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“The Nineties” 1990 to 1999 



1. 125 Years of Clapham College                                           

The 1990s - last days of the Millennium 

We start the decade as Clapham Od Xaverians, an Old Boys Association with no “feeder 

school”. Clapham College finally shut towards the end of the 1980s, the rump of the 

College had a small, decreasing roll and fewer boys joined COXA. It meant that the Old 

Boys looked to the feeder schools such as St Thomas the Apostle and Sacred Heart for 

young men to play football and cricket and eventually extend the life of Clapham Old 

Boys into the new Millennium. This did work in the short term with talented                           

sportsmen from St Thomas’s and Sacred Heart joined COXA, but the flow eventually 

dried up and the club went “open” and for the first time in it’s 75 year history COXA 

accepted Members from outside a “feeder” set of Catholic schools. The dark spectre of 

the Old Boys “dying out” in the near future was contemplated, with the loss of support 

for the ground at Norbury and the possible loss of the ground altogether.  Doom was 

on the horizon, yet unlike many other Old Boys Associations who folded, COXA seemed 

to go from strength to strength. The links with SFX and it’s Principals meant social 

events and the Remembrance Mass continued to run successfully. In 1997,the    

Thanksgiving Centenary celebrations of the Xaverians at Clapham, were some of the 

largest and most successful events ever. Against all the odds the Xaverian Association 

were to enter the new Millennium larger, more progressive and as successful as ever. 

Much of this was down to faithful and loyal members and a hard-working Committee. 

 



2. 1997 Centenary Mass at SFX marking 100 years of Clapham Xaverians 



3 1998 Invitation to the Centenary Buffet 



Bryan Snalune became the 1st Principal of SFX in 1985, a Yorkshireman from Sheffield, started teaching 
1960 at Wimbledon College. He taught French and Spanish. By the 1970s he had become Deputy Head. 
In 1977 he was appointed Headteacher of Bishop Thomas Grant School in Streatham. In the 1980s, a  
Diocesan Education Plan stated that there would a Catholic Sixth Form Colleges at Clapham College. 
Clapham College itself would move to Battersea, prior to closing . Bryan Snalune was appointed the 
first Principal of St Francis Xavier College, a position he held for ten years until retirement. Thanks to 
Bryan it became an outstanding Catholic Sixth Form college. His excellent work had been rewarded. 

4. The Mass of Celebration for 100 years of Xaverians on the Nightingale Lane site 



5. The Chairman’s Lunch at the Surrey Oval, a major event 

in the Centenary Year 



6. Old Boys Roll of Honour & Old Boys honoured by the FA 



7. Exhibition of Clapham Old Boys Memorabilia at SFX 



8. Xaverians at the 1997 Centenary Dinner 



9. Xaverians celebrating the 100 Xaverian Years 



10. More Xaverians raising a glass at the Centenary Dinner 



11. Final set of Photos from Derek’s celebration at Norbury 



12.   Letter from John Condon             

and 1990s Golfing Awards 



13. 1994 Xaverians sponsor Queen’s Park 



14. 1993 COXA Tribute Dream Team 



15. “Signed Notes” from COXA Football Tours, only tourists and MOBAC can explain 



16. 1991 - the Old Fogey’s begin their 30 year journey 



17. Br Ambrose writes on Br, Stephen RIP  



18. The Chairman’s Report 1997 



19. Brian Sanders completes his Chairman’s Reports 1997 



20. Cecil’s notes for his speech at the Thanksgiving Supper 



21. 1997 The “hundred Club grows in the “400 Club” in 1997 



22. Old Xaverian Life Members in 1998 



23.1997 David Murtagh , a proud cousin, plus other Murtagh news. 



24. Pete Brennan, yes, Pete Brennan “Top Man of 1991”! 



25.Sad day for Clapham Old Xaverians-Derek Rowe RIP 



 
26. Derek Rowe would have loved to have been there - Norbury Celebrates Derek’s life 



27. COXA Celebrates the Life & Service to the Old Xaverians of Derek Rowe  

Nice to see Wilson made an effort 

Was Gary old enough to drink? 



27. Huge crowd at Norbury celebrates Derek’s contribution to Old Boys Football 



29.1991 COXA Football Tour to New York to play Golf 



30. 1992 The COXA Cricket Tour to Jersey 



31. 1992 Cricket Averages and Ted Hayter - the records man 



1994 

32. 1994 The first COXA Vets Football Tour to Bury St Edmunds 



33.1993/1994 - A great deal of sad news reported in Clapper 



34. 1994 D-Day remembered  - 50th Anniversary event - Norbury 



35. Another 1990s Football Tour - Berlin 



1995 

36. COXA 1994 Cricket Tour to the Isle of Wight 

Phil Roderick –Jones correctly noticed the “Tour Photo” in 

Chapter 10 was a decade too early [….what only one?] 



