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Hon. Chairman - Mr Paul Maddison 

Planning for me for what was the clubs centenary year, started back in 2016 when I began planning 

for the 2017 summer ball which would act as a trial run for the much bigger 2019 ball to kick off the 

clubs 100th year celebrations. 

I am pleased to say both events went extremely well, with around 250 people attending the first and 

450 the second.  I didn’t do this all by myself of course but the idea and vision was something that I 

had been wanting to deliver for a number of years. I wanted and still want the club and its members 

to see ourselves as something much more than a small, happy to plod along little rugby club, when 

we can be so much more. 

Pre-season saw the club host the Royal Anglian Regiment Veterans team against a team of our own 

over 35’s, unfortunately the Royal Anglian idea of a vet was somewhat different to ours!  It was 

great to have them here at Camelot to remember those who have fallen and those who have served 

the regiment, some of which were players from our club. A big thank you needs to go to Charles 

Riches who helped co-ordinate the whole day and had to do a great deal of work to make the whole 

thing happen. 

The first game of the season at home to Datchworth was very well attended, due to there being an 

old boys buffet lunch in the newly refurbished members bar. This was organised by Robin Evans and 

Brick Waterhouse (thank you both) and gave the ladies and gentlemen who had donated funds to 

the new bar an ideal opportunity to see the new environment and also celebrate the start of 100th 

season.  Although the bar has not yet been adorned with pictures of teams past and present or had 

memorabilia put up, once it is fully completed it will reflect the clubs history in a modern setting. 

As I am sure you have managed to gauge, there is a great deal of time spent during closed season in 

preparation for the season that lays ahead and for my part I got involved in helping with the bar 

refurbishment, knocking down walls and wheeling out rubble as well as sourcing materials and man 

power. The other key thing I got involved with was securing sponsorship with several companies for 

a three-year period that saw their company name displayed on new centenary shirts for the senior, 

colts and ladies’ teams. The total amount pledged was £27,000.00 with the first year’s instalment 

going towards the cost of the new kit and with the second and third years instalments being used 

elsewhere. We can only hope that the companies involved have managed to negotiate the COVID-19 

lock down in good shape and are able continue with their financial support. 

Chris topping was busy doing the same thing for the mini and junior section and I believe he secured 

the same amount as me, which was great news for the club.  I should say that this was one of many 

things that Chris has got involved with in his time as Finance Director. We have been very fortunate 

to have Chris not only carry out the roll of F.D. but to have also been a key sponsor of the club for 

the past 6-7 years.  It is a great shame he is stepping down from his position on the committee but 

with his family growing up they need him now more than they maybe once did when they were 

younger. Chris and his wife Ruth have achieved a great deal of positive things for the club and I 

would like to thank them both for the service and work they have given and for what they have 

helped us to achieve. 

What of the rugby season?  Well, I don’t wish to duplicate anything in other committee members 

reports, but I think it is safe to say we did reasonably well and hopefully next season we will do even 

better. We didn’t have a director of rugby in place at the start of the year which was a mistake and 

fortunately Richard Woodard and Tony Browett put their respective hands up to share the role.  



This paid dividends quickly and lines of communication and organisation improved and helped to 

create a much better environment for all involved, thank you chaps for stepping up. I would also like 

to thank Barney Brown and Mikhaila Knowles for helping to organise the 2/3rd teams providing 

coaching sessions and match day organisation. 

Whilst I am in thanking mode at this point in my speech, I would like to thank other members of the 

committee. Firstly, Alan Chowles our Club Secretary has got involved with some of the more tedious 

but absolutely necessary tasks that a club needs to run affectively. Notably along with Chris Topping 

they have been negotiating leases with Boxmoor trust and Dacorum Borough Council to ensure 

rugby continues to be played at Chaulden Lane for the next 75 years. Alan has also been a voice of 

challenge and reason which has, at times, avoided us acting in haste and having to repent at our 

leisure. 

Thanks also to Nick Hoyes in his role of director of youth and rugby development as well as for 

monitoring the pitch usage and rotation. 

Thank you to Nick Wilson in heading up the Colts/academy age group which can be challenging at 

the best of times, just purely due to the age of the individuals involved.  Nick has also got involved 

with pitch maintenance and working with contractors to try and get the pitches in the best possible 

condition that you can in a public space. 

