Golf Winners, | recognise Brendan, David and Tom - who's the 4th Man?



Jake Richins - “Then and Now”...
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| Richins
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only he
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| added
“that”
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Jake’s poster [70s CC Disco] - thoughts on why Bro. Peter pulled it?
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Did any of you go on a school trip like this - USA 19697

Cecil and Eric, Brian Bryder, John Boyd, Mick Grice, Ernie Larkin,
Alex Fitzgerald went on a School Journey to Greendale, Massachusetts in
about 1969. Cecil was a legend in the US after his “Exchange Year” there.




Thounhts of Pour Chairman...

The Chairman’s Report January 2021

Dear friends and fellow Old Boys,

w 7 k K No Chairman’s Lunch, da-doo-doo-doo”, as ‘

Stevie Wonder famously didn’t sing....

“What a year”, as absolutely everybody did say. | will attempt to avoid
repeating my Christmas note, but that’s not so easy. By the time you read
this, lunch will have been, not-happened, and gone. Clapham Ramblers
will have not rambled for months, Clapham Footballers will be scratching
their heads and wondering whether their season will be stretched like last
season (and whether they will win another cup). The Famous Post-Lunch
Skiing Group will note that it’s a year since the freedom of the slopes was
theirs. Senior Association Members who gathered at Social Distances
outside the school on Remembrance Sunday was a triumph of respectful
ingenuity, but some very Senior Committee Members were still absent,
for obvious reasons and we have sorely missed the input of Brian Sanders,
Ted Hayter and Mick Power. Deputy Chairman Colin Garvey keeps us (me)
in check and on the right religious, cultural and social path. Mick and
Eddie O’Brien will have “enjoyed” a quiet January, given how much work
they (and Scotty) put into organisation of the Lunch.

Moving forward, your Committee have been meeting more, not less, often
and much work has been done auditing the Association, the Sports and
Social Club and our assets with a view to safeguarding the
Association’s cultural and financial future. The reader will be
pleased to know that the Association is in rude financial
good health.

....... CONTINUED OVERLEAF




ﬂ Chairman’s Report - continued ‘I

fl That is to say that we have ensured that those threats
Bl o our stability have been identified and reported upon.
. (e.g. the viability of the Clubhouse has been reaffirmed

and other possible fundraising gaps have been
addressed and resolved). For that, my thanks in particular to Brendan
Williams and Mick O’Sullivan. Please look out for and support a
(possible) Grand National Sweepstake, ingeniously devised by Aidan
Coletta, so go online and buy a £10 ticket when it’s available. “Enormous
prizes”! The 400 Club could use some new members, but that wouldn’t
be the case if some or all of the £12 mob renew with direct debits
(ahead of this month’s draw, then you’ll be in it).

You might even be able to see the draw live if plans for a Virtual Chair-
man’s Lunch move to fruition. | will be required to speak, | believe, and |
look forward to putting on a suit and tie for the laptop, drinking rather
too much, on my own, and winning the 400 Club “Bag of Sand” (again),
or at least announcing who did win it. See the website for details. The
previously cited Late, Late, Lunch is still on the cards, and as discussed,
will not be at the Oval (cricket season etc) but at another iconic venue
(to be finalised). Please try to support that function and know that in
January 2022 we will be back at The Oval, come what may.

It’s 2021; the vaccines (OK, pedants, the inoculations) are here, and the
greatest Old Boys’ Association in the world will be back to the Old
Normal sooner than you think.

Yours,

Chairman, Clapham Old Xaverians Association

David Leathem

6™ January 2021 (Happy Epiphany)




More on that Massachusetts Trip 1969 - “made the newspapers”

s W
BRITISH TEACHER VISITS—Mr. and Mrs.  who became acquamted with the BomeJ6 Fl‘téerdﬁ "{W‘* ‘Da?%v?@née‘ﬁ kin, 1

Frank Bottoni served coffee Wednesday in 1966 when he was an exchange teacher «Tope ( hind La: m), nd Brmn der ],7
mornifng to members of their family and a ‘Greendale hxgh school..In’ the foregrow Im-ef n f
g3 ?“5

group of visitors from Clapham college in 1 P8 L Cau ; th Bot onﬁ ba a{d 3 6

Londog, Engiand The mmﬁs which has }‘ermc Botto: eir d ing out in e

heen tBuring the United Statesitaissymmer, —The others votn loft) are e }mmﬁztﬁwﬁlﬁ e?m&? [oq ﬂs eianx 1})’1’:};’*

is heafled by Cecil Pocock (extremeiright), John Boyd,\l17; Michael Bottoni, 1 Tegl @ b‘?PE’nglﬁm*l Sﬁnak"v 42 oot 0
i 08 10 stizoqgmoo s "'.brsd oot 1 .

Continued from Page 4...An incredibly poor quality news-
paper article, it was almost “transparent [after 50 years]
and although hard to see [and read] it’s worth including in
Concordia. A School Trip to the USA from our small school,
only possible after Cecil had spent a year in Greendale on a
Teacher Exchange Scheme - “they”, of course “loved him!
Your editor was due to go [it was my Year—class of 1963 —
problem was the cost - was it a grand? You MUST look at
this article on online to get the full flavour [close-up]. The
headline “British Teacher Visits Mr/Mrs Frank Bottoni”



Rambling with the Xaberians

This was pIanned as a page about N
COXA Rambling - but has been
“kidnapped” to ramble on about
editorial. Most of the activities of the
Old Boys have come to a crushing halt
due to Covid, however, the Association
continues to live on and prosper in
these difficult times. Apologies are
due, bur hopefully understood.

COXA GOLF COMPETITION 2020

-

Remember to
Xavtridu whe

Coxn -0l
Doy Clafhe
o

REMEMBRANCE

n WLy W2

The activities on this page,
hopefully expanded on later
in this Concordia, have gone
ahead, but at a reduced
scale. | have been inundated
by articles and you'll see the
evidence of this, but | have
another “Concordia-full” of
others to add in the Spring!



“Yllogical” - hopefully not “irrelebant” Concordia continues.

This is a series of Cricket-related “pieces” | planned to add in the
Summer, but space was quickly filled, so I've added to our
“Christmas / New Year” edition. Cricket no longer “lives on” as a
COXA sporting Section, but the faces, stories, matches and memories
are still here for all. Ben Benedict has help me with this and more will
follow. | start with a team photo from Page 5 of the 1961 Concordia,
only SIXTY YEARS AGO—just look at those names!!

