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125 Years of Clapham College                                           

1. Chapter 10-1980 to 1989 

   

 

The summary above, that is the WWW view of Clapham College, but 

missed oh, so many, of the “vital ingredients” of this decade at Clapham. 

The degree of change at the College was possibly the most dramatic. 

Clapham College was to close. The decade opened with over a 1,000 

boys in a new purpose-built comprehensive school and even with good 

results and sporting excellence, National Schoolboys sporting winners, 

the roll, as with all the other South London Schools was falling. The mid-

decade closure of Clapham on the Nightingale Lane site and the opening 

of S.F.X.  Was a life-change for the Association too. The removal of the 

College to the vacated Notre Dame [Battersea site] meant that it’s time 

was up! The remains of small group of boys and staff “lived on” for a few 

years before the final closure of Clapham in July 1989 marked the end of 

an era. The Old Boys were the “mirror-opposite” in terms of expansion. 

Numbers swelled. With Membership at a record high. The Football     

Section fielded NINE sides [with “grumbling” reserves] on a Saturday, 8 

in the League. Cricket grew to four weekend teams, social events         

became all-ticket selling out, [who’d forget Old Xavierian Bob “Golden 

Boots” Chambers & Bob Kerrs Whoopy Band at The College? Motor    

Rallies, Mayfield Picnics, Norbury, Tues Training, 50-plus attendees and 

“jugs” of everything. But the “fear” of no feeder-school was there…... 
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125 Years of Clapham College                                           

1. Football news from “Clapper” 
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2. Clapperboard 1981 news from the Old Boys 



5 

3.  1981- Old Boys Social Events 
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4. 1981 - Article on the school by Cecil Pocock 
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5. Article on Norbury, by Chairman Michael Powell 
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6. The Diocesan Report that set up the “new” Clapham College 

This was an amalgamation of some of  the 

ten catholic Schools in South London, with 

the closure of others [St Veronica, Holy     

Family Tooting and Notre Dame Battersea] 

and the opening of the Sixth Form Catholic 

College, [aptly named St Francis Xavier], on 

the Malwood Road Site.. Numbers on school 

rolls had been falling - fewer children, fewer   

Catholic children, meant a common-sense   

reorganisation [although painful for many] 

was required by the Diocese.                                 

This proved to be an immense success in the 

long-run, but in the mid-1980s many thought 

it was a risky venture.                                                   

Notre Dame Battersea is offices, Holy Family 

is a Sainsburys and College, St Veronica is 

now English Martyrs Catholic Primary School. 
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7. 1981 Clapham College - The U19s Football Final MILLWALL 
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8. More success for U19s Clapham College 
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Tony Jimenez (born December 1962 in Brixton, London, England) is of Spanish 

nationality, resident in Cyprus and Dubai. A respected international business-

man, he was formerly a Vice President for Newcastle United F.C. He has been 

involved in a series of prestigious business ventures including property, hotel 

and golf course developments in Spain, France, Cyprus, and Dubai, including 

Les Bordes, Europe's best golf course. Jimenez is well known for providing his 

time and efforts hosting and supporting charitable events around the world 

such as the annual Limassol Golf charity tournament and the Les Bordes            

memorial event, as well as attending others such as the Al Naboodah Golf   

charity event held on Al Yas Island, Abu Dhabi, in which Jimenez finished 8th in 

2011. A close friend of former Seville boss Juande Ramos, Jimenez hosted a 

meeting at his home in Seville where Daniel Levy, Paul Kemsley and other Spurs 

directors and Ramos met to discuss a possible move to Tottenham. Jimenez was 

instrumental in convincing his friend to accept the deal and brought Ramos 

over from Spain to become the new boss at Tottenham. The Spanish press at 

the time also reported how Jimenez had been a close associate of Gino Pozzo, 

the owner of Udinese Football Club. Jimenez is not an agent but has a reputa-

tion as a Mr Fixit and is well respected for his football knowledge and extensive 

international contacts in the game including owners, managers and players. In 

2004/05 Jimenez was listed as Vice-President of E8NIKOS AXNAS playing their 

football in the Cypriot Premier League. [these facts are really “ancient”]. 

