline. Izlvirlent]y the '}J'.Jg*h‘:”argey-a
grasped the fact that the fundamental rules nf the ]:;-n rus:rbe I}Mt- 4o
be learnt thoroughly before any real progress o prmsi}%}e ge have to

It is Ht;r;t:ngly recommended that Latin should be dropped in
Lower 111, lh_u spending of two periods a week on acquiring the
language at this stage is pure waste of time.

Mathematics.,

The standard of work in this subject is not up to the average.
In the lessons that came under inspection the Sixth were doing con-
tracted method sums in arithmetic and quite elementary trigonometry,
and the .lflpper IFifth Kuclid II and indices. Most, if not all of this,
was revision, but the boys were by no means masters of it. The
Lower Fifth were questioned on the work that, according to the
syllabus, they should have done in the Fourth—quadratic equations
and the elementary geometry of the circle. They had not heard of
the former and nothing of value could be got from them about the
latter. On the other hand, they did answer a number of questions
on the substance of Kuclid I. The syllabus is about the normal one
for a school that does not make a speciality of its Mathematics, but
the boys in the higher Forms seem to be about two terms behindhand.

The reason is not difficult to find. Between the Lower Third
and the Sixth (the range of Forms that came under inspection) six
Masters take a hand in the teaching. Generally speaking they do
not ‘‘ move up ’’ with their boys, and it became clear during the
Inspection that they do not know at all accurately what they can
trust the boys who come up to them to know. In consequence they
have to spend several weeks in exploring and filling in gaps, and so
a little ground is lost each year. This time the Master who takes the
Upper Fifth has been given the Lower Fifth too: this is a move 1in
the right direction.

Lessons by all six Masters were seen. There is no incompetence ;
as isolated lessons all were satisfactory and several good. There 1s
plenty of evidence of careful correcting.

The examination results are satisfactory. In the last three years
seventy-four boys have taken Mathematics 1n the Oxford School
rtificate 1 nination and fifty of them have gained at lgast th.e
any boys, however, leave Wwithout reaching this

s lesars orranici
g1} i _[tigggmg? .,5:--33'_."1' ' .
i"!?“!‘%i?“l Iﬂ By =

iy

‘3}} a:gt‘*ei*s who had just taken their
were 'appoi’nted. Oune had ﬁf'st—cla.ss
second-class Honours in physics; but
They are both promising teachers and
*g.gﬁj ‘neither yet gets quite the h?ghest
"at practical work. The standard of
and it will almost certainly improve.
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47. The conclusion of the Inspectors Report - PNorbury from the air

4
. . . . L. . GoAe st preoont
liathematics, The Library chould be devolopod; *_)rﬂ:_ 4 tnot oo oesll
a good nuclcus of suitablc books, It wno rooCrmicre” GOAreLTOD s L0
given to purchasc books for the othor scoblons. L
, - e Ak bnocy Wors sulte avorzpe,
Staff. 14 full-time and two part-time. In f?;]:.l;énn ‘..nclﬂl nerdworking, 111
one or two were extremecly good, and as o body tf*’a‘./l""-’r“,_i 1. Inspectors could say
save one (who is nearing rctirement) worc gr "duﬁ'tc’i"’fbcac}&;é experience nzve beern
that, since 1932, both academic qualifications ynowledge which transcends
sted, as vacanclies occur,

improved; but only a few Masters have that breadth t;fl' e
o bt t this stage in its

the boundaries of the subjects they teach.
ds a
that this point should be kept in mind, The School nee - reed.
development some teachers with a degree of scholarship. : The Chairmon agr
The School was in a transitional

Orgenisation, There was little to say. erved with interest certain
H,M, Inspectors had obs period day and the abolition of

phase of its dwelqpmentt.’ e
iments: e.g. the absence of oOpv :
ggirng. H.M?I? Mr, Wellings spoke on tl’l.e possibilities of greq-ter flexibility
offered by the new exam:l.nationsysffm,
R.I, said that the pancl had been very favourably impressed
~ Thes 8 an unusual degree of

Corporate life.,

with the unobtrusive nature of sci ne,
self discipline; and this had b eved without of natural high
were well here was a friendly
of the athletics

spirits and sense of humour,
and easy atmosphere in all the
side was the mountaineering club

School was not to be found in the u - ti '
in the direction given by the Head Master, loyally help his staff to both boys

and parents, The homes as well as the Sohool were sharing in the common task,

In subsequent discussion one of the Governors raised the question of the school
It was urgently needed, Could the Inspectors help?

playing field at Norwood. .
R.I, promised thiat everything possible should be done,

1947 The Sports Field at Norbury is still requisitioned by the Ministry of Agriculture but after long
negotiations we now hope that we may soon call it our own again. Even so, it will be some two years
before we shall be able to use it for games and .athletics. We are hard-pressed in the interim and if any
Old Boy can help in the matter of finding a ground we can rent on two or three afternoons a week we
shall be duly grateful. [It was laid out to Allotments for five years before it was returned]. [Concordia ‘47]
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48. - Whe tragic death of Wen Riley 1945

Ken Riley and his brother Leslie were at the College from 1928 to 1935. Ken was an intelligent boy
and a good sportsman [Head Glastonbury House]. Ken was a Captain in the Signals Reg. he excelled
and had just been transferred to the Intelligence Corps. Below are contents of his kitbag.