As 1 write, we have just completed our thirteenth fixture.
Six have been won, three drawn and four lost. The impression
of the season, so far, is one of great enthusiasm. It is almost
unfair to pick out individuals, because our success is mainly due
to all round team effort, but 1 must say that Tony Amura, John

e et
BL Fo-v
ny

e
‘:'J"‘ﬁ

THE CRICKET TEAM, 1961
Standing: S. Ward (umpire), J. Crouch, P. Gooch, W. McGrath, D. Quin,
P. Leeder, J. Bunce.
Secated: A. Amura, P. Barry, B. Sanders (captain), D. Cooper (vice-captain),
E. Hayter, C. Luke. :

3

It was a grainy photo

60 years ago



No apologies for the quality - please view on “either” of the COXA Websites
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These Cricket Scoresheets are a testimony to Stan Miller’s resilience,
not out, not out, not out, - finally got his “Ton” - congratulations
Stanley Thomas Miller - COXA “legend”. RIP 2007 - only 63 years old
- missed by all those who knew him - [think of just ONE Stan story!]




Cricket continued - more “illogicality”- [and Athletics!]

&

“Nets” in the
“Paddock” -
no names, but

great fun!

|Going out to bat - surely someone can put a
‘| “name” to this “face” from the 1960s?

-

Final cricket photo - again from the 1960s, who is showing off his
“classic” stance before a match? The problem with the Clapham
Archive of photos is that [unlike my recently departed Mum] nobody
wrote the name or date on the back of any the photos. I'm left with
my usual appeal for names, claphamoldxaverianarchive.com

| know this is “cricket” - but two more
“unmarked photos” - I'm sure Pete Wills




More Cricket Scorecards - Highlighting the “Benedict Fam/ly
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Shame on John Ryan - gate-crashing the Amura / Benedlct matchI

COXA GOLF COMPETITION - FRANK BARRETTA
Surrey Downs Golf Club - 25th Sept. 2020

COXA Golf staged a team competition to make up for the disappointment in June when
COVID-19 cancelled the COXA Golf Day. It was good to meet up with friends again in
these difficult times, and all twenty one players went home pleased with the day. A clo-
sure on the M25 and a last minute COVID-19 isolation meant that three players had to
drop out on the day The team competition was won by the awe-
inspiring team of David Leathem, Brendan Williams, Tom Mcloughlin and Mick
McLoughlin. The individual Stapleford competition was won by Tom McLoughlin who
brought his “game” at St Andrews to Surrey Downs and won with a score of 39 points.
91 points D Leathem (32) B Williams (33) T McLoughlin (39) M McLoughlin (30)

85 T Judge (37) M Burke (23) A O’Sullivan (37) M O’Sullivan (26) T

77 Denzil (23) T Rodway-Brown (29) D Lindo (33) P Schwenk (22) this means - but they

74 S McGuire (22) J Flynn (36) D Hackshaw (32)
64 M Powell (20) C Bygraves (28) T Dillnut (31)
61 C Smith (24) A Coletta (24) P Smith (21)

seemed to enjoy

themselves - Ed




Brian Sanders on cricket amazed that 50 years of cricket = 2 sides [but no photos!]

While most of the matches | played in for COXCC took place in the
afternoon, the Sunday side had two long-standing fixtures which were all
-day, against Beckenham CC and Harrods, played at Barnes. One of the
Harrods games stands out in my memory. The home side won the toss
and batted first amassing a total of 296, as far as | recall, easily the
biggest total we had ever conceded. We won that game by nine wickets!
Our heroes on that day were Stan Miller and Carlos Freese, who both
made centuries and John Hickey, who hit a big fifty. | cannot remember
their individual scores, 50 odd years ago ,| think. [Is Carlos 70? Ed]

PS. Close on 600 runs in a day must surely be some sort of record! Just

read the latest. Congrats, again. Afraid | can't be of any use re old class
register, but | can confirm that Bro. Columba and Bro. Cook are one and
the same. | even had the privilege of sampling his culinary skills. He fed
me eggs and bacon and crusty bread and butter when | stayed after
school to set up the Careers Evening on one occasion.( Perhaps | could
do an article on those.) And, much earlier in time, when | was in the
6th. form, the Brothers organised whist drives from time to time,
presumably to encourage socialising between parents and/or staff, but |
could be wrong on that. These took place in the gym and during the
interval refreshments were served, consisting of tea and Bro. Cook's rock
cakes. Those of us who volunteered as waiters were allowed to partake
of the leftovers. If my memory serves me well, the cakes were excellent
Old photos? I'll see what | can find ...... Brian

" s -

No Sanders photos,
so | added this

random one




Photograph of the 1938 Clapham OId Xaverian cricket
team that played Brighton Old Xaverians, at Hassocks.

Clapham Old Xaverians (above) v. Brighton Old Xaverians
at Hassocks, near Brighton, on Sunday, 31st July, 1938.

Back Row (left to right) : ]. J. Wilson, W. J. Madigan, F. Stephenson,
P. Newton, T. B. O'Sullivan, D. Wall, C. Higginson.
Front Row (left to right) : R. Pierce, D. Jones, ]. Wilcock, K. Riley.

Cricket has always, will always have, a special place in our
memories and Xaverian History. | have already mentioned
the Xaverian Archive; claphamoldxaverianarchive.com.
Go to the “Sports” and “Cricket” Sections - find the many
photographs without names, and please get in touch and
share with myself. If you have a story send that on too...

Scotty Macdonald
29 Greenhurst Dr., East Grinstead, West Sussex RH19 3NE
or email me at:- donmiamac1234@sky.com



The “Rayer Archives” - 1932 GCE - bet Degree students couldn’t do this today!

UNIVERSITY OF LONDON

GENERAL SCHOOL EXAMINATION
MipsomMMER, 1932
FRENCH

. Mrs. E. C. BEarman, M.A.
Eraninas A. H. StzmicuaT, Esq., M.A.

TUESDAY, June 21.—Afternoon; 2 to 5
[N.B.—Great importance 1is aitached to the English
rendering of Section 1 and to grammatical accuracy
wn Secitons 11 and 111.

Candidates are strongly recommended to spend
some time in studying Sections I and II before
beginning to write. '

All sections of the paper are to be attempted, and
each part of Section 1 should be started on a fresh page.]

Section I
Translate into English :—

(@) Je m’étais assis & la terrasse d'un café; je me
trouvais dans cet heureux état d’ame qui vous intéresse
& tout, — & la feuille que le vent emporte, & ce monsieur
inconnu, la-bas, aux moineaux qui grattent le pavé.
Je me mis & regarder les voitures. Une venait assez
lentement, la rue a cet endroit montant un peu; et, par
la portiére de gauche, s’envolaient des morceaux de
papier déchirés menu.

Tout & coup, — ceci est long a raconter, mais dut
se passer en moins d’un quart de minute, — tout & coup
je vis s’échapper de la portiére non plus de voltigeants
petits papiers, mais une lettre tout entiére, froissée,
roulée en boule.