9. Tony Jimenez –Football Captain, International Entrepreneur 

Tony Jimenez, was a Clapham College pupil in 

the 1980s who in the 6th Form under the 

Managership of Graham Hudson took the 

Clapham College football team to National 

Football success. The football team had       

already won a string of trophies when they 

reached the final of the All England’s after a   

2-2 Draw watched by a hundred Old Boys at 

the Palace, the team “shared” the trophy for 

that year [no penalties in those days!] Then 

back to Norbury for an unforgettable night. 
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10. The English Schools Under 19s Trophy 

 Winners 1981  “Clapham College” 
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11. 1981 - South London Press Headline 

-Brendan Costello steals share of Trophy 
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12. The Clapham College Team [with “Master in Charge” Carl Egan] - this 

was his launching pad for his career in Australia, and once again made                 

South London a safe haven for mature females 
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13. “The Champions” - and Graham Hudson 
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14. Happy, happy, Staff and Boys ...and beers…. 
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15. 1983 Prize Days continued at the Clapham site 
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16. 1983 prize-winners - Br Peter, Dunstan & Joseph awards 
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17. Destinations of Leavers 1983 

Some “famous” leavers in 1983, many who never joined the Old Boys. The   

destinations are interesting too, with many local Colleges and Polytechnics, 

[remember those?]. 

New types of courses on offer too, away from the old “classics”. Nice to see 

the University of Hull is still a well-worn Clapham degree-route. ...and the    

brilliant, tragic, Martin McGrath who taught at Clapham, then emigrated. 
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18. 1983 more Exam successes 
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19. 1983 - 6th Form individual prize-winners. 

Some simple observations, how many awards did the different generations 

of “Sanders” collect at Prize Days? Nice to see another prize for a Polish boy 

at Clapham [well done Tomaz] , “Elia and Jeanie” collected prizes, a “seismic 

change” for Clapham; and finally I get the significance of the “6”, but 6Wr, 

6Cw, 6Bn..surely not Catholic pilgrim sites [teacher’s initials maybe?]……. 
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At one point the most expensive defender 

in Britain when he moved from Coventry 

City to Liverpool for £3.6 millions, Phil 

Babb retired from playing in 2004 after two 

years playing at Sunderland. Making over 

370 appearances which included six sea-

sons at Anfield, Babb was one of a number 

of Liverpool players labelled as the ‘Spice 

Boys’ by the media who used the term to 

highlight the players who were perceived 

to focus on partying and fame rather than 

their football. He was contracted to do 

many    modelling and advertising   photo-

shoots due to his sporting fame.                                                                                             

20. Phil Babb - Irish & Liverpool footballer was at the new school 

Other ‘Spice Boys’ at the club included David James who started modelling for Armani, Jason McAteer 

who appeared in adverts for Head and Shoulders shampoo and Jamie Redknapp who modelled for      

Burton menswear. Away from domestic football, Babb represented the Republic of Ireland on 35 occa-

sions      between 1994 and 2002 and was part of the team that famously defeated Italy-2004 World Cup.  
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Phil was born in Lambeth, London and was a pupil at Clapham College in the mid-1980s. 
Babb came through the youth ranks of Millwall, before beginning his senior career in 1990 
with Bradford City. He moved to Coventry City in July 1992 for a fee of £500,000, where he 
spent two seasons before moving to Liverpool on 1 September 1994 for £3.6million,which 
made him the most expensive defender in Britain at the time. Phil Babb only scored once 
during six Premier League years and 170 appearances in all competitions for Liverpool,    
incidentally against his former club, Coventry, in September 1996. Whilst at Liverpool he 
played in the victorious 1995 Football League Cup Final. In January 2000 he 
joined       Tranmere Rovers on a month's loan and helped them reach the 2000 Football 
League Cup Final, however his loan spell ended before the final itself and he was unable to 
take part. He moved to Portugal with Sporting Clube de Portugal on a free transfer in 
2000,appearing in 38 official games in his second season – one goal against FC                
Midtjylland in the UEFA Cup (3–0 away win, 6–2 on aggregate) as the Lions conquered 
both the league and the domestic cup. Babb ended his career at the age of 33 
with Sunderland (also two years) suffering top level relegation in 2003, and helping the 
Black Cats to a Football League Championship play-off semi-final. 

Having chosen to represent 
the Republic of Ireland     in-
ternationally, Phil earned 35 
full caps, including four 
matches at the 1994 FIFA 
World Cup In August 2000, 
he and Ireland team-
mate Mark Kennedy were 
sent home from a training 
camp "after appearing in 
court  for some off-field    
antics.                                   
Phil’s final game for Ireland 

was in UEFA Euro 2004  qualifying against Russia in Moscow, on 7 September 2002: having 
come into the game in the 85th minute, his first touch of the ball was diverted behind Irish 
goalkeeper Shay Given for an own goal. 