/ ¥
' v 1ist of perso k
............ GIL W ot DRt B, EEON - wotesans)
KIT (in wooden box KL TBAG
Jackets KD 1 Boots BD prs 1
nirts 6 Boots leather brown prs 1
jacks XD 4 Shoes leather brown pro 3
snhorts KD 5 Shoes buckskin prs 1
Epaulets prs 3 Shoes canvas rubber prs T
slip-on rank badges KD prs 5 Revolver holster leather T
Belts 4 Stick leather covered Ii
ockings prs 5 Lanyard
?&:tees grsp I Ramr od pistol 1
Shirts Knhaki °] Watch Straps 4
Py jamas prs 5
Pullovers g VALISE.
Shorts PT _prs _
Bathing Trunks and belt i Sheets 3
I Pillowcases
Balaelarva ﬁslmet woollen : ok =
Tﬁwla B
Sock m’ﬂian p\vgp.m
loves

it kg r.
s FER RN BT SHll P R & S

(b) Articles of special sentimental o
X by W via A.P.O.
qus

N (Note 2) __.ﬁ_“l_._mcﬁ«m.._._uﬂ M m -&w*““

T trinsic value which have been sent to your office
spw_. 5

oG cled_ -
A.Fvy 3eze {M
£ 4P°-M~#m4ﬂ. B hocd Jaak s & tremivunfb s

“eﬁests and the preferential charges as defined on the back
W#baa% followr

Payments

Ken’s kit was sold for £4.16.5 pence, however,
he had debts of £4.16shillings - tough times.
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49. Air transport Investigation into the crash in Italy, which killed Ken Riley

The Air Transport investigation into the aeroplane crash which took Ken’s life and that of
21 other military. Two females had “hitched” a lift, they were not on the passenger list.
The plane was overweight and hit a mountain in fog, near Naples. This crash that led to
stricter controls on aircraft. Ken was a career soldier he died without fulfilling his potential.




50. Poor copy of the Pescription of the Air Crash in Paples

The survivor was able to give an account of what happened. But unexperienced pilots,
overcrowded and heavy plane flying in “unknown area” with no radar. Recipe for disaster.

o

~tion to prevent -

ydations for m;:l IIJt - FI‘B
pillo

e Lo A€ 44 Puarotanise

Include & 5 3 1th §

l . I asseng st w -

(Brief na 20 Apl‘il 22 P v rca ) the pi-
a ith y T ¢ alk

\t 08033 hougfrfrom Barl W 4 1000 foor 7 (pyt Sa e hino M|

.ot), took OCA\FU at Barl ant of survivglind to dete ‘

| {ianlse. P n
2§rghe ovarcasb and ma - the 5

ca ed a
a}:r;:ggu Ofsogﬁg plane approadh £ fog 87 . the position
N -

. the base
'ight turno

't 1t appe&ars
he fingl restingz place oith full power

as attempting to

nd the poln 1, comple
rﬁfflsggaﬁr?g I?f{oa 15 footiszgilg wal é tail of the plail
immedla -

’ . Fire broke out the w8 »
:r;il‘f:‘: e) evidentally rebounded fromear of the plane b{
geve%al bodies were found in the T were concen ra

escape door. 4 . One soldlier
?forfe::;d appﬁoximate position of EOEZQ?ZZ burns and & f
seing himself, sustalning only Sr kege to the le Tt iyt
lo was found 150 feet from the wrec ag jed agalnst the
"fcer, was thrown clear however she lan
o e t of
:fr:gaft was totally burned except the las;aiz i:g i
the ball burret position backward. The P iRl
no chance of recovering anything from the P

sat from gasoline soaked wreckage. ‘
1@ time of" the accident existing weather at his desti:

overcast with 2 miles visibility. Top of the overca
aircraft in the air at that time as 3500 feet with n

ds. An Instrument approach on the Capodichino range
safe.,

L1 responsibility of the accident lies in pilot errc
.earing, as the clearance shows, did not give a true
time of clearing. Nelther was the manifest correct
as contact, conditions of ground fog in the valley:
g of instrument conditlions on the route of flight,
1 clearance. The pllot, although he had completed

y was In the opinion of the board too inexperie
; with the responsibility entrusted. o s

rrative of accident.

i1bility for the accident lies in pilot |
_ er
© let down through an overcashs in very un?:;:_?,l{:r
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51. Clapham Colleqe Prefects, Exam Results and Staff Changes 1947

ES to his Old School.