. Au méme moment, la téte du voyageur apparut :
un lorgnon, un cigare, et des moustaches noires. Re-
grettait-il un moment d’impatience ¢ Voulait-il retrouver

[The “things” we Xaverians keep!]




Cecil’s Golden Jubilee letter of 2001

Get a microscope - or

Snapshot of 1951

A Golden Jubilee

read online on Website

['am celebrating a Golden Jubilee! It was in Septem- 'The Easter trip to Paris, organised by Mr. Gilmore
|ber, 1951, that [ joined the Staff of Clapham College | and Mr. Rathborn, (why didn’t I go, I wonder?) was,
as the number two in the History Department— in a | I am sure, its usual great success with staff and pu-

department of two!

[ am not going to indulge in a nostalgic retrospective
of these 50 years— I did that, to some extent, at the
Centenary Dinner in 1997.

Instead I have taken one year of that fifty, 1960-
1961, because that year illustrated, as well as any,
what it was like to be a member of what was a very
happy and surprisingly vigorous school community.
The Headmaster, of course, was Bro. Peter who pre-
sided over the school community with an inimitable
blend of laconicism, wry humour and shy kindness.

| There were a few staff changes. Of the old guard, the
| school lost Harry Escott and Bro. Xavier and a very
| popular young teacher, Ted Johnston. They were re-
| placed by Bro. Cajetan and two very bright and ac-
‘ tive young teachers in Bob Cummings and Bill Kidd.
| The school captain— wait for it!- was Colin Garvey
ably supported by Kevin Williamson, Peter Keenan,
| Tony Cleather, and John (Karl) Sabbagh as House
| Captains. The Prefect Room was a very lively area
| with Terry Cain, Tony Gilford, Phil Gray, Tony
| Morrish, Ben Schwenk, and P.Noakes. Yes, the cali-
| bre really was very high.

Academically it was a good year with 67% OL and
68% AL passes— both above the national average.
John Sabbagh won a place in King’s College, Cam-
|bridge— one of the few Oxbridge entrants which
| Clapham produced.

| The curriculum, of course, was heavily circum-
{scribed by the archaic conditions in which we
worked. Teaching aids, for most of us, consisted ex-
clusively of blackboard and chalk but—what a revo-
lution—the school acquired its first TV set and tape
recorder! Otherwise, we were at the mercy of the
geography department if we wanted to show a film
or slides.

| pils taking full advantage of French culture, history
| and wine!
| The usual Summer Camp at Mayfield was replaced |
\by a most memorable mini-bus camping tour in ‘
i France and Switzerland, organised by Mr. Cum- |
mings. I still look back on that trip as one of the most |
1 enjoyable holidays I can remember—perfect |
| weather, glorious scenery and a great bunch of lads. |
! In between these four memorable trips there was a ]
| plethora of visits and events. |
| There were the history visits to Hampton Court, The |
| Tower, St. Albans and the Houses of Parliament, |
| (with a personal introduction by Dudley Smith,
| MP.) a Down walk organised by Bro. Christopher, a
visit to the Stock Exchange (now who organised that,
| T wonder, and why?) to the Picasso exhibition and to |
| Camberwell Art School, To Sadlers Wells Opera, the
| Wakefield Mystery Plays and the NFT . |
| The school produced an excellent magazine, ‘The
| Clapham Xaverian’, with John Sabbagh as editor and
| very attractive Christmas Cards were designed by
Mr. Rathborn. Finally, Tony Morrish ran a very suc-
cessful Tuck Shop in the playground—though not
always with to Bro. Peter’s approval.
The sporting year was very successful. Athletics had
seen a great renaissance in the Spring and Summer
| of 1960 under the inspiring captaincy of Mick Tur-
‘ vey and with such outstanding athletes as Ben Ho- |
| gan, David Whitehouse, David Cordeict and Mick |
| Gowan. The climax was the winning of the senior
shield in the South London Grammar Schools meet-
ing at the White City.
Similarly, in soccer, the school had two excellent
| years. In 1959/60, under Ben Hogan’s captaincy, the |
| 1 XT won 20, drew 2 and lost only two games. The
| Old Xaverians were decisively beaten in both games |

Speech Day took place in Battersea Town Hall. The | played by 8- 2 and 4—0 respectively! In 1960/61, |
speaker was ClIr. J.J. Keen, who had a son in the | under Colin Garvey, 17 games were won, 5 drawn |
school and the chair was taken by Brother David,  and 5 lost. Terry Cain, Phil Gary and Colin Garvey |
Chairman of the Governors, see Obits. | played for the London Grammar Schools. |
The four main and regular school activities of the | Cricket in 59/60, with Will McGrath as captain did-

i year followed the usual pattern. |n’t do as well with 3 wins, 4 draws and 5 defeats

The school play ,"The strong are Lonely”, (in the BUT the OXs. Were beaten by 10S runs to 46.
Autumn term), produced by John Gibb and myself So there you have it—one year in the life of Clap-
was one of the best-if not THE best —of all the post- ham College. When you think how small the school
war productions. It was made so by an outstanding 'was-380 at its apex —and how limited our facilities
and most moving performance as the Jesuit Provin- | were, it really is remarkable how much was

cial by Peter Smith. The Jesuit Provincial has now 'achieved. |
| been trans mogrified into the present Bishop of East | This was due to the enthusiasm of both staff and pu-

| Anglia! John Sabbagh was responsible for the set pils. That’s why this golden jubilee really means
;and the sound effects and John Gilhooley and Rich- something to me. It reminds me of the job which
|ard Benson were also impressive in their respective gave me immense pleasure and satisfaction and the

| rolls school in which I was privileged to be able to do that
iThe Carol Service was, as always, a particularly  job!

| warm and happy occasion. Mr Smith produced a re- Yes, Happy Golden Jubilee to me!

I markably high standard of singing Cecil Pocock

Also from all Clapham Old Xaverians!




Clapham College 1948 - "appeals” from The Headmaster, Br Nicholas

CIAFHAN COLLECE,
S.4.

MARCH, 1048,

¥y desr Parents,

I have to b £0 your notice three Lmportant
points with regard tol:ﬂnoolb olpn.nox.

- “Uge"d PUpeY €y aboentt For nore than thrss days the o
paronst nmust send a lotter to the School atating the
resson for auch sabgonce; for a natter of cne or two days
the letter must be brought by the pupil when ho returns.

Too many pupils are late in the mornings, School
begins at 9—13 St Puplls aro liadle to be u:ne hane 1r
they are late without bringing & lotter of excuse.

