
 

 

#BOARS 
Find us on twitter @EversleyCaliFC 

Instagram @eversleyandcaliforniafc 

Facebook @Eversley & California Football Club 

EVERSLEY & CALIFORNIA SHIRT NO. 

 

BAGSHOT 

Jordi WILSON 1 Lee ALLEN 

Jayson DALTON 2 Matthew COX 

Jonny HATHAWAY 3 Luke MEDCRAFT 

Ali DICKIE 4 Ryan COOPER 

George MARSH 5 Andy TARRANT 

Jamie GRIGG 6 Aaron ROSS 

Charlie SCOPE 7 Sam BOULTWOOD 

Cameron BLACKIE 8 Kurt GREENAWAY 

Jemel JOHNSON 9 Matt GILLETT 

Ross McKERNAN 10 Jordan MERRIMAN 

Callum COLLINS 11 Tony EASTWOOD 

Connor ALLSTON 12 Matty DEXTER 

Liam VAUGHAN (GK) 14 Joe MORIARTEY 

James ALLISON 15 Callum EASTON 

Jack KITTELSEN 16 Tom COWAN 

Chris ROBSON 17 James SELBY 

Conor ALLISON 18 Sam HANGER 

Matt ANGELL MANAGER Phil RUGGLES 

Ash CUNNINGHAM ASST MANAGER John WARRINGTON 

Stephen BULLARD COACH Tony ROBERTS & Brett WICKENS 

Dean HURLOW GK COACH  

Vacant PHYSIO  

ASSISTANT REFEREE REFEREE ASSISTANT REFEREE 

Andrew BEENEY Gavin COLLINS Gary COLLINS 

Saturday 24th August 2019  

EVERSLEY & CALIFORNIA VS BAGSHOT 

 

 

MATCH DAY SPONSOR PROGRAMME PRINTED BY MATCH DAY PROMGRAMME SPONSOR 

CHERRY RED RECORDS COMBINED 

COUNTIES DIVISION 1 

3pm KICK OFF 

£1.50 



EVERSLEY & CALIFORNIA 

FC WHO’S WHO 
www.pitchero.com/clubs/californiafc  

 

Chairman 

Martin Elcox 

Vice-Chairman 

TBC 

Treasurer 

Martin Elcox 

Club secretary 

Sarah Pyne 

Membership secretary 

Sarah Pyne 

Commercial Manager 

TBC 

Media  

TBC 

Programme editor 

Luke Hartin 

Catering Manager 

TBC 

 

 

Website & Social media 

Dan Pyne 

Match day announcer 

TBC 

General committee 

Richard Hillam 

Tony Lenon 

Nick Pyne 

Club photographer 

Richard Milam 

1st Team Manager 

Matt Angell 

1st Team Assistant Manager 

Ashley Cunningham 

1st Team Coach 

Vacant 

Physio 

Vacant 

Club Captain 

Ali Dickie 

Development Team  

Managers 

Scott Kemp & Suj Khera 

Coach 

Stephen Bullard 

Club Goalkeeper Coach 

Dean Hurlow 

Ladies Team Manager 

Martin Elcox 

Vets Team Managers 

Paul Jacobs &  

Michael Pennington 

VEO & Drone Game footage 

Stephen Bullard 

If you want to get involved with the 

Boars, there are some vacant positions 

and more we can create if you think 

you can help out in anyway. We’d 

love to hear from you. Please contact 

Martin Elcox at... 

martin.elcox@gmail.com 

 

EDITORS NOTES 

Good afternoon, 

Hello everybody and welcome back to ‘The Den’ 

for our second home game of the season where 

we host Bagshot in the league. In terms of re-

sults its not been a great start, however there 

have been some very pleasing aspects to our 

performances and the 1st Team Management 

remain convinced that all the hard work on and 

off the field they are doing to implement their 

philosophy will pay off in the near future ensur-

ing sustained long term success for the club. 

Talking of work off the pitch, you would have 

seen the video posted on our Twitter page on 

August 4th showing the finished work of all the 

fence paneling having been put up by the play-

ers and management. It certainly looked im-

pressive on a gorgeous summer day……Well, 

fast forward 6 days and this (below) is the sight 

1st Team Assistant Manager Ashley Cunningham 

and Coach Stephen Bullard faced as they arrived 

hours before the game Vs Westside! Extremely 

high winds caused havoc knocking down every 

panel as well as the cricket screen on the adja-

cent field. Not the pre match preparation Ash 

wanted as he stood in for Manager Matt Angell 

who was away on a 

well-deserved holi-

day. 

Welcome to Bag-

shot FC players, 

officials and fans 

who travel to the 

Den today. Like us Bagshot suffered a 0-3 loss 

on the opening day of the season away at last 

seasons 5th placed Bedfont & Feltham, however 

they won back to back games beating Epsom & 

Ewell and FC Deportivo Galicia and now sit 8th 

in the division. I hope you all enjoy your visit to 

the Den and wish you all a safe journey home. 

Thank you to all our Club sponsors and a warm 

welcome to KBS Electrical and Data services Ltd 

who are our Match day Sponsor today and NW 

Homes Ltd  who are todays Match Day          

programme sponsor. We value our Sponsors 

and you’ll see regular features on them during 

the season giving you a closer look at what they 

do and why they have got involved with the 

club. Featuring in today’s ‘Club Sponsor in    

Focus’ is Ric Mercado, Owner of PRINTRIK who 

print our Match Day programmes. 

We also feature articles from guest writers who 

have kindly accepted my invitation to get in-

volved. These include ‘Respect The Ref’, kindly 

written today by Richard Garland  who talks 

about the new Law 13 Change, Michael     

Campbell fresh from scoring the winner for  

Sutton Common Rovers last week Vs Molesey in 

their F.A. Cup replay talks about his 1st Non-

League Club, Nick Pyne talks about his roles at 

the club in ‘meet the Volunteers’ article, plus 

updates from all our teams and how they have 

been getting on. 

Enjoy the game #COYB #BOARS 

Address: Halls Way, (Off Fox Lane) Eversley, Hampshire, RG27 ONS 



CHAIRMANS UPDATE 

‘Martin’s mutterings’ 

 

Martin’ Mutterings 

I would like to welcome you all 

to Fox Lane today and in     

particular welcome the staff, 

players and supporters of   

today’s opponents Bagshot FC, 

though it is more of a 

‘welcome back’ to Phil Ruggles, 

Bagshot’s manager, albeit this 

time to go into a different 

changing room and stand in 

the away team dugout.  

Although I am sure the sur-

roundings will be very familiar 

to Phil, the squad may not be, 

as we are still ‘blooding in’ a 

young squad, both in age and 

in structure, as the players get 

to know their new team mates 

and how our management and 

coaching staff led by Matt   

Angell, want them to play in 

this very competitive league. 

However, one thing Phil will be 

very familiar with, is the Club’s 

desire to develop and nurture 

the talent of every single one 

of our players. We pride our-

selves in being a Development 

Club, seeing young players  

progress from ‘Soccer School’ 

to junior teams then through 

the youth ranks to play in the 

first team is an incredible    

reward and something we are 

very keen to replicate. 