COLLEGE npws

. X tl--1
&aclmnl, (..:1.1‘)11}111 and Senior I ?;17"48
(‘nptn?n ()l‘ (,;mt:(vrl)m-y Clect: . Ouin
C(l_‘[)[(l.}ll ():l;. (Zhurtcrlun.mc 7 o P’r“f)k('q
Cn‘pm%u o:F »(.ilast(nlbury 50 04 (;()nrm;
Captain of Walsingham, D, Hugheg
T?e qdallcaﬂc-ibtlllg ﬁf arl _oltaened with 282 P‘llin]‘ G
highest nun : € history of th S on the R
cu%a.tions there will be 450 by 1951_e School, byt by preséﬁlt’ (:[21&

—_—

UNIVERSITY OF LONDON EXAMIN

Nineteen of the 21 entrants for the
of the 10 entrants for the Full 12 bistien
successful, while 4 of the 5 entrants for
School Certificate reached the standard.

We look for even better results f
which numbers 26 pupils.

ATIONS, JUNE 1947

School Certific

ate d
School Certiﬁcatealsverg
the Subsidiary Higher

rom this year’'s Form VI,

STAFF CHANGES

The Staff lost the services of Br. Alphonsus who, after being
here for 23 years, was moved to Manchester, where we hope he
will be very happy. Tradition seems broken by such changes.

- Br. Dominic (History) and Mr. G. Smith (Music) joined the Staff

‘which comprised, in addition to the two new members: Brs.
Nicholas, Dunstan, Joseph, Damian and Messrs. McLoughlin,
McNamara, Bambridge, Sheppee, Bharier, Wright, Naughton, O.
Smith. The Superior of the Community is Br. Matthias.

We have to record the loss in December, 1947, of Mr.
McNamara, who has been 20 years on the Staff, and of_ME.
Sheppee, who has been with us 10 years. Mr. Mé:l\ﬁlmétfaé tlfawcj
be a lecturer in Geography at St. Mary’s Training LoUcge,

: bovs proceeding to
berry Hill, where he hopes to meet Clapha}ﬂs (]?gine% the educa-

the teachin rofession, and Mr. Sheppee ; S
tional staff gotP Pathé Film Strips. We Wlsh them every succes

d i in their new posts. Term,
) %iﬁ??liii IIIrllaister haverOined the Staff forhﬂf)le &is%gFeuvre
1948: Mr. Blight (Maths.), Mr. Escott (GEO%EaI()Bgr;lard), who was
(Art) and Mr. Hodges (Physics). lec.)lgrghigp to Oxford, where he
School Captain, 1941-42, won a SEIE " iy been teaching a{)

graduated in Physics. He has un We heartily welcome him Dd

- Ignatius College, Stamford Hill.
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52. Pay up Manchester - we want our £300 back

o & Clapham College,
&~ . .
&35‘:}. Nightingale Lane,
o _ London, S.W 4.
Dear Brother Martin, March 2Ist,/H9,

I have been informed
thaet Clapham advenced a loan of £300 To P
Manchester. This 1s confirmed in our books
and the dete given is Dec.dth,IoH2.

Now thet llanchester 1is
overflowinr with milk end honey, thanks %o
Clapham's helo without interest, would you
kindly help Clapham by returning the £300 ?

e have & conéiderable
emount of repeirs and decoration to be done
for which we cannot ask the London County
councll to pay; the above cash will greatly
help to cover the cost.

I presume &1l 1s golng
well et X.C., Manchester; mey 1t prosper,

Yours sincerely in_Xt.,

| love the idea of Xaverian Ethos, the Brotherhood of Holy Order, but
be honest these were Roman Catholics and it involves money.
The real shame here is that when you loan some money,

the onus is for the debtor to repay. Not for the lender to

beg for their money back [it's embarrassing]. Hopefully

Manchester paid their debt, @cos today that would be

worth about twenty grand !!
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53. 4 fetw more memories from the bops of the 1940s - DES, they are still “out there”

Michael Creech 18/10/34 [Clapham College 1946 to 1951]

Joined Clapham College [Glastonbury] soon after the end of WW2. 1945 Living through the War in the
Clapham area, bombed out and derelict homes could still be seen all around on my walk to school.
Rationing continued until the early 1950s. We lived near the Windmill Pub, on the Common, rented
rooms off Elms Road. Six of us sleeping in one room! War education was poor, because of the air raid
warnings and evacuation. All my personal education took place within 10 minutes’ walk from our home in
Elms Road. Notre Dame Infants [on South Side Clapham College], St Marys [mixed] on Crescent Lane,
and then St Marys Boys on St Alphonsus Road.

| was pleasantly surprised to pass the 11-plus “opening” my way for a place a Grammar School, Clapham

III

College [just down the road!], even more surprised that | was in the “Alpha Group”! ..I'm truly shocked —
no idea the Alpha was supposed to be the “top academic class” — | was a “A” [Ed]. Thus ended my
academic achievements at that time. London had many single-sex boys grammar schools, but | chose the

nearest to my home. My parents allowed me to make my choice —and | chose Clapham College!