The Homework does not,in t ocnoses,receive sufficient
tine or osre. It is the paren ' duty to holp the School
by exsnining thelir sons' Homeworks.You will £ind the
Terminal Reports have been set out partioularly to help in
this ropect.Hamework 1s given in two or three subjects
every n:ﬁ“. The parengt of the senior pupils are asked to
PRy part lar attention to this matter s success in the
Sehool Cortificats and the Higher Sohool depends on At,

THE SCHMOOL BUILDING FUKD. OODJECTIVE - £30,000,

I shoulld 1ike to express our sppreoiation of the
parents who falthfully sentinue to sontributs to this
bl:;;or t Pund, 80 few do contribute.lf every fanily vo

tan
“ﬁmmmmooo«mm be
e .

Also wo are very toful to those fanilies whn
enorously respondiod the Lenten pecl which ralsed
&8,::‘ only 91 families out aof 256 fanilies
Tesp .

hava'in Fhis grest Sadks Tin Mo Hoiny belp we
Ave s olle o8
390 Gremnar Schosl Pl.u;a for sowo 22 mhho?m the
Dioccese of Southwark yet no finsncial help in any way Lo
g{:\rmu bz the Diocess to meot the needs of this

andary ation. We must rely an the help of parenta,.

THE GAFDEN PARTY on SATURDAY,JUNZ 26%th,

Help us to ralso £800 on this occcasion.

Iadlos can sew,lnit or maXe sario articles for the
Fancy Goods Stall, lien can malce ocese useful wooden articles
or toyce The boys can sell at loast two books of Tickets omch
for the GRAD

Articles in the cupboards which are of no use to you may

Very usoful to scmecne 0lae:hooks you have reed and do
not want, Pleaso sond ¢ tiing along and wo shall obtain
e sale. It sounds hpouzao,bu perhaps oven sdmée parents
can send us i1ca to make up PARCEILS FOR AUCTION - a mo3t
luctrative Stall,

PLEASE IN EVERY POSSIBLE WAY HELP US 20 MAISE 8300

AT THE
GARDEN PARTY ON SATURDAY - JUNE 26th,
e ended up raising over Thank yous :
£20,000, which was nicked Yowrs sincorely,

by the Gov't - shame! B . RicHetan,
By




Physical Geography - Brother Christopher, Geomorphology and Emigration

Here is a story about coincidence, concerning physical geography, especially
geomorphology, taught by Br Christopher, in the mid late 1960’s. Some of you may
recall that the geomorphology textbook had pictures of landforms in New Zealand.
The one | remember most, is one of a group of skiers looking down on the steaming
crater lake of Mt Ruapehu. To a 16 year old from Walworth, those skiers seemed to
be from another world, where the jet set did exciting things, like skiing on active
volcanoes. | wanted to do that, to be there.

In 1971 | moved to Wellington, New Zealand, and in 1980, | leased the house of Mr
Paul Cotton, who was a New Zealand diplomat. He had been posted as ambassador
to Greece and Kenya. NZ often doubles up like that. There was a limited budget.
There were still only 3.3m people in NZ in those days.

The house was a large mid-19" century bungalow, in Thorndon, the oldest part of
Wellington. It had 20 ft square rooms, with 12 ft ceilings, a large garden at the front,
overlooked by a 40 foot veranda. It had a lemon tree and a large fridge freezer. All
we needed was the gin and the tonic. “Party, party” was the motto of that house.
My bedroom (you know the dimensions) had an office desk circa 1930 and a
matching reclining office chair, made of wood, with a rattan seat and back. It was
very high spec for its time. | loved it. Little did | know where | was sitting.

I had skied on Mt Ruapehu many times, but | had not made the climb up beyond the
ski field to stand on the crater rim, which | had always wanted to do since seeing the
photo in the geomorphology textbook. About a year after | leased the house, my
girlfriend and | were on our way up to the Bay of Islands. Ruapehu is in the middle of
the North Island. We were passing it in brilliant summer weather and | came up with
the idea of climbing it. We stopped at a nearby motel. The next day was cloudless
and windless, so we climbed it in tennis gear. Ruapehu is currently 9,177 feet (there
are a lot of feet in this story). It changes with each eruption. We got to the summit,
the Dome, and stood roughly where the skiers were, in the textbook. You may find
this ascent hard to believe, but you should realise that we drove to the ski field car
park at 5,350 feet (more feet) and from there, it’s basically a long hill walk up
through the ski field.

The next year, the owner’s son returned from Greece and moved in to the flat at the
back of the house, which had formerly been the servant’s quarters. He was to attend
Victoria University of Wellington, which has a Cotton building on the campus. | asked
if there was a family association. He said it was named after his grandfather, whose
desk was in my bedroom. “What did he do?” “He invented the science of
geomorphology.”

| was sleeping in the room, that was the study of the man, who wrote the textbook, |
had read in the geography room. | had come full circle, from Clapham and the rea-
son | climbed the mountain, to the room where the book was written. But here is
another coincidence. His Christian names were Charles Andrew, the same as mine,
only he had a KBE. I’'m working on it. He was Sir Charles Andrew Cotton. How’s that?
No feet in that paragraph. Well there are now, but no dimensions. There was some
coincidence though.  Charles Andrew Efford [CC 1961/68] “A”, Walsingham



Clapham College - Catholic “roots”,
hymn sheet from Friday Benediction
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Be proud - sing it out aloud - maybe we’ll try it again on Remembrance Sunday 2021
[if allowed]. Remember folding back the partitions of the 4th & 5th Year classrooms?




Non-payment of Membership Fees - 1966

Some of the names on the list are “shocking” - Coletta, Smith, Luke,
Browne, Morrish, Spivak, Carpenter and McGuire... surely you were
not all short of a “bob, or two”. People often ask “What does the
Committee do?” - well the compiling of this list of a yearly basis was a
key task. There was also the difficultly of a “telephone-less” society
and the gamble had to be made on whether to invest on the cost of a
stamp for a possible “deserter”. It’s interesting that John Gilhooly just

dipped across the line in time.

o] ENTIAL

LIST OF PERSONS WHO AT 20TH MARCH 1966 HAD NOT RENEWED
THEIR MEMBERSHIP HAVING PAID IN PREVIOUS YEAR

*HURWORTH D.
JONES A.O.
KIDD W.R.

*LAMBERT P.

*LISHMAN T.J.
LUCKHURST L.I. 2>0n
LUKE C.E.

*LUZMINSKI

*MoCORMACK M.
MoGUIRE J.T.
MASON D.F.
MAYOR I.C.
MEADE M.P.

*MEADOWS R.

*MOORE J.
MORRISH A.O.
MULVIHILL P.G.
MURPHY M.E.P.

*MURFHY Peter

*NELLA J.

#01CONNOR K.J.
OSBORNE F.

*O'SULLIVAN G.
PEPPER W.
PRINCE Chris

NOTE: PERSONS MARKED * WERE SCHOOL LEAVERS SEPT. 1964 AND THEREFORE
HAD 4 FREE YEAR 1964/65 - DUE TO START PAYING THIS YEBAR 1965/66.