Upon retiring from playing, Phil kept a pretty low profile but he did invest in “Golf Punk” 

magazine saving it from closure. In 2013 he was appointed manager of non-league Hayes 

& Yeading but left the club by mutual consent in Feb 2015 leaving his team just above   

relegation. Babb is now a regular guest and contributor on Sky Sports as well as providing 

punditry for games featuring Ireland. He is also a guest on Liverpool FC’s in-house TV. 

Away from his punditry work he is a partner of a company called BetStatz which helps   

21.  More on Phil Babb’s career with Liverpool and Ireland 
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1982 Clapham win 

five leaguer trophies 

and six teams gain          

promotion. In terms 

of success across the 

Club, the best year 

ever, the most wins 

the most goals, the 

best atmosphere.  

Every Saturday 

brought successes 

22. Cup Success 1983 - awards night at the League Dinner 
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23. Early 1980s...Changes at Norbury 
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24. The COXA Charity Pub Crawl around Clapham 
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25. The COXA Pub Crawl..continued 
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26.Alan Webber’s most successful team [with him in goal…..] 
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27. 1980s ..”Goal of the Year Competition... 

Article written 

for Clapper in 

1982 by David 

[now Chairman] 

Leathem, about 

the goal he 

[himself] scored 
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28. School Football..Cup Final Winners - written up in Clapper 
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29. COXA Dinner & Dance 211 great venue - but D&D dated 
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30. 1983  Football Reports from Clapper 
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31. Football Reports II from 1983 
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32. Front Page of Clapper Easter 1983 
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33. The  Great Man” - another Football Disco at Clapham College 
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34. Another page from the @83 Clapper - includes “School Football” 
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35. Mick Carrucan [The Nightingale London to Brighton Charity Walk] 
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38. 1983 - Cecil Pocock retires - Reception Clapham Col 
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37. Eric Tope - Hon. Sec.COXA writes on reorganisation and Membership 
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1984/85 The Annual Old Boys Remembrance Mass 
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39. The COXA Football Tour to Coventry 
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40. The COXA Tour to Coventry 1983 
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41. More COXA Football / Football-
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42. 1985 - Personalia-Old Boys Tit-Bits-Old Boy’s Scribblings. 
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45.1987 St Patrick’s Night Band-Norbury & Training at SFX 
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 44. Another Band Nite Norbury - moving away from “Lads Only” Events 
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45. 1987 Personalia-nice to report “Births and Marriages” 
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46. 1987 Good Catholic Families clash in Charity Match 
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47. The Williams Bros.& the McLoughlin Bros..continued 



50 

48. Planning Process - Norbury/Alfred the Great Primary School 
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49 Clapham College Camping “post Pocock” - Hudson & Casserly 

There is something just “wrong” with this photograph 
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50 Another view on the closure of Clapham College. 

Scanning through the pages of Concordia, The History Project and the Xaverian Website, it is clear the 

“love” and appreciation the Old Boys have for Clapham College. This short article seen on the internet 

gives a slightly different approach. Is this just one individuals view of Clapham or is there some credence 

to his opinion of a miserable, unhappy place, for staff & pupils - with “cover-ups” & under-performance? 
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51. More of the Clapham College teams of the 1980s 

Manager Graham Hudson takes a back seat role, allowing the 

boys to take the glory thanks to his managerial know-how. It 

just a real pity he chose that dreadful West Ham away kit. 
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52. 1987 Old Xaverian Cricket Club 
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53. Classic Old Boys Event in the ‘80s, the Whitbread Brewery 

Why wasn't there several such trips to Breweries?                                         

COXA was made for such events! 
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54. 1980s - NO WORDS REQUIRED 
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55. 1980s Clapham Old Xaverians at play.. 

Xaverians at play in 

the 1980s, there 

was always a drink, 

always a party. 

Even our partners 

seemed to enjoy 

The Xaverian Craiic 
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56. COXA on Tour - Great Yarmouth ‘81 & Ilkley ‘83 
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57. Jake knew how to advertise a School Disco  
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58. 1985 - Clapham College moves to Battersea 

 Year Seven “new boys” stopped for the first time in nearly 90 years at the 

College and what was basically a Lower School group moved to the Old 

Notre Dame site near Battersea Park. Many teachers stayed loyal to the 

boys and parents as the school reduced in numbers from year to year.  The 

atmosphere was  incredibly positive there for such a terminal situation. 