My Dad had bought me a second-hand bicycle, that | used to get to and from school. All my books were
1930s “vintage” [ten years or more old], as were all the books at Clapham. Many were in very poor
condition. | can remember the “teaching Brothers”,; - Nicholas, Stephen, Damian and Dunstan [Dunstan
had been a Xaverian boarder in 1890!]. He had an extraordinary memory. Once | was in the playground
when there was a mighty explosion, Dunstan came out through the smoke with a white towel around his
bleeding hand. He had been busy making fireworks at break-time ...only at Clapham!

School discipline was bad, partly | think because of the rough boys from the Old Kent Road, [they know
who they are] Clapham and Wandsworth boys were so “genteel”. Putting a bin above the door before a
master came into the classroom and mixing various chemicals in the Lab to create unpleasant smells or
toxic smoke just the tip of the iceberg of “behaviour problems”. Gambling with cards and betting on
horses was another side-line [this is a “future” priest at a Grammar school writing!], occupied large
numbers during playtime. Great excitement spread through the whole school, when there was news
about sweets being sold at playtime in a tuck shop, pop, gum and a selection of penny sweets on sale —
amazing as “rationing” was still in force. The Chapel was important with occasional masses and services
and regular benediction. | suspect most boys would have been regular church goers, though playing cards
in Chapel was not unheard of! Football and cricket were very popular. The Common, opposite the Col-
lege, was not allowed to have any organised sport on it, so we were forced to travel to Morden for sport.
I remember that so well, a practice match to select the First Xl Cricket team. | was first in to face a
“demon” fast bowler [l think “Nichols”]. | had no problem, hit some runs and was selected for the First XI,
although | was in a much younger form. My Dad bought me my first “treasured” cricket bat. So often
have | driven past Emmanuel School on Wandsworth Common, remembering the time | opened the
batting, and carried my bat [though not scoring many runs].

Salesian College, were our main rival, were rarely beat them. So, most Saturdays were taken up by either
football, or cricket. The Brother’s schools in Mayfield and Brighton were also part of our fixtures list. |
lived a busy hectic life away from school, enrolling in church bellringing. However, in my teens,
academically | was slipping back fast. Exam results, and places/positions in class lists were displayed on
the school noticeboard for all to see “no hiding place” with my name featuring about 25" [at least there
were 8 places below!]. It was entirely my own fault. My usual habit was to do / complete homework in
the morning, in the playground, just before the bell rang.
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54. FFather Michael Creech in the 19408 continued.....

| can well remember Cecil Pocock’s first class [Geography “God help us”, or History — more like it].
Unlike the normal staid and formal masters, he was actually bright, chatty and humorous. My younger
brother Terry joined me for my last year at Clapham College. | always cherish that photo of him
wearing my old cap [we shared it!]. Terry became a priest too, resident a Lourdes for years [see

photo below.] Dad very suddenly died, leaving Mum with four children to bring up. | still have the love-
ly letter from Brother Joseph to Mum. School was also very kind to me, allowing me to come in late
and leave early, o take young brother Philip to Infant School, whilst Mum went to work. | hope you
could read my writing [l could easily] and that you find something of interest

[I did —all of it ..Ed]................ ,Blessings, Michael [Creech]

o ST T A . -

Memory not go eno to reber names, .. he phot(; above, event was first
school fair in the late forties, 49 perhaps. A team of us marched to military music
played on a gramophone. Lots of demonstrations of school work, with side shows,
places for tea and drinks. It was opened by a popular English film Sir. He charged a
fortune, | gathered. It was a first since the 30s so it was thought good publicity. After
that more humble locals like the MP. Sorry can’t be more helpful. Blessings, Michael
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55. The Clapham Bops of the “Forties” lived through it's 50th Anniversary

Clapham College

\ Vlad fundraising

for St Mary’s organ

Concordia veg parbae crescunt

1897—-1947
JOHN PAUL Il FOUNDATION

eSPORT

A proud Head Boy,

Vlad Felzmann [now

Mon Vlad, in charge of the
John Paul Foundation for
Sport] clutching the prize he
received from Lord Longford.