“Mix and Match” - does the top picture here match the 2nd photo on Page 22?

£ o

Pages 21 & 22 are a mystery - any thoughts “older” Xaverians?

Think this photo taken from Broadoak, matches the top photo on the next page




Phot gaphs with no detail on the back-1930s/1960s?

e

- Z4

o S

1930s School Fete on the green in front of Broadoak, | can see the

gymnastics “Display Team” and visitors, the bunting is mandatory

———

- incredibly smart “turn-out” - proper Grammar School look.

Late 1960s Bishop Amigo visit, Br. Peter and Br. Chris “bringing up the rear”.




1960s “Carry on Camping” at Mayfield College

Mayfield was so close to Clapham, in
so many ways, but without Cecil
Pocock and his drive for “the great
outdoors”, most of us would have
travelled no further than Morden! Can
| see a “Coletta” in the group?

“Under |y
canvas”
Digging
Latrines,
“Sporty
Gear”;
Exciting
times -
20 miles
| from
London!
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“Bradleyite” [Manchester] written by the Xaverian novices - 1967

& Mick McGrath, Tim Kelly, Ross

s B R AD I_ Ev | T E Westcott, Pete Bransfield, Paul
Grizeri decimated the “class of
1963 at Clapham by moving up to

Vol. 4 No. 3 St. Francis Xavier Juniorate Summer, 1967

Manchester to train as Xaverian

~ Brothers. Their vocations did not
last long and they returned to
Clapham; being Man Utd
supporters could be a clue. Paul
ended up as Professor of
Economics at Portsmouth Univer-
sity- he always had the look of a
Professor, NOT a Brother!] Tim
Kelly returned to be a legend in

VENI SANCTE SPIRITUS

r . o
__ Vocation Minded Old Boys
” In a recent edition of 'Concdrdia', the official organ of the
Clapham Old Xaverians Association, in an article on vocations,
the fact was mentioned that out of five new aspirants at the
{juniorate three were from Clapham.

Of the BRADLEYITE itself, it says, '"The Bradleyite is the
juniorate's own excellently produced newsletter.""

It also gives news of the profession and investiture cere-
mony last September 8th. Special mention is made of Len
Fletcher, now Brother Patrick, who pronounced first vows,
and who ‘was in the lower school at Clapham before joining
the juniorate, 7 ' ‘

The Old Boys ‘of Clapham are showing their concern for the
Xaverian Brothers! need for vocations by organising a cam-
paign of prayer. It is a very comforting thought to know that
while we are at Mass in the morning, somewhere there l5:a
Clapham ©ld Boy offering Mass with us and for us. '

‘ T. Kelly
“wie o Continued......... .



Clapham boys in Manchester - Bradleyite..continued

SPORT

Football |

Our football season started\J
with an easy victory over a |
select school team, This |
game seemed to bring out |
the best of our players, !
especially Andrew Roclawski'l
who scored four fine goals' in'
our 9-2 victory. (

In our second game we also
played well, but, being up
against tougher opposition, we
only won 4-3.
fought game, Mike Curtis gave
the best performance, scormg
two goals.

In our most recent match /|
against the Salesians of Pott
Shrigley, we started the under-
dogs and by half-time had
amply justified the position,
being 2-0 down. However,
our team never stopped try-
ing and were justly rewarded |
when Frank Kane headed the |
ball into the net despite the |
close attention of their defence\
But this did not deter them, and
they scored four second half
goals before the whistle blew
for full time.

IN SH

In a tense, hard—‘

QFTI

Basketball

Our first basketball game this
year was against St. Pius X.
The Juniorate started slowly
but soon wiped out an initial =
deficit of four points and then
surged into the lead. In the
second half we never looked
like losing and ran out fairly
comfortable winners, 31-19.

Our second game against the
Mill Hill Juniorate was much

closer, and it was not until
~the last ten minutes that we

pulled away to win, 27-20.
Tony Ricks was the leading
scorer in both these matches.

However, our basketball sea-
son finished on a slightly lower
note when in an inter-school
tournament we were knocked
out in a very close game in the
first round, losing 19-18,

M. McGrath

Donning my “investigative hat”, |
found this Bradleyite Magazine,

which must have been sent down
to the “Brothers” at Clapham due

to the articles by the Clapham boys. | can
understand the sports story from Mick McGrath
[but basketball??]. The article on page 26
“Vocations” by Tim Kelly just doesn't sit right!
150th Anniversary badge [Manchester] ......
125th year celebrations for Clapham in 20227




Nosta/gia continued - 1945, return from Somerset to Clapham College

CLAPHAM COLLEGE
at BISHOP FOX'S SCHOOL,
-~ TAUNTON. -

To the Parents. “$

The Eastor holiday bogins on Wednosday,
March 28th,,and lasta for onc wooke

Icasons for all the pupiles will begin
on Thursday,.ipril Sth.at 9-45 a.n.

All classds wlll attond at tho 3lshop
Fox's School.

Thore will not bo any classos noxt Torm
nt Claphan College in Londone

Boys who have to bo ro-billotod willl bo
notified by the Billuting Officor when thoy
must roturn.

Tho paronts are earnestly raquuated to
mako suro thoir sons roturn to Taunton in timo
for logaons on april 5th.Tho billoting problom
is wvery difficult and was mede more complicated o>
still aftor the Christmas hollday by tho
puaronts! fallure to send the boys back on tho
day appointed.Falluroc to comply with school
discipline and arrangements results in loss of
billots,loes of schooling and unnocusosary
added burdons to billoting and school authoritics.

The rosoan for this short holiday 1s two-
fold.First,it onsures the ninlmmn loss ¢f billets
since onc weok's nbsonco frem a billet dooa not
nocessitate the withdrawal of tho billoting
form with,ofton,n consequant loss of billot,
Sucondly,if the war in Buropr should turminato
within tho noxt month,the school wonld return
to London and wo then would be compoulled to
grant a fortnight's holiday so that we might
prepare the Collego in London for complote
school worl.In viow of the Junc Public Exmms,.
nnd of thoe loss of thia fortnight 1t has boon
doomod ndvigablo to onswroe as rmach schooling

R4 .

I look to the parents to co-opurate to
the full in thoesc arrangomonss for what wo hopo
will be thoe last Tormn wo spund in a roecoption
Arci,

Tho Headnastor.

I implore you - fading vision - poor copying - look online [in colour too]

claphamoldxaverianarchive.com or claphamoldxaverians.co.uk




Clapham boys on a mountain and CAKE [circa 1960]

There is a connection, Brother Joseph was “the mountaineer” and his
“leaving cake” - before his tragic trip to Africa. In the photo, John

Utting, Conduct [with fag], Bill Kidd; others names/location please.