Both Matt and I are very      

passionate about this and   

having worked in the            

professional game as a Premier 

League Academy Scout, I know 

how vital the identification and 

development of talent is, but 

talent alone isn’t enough, one 

of the best female players I 

have worked with, summed it 

by saying, and I quote; “You 

can be born with Talent. But 

Hard Work, Professionalism 

and Respect all have to be 

earned”, and I truly believe this 

to be the case, but it has to 

work both ways! Players have 

to work hard and earn the  

respect of the coaches, but just 

as vitally, coaches have to work 

hard and earn the respect of 

the players they work with. We 

are seeing this already with the 

new coaching team that Matt 

has put together, with Ash, 

Scott, Suj, Steve and Dean. The 

work that they have put in over 

pre-season has been            

outstanding and can only bode 

well for the future and I would 

like to thank them all for their 

work so far. 

So, enjoy the game, but Phil, 

hopefully not too much eh!!.... 

Martin 

RESPECT THE REF 

Welcome Richard Garland 

Level 7 Referee 

‘Talks about the Law 13 changes’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Good 

afternoon and thank you for taking your time 

for reading this  article. 

As a referee and a former player and now a 

coach of a grass roots team in Surrey the new 

law changes that have been brought in this   

season have allowed me to adapt the way I  

referee but most of all coach the game. 

The law change I have been asked to talk about 

is Law 13. 

For defending team free kicks in their penalty 

area, the ball is in play once it is kicked and 

clearly moves; it does not have to leave the 

penalty area. 

Last season you would see a goalkeeper either 

punting the ball up field from a goal kick or play 

a short or quick pass to a full back or centre 

half. 

With the changes this now enables the defender 

to be stood in the penalty area to receive the 

ball as it does not have to leave the penalty  

area. This for me will make the game so much 

quicker and more entertaining for the specta-

tors. It will hopefully also bring down the last 

minute cautions in games where the team win-

ning 1-0 who’s goalkeeper will delay the restart 

of play and earn himself a caution to boot. 

As I say with my coaches head on I have        

instructed  my players to open up the pitch 

more, for example the ball goes out of play the 

full backs will go out and high to the touchline 

and this enables the centre backs to play or 

even your ball playing centre midfielder to get 

the ball. 

Will this create more goals as the centre for-

wards close down the defender. Only time will 

tell? It will be interesting to just see how many 

times in today’s game the defender receives the 

ball in the penalty area. 



Our Club  

History 
Eversley FC was originally formed in 1910, but returned to play in Eversley Village in 2008.Eversley FC were 

founder member of the Surrey Elite Intermediate League the Boars became Champions in Season 2008-9 (on 

goal difference). The following season Eversley joined the Combined Counties in Division 1, for first 3 season 

finishing mid table.  

California Youth Football Club was formed in 1975 when a group of parents brought together an Under 8’s team 

based in the California area of Wokingham, Berkshire and from where the Club takes its name. The Club now is 

providing foundation and youth football for all age groups, the Club expanded to become one of the largest youth 

soccer clubs in the area, and in the year 2000 it was the first Berks & Bucks FA affiliated club in the area to be 

awarded the FA Charter status, also winning the South of England FA Charter Merit Award in 2002; it is currently 

an FA Charter Development Club.  

California FC introduced girls’ soccer to the area in 2000, Today our 

Ladies 1st Team play their football in TVS League. California Youth 

FC established strong links with Eversley FC with the 2 clubs merged 

in 2012 to form Eversley & California Football Club moving to the 

Boars Den, where we play our games today. 

Playing in the CCL in recent times as shown the Boars have consist-

ently finished in the top half of the division, only missing out on pro-

motion by only a few points in the seasons past 2014-2015 & 2016-

17.  The season 2012-13 we finished in 2nd but could not go up due 

to ground  

grading. 

The new era under our  

Chairman & Exe Committee, has brought in a Reserves/Development 

side who are playing in the highly rated Suburban League in 2017/2018. 

Plus by creating a training program which includes the youth team play-

ers from under 16 in to Seniors all training together, playing in the same 

way with the coaching coming from the group of coaches who now are 

implementing that training plan.  

The extended ground improvements, which have completed in the last 2 

years, to give us the required ground grading to have our first team being 

invited to enter the FA Cup 2017-18 season for the first time in our history. Unfortunately falling at the first hurdle 

and going out at our first attempt. The Club now operates a structure of progression for youth players in the local 

community from soccer school for the very young, through from Under 7’s up to and including Under 18’s, with a 

true player pathway into Senior men’s teams, where today we have several players who joined the club at 6 

years old, are now playing regularly in our First Team. 

The club now is also providing football coaching and matches for all abilities. The Club runs an annual tourna-

ment supported by teams from far afield, soccer camps and specialist coaching courses throughout the year.  

 

#MC9 

An insight from my side 

MY FIRST NON-LEAGUE CLUB 

By @MikkeCamz 

Croydon FC – This was the first 
‘semi-professional’ club that I had 
been involved with. I had just turned 
17, I was excited though, scared at 
the same time. We have to       
remember that at this point I didn’t 
know how it all worked – I didn’t 
know about the players that would 
be proper cool with you, until they 
find out you played in the same 
position, then from that point, you 
are not cool, in fact, they might 
even leave a few harsh tackles on 
you in training. I didn’t know that 
there were players that wouldn’t 
have to turn up to one training  
session but would come in on   
Saturday, walk around the pitch for 
90 minutes, then get extremely over 
paid whilst you wouldn’t get even 5 
minutes off the bench. I definitely 
didn’t know about the ‘big time’ 
players that would take the piss out 
of you any chance they get, in a 
‘bantery’ way of course. 
 
As a youngster, sometimes I 
found it hard not to take 
things personal, and of 
course, I wasn’t on the level 
to banter back at that point 
(anyone that knows me 
knows this   didn’t last long). 
If I was  going to give any 
young footballers advice – it 
would be never to take any-
thing personal. You are 
involved in a game where  
everyone has an opinion 
though not      everybody’s 
counts nor  matters. 
 
The manager at the time was 
someone quite well known in the 
non-league world, and who’s name 
more time comes up when talking 
about the Croydon FC from back in 
the day. He saw that I had pace, 
and straight away, (as I am sure 
many quick players can relate) 
thought that I would be a brilliant 
‘winger’. Pre-Season was now over 
and we were preparing for our first 

game of the season. Croydon’s 
main striker at the time had pulled 
up with an injury in the last game of 
pre-season meaning I would     
definitely get the nod to play up top 
right? 
 
I was buzzing – lets bear in mind I 
had just started my first office job at 
the time, and let me be honest, as a 
young person hoping to make it in 
football full time, this was actually a 
very big day for me. 
Match Day came and we were  
sitting down for one of the infamous 
team talks that speak about      
absolutely nothing you have worked 
on but ‘should know’ as ‘you   
wouldn’t be at this level’ if you didn’t 
know how to do it. Confused (let’s 
not forget I was still new to this) I 
kept listening for the only part I 
really wanted to hear – the starting 
line-up. 

 
He then starts with ‘right, we are 
going to change the formation due 
to a change of personnel (oh, so 
the 4-4-2 formation that we have 
done for the whole of pre-season 
goes out of the window then?), we 
are going to go with a 4-5-1 with the 
‘wingers’ basically playing as WING 
BACKS. For those reading that 
don’t know, in my opinion, this is 
one of the WORST footballing  
positions to play in, especially if you 

are not experienced. To be honest 
at that point I was just majorly   
excited to be in the starting line up, 
so I went with it. 
 