Thanks again to Richard Woodard who was also carrying out the duties of director of mini’s as well 

as DOR for the seniors, he likes to keep himself busy. 

Thanks to Carl McGinnis as director of facilities which covers a broad spectrum of responsibility from 

pest control to project management. 

Charles Riches also needs to get another mention he has not only helped to organise events he has 

been involved in getting the club re-opened, sorting our risk assessments, methods statements etc 

along with so many other things, I don’t know where he finds the time. 

Thank you to all the coaches, AGO’s, safeguarding officers, fixtures organisers, shop volunteers 

because without out all your time an effort and the positive things you do the local community 

would be much worse off. 

None of us could have foreseen the end to the season just gone our 100th year started so brightly 

but unfortunately, through no fault of our own, fizzled out.  It is difficult to predict definitely when 

the season ahead will start but if we can continue in the positive path that we have been travelling 

for the past 6 or so years then we can only get better. We are in reasonable shape, but we must not 

get complacent and there is an opportunity to kick at every level of the club and elevate ourselves 

above our detractors. 

For my part I am stepping down as Chair, family and work commitments need my attention and I 

cannot give the role the time that I believe it requires. I am sure who ever takes up the reins will do a 

splendid job and I wish them every success and good fortune. I will help out, time permitting and if 

required, having been involved at Camelot for 41years, it is difficult not to keep some sort of 

involvement. 

Good luck and best wishes to you all. 

 

 



Hon. Secretary Mr Alan Chowles 

 
What an incredible season of highs and lows our Centenary Year turned out to be. 
  
We started with such high hopes.  
 
Beginning over the August Bank Holiday weekend with a fun day and Internationals from the 
southern hemisphere – the result, doesn’t matter! 
 
This was followed by the Golden Oldies Reunion Lunch. The event, organised by Robin Evans, thank 
you Robin, brought together old friends of the Club and many we had not seen for a while. I think all 
those youngsters who attended learnt a little more about Camelot’s history. Incidentally, the 1st XV 
also beat Datchworth that day. 
 
Victory’s and yes, some losses, followed throughout the season for teams across the Club and then 
COVID 19 struck bringing an end to rugby as well as our planned Centenary events.  
 
Whilst others will say more about this I would like to pay tribute and thank all those AGO’s, coaches, 
players, officers, staff and volunteers, too numerous to mention by name, who have worked under 
very difficult circumstances to help some of the less fortunate in our local community, keeping the 
Club going and get things ready for the coming season – whenever that might be.  
 
Volunteering can be very rewarding, so if you have some free time and would like to become more 
involved in your Club please talk to any member of the Executive Committee or check out the 
volunteering page on the website HERE. I am sure there is a job just waiting for you! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.pitchero.com/clubs/camelotrugby/a/club-recuitment--volunteers-required-48372.html?page=1


Hon. Co-Directors of (Senior) Rugby – Mr Richard Woodard & Mr Tony Browett 
 
The 2019/20 season was like no other and it feels very strange for us writing this report in late 
August when preseason training has already started.  However, it looks like things will remain 
strange for some time.  Just last week we found out that the first 1st XV league game is scheduled for 
the 21st of November, still some 13 weeks away and no news on any merit table fixtures for the 2nd 
and 3rd XV as of yet. 

 
We would like to begin with a number of thankyous.  Firstly, to all the members who come and 
support the senior sides during the winter months. Especially those members and sponsors who 
have given so generously to allow us to provide more medical care and insurance for the 1st XV 
squad. 

 
The coaches, Sam Townsend and Barney Brown for all their hard work. Also, Specific praise and 
congratulations to Sam Townsend on becoming director of rugby (coaching) For Hertfordshire RFU. 

 
The managers Nikita Jackson, Paul Field, Dave Simmons and Mikhaila Knowles and the bus drivers 
Paul Madison, Jon O’Brien and Tony Massa. 

 
The medical staff Chris Bourne and Aaron for their outstanding care and treatment of the players 
and to the captains for their hard work, time, effort and energy week in week out. 

 
On reflection the season brought so many positives.  The 1st XV reaching the Herts Presidents Cup 
Final for the first time in most of our living memory.  The date of the final is still to be confirmed. 
However, a tasty fixture against Fullerians awaits - what a great way to start our 101st season with a 
cup win. 