56. The “FORTIECS” BOPS - 4 Tribute to the COXA “Pathfinders”

The “Roaring
Forties” changed the
History of Clapham.
Those Old Boys who
lived through that
decade have written
their first-hand

IT DOESNT GET BETTER THAN THIS JRCIS¢e]UIaH

Personalia - Ol PBops Jottings

This small group of Xaverians, many in their “nineties” have been wonderful
ambassadors of Clapham. The Clapham Old Boys were only formed in 1928, so
many of these were their for the early years of the Association. Had there been
any apathy from this small band we certainly wouldn’t be celebrating 125 years of
the Xaverians and Clapham this year.

These Xaverians are now in their 80s and 90s and some of the wonderful stories
and articles in Chapter 6 were written in the 21st Century to give us that rich
legacy that will last for as long as this Association survives. These Od Boys are a
direct link to the Xaverian Brothers, the Blitz, Evacuation, Tragedy and Glory, Sport
and Academia and all this carried out under the banner of the Roman Catholic
Church. Michael Creech, Brian White, Peter Kelleher, Vlad Felzmann, Eddie
Kachell Peter Steer, Bernard Fincham, Nick Lynch, Michael Nicholl, Patrick
Gooch, Cyril Murtagh, John Keen, Perter Keen, James Robinson and that
wonderful exchange from the “long deceased” pair of Xaverian brothers Aloysius
and Alphonse. Some of their colleague have passed in the 21st Century, but taken
together, their memories and “scribblings” have made a very personal
contribution to the Xaverian Archive.

As editor of this very “selective” History of we Clapham Xaverians | needed to
attribute the part current Old Boys have made to this publication. As Chapter 7,
starts to be collated I'd like the Boys of the 1950s to send me their thoughts,
stories and experiences. The “Roaring Forties” have set the bar very high, dig out
your photos too and name names. To conclude Chapter Six | shall add “pen
pictures” of this group [through the “eyes” of someone who was born in 1951].
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57. Fforties Pergonalia .....continues

i%l‘il?ﬂtﬁ - again these were at he core of the boys of the “Forties”, | only count eight,

many, any fewer than the earlier years. Some are still serving Mass and Vlad is putting us
all to shame with his incredible show of fitness in his role and fund-raising events.

Monsignor Vlad Felzmann Clapham 1949 to 1957 [Head Boy] Walsingham, Wandsworth
Javelin Champion [all sports] only he could be appointed as the CEO for the John Paul Il
Foundation for Sport [is Catholic Chaplain for Sport] [serves mass for the Old Boys]
Michael Creech [1946-51] active Old Boy priest, offers Mass on Remembrance Sunday in
our Chapel. Michael has had a “love affair” with St Mary’s Clapham, it has dominated his
life. The brilliant photo of him in his shorts, and his article, gives an insight into the man.
Anthony Richins [Clapham 1943 to 1951] completes this trio of characters. He affected
everyone he came into contact with, you could never forget Anthony, an unbelievable
character. Head was Chairman of Xaverians and chaplain at John Fisher. Of course, he had
a full church organ in his house running through the ground and first floor. A true legend.
Tony Burnham, Michael Aust, John [Jim] Clinton and Andrew Ebrihim complete the
“Magnificent Seven” priests of the 1940s. Apart from Andrew, who was the Rector of St
Anne’s in Chertsey and affiliated to the Salesians [boo], the rest not “career priests”, but
had full careers in insurance, administration and accountancy before they the priesthood.

(ﬂimigrants —there has always been a drift of Xaverians to far flung parts of the globe

these Clapham boys on the whole made Canada and the USA their homes. Eight emigrated
to North America [four each to USA & Canada] the other two [that | an aware of ] ended
up in Brussels and another in New South Wales. Cas Lawrence [1944-1950] after joining
the Canadian Airforce became a commercial pilot in Manitoba Canada; Rafel Prezednowek
[1948-55]know as “Perch” [1944 to 1955], together with his brother John, recently joined
the Association after a 60 year break. Rafal lives in Ottawa. John Nash [1948-1955]
Charterhouse, was probably one of our most successful and revered “exports” to the USA,
after completing his PhD [no, not at Clapham] he moved to the USA where he became a
College lecturer. Professor John lives in Tennessee [at the most fabulously-named location
“South Mountain View Circle Johnson City”, - beats “Balham”! John is the author of many
books and papers [“he can be Googled”]. Vincent Ennis [1948-1955] the brother of 1970s
Chairman Tom, managed to reach the “heights” of County Cricket Umpire, [after he
returned from his Nat West bank duties in Brussels. John Golton “banked” in more exotic
locations, working in the far East for Charter Bank; together with other postings, he
worked in Kuala Lumpa and Calcutta, he passed his A.I.B. Exams in India.

Finally, Tony Tuft 1941 to 47, emigrated to New South Wales, whist Denis Gorner

[1943 to 1950 emigrated in 1956 to Washington [they don’t often come back].