I had an absolute mare – I was 
nervous and letting the occasion 
get to me. I couldn’t get my touch 
right, couldn’t make a pass, it was 
like I lost any ability I had previously 
shown. To make it worse, I had no 
idea how to play this position.   
Another thing that affected me  
highly was the gaffer barking 101    
different things in my ear, even 
more annoyingly, I was on the  
dugout side, and there really was 
no getting away. 
 
Half time came; he looked me dead 
in the eye and said these exact 
words “I’m going to hold my hands 
up here, because I was unaware 
that you clearly can’t play that    

position…” and he went 
on. 
 
I didn’t know what to say 
or think, though unlike 
Kepa, I ‘listened’ to him, 
nodded my head and got 
on with it. Weather I 
agreed or had a point to 
make, as a 17 year old 
that is playing his first 
game in          Non-league 
let alone the club I knew 
the only thing I could real-
ly do to better it was do  
better than my first half, 

starting by making a damn pass for 
starters. 
That day, I was completely spun. 
 
Today, I’d be more shocked if    
situations like that didn’t occur   
every other week. 
 
All managers have their own style 
of management – but not all     
managers know how to speak to 
people.  

https://lettheplayersplay.wordpress.com/


Combined Counties 

League Sponsor. 

Club Sponsor in 

the Spotlight 

How and Why 
did you chose 
to get involved 
with    Eversley 
& California 
FC? 
 
We were ap-
proached to be 
the Programme 
printers for 
Eversley and 
were more than 
happy to do so. 
As a local  busi-
ness ourselves, 
we are always 

keen to serve, promote and champion all   local 
business's and organisations. 
 
We are based in nearby Yateley. I operate form 
home, where I live with my wife,  Joanne and 
son Daniel. 
I loved playing local Sunday football a few years 
back and now my son, Daniel, plays for Darby 
Green U-10s on a Saturday. It is heartening to 
see so many local sports clubs around, although 
I am aware how much hard work goes on     
behind the scenes voluntarily. 
 
Is there any service or product you'd like us to 
promote to our readers? 
 
We offer a wide range of printing services, form 
these programmes to large size posters, so         
really it is just the fact that we are a local firm, 

offering a fast friendly service, operating 7 days 
a week inc evenings, for the local area. We have 
over 30 years experience in the print industry, 
and Printrik has been going for nearly 7 years 
now. 
 
How can people get in contact with you? 
Email, website social media etc.? 
 
By phone 07745 400841, 
Email print.info@printrik.co.uk ,                        
our website is www.printrik.co.uk or              
Facebook www.facebook.com/printrik 

Is there anything you'd like to say to our club 
members and readers? 

 
Printrik would like to wish all involved with E & 
C FC the very best of luck this season and we try 
and support/champion all local sports clubs & 
events. 
 
Ric Mercado 

mailto:print.info@printrik.co.uk
http://www.printrik.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/printrik


Meet the  

Manager 

 

2019-20 Sponsorship 

Packages 

 

Ashley Cunningham Coach Eversley & California FC 

So after the disappointment of last weeks result vs Westside FC, the club went 

back to training with purpose and a desire to make sure games like that don’t get 

away from us in the future.  

The Westfield game saw E&C FC dominate the lion share of possession in the first 

half having created some excellent counter attacks and coming close on several 

occasions. Plagued by injuries within 10mins of the 2nd half beginning which saw 2 

changes to the back four, changed the dynamic of the unit, and meant they had to 

get up to speed fast due the threat of a quick front three from Westside. 

More chances came and went but with 2 goals saw Westside leave the winners 

and taking a 3 points. Encouraging signs for the Boars with plenty of positives to take away.  

Onto this week’s opponents Kensington & Ealing Borough. Last season saw 2 very competitive games played over the home 

and away leg, with honours even both winning our respective home ties. This season situation no change, both teams come 

out from the first minute and looked to express themselves. Going forward both teams look to have a threat, as the half 

developed we continued to ask questions of the hosts. Then a spell on 8 minutes saw us concede 2 sloppy goals.  

Half time gave us the opportunity to regroup and second half began as the first started we dominated possession and again 

continued to ask questions of our hosts, the next goal would change the complex of the game and again we were punished 

for lack of discipline and switched off for 30 seconds and where punished again. The game went on to finish 3-0 but the 

score line doesn’t portray the performance of the Boars. 

We continue to build and strengthen on the field. Watch out as the Boars are on the up and its only time before things click 

and when they do, all the hard work will be there for all to be seen.  

As we look forwards, this week sees the lads travel down to Southampton on a Tuesday evening to play the first cup game 

of the season vs Hythe & Dibdean in the Hampshire Senior Cup (although this will have gone to print and the result now 

known) before we then switch fire back to the CCL which will see the Boars Host Bagshot on Saturday and a local derby 

away at Sandhurst on Bank Holiday Monday. 

Thankyou all for your continued support and hopefully will see you all over what looks to be a busy week for the Boars. 

“success is no accident, it is hard work, perseverance, learning, studying, sacrifice and most of all love what you are doing or learning to 

do”  

                               -Pele 

 

2019-20 



Today’s Match Sponsor 

Contact us 

info@kbselectrical.com 

01189 212 017 

Why is Sponsorship so 

important ? 

Welcome and Thankyou to KBS Electrical and Data Services Ltd who are today’s Match Sponsor for our second home 

game of the 2019-20 Combined Counties Division 1 season.  

KBS (Electrical Engineers) Ltd was founded in 1961 it was rebranded as KBS Electrical and Data Services Limited in July 

2004 when the management buy out of KBS (Electrical Engineers) Ltd was completed.  

We pride ourselves on our versatility, high standards of workmanship, loyal workforce, customer service and professional 

approach to managing contracts. We have an outstanding reputation and considerable goodwill with our clients. 

We have carried out installation works on a variety of different projects in recent years establishing an excellent         

reputation with national retailers both supermarket and department stores. These clients demand high standards of 

technical input, workmanship, safety and continuous achievement of programme targets. Furthermore the Directors and 

Managers of the Company continue to respond to all reasonable requests for guidance and information even after the 

contracts have been completed and final accounts settled, thus a great trust between client and contractor has evolved 

during the Company's history.   

All site staff carry CSCS cards and are qualified in their respective fields. We have qualified staff in the production of ‘As 

Fitted’ drawings using AutoCAD together with experienced administration staff for the production of accounts, estimating 

and job costing.  

We have the knowledge and the commitment to carry out any type of project, we work throughout the UK providing 

electrical engineering services to the varying requirements of our Clients in the building, retail, industrial, private and 

commercial markets. 

KBS Electrical and Data Services Ltd are also sponsoring 1st Team Full back Chris Robson 

How to get involved.  
 