The ob//gatory Prefects photograph”

heii”

This is not just another photo on the steps of Broadoak, but a request
for detail. | recognize some of the faces, but | need one of those
“new” prefects to drop me a line and give me the full line-up, Scotty




Chairman’s AGM Report for 2020 COXA & COXASS

A very good year for The Old Xaverians, not least given the extraordinary
events outside of our control. The Lunch in January 2020, was an
unmitigated success. There followed an Association response to the
COVID-19 situation of which we should be satisfied, perhaps proud. The
Committees have performed admirably, remotely in a 21%-Century style,
and this AGM is further proof of our resilience and our continuing
service to the Association.

Where possible, Association events have been skilfully accommodated,
or re-scheduled. The Somme Trip is under control and booked for May/
June 2021. The nascent Ramblers’ Group have achieved several walks
which have been well-attended. The Golf Day became an informal
championship, but well attended. The winding-up of the Cricket Section
was a sad moment for everyone, but nonetheless inevitable, and
handled as well as could be hoped. The Football Section endured a
coruscating renaissance process, but robustly met that challenge.

It is to be hoped, even at time of writing (15" October) , that the
Remembrance Mass will go ahead.. [Sadly it was cancelled, but a small
group did meet on the Common at the front of the College to celebrate
the lives and sacrifices of those on our Rolls of Honour and to reflect on
those Xaverians who what died since 2019 .] We have lost several
members to whom the Committee owes a debt of gratitude, most
notably our former Chairman, Denis Quin, and our spiritual leader and
self-styled “Battersea boy”, Archbishop Peter Smith. In the spirit of Old
Xaverians everywhere, we have tried, and succeeded in keeping in touch
with members, and a Committee (and others’) visit to former chairman
Alan Webber on the Sussex coast was an example of this, another
highlight. No Committee member escapes my gratitude and praise for
their work over the past 12 months Thank you to those, and thank you
to the wider Association Membership for their work and their support of
their Committee and Chairman. David Leathem 15" October 2020



COXA Chairman - a auspicious list of Xaverians

1928-1931 Bill Donovan
1931-1932 Rev. Br. Aloysius CFX
1933-1934 Rev. Br. Bernadine CFX
1939-1945 Phil Trumper
1945-1946 Horace Davies
1946-1947 Bill Donovan
1947-1948 Bill Holland
1948-1950 John Pinder
1950-1951 John Woollard
1951-1952 1.J. Wilson This is a collated list,
1952-1953 Alan Thomas through letters they
1953-1955 Tony Kirkdale wrote, reports in
1955-1958 Denis Quin Cordordias and
1958-1959 Frank Mulvihill many a vague
1960-1961 Brian Sanders :‘hee”;‘;::'es e
1961-1964 John Crouch

— correct, maybe the
1964-1966 Pat Griffin “ y o

years” might be a

1966-1968 Ted Hayter little “out of kilter”.
1968-1971 Tony Morrish But it is important
1971-1974 John Keenan to record their
1974-1975 Tom Ennis service to this
1975-1979 David Martin Association.
1979-1983 Mick Powell Any amendments or
1983-1986 Alan Webber corrections will be
1986-1991 John Mansi happily taken
1991-1997 Brian Sanders onboard.
1997- 2003 Eddie O’Brien Scotty
2003-2010 Brendan Williams
2011-2018 David Leathem ﬂ




“The Brothers” by Brother Christopher from COXAN 1970

For those still interested in the “Brothers” — this was an up-date record of the
Brother in England, from Brother Christopher in 1970 in the very first COXAN
[which replaced Concordia]

“Brother Christopher, who remains as Head of Geography at Clapham, and
living at Twickenham, has kindly provided the Editor with an up to date
record of the whereabouts of the other Brothers”

The new Provincial is Brother Cyril, Headmaster at Manchester; his
predecessor as Provincial, Brother Goderick leaves for Kenya on 26th
September.

Brothers Dunstan and Matthias are now both at Bradley House in the grounds
at Mayfield where Br. Columba is installed as cook. Also, on the staff at
Mayfield, are Brothers David, Ambrose, Steven, Damien and Thomas More.
Manchester has claimed Brother Cajetan as Superior, and Brother Peter as
Deputy Headmaster; the teaching staff also includes Brothers Sylvester and
Kiernan. Brother Leo is also attached to the staff at Manchester and Brother
Alphonsus is there in retirement. Brother Anselm is Superior at the House of
Formation at Twickenham”

All unfortunately have now passed away + May they Rest in Peace +

Three Photographs of Brother Dunstan,
Brother Joseph, in glasses, [and A.N.Other]




Cecil Pocock 1948 Jesus Terrace Lodgings, Cambridge

UNIVERSITY LODGING HOUSE ACCOUNT

Hood X A{ua,. “imu—
Term, 1048
Mr.C “..-w-r/k
College. .
dueto. 3. B»J-.—m,
U R 3 d.
1. *Assessed rent of rooms_.__. | |3 IS | o
2. Hire of plate, glass, crockery !
3. Hire of linen_.. 2
ol i An insight into Cecil’s
5. Hot baths... ]
background via
6. Cooking lodger’s own food . ‘
7 Mesls sopplicdBoeadnclldh, | B & Chiswick Grammar
8. Coals and wood o | e | and Christ’s College
" : 5|0 .
9. Blestric curvent (a) for lighting | uly Cambridge to teacher
(b) for other purposes |
10. Replacement of electric globes, ‘ > 1 and Headmaster at
e,
1 s ‘i ' Clapham College.
12. Gas for fires(according tometer) | Cecil Iodged at Jesus
13. Cleaning boots and shoes Terrace just around
14. Storing bicycle... l the corner to
le . &. ¢ “Christ’s”, there is a
printed oa the back of Lodging “McDonalds” there
S tpfjay -sorry Ceﬁcil!. '

For the Michaelmas Term [Autumn]
Cecil’s lodging fees were £16.8s.6d. It
include £1.2s.6d for bread and milk,
16 shillings for coal & wood and 15
shillings for “electric current”. Then

the tuppence ha'penny stamp duty!!




Brian Sanders and his Clapham College story...

Little did | realise, when | went back to the College
as Head of the Department of Modern Languages -
Department? Just Bro Hugh and myself Modern
Languages? Just one: French - that | would not on-
ly be taking over my predecessor’s responsibilities
in the classroom but would also be required to
continue organising the annual trip to Paris. To say
this prospect was daunting would be a huge un-
derstatement. In all the eight years that | had
spent at the College as a pupil, the nearest | had ever got to taking
part in a school journey was a day visit to the British Museum. Now |
was being asked to organise something on a far larger scale and
abroad! However, thanks to encouragement from other members of
staff, especially a certain Cecil Pocock who had already taken part in
such trips and the help from the School Journey Association, whose
office was conveniently situated a few minutes away in Cavendish
Road, the first of my many school journeys abroad was organised and
took place without too many headaches. (Subsequently | went on to
take part in over fifty such journeys - many in Belgium, but that’s an-
other story - and was in charge for most of them.)