 
It is important to recognise some outstanding performances particular mention must go to Jack Field 
and Brent for their consistent quality performances throughout the season. 

 
Although the season was cut short, we still achieved the highest league position for a number of 
years. This season will be remembered for away wins at Grasshoppers, Hampstead, Welwyn and 
Fullerians.  

 
The 2nd XV was a real struggle during 2019-20 which was mainly down to being in such a difficult 
merit table (table 1). With fixtures against much stronger clubs including Amptill and Bedford 
Athletic. This season has been one to forget.   
 
When the 20/21 Season does get going the “Knights” Will return in a more suitable merit table and 
we have to ensure that the Knights return to rugby and winning ways.  Currently we are seeing 
strong numbers at training, including last year’s colts, which should stand us in good stead. 

 
The 3rd team continue to play a key role in all aspects of the club which is greatly appreciated. On 
the field a great deal of success was had notably wins against Royston St Albans Datchworth and 
Beaconsfield before Christmas and wins against Barnett and Mill Hill in early 2020 are the standout 
results. Especially mentioned needs to be made of Jordan Flint who gained selection for the first 
team after Christmas. 

 
 
 



Hon. Director of Academy Rugby – Mr Nick Wilson 
 
As with many clubs, due to the drop-off in player numbers, running competitive fixtures for separate 

U17 and U18 teams had proved increasingly difficult. This was the first season combining the two 

age groups into a single Colts team, with all fixtures being fulfilled. 

 

Although some initial concerns about the two age groups playing together, this proved an 

unfounded problem. An initial concern that a large squad of 28 players would mean less game time 

did not materialise, as increased school demands, work and injuries resulted in 20-23 lads available 

for most games. 

 

A total of 12 games were played in the shortened season, the team winning 8 of the fixtures, with a 

total of 237 points scored and 201 points conceded. 

 

Training was supported throughout the year by the players and a positive team spirit grew as the 

two age groups integrated. 

 

As well as a full fixtures calendar for the team, progressing using this new larger squad enabled the 

release of some of the elder players to gain valuable match experience playing for the senior teams, 

teaming-up once more with younger senior players that have moved up the previous season. 

 

Going forward, this 2-year age group format, working additionally with senior team coaches & 

players will increase the Colts skillset and help to prepare them for the smooth transition into senior 

rugby.   

I would like to thank Dick Lawrence & Simon Maddern for their coaching roles this season, and for 

Colin Gees hard work as Fixtures Sec'.  

Whilst Dick & Simon will be relinquishing their coaching duties, they will be acting as liaisons with 

the players who have headed off to university, maintaining club playing links with a view to aiding 

player retention.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hon. Director of (Youth) Rugby – Mr Nick Hoyes 
 

Prior to the untimely and abrupt end to the rugby season back in March, season 2019-20 

was shaping up to be memorable even by our recent standards in the youth section. 

The U13s had a solid first season in the youth age groups and U14s both continued their 

progression in their HML Pools.  In line with RFU regulations for these age groups we are not 

allowed to post individual match results nor an actual league table.  However, both age 

groups achieved positive win / loss record across the season and probably more importantly 

the boys had exposure to tight competitive games, win or lose. 

The U15s and U16s both sat top of their league tables as the leagues entered the final round 

of fixtures.  Admittedly they both could have been overtaken in the final round of fixtures 

had Wasps (U15s) and Old Albanians (U16s) won their games in hand.  However, considering 

both teams are playing in the top tier of Herts / Middlesex Youth Rugby alongside clubs such 

as Bedford, Bishops Stortford, Hertford and Old Albanians – to be in with a chance of 

winning on the last day of the season is a remarkable achievement. 

In the County Knock-out tournaments things where shaping up nicely too.  The week before 

lockdown the U14s battled their way into the County Plate final with a superb gutsy display 

against a much bigger and higher ranked Hitchin side.  I feel privileged to have seen that 

display at close quarters being the designated referee on the day. 

The U16s had a County Cup semi-final against Hertford to look forward to and it wouldn’t be 

pushing it to suggest they’d inherited the tag of favourites for the competition having 

beaten their arch nemesis Old Albanians 28-24 in thrilling Quarter Final. 