61 

59. 1986 - the “Elephant Fayre” St Germans, Cornwall 

Buddy Curtis  & the Grasshoppers a 1980s Band, with it’s roots at Clapham 

College [Paul & Steve Curtis] now both living in the USA.  “Crooners” 
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60. 1984 COXA Football [from Clapper] 
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61. Clapham Football Tour to Torquay 

Football Tours at Easter dominated the 1980s Football Calendar, Torquay was one such event,   

24 tourists and fun for all - a match too, [a 4-4 draw] a festival of sport and entertainment. 
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62 The Remembrance Service in the College Chapel 1986 

The Remembrance mass has had a “chequered” past - even after WWI2 there were only 

small attendances. The numbers increased when the “Plunkett Club” was attached in the 

1980s. In the 2000s the interest in the World Wars [and the sacrifice of Clapham Boys]   

together with Archbishop Peter’s visit,  moved average attendances to the 100 mark. 
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63. The Sunday Times Fun Run a regular 1980s event 
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64. A unique event for a unique person - Mass in the Chapel for Br Peter RIP 
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65. 1986 Br Christopher writes a eulogy on his friend Br Peter 
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66. Brother Christopher concludes his story on Br Peter 

“Good Morning, 

Johnny”…. 
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Throughout the 1980s Cecil was a magistrate 

at and he retired as a Magistrate after 36 

years [a record] “NOBODY” could have done 

carried out the role with greater enthusiasm 

or dedication, 

67. Cecil Pocock’s retirements [1980s…] 

Another of 

Cecil’s “loves” 

were the School 

plays [with John 

Gibb] this part-

nership too, 

came to an end! 

Headship 

meant          

retirement 

from his other 

“joys” teach-

ing, camping 

and School 

Trips. Finally 

came the     

retirement 

from Clapham and retirement from COXA events - he was too popular, mobbed  - avoided big crowds. 
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68. 1989 - Brother’s Farewell Reception & Attendees 
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69.1989-More Attendees at the Brother’s Dinner 
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70. The Speeches at the closure of Clapham College 

Nice to see that Eddie found one of my stories amusing 
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71. More from the Farewell event, a Brother, another Speech & Guests 
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72. The day finally arrived  - Clapham College leaves the Nightingale Lane site 

After 90 years on Nightingale Lane, everything was packed away and removal vans too 

most of the contents to Notre Dame. The “renovators arrived and began covering a Boy’s 

Secondary Sch into an 16 to 19 Mixed 6h Form College - Francis Xavier [just love the “new” 

name]. The bonus [for COXA] was the retention of St Thomas Salt’s building & The Chapel. 
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73. How many letters like this were ever written - a School is a PLACE -  Clapham isn't any more. 

As far as the COXA Archive and the information we have gleaned; these were the “Dark Ages” in terms of 

the College. The Old Boys turned inwards a little looking after their own interests and  focussing on SFX 

and the “feeder” schools for new members. We lost contact with the temporary “closing” school which 

was a shame - we need to research this and include;Clapham College Battersea was still Clapham College! 
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74. Another “new” Headmaster for Clapham College - to oversee it’s closure 

Here is Mr Roger Sparks first letter as the new Headmaster of Clapham College. He knew 

he would be the only Headmaster NOT to lead the school at the Clapham South site and 

that he would be it’s LAST Headteacher. He did all that he could to make the move to 

Battersea as smooth as possible. What made the whole process easier was taking many of 

the staff that had taught the boys at Clapham with them. They boys  were familiar with 

the teachers and trusted  them. Would keep the “spirit” of the College “alive” in Batter-
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76. Clapham College Staff Photo [in two!] 

The brilliant Staff Photograph on the previous  item couldn't really be viewed 

in good enough definition. Cut in half and doubled in size gives good detail. 
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77. Clapham College’s new home, Notre Dame [my only photo] 

One can only imagine the pressures of staff moving from a huge “purpose-

built” modern school to a crumbling Victorian Building with stone stairs up to 

it’s four floors. The boys, I’m sure, would have loved the  “mischief available”! 
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78. Clapham at Notre Dame, school cut in two by Battersea Park Road 
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79. Staff Structure of Clapham College at N.D. 1985/86 
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The famous Notre Dame Wall, - 

early days...to protect the Nuns, 

..in the mid-60s/70s….to protect 

the Notre Dame girls...in the 

1980s to keep the Clapham       

College boys “in”…!!! 

80. Staff at Clapham College N.D 
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81. Clapham College Broadsheet, spreads the news from Battersea 
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82.   Bradley House [built 1988-89 ]                                                                                       

as a retirement home for the last of the Brothers 

 

This is what a 1980s COXA Cricket Touring Party                             

looked like [could be better!] 