It’s simple really. If you’re at a 
game just ask one of the Club 
officials or Managers and they 
will be happy to take your de-
tails and provide you with infor-
mation. Or you can email the 
club via the club website or the 
Chairman and we’ll get back to 
you. Remember any sponsor-
ship is greatly appreciated so 
whether it’s £30, £300 or more 
we’ll be able to find something 
to put your generous sponsor-
ship towards that will help take 
this club forward. And in return 
we’ll be as proactive and crea-
tive as we possibly can to pro-
mote your business across all 
our media outlets. Sponsorship 
money goes towards kit, equip-
ment or improvements around 
the ground so something you’ll 
be able to see.  
 

Example of what  
sponsorship can been used 
for. 
 
So, a small sponsorship of £30 
for example could go towards 
printing costs of a Match day 
programme and £50 would get 
you two Match days as the  
programme Sponsor. For £75 
you could sponsor a player. 

This goes towards Club attire 
that they wear to games and 
training. And every time that 
player is mentioned on social 
media your business will be 
tagged in to further promote 
your business. At the other end 
of the scale £800 would get 
your company on the Teams 
shirts which obviously gets a lot 
of attention. And for anyone 
wanting to sponsor even bigger 

sums then our Chairman would 
be more than happy to speak 
with you about a variety of 
more expensive projects that 
would include ground improve-
ments amongst other things.  
 

What do you get for your  
money?  
 
Naturally the bigger the spon-
sorship investment you make 
the more the Club can offer you 
in terms of promoting your 

business. We value every penny 
sponsored so do all we can to 
work hard to promote your 
business in return for your kind 
sponsorship. This includes your 
logo appearing in the  
programme, being promoted 
throughout the year on our 
social media, tagged in with 
your sponsored player, banners 
at the ground, logo on kit and 
equipment and much more. 
And as stated the bigger the 
investment the more promo-
tion we offer.  
 

Building long lasting  
positive working  
partnerships.  
 
It’s not uncommon for sponsors 
to feel let down or left with a 
sense of not getting much in 
return when they sponsor 
teams. That’s not the case at 
Eversley & California. Like we 
say we will be as proactive and 
creative as we possibly can so 
that we can help promote your 
company and generate more 
business for YOU. We want you 
to feel valued and a part of the 
club’s success and in return see 
positive benefits for your com-
pany. Our aim is to build long 
lasting working partnerships 
that bring success for us all.  



Meet Today’s  

Opposition 

Youth Section Update 

www.eversleycaliforniayouthfc.co.uk 

  

Bagshot FC, formed in 1906  have a similar recent history to us having been promoted to the   

Combined Counties Division 1 for the first time in their history as a result of being crowned    

Champions of the Aldershot & District Senior League in 2015/16. In their first 3 full seasons at 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Step 6 The ‘Baggies’ have had mixed fortunes with an 8th placed finish in their first season, fol-

lowed by 19th in season 2017/18 and a 13th placed finish in last years campaign. The ‘Baggies’   

currently ground share at Krooner Park (above, right), home of Combined Counties Football 

League Premier  Division side Camberley Town FC. (Above, left—1953/54 Team) 

The youth section has approximately 20-25 teams through the age groups from U7’s to U’18’s 

who compete in the North East Hampshire Youth Leagues and East Berks  

Football Alliance.  

Throughout the season we will let you 

know how they are getting on with         

results and League positions where that 

applies. Not only that but we’ll be    

looking to invite the various Managers         

to give us an update on their teams progress so that they can showcase their team and   

achievements to date within this programme.  

The ‘ Boars’ stars of the future will be kicking off their seasons in the 1st week of September. 

For more information visit  

  www.nehyl.org.uk   www.eastberksfa.com   

The club is committed providing local footballers with a safe and enjoyable environment to 

enjoy their football. 

Annual Eversley & California FC Youth Tournament 

The Youth section is extremely popular and is well known in the county for hosting a very suc-

cessful youth tournament held at the clubs grounds over consecutive Sundays at the end of 

June and the beginning of July. The tournament is open to all age groups from U6’s to U15’s 

and has approximately 200 teams competing. It’s a fantastically organized event so if you are 

involved with or know of youth teams who may be interested, keep a note in your diary and 

checkout their website so that you can book early when the time comes to secure your team a 

place. 

RECENT HEAD TO HEAD 

(L) Eversley & California 1 - 0 Bagshot 

 

(L) Bagshot 0 – 3 Eversley & California 

 

(L) Bagshot 0 – 2 Eversley & California 

RECENT FORM 

CCD1—17/08/19  

Bagshot 3-0 FC Deportivo Galicia 

CCD1 -10/08/19 

Bagshot 2-1 Epsom & Ewell 

CCD1—03/08/19 

Bedfont & Feltham 3-0 Bagshot 



Opposition  

History 

 

2019/20 Season ticket  

information & How to  

become a Match day sponsor.  

 

     Eversley and California FC Match Day 

Sponsors 

IF ANYONE WOULD LIKE TO BE A MATCH DAY SPONSOR FOR AS LITTLE AS £25 

OR ALTERNATIVELY IF YOU WOULD LIKE A SPONSORSHIP BOARD AROUND THE 

GROUND FOR YOUR BUSINESS, THIS IS AVAILABLE FROM £120. 

PLEASE CONTACT MARTIN ELCOX FOR MORE INFORMATION AT: 

martin.elcox@gmail.com 

2019-20 

The football club was established in 1906, and for many of the early years the team 
played in the local Ascot and Woking district leagues. 
In that period the club played matches at Pennyhill Park and Connaught Park in the vil-
lage.  

In the late 1970s the club were permanently based at the Pennyhill Park ground, College 
Ride. 
In 1982 the club were promoted to the Surrey Intermediate League, and each year won 
successive promotions.  
The club won the Senior Division championship in 1986-87 and were then promoted to 
the Surrey Premier League (later to become the Surrey Elite League). 
The club were also Surrey County cup semi finalists in 1985 and 1986. 

After more successful seasons in the Surrey Intermediate League the club then moved 
to the Berks and Bucks league, with the highlight winning the Maidenhead Norfolkian 
cup in 2007 before leaving for the Aldershot & District League. 

After winning Division Two in 2005–06 they were promoted to Division One, which they 
won in 2008–09, earning promotion to the Senior Division.  
They subsequently won the Senior Division and the Surrey Intermediate Cup in 2011–
12, before going on to win both the Senior Division and Senior Division Cup double in 
both 2012–13 and 2013–14, along with the Aldershot Cup. 

After winning the Senior Division again in 2015–16, they were promoted to Division One 
of the Combined Counties League for the first time in the club history. 
This is all due to the hard work and time that the Wickens family have put into the club 
over the last 40 years. 



Combined Counties  

Football League Ball  

Sponsor 

Vets Team  

Update 

 

NEW to the club for the 2019-20 season is the formation of the Eversley & California FC Vets 

Team. Going back almost a decade saw a very successful period for the club and now a large 

number of those players are returning once again to don the ‘Boars’ shirts in pursuit of further 

success!  

Player Managers Paul JACOBS & Michael PENNINGTON are leading the charge and they will be 

talking all things ‘BOARS VETS’ during the season within this programme. They’ll be keeping you 

up to date with how the team is progressing and no doubt be sharing some funny stories from 

the past and indeed the present as they take the field once again. 

Pre-season has already begun for the VETS and their season starts on Sunday 8th September 

when they kick off their campaign in the ALDERSHOT & FARNHAM VETS LEAGUE DIVISION 2.  