These team successes saw the boys rightly gaining individually recognition.  At the entry 

level of representative rugby, we had 12 boys from across U13s, U14 and U15s involved 

with the Herts Developing Player Programme (DPP).  We’ve then another 2 (U15) boys who 

progressed to the next level up; the Herts Player Development Group (PDG).  At U16s level 

we had 5 boys earn their Herts County Colours, playing matches against Essex and Kent and 

another involved with the Scottish Exiles programme.  Finally, we 6 boys (3 U15s and 3 

U16s) represent Saracens Elite Player Development Group (EPDG); in effect the Saracens 

Junior Academy.  Congratulations to all the boys involved, I look forward to following their 

continued progress whenever Rugby restarts. 

At this stage I’d like to remind all the other boys to keep working hard at their game.  The 

beauty of Rugby being a late maturation sport is that chances will continue to present 

themselves even if not currently involved. 

Off the pitch things continue to progress.  Back in September 2019 we again ran a series of 

Schools 7s festivals covering the U12s through to U15s age groups; successfully recruiting a 

handful of boys into the section.  Whilst it may feel like a lot of effort to recruit such a small 

number of players, we do need to keep pushing these activities, even more so as we 

hopefully continue to progress from lockdown towards a return to rugby. 



We continued to encourage and fund coach education, often hosting these courses at the 

club.  We want to ensure our coaches have the best possible skills; coupling this with the 

coaching ethos we implemented in 2018 the aim is to ensure the boys have the best 

possible rugby experience.  We are now looking to push this along further by recruiting a 

Club Coaching Co-ordinator.  Anybody interested please see the job description as posted 

on the club website or have a chat with me. 

As a youth section we have a large group of dedicated volunteers.  Without naming any of 

them would just like to take this opportunity to thank them all for their unending support 

this season.  That said if any parents, grandparents, extended family members or friends 

fancy helping we could always do with more volunteers across several roles as advertised 

(again see the club website). 

From the wider club I’d like to thank Jon Byrne and Brent McDougall for their continued 

encouragement of the younger players at the O2 Touch Rugby sessions.  Thanks to Ali Taylor 

and Harry Cowan for refereeing and finally, Lynn and the girls behind the bar for keeping us 

refreshed and providing food for the boys after the games. 

I’d like to wish Dave, Tom, Les and the U16s boys all the best as they take the next step on 

their rugby journey, leaving the youth section to join the Colts.  At the same time, I’d like to 

welcome Simon, Richard and the U12s into the Youth section for next season. 

Hopefully this is the last time we have a virtual AGM and I look forward to getting rugby 

back up and running in this superb friendly club of ours.  If we all pull together and work 

hard, the events of the last 6 months will hopefully be nothing more than a blip we can 

continue to build on the successes highlighted here. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hon. Director of (Minis) Rugby – Mr Richard Woodard 
 
Thanks to all the coaches for their time commitment and enthusiasm for rugby and providing so 
many young people the opportunity to be part of the rugby family. 
 
Thanks to Lynn and her team, especially Georgie Strike, Nikita Jackson and Emily Fletcher and all the 
rest of the girls for providing refreshments and kitchen duties. 
 
I’d also like to thank Tara Kitchener, Chelsea Riches, Ruth Topping and Becky Whittaker for their 
individual roles, Safeguarding fixtures and Shop duty. 
 
The highlights of the rugby season: 
 
The Harpenden floodlit festivals on Friday nights attended by the under 9s, 10s, 11s and 12s. 
 
Although the season was cut short, we managed to play regular matches around Herts and 
sometimes further afield. Due to the season being cut short the festival period did not happen and 
unfortunately meant we all missed out on not only the warm weather but some of the most 
competitive rugby. 
 
We would also like to thank our sponsors Quantile technologies, Jay City Finance, Beechfield 
electrical and Leadstone Construction - many clubs commented on how smart the new kit looks. 
 
I would also like to thank the sponsors who allowed the under 11’s and under 12 is to train on the 
Harpenden 4G pitch. 
 
The new season will bring new challenges.  We already have a full fixtures list but we do need to 
encourage more parents to step into the coaching role in certain age groups.  Training equipment 
has been ordered and most importantly we have lots of young people and coaches ready to get 
started. 
 
This is my last report as director of mini rugby I would like to thank everybody that has supported 
the club and helped over the last three years.  The children are amazing and can be proud of 
themselves about how they demonstrate all the rugby values week in week out.  
 