Memories of these trips are numerous, but with the passing of the
years, are beginning to get a bit blurred. My apologies for any omis-
sions and/or inaccuracies. Our London - Paris journey included cross-
ing the Channel via Newhaven and Dieppe which took several hours
and caused not a few cases of seasickness. (One boy suffered so badly
that when a day later we took a trip along the Seine on a Bateau -
Mouche, | swear his face turned green.) While | found all these trips
enjoyable, and would not have missed them for the world, | did re-
sent it somewhat when, on our return parents would ask, ‘Did you
enjoy your holiday?’ .....continued...



More from Brian...

Enjoyable? Yes. Educational? Yes, in the broadest sense of the word. At the very
least, they had the perhaps once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to visit one of the great
cities of the world. | remember on our first trip - accommodation as always in a Ly-
cée, closed for Easter - the boys came down to breakfast and found small bowls in
front of them on the table which they thought were about to be filled with corn-
flakes, or something similar. “Coffee, sir? But they’ve got no handles!” As for the
toilet - the hole in the floor - the least said the better! On the whole, Cecil and |
were happy to turn a bit of a blind eye to this and the very few who maybe took it a
bit too far got their just deserts the next morning.

Given the number of trips we made, | have forgotten exactly how many, and the
number of boys involved, | think it remarkable that so little went wrong. Two
incidents stand out and | will say what | recall of both of them. On one trip, one of
the Cassandro boys was caught shoplifting and marched off to the nearest
Commissariat. Again | was grateful for the presence of Cecil who smoothed the
whole thing over and Cassandro was let off with a severe warning and a metaphori-
cal slap on the wrist. The irony of all this is that at that time, Cassandro’s father
owned restaurants in London, one, was a favourite restaurant of Frank Sinatra and
the boy had as much pocket money as the rest of the group put together.

Potentially more serious was what happened on, | think, the last trip. For some
reason or other our booking had gone in late and no Lycée in Paris was available.
We were billeted in a Lycée Aéronautique, a short train ride out of Paris. Needless
to say, a lot of time was lost travelling in and out of Paris every day. On the last
night, a small group of our boys, perhaps feeling that they had been a bit short-
changed over time spent in Paris had the bright idea, after we (Bill Kid and 1) had
tucked them up in bed, of going off to Paris on their own. | am convinced, or at least
they convinced me, that nothing untoward had happened, but they missed the last
train back and returned on the post train the following morning. At the same time
another small group of our boys had decided to go and ‘say goodnight’ to a group
of English girls who occupied the dormitory on the floor below ours. Again, it was all
very innocent but this was not the view of the dragon lady who was in charge of the
girls. Bill and | knew nothing of all this until the next morning when | told the boys
concerned exactly what | thought of them. | don’t think | have ever been as angry in
my life as | was then. Interestingly, the French teacher in charge of the Lycée ar-
rangements had a very different view of the matter. Coming up to me as we were
about to leave, he actually congratulated our group on the shenanigans of the pre-
vious night in the girls’ dormitory, pointing out that on the three previous nights
since the girls’ arrival, our boys had not gone anywhere near them. ....read on..



Brian Sanders..in conclusion...

Their behaviour on that last night had restored his faith in British manhood! How
French can you be? Needless to say, Bro Peter’s reaction to all of this, his detailed
enquiry and subsequent retribution were painful for all concerned, not the least for
me! | could have wished that that last night had never happened, but, that aside my
memories of all my school journeys abroad are very positive; | only hope that the
boys enjoyed them half as much as | did. Brian Sanders [Head of Languages CC]

ﬂRV BNQEUUU

1 As “Bread” once
g sang in the 1960s,
“If a picture paints a
thousands words...”
Well thanks for this
photograph John

- |[Rayer], there really
is no need for my

- | childish comments.




Thank you John Egan - Clapham College 1945/1949

John was another Old Xaverian who
responded to my request for photos and

= ‘% . p .
%.&@w‘/ qeres ‘

information from the past - what a TN g‘\rﬂ.@@ wwaL £
fantastic photograph [packed with 1 § é?x\ éla Qe 0 % (’,w\]\»

Clapham boys] and writing on the back!

i
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Streatham Squires Footbal Team wﬂ"

The Squires were a junior section of the Knights of St. Columba. We had a football team which was
composed of 10 ox's. Nine of us were in the fifth form together in 1949 I did not live locally but in
Peckham. T was recruited because I had been the 1% team goalie at the College.

The photo shows back row 1 to r Peter Freddi David Mason John Egan Non OX Nick Scott
Front Row Tony Morrish Denis Gamburuto our capt Denis Quinn Pete Neale Kevin Carroll

We were quite successful.
Great sadness Denis missed seeing this particular photo!




| Stella Flannery Tribute Page

m There was going to be
—] .
Saint a tribute page[s] to

| 0901 s . Stella Flannery for her
Xavier
OLIC SIXTH FORM COLLEG

unerring support of

13

COXA over the years.

Her invitation to “TABLE 1” for the Lunch
should forever be there. The Lunch was going
to be our opportunity for a proper “goodbye”
hopefully Concordia 23 and/or Lunch 2022?

So sorry Stella, you end up Stella

sharing a page with a silly
joke and a photo of the front
of St Gerard's.

¢ hadn't yet managed to
mak onhinncw




AMATEUR FOOTBALL vl=
COMBINATION

Clapham Old Xaverians

Founded 1927 e St. Francis Xavier College, Clapham

COXA TOP OF THE TABLE! 20TH DECEMBER 2020
FRANK BARRETTA

COXA 1st Xl are top of Intermediate Division South going into the
Christmas break. COXA Vets are in 4th spot in the Veterans League.