1995 

37. Good news and Frustrated news reaches the Clapper Editor 



1995 

38. Somehow a report of the 1984 Football Tour ended up in a 1994 Clapper - still a good read. 



39. 1995 - A bout of Poor Humour “hits” Clapper– what only one letter? 



40. Catching up on 1990s “gossip” - lots of good news 



41. 1994 -  The “Lefties” Clubhouse Tales III. 

Were there “Clubhouse Tales 1 & 2 [I can’t find them …] 



42. Tom Marshall - sorely missed -                

   a great teacher -  a great man. 



43. 1994 - ”Nobody likes us - one [at least] cares” 



44. “Brothers” in the Xaverian brotherhood - Colin Garvey 



45. 1995 COXA Cricket - ”Clapped Out” -May 1995 cricket news 



46. The 1997 Mayfield Picnic - what a great day out that was…. 



47. Brother Ambrose RIP  [tough teacher]     

retired; became a really nice bloke, loved COXA 



Think he heard Clapham had moved 

48. More on Brother Ambrose 



49. Clapham Old Xaverians Membership 1996 



50. Clapper 1994 - a true story from a northern Newspaper 



51.                The 1990s were really the decade for Tours..                                                        

here the Coventry Tour 1996 

This really was the Eamonn Taggart Tour, he organised it, knew 

everybody, weas everywhere and met almost all his relations. 



52. 1996 - Henry Pinsent wrote very little for Clapper                                  

           but here is article on his COXA friend Sir Nick Scott 



53. Henry’s story on Nick Scott continues…. 



54. 1996 Football Report - School [SFX] v Old Boys 



55. 1998/99 Football end of season Report 



56. The End of the Road for John McGuire                                                                                

[well for his football career at least] 



57. 1997 - COXA Vets v League Select XI 

This seemed a great idea and event. Possibly we should have made a effort to 

replicate the fixture for the 125th Anniversary. Maybe the more apt date would 

be 2027 when COXA reaches it’s Centenary. As I write, Clapham Old Xaverians 

have been active for almost as long as Clapham College itself - quite a feat! 



58 1998 Clapper 101 Years Edition 



59. Shock Horror - Ted Hayter retires [again] -  



60. 1997 - Gerry Salmon writes from Canada 

Possibly after a quarter of a century Gerry 

might write again? 



61. 1999 Following the success of the Centenary Buffet, it became an annual event. 



62. Personal  Obsession - sorry I love these buildings so I’ve added a few more…. 



63 ...and a few more [after all it was just like this in the 1990s.. 



Enough, Enough... 

64  Some more of Clapham College’s iconic buildings 



65. 1997  letter from Old Xaverian Nick Scott MP to Colin Garvey 



66. 1997 Eamonn Taggart celebrates ten years of COXA Golf 



67. COXA Golf Scores over the decade - sorry, no idea…. 



68. Oct 1995 COXA Teamsheet 



69. Football Teamsheet 30th Sept 1995 



70.1997 John Wollard - Long Service Award from the Football Association 



71. 1998 COXA join the Dulwich Hamlet 5-a-side Tournament 



       72. Sept 1998 Football Teamsheet 



73. November 1998 COXA Football Teamsheet 



74. 1998 Eamonn Taggart’s end of season report 



75. Cecil Pocock returns to Greendale USA in 1993 - Headline News 



76. 1991 Cricket Snippets 



77. “Norbury” Clapham Old Xaverians theatre of dreams 



Clapham College did not enter the 1990s, it had finally 

closed it’s doors after 90 years of educating South London 

boys. On it’s old site at Nightingale Lane, was St Francis      

Xavier 6th Form College. The magnificent building                       

constructed at Clapham had been converted into a purpose-

built College for Sixth Form students. It now opened on the 

Malwood Road entrance, with a primary school occupying 

Hollywood and Broadoak.                                                         

The Old Xaverians kept the “Clapham spirit” alive into the 

1990s. The Centenary Thanksgiving Celebrations for 100 

years of the Xaverians at Clapham was a stunning series of 

events which hundreds of Xaverians attended. During this 

period the Old Boys cemented their association with the  

Xaverian College and this bond was a major element in the 

continued success and growth of COXA.                                        

Sporting achievements and fantastic social events peppered 

the 1990s and more and more different ideas were intro-

duced to further enhance the Old Boys experience. There 

were 8/9 football teams, 3/4 cricket sides, Tours, Runs to 

Brighton, Fun Runs at Hyde Park, Motor Rallies, “D” and 

“VE”  Day events, the “Vets” became an on-going concern, 

the Remembrance Mass was well-attended, Quiz-nites at 

Norbury, 5-a-side tournaments. Pub Crawls and a growing 

Membership. No College was a bitter blow, but the Old Boys 

had real strength as they moved into the 21st Century. 

    End of the 20th Century COXA lives on into the new Millennium 