58



58. Interesting and Famous Xaveriang of the “Roaring Forties”

What makes a Clapham Old Xaverian “interesting or famous”? | suppose we could start
with normally “unassuming” Gerald Burgess [Canterbury 1946 to 1951, who in the 1958
COXA AGM listed his interests as “bloodsucking”. He obviously had a biological problem,
because at the College he was convinced that “My heart is on the wrong side!”.

He’s closely followed [probably both in the famous and interesting columns] by
Paul Du Feu 1945 to 1952, no great sporting or academic excellence her but In 1968 after
being discharged from the hospital where he had been treated for alcohol poisoning, Paul
met Germaine Greer, then an assistant lecturer at the University of Warwick, outside a
pub in Portobello Road and after a brief courtship they married at Paddington Registry
office. Later that year the Daily Express ran the headline
"l was Mr Germaine Greer" "Our marriage lasted three-and-a -
-half weeks and that was three weeks too long!" [although eAMArp €
their relationship continued for three years. Paul’s T
reputation as a super-stud grew with a string of beautiful and
famous actresses and models, he had merchandised his
whing-ding with Greer into the first nude centrefold of British
Cosmopolitan, plus an insouciant sexual memoir, Let’s Hear It ,...... & ‘
for the Long-Legged Woman . o

Greer later recalled that she had been unfaithful Paul
seven times during their short relationship, and she had
spent her wedding night in an armchair because her husband,
drunk, as he would not let her into the bed. Eventually, during
a party near Ladbroke Grove, Paul turned to her, and sneered
(drunk as usual): 'l could have any woman in this room.'
'Except me,' she said, and walked away forever. After this, Paul -
posed in British Cosmopolitan, thought to be their first almost- v ‘-“ .
naked male centrefold. In 1973 he also published an erotic IETS ﬁf&"_‘f,,';,

. : . P fOR THE

memoir, Let's Hear it for the Long-legged Women, for which it [Blel et el @ Lid
is claimed he was paid more than Greer had been given as the & R
advance for her 1970 work The Female Eunuch.”!. He was Ted
Hayter’s “mate” at Clapham! Paul died in Oakland California
aged 77 after a full and varied
life. Not bad from a boy from
Wrexham, with an exotic
name, educated
at Clapham ff
College, with a e
King’s College
Degree he met o
Greer in Chelsea ==
he’d been work- - 4
. - >
ing as a builder! et

Thoroughly
N readable portrayal.’
GUARDIAN
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59. MHlore FFamous and Interesting from the “408”

Sir Peter Brookes 1941--1947 [House Captain Glastonbury] emigrated to New
Zealand. Bernard Plummer OBE, now living in Cambridgeshire, Charterhouse Head
Boy. 1951. Sir Nicholas Scott [MBE] 1944 to 1951- Minister of 1
State for Northern Ireland , was in the RAF excellent cricketer
[again a friend of Ted Hayter]- he once scored 145 runs v Eton. =
His batting average was impressive: during a 16-year playing
career for the Lords and Commons he scored over 2,000 runs,
and in 1972 posted an average of 238 runs. He fought for the
humanitarian causes as a Conservative MP, his views often
swimming against the tide of Tory opinion. Nick spoke out against discrimination of
foreign students and demanding more nursery education. In 1968 when Labour Home
secretary James Callaghan proposed immigration limits on the entry of East African
Asians with UK passports, Scott swam against the tide and refused to join the
Conservative shadow government in supporting the limits. He was one of the first
Conservative MPs to speak out against Enoch Powell's 1968 anti-immigration speech.
With the advent of the Heath government Scott stuck with his principles opposing the
sale of arms to apartheid South Africa. An honourable man and revered Xaverian.
Brian Baldock OBE, 1945-52, Canterbury. Good cricketers and Chairman of many large
= __ | global corporations. Born in 1934, Brian Baldock was educated
Clapham College. Following three years National Service, he began
I a career in international business. Six years with Procter and
Gamble, nine with Smith and Nephew, Director, then onto the
== Board of Revlon [International] in Paris. Recruited by Courage, he
returned to the UK in 1978 was appointed Managing Director
L Y Leisure & Retailing in the Imperial Group. The to the Board of
Bl Guinness in 1986 as Dev. Director and was appointed Chairman
and Managing Director Guinness 1987, and Deputy Chairman in
1992. He retired from Guinness at the mandatory age in 1996. He was awarded the
CBE in the 1997 Queen’s Birthday Honours List. He was Chairman of Sygen Interna-
tional plc from 1966 to 2002, a Non-Executive Director of Marks and Spencer plc from
October 1996 and ultimately to Chairman in June 1999. Previously he was Director of
Cornhill Insurance from 1996 to October 2002 and Director of Dalgety Corporation plc
from 1992 to 1996. He is currently Chairman of MENCAP.