Our own Br. Ambrose lived 

and died here 
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83. Father Tony Richins invites Headmaster Roger Sparks 

 to the Consecration of his new church 

Anthony Richins was born in 

1932, the eldest of 4 brothers - 

Francis, John ( Jake) and Laurence 

followed him to Clapham College  
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84.“The School” in 1989,looks like the staff and 6th Form at the END! A poor quality original photo

Can just pick out “Cefai, Scanlon, Sanders and Sparks  

It had to come, July 1989 - final closure of Clapham College 
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85. Letter from Antony Richins to Roger Sparks [1987] 

This letter from Father Antony Richins, ex-pupil of Clapham College, as were 

all of his brothers, and now Chair of Governors, to Roger Sparks. 

He praises the efforts of the staff and boys of the school for their dedication 

and hard work as the school approaches the last two years before closure. 

The good thing about Clapham College Battersea was that it was treated and 

ran like a normal school [without the threat of closure over it]. To this end it 

was a progressive and happy place - a good basis for success……. 
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86. Chair of Governors Report  1987 
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87. Jan 12th 1987 - Clapham Old Xaverian Teamsheet 
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88. Clapham Old Xaverian Teamsheet Dec 12th 1987 
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89. Clapham Old Xaverian Teamsheet Jan 30h 1988 
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90. Old Xaverian Teamsheet - October 10th 1988 



93 

91. Old Xaverian Teamsheet Sat 19th March 1988 
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    92. 28th Feb 1987 - Clapham Old Xaverian Goalscorers 
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1980 Akomo-Mordi Kema 1985 5Mo  