They will also be competing in numerous Cup Competitions. Manager Paul Jacobs said ‘We’ve 

High hopes for the season with a lot of old Eversley players from years gone by 

looking for more success in the Eversley jersey!’ 

RECENT RESULTS 

Vs LIGHTWATER PUMA’S WON 3-0 

Vs BADGER VETS WON 3-0 

UPCOMING PRE SEASON FIXTURES 

28TH August Vs Badger Vets 

1st September Vs Headley Vets 
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Weekend’s Fixtures involving  

Combined Counties Division 1 

Teams 

SATURDAY 24TH 

AFC Hayes vs FC Deportivo Galicia 

Ash United vs Cove 

British Airways  vs Bedfont & Feltham 

Chessington & Hook Utd vs Westside 

Farnham Town vs Sandhurst Town 

Walton & Hersham vs Kensington & Ealing Borough  

SUNDAY 25TH  

Jersey Bulls vs Fleet Spurs 

MONDAY 26TH 

Bagshot vs Ash Utd 

Bedfont & Feltham vs AFC Hayes 

Cove vs Farnham Town 

Dorking Wanderers Reserves vs Chessington & Hook Utd 

Godalming Town vs Walton & Hersham 

Sandhurst Town vs Eversley & California 

Westside vs Jersey Bulls 

 

Ladies Team Update 

By Manager Martin Elcox 

The Ladies side are always on the lookout for additional 

players, so if anyone is interested in playing Women’s 

football, please contact the club by emailing the Ladies 

manager using ladies@eversleycaliforniafc.net or via any 

of the other social media offerings. 

Now entering their third season with the club, Evers-

ley & California FC Ladies currently play in Division 

One of the Thames Valley Counties Women’s Foot-

ball League, finishing fourth and fifth in their first 

two seasons playing at that level. 

Prior to becoming part of the Eversley & California 

set up, the team began its life playing under the 

Yateley United banner, playing in the TVCWFL Divi-

sion Two and were crowned champions in 

2015/2016, before moving the short distance up the 

road to Fox Lane to start their Division One cam-

paign. For three of the players this was very much a 

homecoming, as they had all been members of a 

successful California FC girls team, winning both 

league and cup titles. 

The ambition of the club is to grow the Ladies section 

over the next two to three years, by introducing a 

Ladies Reserve side and more importantly by apply-

ing to move into the Regional League Promotional 

Pool within the women’s pyramid, which will mean 

playing in the Women’s Southern Regional League 

and more importantly bring Women’s FA Cup foot-

ball to fox Lane for the first time.  

New Captain Announced 

Danielle Jones was announced as the new team Cap-

tain with Chloe Lovell picking up the Vice-Captain 

role. 

Match News 

The ladies squad had their first pre-season friendly at 

home against Holyport two weeks ago and ran out 

comfortable winners scoring four and maintaining a 

clean sheet in the away goals column. 

A first half goal with an emphatic near post finish 

from Katie Hougham was the difference between the 

two teams at half time as the Ladies shrugged off the 

cobwebs of their break. A much more fluid second 

half saw some good passing passages of play, with 

Chantelle Lawrence scoring with a really good snap 

shot from the edge of the box into the bottom right 

hand corner of the goal. Jodie Gray-Piazza in goal 

had a fairly quiet day, as the defence got to grips 

with the Holyport strikers, but was called on a couple 

times to make two really good saves. Katie went on 

to complete her hat-trick and the team their well 

deserved win. 

The Ladies side for the last two seasons has 

been sponsored by Hartley Botanic 

Ladies Squad 

Dani Jones (c), Megan Averill, Molly Bernard, Laura Comer-
ford, Dean Darch, Natasha Elcox, Jodie Gray-Piazza (Gk), 

Karen Hoare, Katie Hougham, Chantelle Lawrence, 
Chloe Lovell, Leighann May, Rebekah Pantony, 
Emma Pointon, Lucy Standen, Emily Veitch 

mailto:ladies@eversleycaliforniafc.net


Coach Stephen Bullard talks to Dev’s Manager Scott 

Kemp about  

VEO 

 

The implementation of VEO and the 

drone to record matches and training is 

a fantastic aid to coaching and        

developing players and as a Club we 

very much hope over the course of the 

season it will give us an extra edge over 

our rivals.  

I took the time to speak to Dev       

Manager Scott Kemp to ask him about 

his thoughts on the use so far.  

When were you told the club had VEO 

and what were your initial thoughts on 

it?  I’d not personally heard of VEO until 

Suj and I went for our Interview for the 

Dev Managers job, although I knew 

there were various video recording 

products out there on the market that 

were used to assist developing players. 

I’m a big fan of using video but due to 

costs assumed anything with any   

quality would just be far too expensive. 

So, I was pleasantly surprised when 

Matt Angell gave us a brief presenta-

tion of what its capabilities are and how 

he wanted to use it. I recall thinking 

“Wow, this is a Club and Manager who 

really are serious about developing 

players” To invest in a product like this 

with long term benefits rather than 

throw money at wages is a clear signal 

of intent” of how serious they were to 

committing to player development. 

How have you used it so far?  

So far, the Club have made all footage 

obtained accessible to players and staff 

by getting them signed up to VEO. 

Players are encouraged to view it to 

observe and evaluate their own perfor-

mance in order to improve which ulti-

mately has a positive effect on the 

team’s performance. (Above image is 

taken from phone. Players simply login, 

and press play on the game they 

choose) 

How do you hope to maximise the 

benefits of VEO in your development of 

players here at E&C?  The next stage is 

most definitely to start breaking foot-

age down and utilising it to provide 

individual player analysis to players on 

a specific area of development as well 

as analysis to ‘units’ within the team 

and team shape in general. Both Man-

agement teams always discuss the 

footage and then use our findings to 

prepare and deliver sessions based on 

what we have observed and highlighted 

as areas for development anyway. So 

the next stage is to provide that specific 

analysis using video in the form of a 

video sessions or provide that to a 

player direct via smart phones etc.  

What problems have you faced so far 

in its use?  The only real issue so far is 

having the time to really break the 

footage down. I’m sure every Manager 

and Coach would love to do so much 

more, but with work, family and the 

normal hours one puts in to running a 

side anyway time just seems to disap-

pear. That said, we are working at ways 

of streamlining the process and using a 

consistent format of delivering that 

analysis to players, units and the team.  
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VACANCIES 

 

 

TURNSTILE OPERATOR 

Flashy title I know and we don’t actually 

have a turnstile.  But, its the same role. Lol 

Essentially working on the gate as  

supporters enter and purchase their ticket 

and programme on match days at the Den. 

For more details on the role please contact 

Club Chairman Martin Elcox 

martin.elcox@gmail.com 

MATCH DAY PHYSIO 

1st Team Manager Matt Angell is looking for a 

highly motivated and skilled individual to join 

his management team as 1st Team Physio. 

It’s a great opportunity for someone looking to 

gain invaluable experience working in the sports 

industry at a semi-professional Football Club. 

For more details on the role please contact 

Matt Angell 

eversleyandcaliforniafc@gmail.com 



Dates for the  

Diary 

#NextGen 
The future is bright! Meet two of the youngest 

members of the Development Team. 