At the 2008 Sir Kenneth Cork Lecture at the Octogen, he was the “ Key Speaker” for
the Charter Management Institute, he famously said

There is no middle ground in the modern business just “winners” and
“losers”; and he should know after his 40 years in the “business trenches”
- who but he could give such a holistic “Helicopter View”?
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60. More Famous Xaverians of the 19403

In terms of “Talented Xaverians” we have Bruce Watson 1948 -1954 a professional
trumpeter, who played live on several editions of the Ken Dodd Show on ITV.
Michael Milligan 1949 to 57 moved to Norfolk and ended up serving I
for many years for the RLBA on the Cromer Lifeboat. John Cooper M
1944 to 1949 eventually moved to Plymouth where his experience Lifeboats
lead to a career in TV, eventually becoming Head of Films for -
Westward TV. Michael [Mik] Hodges 1944 to 1952 [Glastonbury] became a talented
photographer, travelling the world taking photos, he followed Princess Margaret on her
Colonial Tour of Africa in 1965, he eventually moved to Hong Kong as a newspaper
photographer for the Hong Kong Gazette. Mike Fitzgerald was a twin and joined Clapham
in 1948, he went on to teach, bind books in his free time and became Mayor of
Maidstone. Brian Holohan Clapham 1947 to 1954 was a bright boy, who went on to work
as an engineer/designer for De Haviland, later working on the Blue Streak Missile. The
next two appeal to me more.. [Engleman 1948][no Christian name] which is apt, as he
was the only non-Catholic in the Year! Danny Assirati 1946 [Canterbury] is another fall-
back to the “famous relations group”, his Uncle Bert was the British and European
Wrestling Champion. Then there were the “traitors” those Clapham Boys who played for
other OB teams, the name gives him away..Frank Ferrett played football for another Old
Boys team,..as the COXA Captain reported it at the time “I couldn't believe my eyes”!
“BJ” Burton 1947, worked for the Met Office on a Metrological Ship in the Atlantic,
reporting back the weather.

John Egan, 1944 to 1949, Charterhouse, worked in insurance, but served as a Councillor
for Enfield Council, eventually appointed the Mayor. Albert Stallion 1948 —1953, what an
appropriate name for an entrepreneur who frequented Aintree and owned a chain of
Betting Shops. Who could forget the 70 plus year-old at the Chairman’s Lunch with his
new, young Far Eastern bride. Do any of our “Forties Lads” remember Anthony Ajle Van-
Stenne, 1943—- 46, not a name you’d forget easily. This Old Boy of Dutch decent went on
to manage a sugar plantation in Trinidad. John Dennis Reddaway, 1943 to 50, who
caused consternation when he entered his occupation in the Members Book at the AGM
as “Anarchist”, later amended to Architect! John Laurence 1943 to 45, was only with us
for a short time at Clapham, but his talent moved him on to become the scriptwriter for
Tommy Trinder [one for the Fulham fans there]. Michael Barry 1942-49 did OK for him-
self and become a solicitor in Epsom and “Freeman of the City of London”. Peter Hughes
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61. dnd finally... ®Old FBops who serbed COXA for decades.

These guys from the 1940s Clapham College intakes are all multi-talented [and | have to
apologise to anyone | have left out]. | have highlighted 100 plus Clapham Lads who started
in to 1940s, whether it was in East Grinstead, Taunton or Clapham. If anyone reading can
think of “obvious omissions” please contact me with their details [even if it’s you] and I'll
add them to the online version. This is the same story for all Decades!! The archive after
all will never be a “Science”, neither mind you is it a “Work of Art”! So ..........

P opal Xaberians - apologies if you feel this group has more talent than my “loyal

Xaverian” offers; | suggest is write in and I’ll upgrade [there is no Grading Committee].

Eugene Doyle 1942 to 1948 emigrated to Connecticut USA, Vice-President of the Irving
Trust, USA. Paul Arthur [Tiger} Allain 1944-1953 [named after Moscow Dynamo keeper],

would that have been “Tiger” or “Arthur”? BN
Tony Morrish 1944 to 1953 [Charterhouse] -a
loyal Xaverian active participant both at College
and for the Committee, Athletics, Football,
Cricket, one wonders where he had the time to
become a successful businessman as a Director of
British Road Services.

Michael Weir 1948 to 1954 Canterbury. Apart
from sport and Customs and Excise there wasn't
much about Mick - apart from this clip from the
1961 Concordia.

MICK WEIR has recently forsaken H.M. Customs in favour
of something excisable: a post with Ind Coope. About the same
lime, his wife, Jean, presented him with a son and heir, Timothy —
any contection?  We leave that to our amateur psychologists.