1980 Ademwale Ademuligan 1985 5Fx  

1980 Alleye Mark 1985 5Fx  

1980 Amadi Edward 1985 5Ml  

1980 Ajuga Kanayo 1985 5Fx  

1980 Baker Stephen 1985 5Ml  

1980 Barber Roland 1985 5Ev  

1980 Bennett Richard 1985 5Cf  

1980 Bermarjo Joseph 1985 5Ev  

1980 Blair Simon 1985 5Cf  

1980 Bones Stephen 1985 5Fx  

1980 Boyle Simon 1985 5Ml  

1980 Brady Sean 1985 5Mo  

1980 Brayfield Stephen 1985 5Mo  

1980 Brylowski Stephen 1985 5Ev  

1980 Buckley Robert 1985 5Ml  

1980 Burke Michael 1985 5Mo  

1980 Buttacavoli Guiseppe 1985 5Mo  

1980 Claydon Robert 1985 5Ml  

1980 Clement Gilbert 1985 5Fx  

1980 Coppola Enrico 1985 5Ev  

1980 Comnee Joseph 1985 5Mo Dad /Plunkett Club 

1980 Connelly Michael 1985 5Cf  

1980 Coussey Pierre 1985 5Cf  

1980 Cusano Antonio 1985 5Ml  

1980 Cardosa Brendan 1985 5Ml  

1980 Davies Nigel 1985 5Ev  

1980 De Sa Edward 1985 5Mo  

1980 DeSouza Ray 1985 5Cf  

1980 DeGouveia Antonio 1985 5Fx  

1980 Donnolly Raymond 1985 5Ml  

1980 Doyle Matthew 1985 5Cf  

1980 Edwards Patrick 1985 5Mo  

1980 Egan Hugh 1985 5Cf  

1980 Faherty Jason 1985 5Mo  

1980 Farrell John 1985 5Mo  

1980 Fernandes Eusebio 1985 5Ev  

1980 Fernandez Gerard 1985 5Cf  

1980 Fitzsimmons Gary 1985 5Cf  

1980 Foley Gerard 1985 5Ml  

1980 Forrest Richard 1985 5Mo  

1980 Froget Maurice 1985 5Cf  

1980 Galanti Tony 1985 5Ml  

1980 Gamma Paul 1985 5Cf  

1980 Garvey Robert 1985 5Ml  

1980 Gunn Jason 1985 5Ml  

1980 Gracias Kenneth 1985 5Cf  

1980 Grady Paul 1985 5Ev  

1980 Hanson Mark 1985 5Ml  

1980 Hoare Robert 1985 5Ml became a teacher 

1980 Hugley Philip 

1980 Insuli John 

1980 Johns Billy 

1980 Johnson Steven 

1980 Kavanagh Anthony 

1980 Keattch Alexander 

1980 Kirk David 

1980 Lally Andrew 

1980 Leer John 

1980 Lopes Philip 

1980 McArdle Stephen 

1980 McArdle Gerard 

1980 McAvoy Paul 

1980 McBride Stephen 

1980 McHale Paul 

1980 McGrane Matthew 

1980 McNamara Brendan 

1980 McNamara Paul 

1980 Mahabir Andre 

1980 Malski Adam 

1980 Martinez Joseph 

1980 Mehmet Andrew 

1980 Moore William 

1980 Mulhern Brendan 

1980 Mullins Darren 

1980 Newton Stanley 

1980 Nolan Patrick 

1980 O'Brien Eamon 

1980 O'Brien Dermott 

1980 O'Donnell Nigel 

1980 O'Farrell Robert 

1980 O'Leary Jason 

1980 O'Shaughnessy Patrick 

1980 
Odoom Augustine 
[Austin] 

1980 Ossie Richard 

1980 Perez Joseph 

1980 Philips Alexander 

1980 Phokeerdoss Peter 

1980 Pinero 

1980 Pinherio Andrew 

1980 Reynolds Victor 

1980 Rodriguez Anthony 

1980 Rooney Anthony 

1980 Rooney Martin 

1980 Ryan John 

1980 Rydzkowski Henry 

1980 Sammat Paul 

1980 Sandford Matthew 

1980 Scanlon Stephen 

93 The Boys of 1980 at Clapham College - COXA knew very few 
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1980 Smirraglia Vincent 1985 5Fx  

1980 Sunich Paul 1985 5Ev  

1980 Szymanski Andrew 1985 5Ml Moved to 1st Year SFX 

1980 Thaler Neil 1985 5Cf  

1980 Theodore Brian 1985 5Ml brother of Tony 

1980 Vernon Robert 1985 
5M
o  

  

1980 Walls Nicholas 1985 
5M
o  

  

1981 Aliefe Christopher   RIP 1988 - aged 17   

1981 Candia Ciro   Headmaster Oliver House Victor Ludorum 1985 Sports Day   

1981 D’Mello Nigel      

1981 D’Sousa Antony      

1981 de RhuneJeffery      

1981 Duffy Colin      

1081 Farragher Noel      

1981 Fernandes Christopher      

1981 Foraboschi Ugo      

1981 Hurley Kevin      

1981 Juliani John      

1981 Knopp Adam      

1981 Lam Antua      

1981 Murphy Stephen      

1981 O’Connor Seamus      

1981 O’Donoghue Patrick      

1981 Oladapo Paul      

1981 Paul Slade      

1981 Tully Paul   died in a climbing accident Aged 18   

94. The remainder of the 1980 Clapham College Cohort 

 

Thus ends ten decades of Clapham College - but not the end of Xaverians in South West 

London; the 1990s and the 21st Century continue the Xaverian story with S.F.X. and COXA 
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95. The final years of Clapham College– the end of an Era 

This was a momentous decade for Clapham College with the  deci-

sion to close Clapham, the temporary move to Battersea and the fi-

nal closure in 1989. In contrast the Old Xaverians went from strength 

to strength increasing in numbers and events and fielding NINE sides 

for football every weekend. COXA became dominated by the younger 

elements, “up” for new ideas and events. In contrast the College 

went into decline with fewer boys, staff leaving  as an “End Date” 

was set for the closure of the College.                                                

Whilst COXA looked to the “Feeder Schools” and SFX for new                  

Members , the turmoil created within the College was somewhat 

cushioned by the staff at Clapham who supported the boys and their 

parents. There were obviously many teachers who left Clapham     

rather than loitering around for the exaggerated  decline of their 

school. The staff who did stay on did the boys and unmeasurable  

service, teaching them to the end and giving them the education we 

all deserve also that sense of worth and value.                                       

Change is inevitable in life and I think Clapham College got it just 

about correct. Let’s not forget the success of SFX taking over on the 

Nightingale Lane site.                                                                             

From a personal point of view most of the content of the “1980s” 

was made up from COXA articles in Clapper and the documentation 

on the closing of the school and it’s move to Battersea.                       

Very few of the pupils at Clapham during this period have added 

their views and experiences, so possibly I’ve read it wrong!  From a 

COXA point of view many of us thought the Old Xaverians, without 

the steady stream of new members from Clapham would die. Would 

SFX still welcome us? What about Norbury and the Diocese? Alfred 

the Great was built at Norbury - would COXA reach the 21st Century? 