  

August  26th 

Away Vs Sandhurst 

Town in the League.  

BANK HOLIDAY  

MONDAY—11:30am Kick 

Off 

August 31st 

Away Vs Abingdon 

United in the F.A 

VASE 

September 17th  

Home Vs Sheerwater in 

the Southern  Combina-

tion Cup –7.45 Kick Off 

 

 

September 21st 

Away Vs Jersey 

Bulls in the 

League. 

September 24th 

Cherry Red Records 

Premier Challenge Cup 

Vs BALHAM at HOME. 

7:45 Kick Off 

October 12th  

NON-LEAGUE DAY 

Home Vs Godalming 

Town. 3pm Kick Off 

December 21st 

HOME Vs Epsom & Ewell 

FC in the league 

 

December 28th 

Away Vs British Air-

ways in the League 

 

January 4th 2020 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 

HOME Vs Dorking        

Wanderers Reserves 

 

GEORGE DANCE 
 
First Football Club: SWALLOFIELD WASPS 
Position: Striker  
Other positions: No.10 / Winger 
Age: 16 
Supports: Barcelona 
Current Youth Team: Maidenhead  
Previously played for: Aldershot Town 
Trialled at: Farnborough FC 
Aims for the Season:  To break into the  1st Team 
Best moment in football so far: Playing for 1st Team at Dorking Wanderers 
 
 
 
 

BEN MARTIRE 
 
First Football Club: BINFIELD FC 
Position: Striker  
Other positions: Winger 
Age: 16 
Supports: Reading FC 
Played for any U18 Teams: Yes, Windsor FC 
Trialled at: Scouted by Reading FC into advanced training centre & then into Elite centre. 
Aims for the Season:  To become a regular starter in Dev Team, then break into 1st Team 
Best moment in football so far: Scoring at Madejski stadium Vs Woking Academy last season. 
 



THE BUILD UP TO THE BOARS  

BUILDBASE FA VASE 

FIXTURE 

 

The 2019/20 
Buildbase FA 
Vase is the 46th 
season of the 
competition, an 
annual football 
competition for 
teams playing 
below Step 4 of 
the English    
National League 
system. The 
competition is to 
be played with 
two qualifying 
rounds preceding 
the six proper 
rounds. The semi
-finals will be 
played over two 
legs and the final 
to be played at 
Wembley      

stadium. All first leg ties until the semi-
finals are played with extra time if level 
after 90 mins. 1st leg ties can be resolved 
by penalties if both teams agree. 
 
There will be approximately 640 teams 
who embark on the FA Vase journey all 
across the nation over the weekend of 
31st August and come May 17th, 2020 just 
two teams will be left to battle it out at the 
iconic Wembley stadium. Last year it was 
one of Cherry Red records Combined 
Counties Premier very own Clubs,     
Chertsey Town under the leadership of 
Dave Anderson who lifted the Vase in front of 
42,962 fans after defeating Cray Valley PM 3-1 

(AET).  A truly great occasion and historic day for 
the Club who became the 1st Combined      
Counties side to win the Vase.  
 
It should be noted also that Abbey Rangers, led 
by Mick Woolgar had a tremendous run too,   
losing in the 5th round to eventual runners up 
Cray Valley PM.  
 
As for the Boars. We too had a spirited run in last 
year’s competition getting to the 1st Round   
proper losing narrowly to Step 5 club Horndean 
from the Wessex Premier Division 0-1 in front of 
nearly 100 fans. No mean achievement          
considering Horndean are a Step above and  
finished runners up last year in their Division.  
 
The Boars didn’t have to travel far though with all 
3 Vase games at home beating Downton FC 
(Step 6-Wessex Division 1 side) in the 1st    
Qualifying Round 1-0, followed by a 2-1 win over   
another Wessex Premier side Lymington Town 
FC.  

 
 

Development Team  

Recent Results & 

League Tables 2019/20 

 

RECENT RESULTS 

Hartley Wintney Res’ 1-2 Abbey Rangers Dev 

Eversley & California Dev 1-3 AFC Hayes Res’ 

Holmer Green Dev U25 3-3 Leverstock Green 

Res 

Westfield FC Res’ 0-4 Thatcham Town FC Dev 

 

UPCOMING FIXTURES 

Thursday 22nd August  

Harefield Utd Res’ VS Dunstable Town U21 
Saturday 24th August 

Abbey Rangers Dev VS Thatcham Town FC Dev 

Harley Wintney Res’ VS Eversley & California 

Dev 

Holmer Green Dev U25 VS AFC Hayes Res’ 

Westfield FC Reserves VS Dunstable Town U21 



Vs 

ABINGDON UNITED 

SATURDAY 31st August 

Vs 

3pm Kick Off  

at Northcourt Road, Abingdon. OX14B 1PL 

As for our opposition, Abingdon United, in this 
year’s Buildbase FA Vase they to exited at the 
1st Round proper stage last season after losing  
1-0 away at Wessex Premier side Alresford 
Town in front of nearly 200 fans. In the qualifying 
rounds they beat Wallingford Town from the  
Hellenic League Division 1 East 4-1 in an away 
tie before knocking out Alton from the Wessex 
Division1 league 3-0 at home. 
 
Make sure you get along to Northcourt Road 
(picture below) to support the guys as they look 
to progress to the 2nd Qualifying round where 
the winner will  have a Home tie Vs  

READING CITY. 
 
Prize money in  The BUILDBASE FA VASE as 
you would expect isn't as big as the FA Cup, but, 
win or lose there are  financial rewards that all 
help clubs at  Step 5 and below who compete in 
the competiton. And naturally the further you go 
the more your club can accumulate. (See table 
right) 

 

Development Team 

Managers Update 

 

Firstly, I must echo Suj’s 

comments in the        

programme Vs Westside 

at our delight at having 

been appointed the 

Managers for the      

Development Team. Its 

been an extremely   

enjoyable 3 months so 

far getting to know   

everyone at the club.  

 

The club shares our vision of developing players 

through coaching and creating that player pathway 

and building an enjoyable environment where every-

one involved is  valued and        respected. Chairman 

Martin Elcox and 1st Team Manager Matt Angell pas-

sionately believe in the vision and lead by example 

from the front which is creating an extremely enjoya-

ble footballing experience. It feels like home! 

 

Pre-season has now finished and considering we’ve 

inherited a side that has finished bottom in the SFL 

Central Division for the past two years, the guys have 

really bought into our  approach and are putting into 

practice what we are asking of them.  

 

There are clear signs of improvement , however, we 

know there is still much work to be done. That said, 

some notable results and performances, even in 

games we have lost gives me belief that we are 

heading in the right direction. Don’t get me wrong, 

we want to win, we want to challenge for silverware 

every season, but we must be realistic. We are up 

against some bigger and  more established Clubs 

than ourselves right now, so the journey won’t be 

easy.  

However, I can assure you we go into every game 

believing we can win and will set the team up      

tactically to do just that.  

 

We kicked off our Suburban League Central cam-

paign last Saturday and sadly lost 1-3 to AFC Hayes 

Reserves. They deserved their win for sure and   

despite being hugely disappointed after the game. 