POS P w D L F A GD PTS
1 Clapham Old Xaverians 8 5 2 1 19 14 5 17
2 Old Paulines 6 4 rl 0 n 9 12 14
3 Royal Bank of Scotland Il 7 4 1 2 16 12 4 13
4 Old Tenisonians Il 7 3 3 1 18 15 3 12
5 London Welsh 7 3 1 1 18 16 2 1
6 Old Whitgiftians. 8 3 2 3 17 19 -2 1
il Witan 7 2 0 5 15 18 -3 6
8 Blackheath Wanderers 5 1 2 2 9 10 -1 5
9 Reigatians Il 8 1 2 5 16 28 -12 5
10 Brent 7 0 rl 5 13 2 -8 2
Division Five

League Table REV2 TN Upcoming Fixtures | Postponed/Cancelled ‘ Teams |

POS P W D L GD PTS DATE HOME RESULT AWAY

1 Swanscombe Tigers 54 1 0 15 13 Cup 31710220 Blackheath Wanderers 5-4 D-United

2 Cudham United Reserves 6 4 1 1 4 13 D3 31710120 London South United Snrs 2-3 Cudham United Reserves
3 Long Lane 53 1 18 10 D5 31710220 Slade Green Knights 1-6 Swanscombe Tigers

4 Clapham Old Xaverians 53 1 168 10 Cup 24/10220 Bow Sireef Runners 2nd 0-5 Clapham Old Xaverians

5 D-United 320011 [ Cup 24710120 Crayford Arrows New 1-0 Westerham

[ Londen South United Snrs 681 1 4 11 4 Cup 24/10220 Cudham United Reserves H-W  Sevencaks Town Super Vets|
7 Westerham 51 0 4 5 3 Cup 24/10220 London South United SuperVets  1-5 Swanscombe Tigers

8 Slade Green Knights 41 0 3 & 3 D5 17/1020 Clapham Old Xaverians 5-2 Crayford Arrows 2010

9 AFC Green Court 30 021 4 2 D5 17/10220 London South United Snrs 1-4 Long Lane

10 Crayford Arrows 2010 40 1 3 6 1 Cup 17/10/20 Slade Green Knights 3-2 AFC Green Court

Cup Final Win; successful start to 2020 COXA Football looking good




David Conduct writes .....and adds a poem

)&f S%,
Thank_ yor, fv e recenk Plug fo my
mus omd boOKs o P23 0} Concovdia No 20. )"\Ms;r(

and wrbh'vg are my chuef leisure mteresty ese days,
My busking days in e Skeets B} Ducham may be oo
buk J am nov able o busk fam home via the

m¥ernet wheve J have a St o Periscope at Durkam._

Pukey and m Po-Tiube 2D Yucham Busker | s huch featwre
an atbackhve view 5 Durham Cathedral in the backgrnd !
My balts are aumlable & Asmazom and ym Can find
ot move abouk Phem by S 1mply ]a‘ghing My N AmL,

J am currently workmg m am
mbrgmfm‘cu prece Wi mih I hoye o celebrte
my  €ghtyth .b;'rﬂwk) naxt_year, My Claghim days, &
Canrse, figure Burte prommently i ts work, and are
patly reflecked m a prem Calted, Lesders come and

Go whih accompPanses e Fext. Jenclse a caD,

&} Whe poem,



David Conduct...continued....

With regud %o e Photo o me Fuwst X1
on P31 F Comcothia 20, the correck dake £ Woul,
be ¢ semsm o 1956-7. Four G the iyauryx-krj"m
te 4eam were Ted Bell, Tom wWedseworth, Bertre
Leen omd Fank Burkhard and all & *hem left
Clagham . e Summer 0} 1957, ak the age 5 16
Fotaoing therr O-Level exams.
J frumd Comnfymahin & Sris while re,mh;g
Me @,«_Bro%m( Peters makch repmts from 1986-7
shich woas featwed on Fage 388 Contordia 2. In
his repat he refers fo many O Hris Feam.
That got me Hunkmg that & would be
miereshing If Mo Cald Find further evidence t
Brotver Teter’s sporting narvabve & Criket and
Sexcer, They were abvays very ‘lteracy and rathes
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Davik Corduct



“Leaders Come and Go” — a poem by David Conduct
® Born in 1941, a Child of War and Peace
My father fought on foreign sands, my mother kept me safe,
Hitler, Stalin, Roosevelt, Churchill, all the rest
Come and go, do their stuff, and leave behind a mess!
® 1945 to ‘50 Atlee, Bevan, Beverage.
Pre-fab years and free school milk, life in Tooting Bec
Common, alongside Doctor Johnson’s Avenue,
Beneath Thomas Hardy’s “Lamp”.
® Eleven-plus and grammar school, it must be the 1950’s,
Cecil, Brother Xavier, Joe Church and old John Gibb;
Guardians of a sacred flame that still within me lives.
Soccer, cricket, track and field, fill my leisure time,
Along with skiffle, rock ‘n” roll and that old guitar of mine.
But still the leaders come and go — Korea, Suez and Budapest
Come and go, do their stuff and leave behind a mess.
® The 1960’s: love and learning, Vietnam and the Moon.
Find a wife, have two kids and begin a life of learning.
With leaders now my stock-in-trade, | try to make some
Little sense of all the mess they’ve made.
But, tit’s all just a joke to me — “1066 and All of That”.
Did Oliver of Cologne prefer to be known simply as “O de Cologne”?
And did the gay King Edward Il always prefer swimming

To tournaments? Continued..................



® The 1970’s, Leicester years in education Shangri-la.
Teaching History in Convent School, with nuns and

Pupils whom | taught and sang to and remember, But ill as friends
But a mad decade as well, Miner’s Strike, a

Three-day week and shortages. Flares and chaos in the

Middle East with Yon-Kippur and Sheikh Yamani —

“Or your life” — and then along comes Thatcher.

@ The 1980’s, two new schools and a family growing up.
Peter, Sophie, Matthew, Meg; fill the cup.

While Thatcher, Reagan, Gorbachev, still they come and go,
Come and go and do their stuff and leave behind a mess.
Perhaps “the end of History” will bring us all some rest?

@ At last the 1990’s. In ten years, | retire, and history will come to an end:
With only 10 more Spanish Armadas and 10 Gunpowder Plots.
Will | reach my journey’s end before the world is shot?

By ethnic cleansing in the Balkans and murder in Irag?

For, still the leaders come and go, a helpless, hopeless lot.

@ 2001, “I make it Ma, top of the World”, in heaven.

Now my own Space Odyssey begins, in spite of 9-11.
Reflecting on retirement, | feel nothing but relief.

School gave me the happiest days of my life: the day |

Left and the day | knew that school was out forever.

So now | sit, read, and write, play my guitar and sing.

No stress, while leaders still come and go

And leave behind a mess.  David Conduct 2020, C.C. 1962 - 1968 [Alpha] )
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COXA’s 4th Ramble in the modern era - River Mole & Box Hill

|2

ctober 2020 - Walking the 5 miles from Leatherhead to Box Hill,
the dozen souls set out in beautiful weather and ended up for a pint
and a meal at the Stepping Stones West Humble - lovely day.

<




The Dining Hall; waited 90 years for it - lasted 18 months

A Xaverian welcome to Graham
Thompson, new Principal SFX




Random Photos Past and Present

It has been impossible to start to argue about the illogical, unstructured
nature of this Concordia, the articles/photographs have come from far and
wide, too many were too good to omit, so I’'ve squeezed them into any gap!
[probably no different to past editions] | hear you say!
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