As a club we rely heavily on our youngsters coming through to ensure that senior rugby is played at a 
competitive level. If you look at the current 1st XV squad, 90% are home grown former mini rugby 
players.  I look forward to welcoming some of the current mini section into adult rugby over the next 
few years. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hon. Commercial Director – Mr Charles Riches 
 
Having long since put my hand up to coordinate the Clubs Centenary events it was with some 
trepidation that I accepted the offer of returning as Commercial Director and 3rd XV Captain in the 
same week! 
 
However, a huge thanks must go to Chris Topping and Paul Maddison who had already organised the 
sponsors for the coming season and to Ruth Topping, whose tremendous work in the Club Shop 
since September 2018 meant that these were two less things to have to enter into the Commercial 
orbit in 2019-20.  It is also worth mentioning a subject particularly close to my heart – well done to 
Alan Chowles for orchestrating the design and ordering of the most spectacular club blazer I’ve ever 
seen, ready for the centenary and again to Ruth for overseeing the measuring and delivery!   
 
Sponsorship 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to publicly thank the following businesses who have sponsored 
us and for their support over the 2019-20 season. 
 

Shannon Rail Quantile Technologies 
Jay City Finance Bobs Bits Film & TV Props 
Maddison Business Systems Beechfield Electrical 
Leedstone Ltd Star Platforms 
Timber Reclamation Company TES Electrical 
Paul Empson Tree Surgery Grant & Stone 

 
I am pleased to report that most have agreed to and are able to continue their support into 2020-21 
and I await replies from one or two others. 
 
Bar  
 
The Club Accounts speak for themselves – we’re a club that likes a beer!  However, it is very 
appropriate to take a moment to acknowledge the tremendous work done by Lynn Massa and her 
team in maintaining both bars and putting up with those of us that drink there!  Additionally, high 
praise must go to the Club President Mr Toni Massa for cooking so many incredible club lunches!  
Well done and thank you to you all.  I’m not sure too many clubs can boast that their head chef is 
also their club president! 
 
Centenary Events 
 
The centenary was launched with a fabulously successful and glamorous summer ball in June 2019.  
Paul Maddison and summer ball team did an incredible job, well done to all involved. 
 
The decision was taken to cluster additional centenary events at the start and end of the season, 
leaving the middle free for the usual itinerary of club lunches, autumn internationals (in this case, 
the Rugby World Cup) and Six Nations.  Whilst 2020 might be a year to forget, lets take a moment to 
remember 2019… 
 
On August 31st we hosted a superb bunch of characters from the Royal Anglian Regiment who played 
a composite team made up of 1st, 2nd & 3rd XV players and vets all over the age of 35 and who then 
proceeded to drink the bar dry and then camp over night!  The whole event was held within a 
traditional Camelot fun day setting of Quasar Laser and inflatable activities.   



The day ran incredibly smoothly in part due to our meticulous planning and, as you’d expect, the 
involvement of the army.  Despite a few bruised heads and egos from those of us that played, the 
follow-up match saw our 1st XV demolish OAs 2nd XV in their preseason friendly! 
 
This event was complicated because of the involvement of women and children camping overnight 
and in this regard I would particularly like to single out the help of our 3rd XV for their assistance in 
turning the pavilion on the Council Pitches into a suitable environment for women and children to 
shower and change in. 
 
We then moved into early September which saw a fabulous buffet luncheon laid on for our older 
members at the event billed as the Golden Oldies Reunion Lunch ahead of the first 1st XV league 
game against Datchworth.  With enormous thanks to Robin Evans and his team for coordinating the 
whole event, advertising in the papers to find long lost teammates and even designing a new 
centenary tie!  Well done to Robin, Brick, Pete et al. 
 
Rugby World Cup 
 
You would be forgiven if you forgot!  England may have come out second best in the end, but they 
had a fabulous tournament beating the All Blacks in the semi-final in one of the most memorable 
internationals for a long time.  Their progression from the pools into the final made the club tills ring 
as did the pre-match breakfasts which we held! 
 
Fireworks Night 
 
Whether we can safely hold a Fireworks Night in November 2020 is under review and I am in 
discussion with the club and the police on this.  However, we held a very successful night in 
November 2019, very fortuitously planned for the Friday rather than the Saturday (which was World 
Cup Final Day) – well done Nikita Jackson! 
 