Time to reflect in the week has given us more clarity 

of thought on the performance and there were many 

positives to be taken, but also some clear areas for 

development if we are to become a force in this 

division. Sam Knight, 20, 

was a stand out            

performer, as he was at 

Alton and this has already 

been relayed to 1st Team 

Manager Matt Angell. So 

Knight, is definitely knock-

ing loudly on the 1st Team 

door!  

Enjoy your Day. 

Scott (above)  

ROUND MONEY FOR WINNING TEAM 

1st Qualifying Round £550 

2nd Qualifying Round £725 

1st Round Proper £825 

2nd Round £900 

3rd Round £1,125 

4th Round £1,875 

5th Round £2,250 

Quarter-Finals £4,125 

Semi-Finals £5,500 

Final £30,000 



Meet the 1st Team 

Squad 

 

  

 

    

  

MANAGER 

MATT ANGELL 

HEAD COACH 

ASHLEY CUNNINGHAM 

 

GK COACH 

DEAN HURLOW 

 

Captain - MIDFIELD 

ALI DICKIE 

GOALKEEPER GOALKEEPER DEFENDER DEFENDER 

DEFENDER DEFENDER DEFENDER/MIDFIELDER DEFENDER 

JORDI WILSON LIAM VAUGHAN CONNOR ALLSTON GEORGE MARSH 

CHRIS ROBSON JAYSON DALTON SAM KHERA JAMES GRIGGS 

Meet the  

Development Squad 

 

    

    

 

MIDFIELDER MIDFIELDER MIDFIELDER MIDFIELDER 

JAMIE COOPER DAMILOLA OWOLANA BRADLEY CHARLES CALLUM DEVERILL 

MIDFIELDER MIDFIELDER MIDFIELDER MIDFIELDER 

HARRY WEBB 

MIDFIELDER 

ALEX LENON JOSH VALENTIN 

FORWARD 

NATHAN CONWAY JAKE LENON JACOB EVANS 

FORWARD FORWARD 

JIMMY HARVEY GEORGE DANCE 

BGM LANDSCAPES 



Meet The Development 

Squad 

Meet The 1st Team 

Squad 

  

MANAGER MANAGER GOALKEEPER COACH COACH 

SCOTT KEMP SUJ KHERA DEAN HURLOW STEPHEN BULLARD 

Captain—DEFENDER GOALKEEPER DEFENDER DEFENDER/MIDFIELDER 

ADAM ANGUS CONNOR RIDGERS LOUIS ARNOLD ANDREW PEARSON 

DEFENDER DEFENDER DEFENDER MIDFIELDER 

JACK HELLWELL JOE KIFF DAN HURLOW NICK COOPER 

DEFENDER MIDFIELDER MIDFIELDER MIDFIELDER 

CONNOR ALLISON IAN BROOKS ROSS McKERNAN CAMERON BLACKIE 

MIDFIELDER MIDFIELDER MIDFIELDER MIDFIELDER 

CALUM COLLINS JAMES ALLISON CALUM HARTIN SAM KNIGHT 

MIDFIELD FORWARD FORWARD FORWARD 

ANMOL RAI JEMEL JOHNSON JACK KITTELSEN CHARLIE SCOPE 



HALF TIME QUIZ 
 

Meet The Volunteers 

‘We Wouldn’t survive without you’ 

Nick Pyne  - Committee Member/Maintenance/

Turnstile Operator…….. 

 

How long have you been 

at Eversley & California 

FC?  

 I have been around the club for the 

nearly 13 years.  My son (Daniel) 

played for the club from U7s and 

was in soccer school from 5.   

How did you first get 

involved with the club 

and why?  

When Daniel was playing, I started to help the manager collect in kit 

after matches and training.  At the end of the U10 season I was 

talked (conned) into running the team and continued to do so until 

they finished their first U18s season.  This involved running a team 

on Saturday and Sunday for a couple of years!  At first it was a 

temporary ‘appointment’ but as time went on I enjoyed watching 

the boys develop as a group and the friendships that came out from 

it.  My involvement with the senior section came about as I wanted 

to give the boys the best environment to continue playing football 

as they became young men.  It also gives them a standard of coach-

ing I could never do. 

What is/are your role(s) at the Club? 

Having hung up my coaching boots now I mainly do anything I can 
do to help at the club.  For the first few matches this season I will be 
manning the turnstile.  I also acted as the club representative in the 
boardroom in this season's first match against Walton and Her-
sham.  I also seem to do a lot of carrying things around, from kit to 
the VEO recorder or fence panels.  I try to work to the mantra of 
many hands make light work.  Hopefully making sure that one 
person doesn’t do everything at the club.  The most important task I 
have is retrieving all the balls that disappear into the nature reserve 
or onto the youth pitches!! 

 

What do you have to do for your role in an aver-

age match week during the season? 

Manning the turnstile means involves speaking to the refs, exchang-
ing the team sheets (if no one else is about) and then making sure 
everyone pays to get into the ground.   I also put the goals away at 
the end of the match.  Help doing this is always appreciated as it is a 
two person job!  I sell the programmes and the tickets for the half 
time raffle as well.  If needed I go down to the club to help fix any 

issues.  I also put the goals away at the end of the match.  Help 

doing this is always appreciated as it is a two person job! 

 

Do you get any perks with your role? I.e free 

entry? 

I don’t charge myself for entry to home games!!  If I go to away 
games and a spare combined counties entry card is available, I also 
get free entry.  The best perk I got last season was two free pints of 
beer when we played Frimley Green away.  Another perk I have is 
my wife ignoring me due to her busy duties as the club sec.  She 
spends more time messaging the managers and chairman than 
talking to me…….. 

 

Why do you do the role you do and what’s the 

most enjoyable part of it for you?   

I am involved in the club as I am a massive fan of the way the Man-

agement teams of all three teams involve young players.  Eversley 

and California has been part of my life for 13 years which means I 

feel like a true supporter.  It is always enjoyable to watch any of the 

senior section teams play.  The most enjoyable part is when I see 

one of the players who has played for the club all their life makes a 

break through into any of the teams. 

Do you feel like your time and effort off the field 

makes a positive difference to the Club? And 

why?   

I  do feel my involvement helps the club.  Without the gate 

money the club would not survive.  Also having people like me 

allows the managers to focus on what they do best on match 

day - running the teams.  

Despite not playing do you feel the highs and 

lows that the players experience when the team 

wins or loses as a result of being a valuable 

member of the club?     

I may not put the effort in on the pitch but the effort I put in is all 
about making sure we have these brilliant facilities for the team to 
play on.  I do that because I want to see all the Eversley and Califor-
nia teams win.  So yes, I do feel the same highs and lows as the 
players experience. 

Step 1 –Work out the name of the football club for each of the 8 partial team 

crests below. 

Step 2— Once you have done that work out the nickname of a well known club 

using the first letter from each team name from step 1. 

Clue if you need it? We have played all the above teams in various cup matches in the last 10 years. 

 

Answers. From Left to right/top line Oxford City, Tuffley Rovers, Bedfont & Feltham, Ringwood 

Bottom row from left to right— Staines Lammas, Egham Town, Andover New Street, Hythe & Dibden 

 



EVERSLEY & CALIFORNIA ‘S  

OFFICIAL, UN-OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPHER 

Richard Milam ‘Behind the lens’ 

ARTICLE 2 

FOOTBALL IN  

BERKSHIRE 

Www.Footballinbracknell.co.uk 

By Tom Canning 

@fiberkshire  
 

My first football match  
 
As this is a bit of a bonus set of notes, I thought I’d go a little bit nostalgic. 
 