Patrick Gooch 1948 to 1956 Canterbury - Footballer/Cricketer, then designer and
author. Paddy Butler 1945 to 1952, now living in Salisbury, one of our oldest Members.
Peter Browne 1945 to 1956 legendary table tennis player and high scoring footballer, if
you look at his strike-rate of goals and the many decades he played for the Xaverians he
MUST be our highest-ever goal-scorer. [anyone disputing this, please contact Peter direct].
And whilst on “the Brownes” is Colin [Pete’s son] the Xaverian with most appearances?
[still playing in 2022]. Paul Kanssen 1948 to 1955 Charterhouse, and still a regular contrib-
utor to Concordia, with photographs and snippets of news, talents in Advertising, Printing
& Graphic Design, are probably advantageous. Aiden Corish 1948 to 1956 [Head Boy]
Charterhouse, Imperial College, Civil Engineer, Blue Circle Cement, an Alpha and chess
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62. Mlore Lopal Clapham Xaberians

There could be a book written on the last names from the “Forties”, but restrictions on
space means the briefest of “Pen Pictures”.

Brian
Sanders 1947 to 1955 [Captain of Walsingham].
Apart from a slight miscalculation on Brian’s side
and a short time at Wimbledon College teaching,
Brian has given three quarters of a century service
to the College, the Teaching Staff, the Committee
[as chairman too] cricket, football, table tennis
and and provided FOUR sons for the College and
Old Boys. A man and teacher of “Trips”, well over
200 to France. Unbelievably, for the nicest,
politest man | have ever know, he’s a Peckham
Boy and Millwall Season ticket holder [and of
course Surrey CCC; [for many years he was seen in
the company of his best friend Dave Slattery 1947
to 1954 RBS Manager. [Canterbury].
Ted Hayter 1945-1951 Glastonbury a legend
of words and humour Head Teacher St

Joseph’s Primary Sch., Cricketer. If you listen
to him probably the biggest advertisement
against National Service, didn't much like
Yorkshire. Started his career in a sleezy night-
club on the Thames. Managed to get into “The

Times” as the oldest opening batsmanin

England. A fantastic advert for you are as old as you act [he’s i
neve grown up fully]. COXA Chairman and Committee Member for WL HATE
seventy years. ...”they threw away the mould....”

Denis Quinn 1946 to 1954 Head Boy and Charterhouse, brilliant scholar, Committee
Chairman and loyal member, he fought to get our
Building Fund back, but HM Gov’t won. Played
football and cricket for both School and Old Boys and
donated his beautiful cricket blazer to our Archive.
Denis was very proud of winning the Senior High
Jump on School Sports Day, with the “Western Roll”.
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63. The “Forties” the pear that goes “on and “on”

Henry Pinsent 1944 to |
= 1951 Charterhouse -

B “ [footballer and
¥ — ‘dﬁ[

r% athlete]. What a man,

Again falls into the
o= = |egend, humble,

Prusen Srarting  1n Tue Oren 4O vos. . ‘
polite categories .

Amazing fitness in both body and mind . Excelled in Maths and
rose to the position of Senior Maths Lecturer at Chelsea College,
University of London. Headed that old leather football as if it was a
beachball, his “leaps” to head the ball were amazing, even as an older man. Sorely missed.

John Keenan 1947-54 [Captain Glastonbury] School 1st XI Cricket Capt.
Manager of Castrol Oil [Wakefield] Chairman of COXA. . John was
Chairman from 1971 - 1974. John's played football for COXA 1st XI but
his real passion and talent was at cricket. John was an outstanding

s cricketer [left hand fast bowler] took 133 wickets in one season for his
chosen team - Old Thorntonians!!!

Denis Gamber 1945 to 1954 was another unforgettable Clapham Old Xaverian. He had a
fabulous sense of humour and quote “was areal gentleman”. In “real life” Denis was a
Bank Manager. But he “came alive” in COXA. In those early days having a car was a great
way of being selected for the Lower Teams. Somehow Denis managed to get a goalkeepers
shirt and what looked like “Biker’s Gauntlets” and with this tools was selected at 4th XI
Captain. His goal kicks were toe punts and he wasn’t very agile [he was getting on], but he
was accepted by his young team as skip and keeper. All the other duties, hospitality, subs,
lifts and reporting back to Derek Rowe we a doddle for Denis. He was a footballer made
for Old Boys football. Denis was of Italian decent [ real name Denis Gamberosso] his
daughter is a mutual friend of The Frank Barretta family.

Peter Freddi 1944 to 1949 was another Xaverian who gave years of service to the COXA
Committee and was a talented well-liked sportsman . Peter worked in Insurance and had a
“Kensington address and he loved his football.

Apologies if the Pen Pictures of the Boys of the Forties went on too long, but there was so
much on them in the Archive, it could have been even longer. They clearly were the solid
foundation this Association was built on; it is great that in 2022 some will see this tribute.
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