You’ve seen the @BBCMOTD tweet with the video of the young lad walking out and seeing the Goodison Park 
pitch for the first time?  
 
My first match was at Swindon Town. My mate and his dad were both Swindon fans and I was taken along way 
back in October 1992. It was quite an introduction to live football, Glenn Hoddle had just replaced Ossie Ardiles 
as manager and the Robins won 5-1. 
 
A few months later it was back to the County Ground for Swindon 1 Wolves 0. Not quite the same but the tannoy 
announced someway through the game there would be a fire drill after the match and we would be required to 
leave the ground via the football pitch. This was beyond excited, I was going to be on a proper football pitch. 
 
So why, aside from being born and bred here, am I in to Berkshire based non league football and not a long 
suffering Swindon Town fan? The simple answer, my dad. He’s single handedly responsible for all of this. 
 
Not being particularly interested in football. He spotted that Swindon were for some reason playing a friendly at 
Bracknell Town in the summer of 1992 (it later transpired it was to do with the now Crystal Palace chief exec Phil 
Alexander who was managing Bracknell) and took his two boys along. 
 
That was it. The love affair with a ground, the smells, the cigars, the people. I am sure its a similar story up and 
down the country which for me has developed into a full grown obsession with getting more of you to watch your 
local Berkshire club. I’d love to hear your first game stories @fiberkshire 
 
My challenge this season 
 
No player of the week this issue owing to tight deadlines but I wanted to tell you about the mediocre challenge 
I’ve set myself. I enjoy going to different grounds around the country, league, non league, whatever. I prefer the 
latter but shamefully there are grounds and clubs in Berkshire I’ve never been to! So that is being rectified and I 
am pledging to visit all 16 senior (between steps 1 and 6) non league clubs over the next nine months. And yes, 

Eversley & California counts because California is in Berkshire. 
 
Half time teaser 
Can you name all 16 senior non league clubs in Berkshire? 
 
Post answers on twitter tagging @fiberkshire - can you be the first to get it right? And 
don’t forget to search us out on social media. 

A view from beside the goal.  Position 
and stance. 
 
For me being an ex-player, coach and referee. Gives 
me a great insight Into the Beautiful Game (T.B.G.). 
My football experiences these days are mostly sat to 
the side of the oppositions goal taking images of our 
players trying to score. One of the things I leant early 
on in my sports photography career is, the position you 
take and the stance you take are very important to the 
pictures you are trying to get. When visiting grounds to 
take photographs it is a good idea to seek permission. 
Please be respectful of the host club, the players and 
officials. 
 
Think don’t get in the way. 
 

Position. Where around the pitch? 
 
Whether you are at the game covering the home or 
away teams or just there to cover both teams, then 
where you take your shots from will have a bearing on 
the final images. Most photographers want “The    
Money” Shot for the papers or social media. That strike 
on goal. The heading duel in the box from a corner. 
Free kicks and penalties. Most of this action is goal 
mouth action, so I tend to set up in the area beside the 
goal to the right, near the corner flag about 45 degrees 
to the action. This gives me the best opportunities to 
get the action shots I’m looking for. However, you may 
choose to sit around the side of the pitch in line with 
the 18-yard box. This will change the angle yare  
shooting at. Giving you a greater opportunity to get 
Goalkeeper action shots and strikers scoring in the 
same shot. Try positioning yourself on the halfway line, 
again this will allow you to take pictures of both goals 
and get good images of the defenders and midfield 
players. It’s always good to mix up the position you 
take up. 
 

 
Stance.  Standing or Sitting? 

Standing. 
 
Standing to take photos for a couple of hours with a 
heavy camera, then I advise you to invest in a      
mono pole, this is like a 1-legged tripod. It attaches to 
the camera and will help you stabilise your shots. 
Standing to shoot will give your images a flatness as 
you are shooting at the same height as your subject. 
So, try sitting to shoot. 
 

Sitting. 
 
Buy yourself a small folding seat 15 to 20 inches tall. 
When shooting in this manner relies on feeling com-
fortable and still using your mono pole. This is called 
“Hero” pose. This gives your images a very different 
look as you are shooting upwards thus making the 
subject appear bigger and filling you shot. This option 
of sitting to shoot is also very useful when photo-
graphing Juniors. Please look at the “money shot” from 
our first game at home on 10th August Versus 
Westside. 
 
Below & Front Cover Jermal Johnson thwarted by 
the very brave goalkeeper. Image used in print and on 
social media. I am sitting to the right of the opposition 
goal, 45 degrees to the action. 

Richard will be writing a regular article during the season 

sharing his experiences and showcasing the fabulous work 

he does for the club. He’ll also be sharing tips and advice 

for any budding photographers. So keep an eye out ! 

https://twitter.com/fiberkshire


DATE Opponent COMP SCORE ATT 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 14 15 16 17 
Sat 3 Aug Walton & Hersham L L 3-0  WILSON ROBSON DALTON DICKIE (C) ALLSTON MARSH BLACKIE McKERNAN KITTELSEN JOHNSON SCOPE J.ALLISON HARTIN S.KHERA KNIGHT VAUGHAN 

Sat  10 

Aug 

WESTSIDE L L 0-2  WILSON DALTON HATHA-

WAY 

DICKIE © MARSH GRIGG SCOPE BLACKIE JOHNSON McKERNAN COLLINS ALLSTON J.ALLISON KITTELSEN ROBSON VAUGHAN 

Sat 17 Aug Kensington & E. Boro’ L L 3-0  VAUGHAN ROBSON ALLISON.C DICKIE © MARSH ALLSTON WENDLING ALLISON. J FRANCIS McKERNAN SCOPE DALTON COLLINS KITTELSEN  WILSON 

Tue 20 

Aug 

Hythe & Dibben  HC                   

Sat 24 Aug BAGSHOT L                   

Mon 26 

Aug 

Sandhurst Town L                   

Sat 31 Aug Abdington United FAV                   

Sat 7 Sep TOOTING BEC L                   

Sat 21 

Sep 
Jersey Bulls L                   

Tue 24 

Sep 
BALHAM LC                   

Sat 28 

Aug 

Chessington & 

Hook Utd 
L                   

Sat 5 Oct BRITISH AIRWAYS L                   

Sat 12 Oct GODALMING TOWN L                   

                     

                     

                     

                     

                     

                     

                     

HOME GAMES IN BOLD & CAPITALS / Away games in Lower case / L=Combined Counties Division 1 / LC1 = Combined Counties Premier Cup & Round / EC1 = Esoteric Combined 

Counties League Cup & Round / FAV1 = FA Vase & Round. / SSC1 =County Cup & Round / SCC1 = Southern Combination Cup & Round. / Players in BOLD WITH Number = Goals 

scored / Players in YELLOW = Yellow card /Players in Red = Red card / Player in Yellow text & Red surround = Yellow card & Red Card / SCORES—Wins in GREEN, Draws in YELLOW & 

Losses in RED. / Players name underlined = used sub. / HC1 = Hampshire Cup 