Cancelled Centenary Events 
 
Due to COVID we had no choice but to cancel the following events; 
 

▪ Centenary Beer Festival (featuring specially brewed Centenary ale for the occasion) 
▪ Centenary Dinner for the Mums, Wives and Girlfriends of Camelot 
▪ Ladies Night 
▪ O2 Touch Tournament 
▪ Race Night 

 
Naturally, this is a shame but, in most cases, the work has been done already and so when we are 
able, I’m sure we will be able resurrect some if not all of them. 
 
Then COVID-19 came along… 
 
You might think that with no rugby, no bar and no Centenary or other events able to run that the 
role of Commercial Director would be somewhat redundant.  I certainly thought so!  I could not have 
been more wrong. 
 
 
 



COVID-19 simply meant that the role changed.  Rather than raising money, it became more about 
saving money, helping Paul, Chris and Alan identify what support was available and readying the club 
for a reopening, ensuring we had a COVID secure club house for our members and staff and that 
rugby could return safely as we progressed through the phases. 
 
Below is a list of the main projects undertaken in the Commercial sphere since lockdown on March 
23rd.  In many ways some of these activities held more complexity than even planning the centenary 
events because we had to learn and operate under an entirely different, ever-changing set of rules, 
but we go there in the end! 
 

▪ Big Bar Sell Off - March 21st – Sale of perishables & surplus stock pre-lockdown. 
▪ Reviewing the Govt. / RFU / Sport England grants & COVID support available for clubs 
▪ Camelot Track & Trace Program (Launched August 24th)  
▪ Bar Reopening – Phase I (July 11th) 
▪ Bar Reopening – Phase II (September 3rd) 
▪ Bar Reopening – Phase III (Coming soon) 
▪ Planning & Coordinating the virtual AGM 
▪ Gym Advertising 
▪ 2020-21 Subs 
▪ 2020-21 Sponsors 

 
All of the above held their own unique challenges but, with the help of many webinars, zoom calls 
and interactions with other clubs, the RFU, Pitchero, Herts RFU and our own Executive Committee, I 
think it fair to say we all learned quickly! 
 
Subs for 2020-21 
 
We have agreed as a committee to a two-tiered plan for subs for this coming season given that we 
currently (at the time of writing) have no season start date.  It has further been agreed that there 
will be no increase in subs from last year.   
 

▪ Tier 1 – All will pay social subs (parents, children, players etc…) at £35 (£30 for Vice 
Presidents). See separate web article. 

▪ Tier 2 – Once a season start date is clear and fixtures can be completed, pro-rata subs will be 
agreed by the executive committee and a payment (less social subs already paid) for players 
will be published. 

 
To End 
 
In conclusion of the report I would like to sign off by thanking Alan Chowles for his stewardship as 
Club Secretary.  He leaves big boots to fill having been nominated as his replacement. 
 
Additionally I would like to pay homage to the members of the 1st, 2nd and 3rd XV for their work in 
welfare checks on their teammates during all this and in particular to Adam Whyatt and Jamie Hearn 
for their work in creating a team to provide home deliveries of medicine and food to the local 
vulnerable people within our community during lockdown. 
 
Finally, I would like to tip my hat in the direction of the 12 members of the club (that I am aware of) 
who contracted COVID-19 and especially to the 3 who were admitted to critical/ intensive care.  I’m 
pleased that all have recovered but please note that their experience sits front and centre of our 
plans to reopen and the steps we are taking to safeguard all our staff and members. 



Hon. Director of Facilities – Mr Carl McGuinness 
 
With a clubhouse as old as ours, maintaining the facilities isn’t just about changing the odd lightbulb 
or toilet seat but about ensuring the club can run on a day to day basis as well as managing larger 
projects, such as refurbishment of the members bar. 
 
We made good use of the lockdown period.  We were able to obtain a grant from Sport England to 
undertake some urgently needed repairs to all 3 pitches on the clubhouse side of the hedge as well 
as undertaking groundwork to the pitch-entry gate which was becoming almost impassable in the 
winter months.  With thanks to Nick Wilson for coordinating both of these projects. 
 
COVID-19 and the lockdown presented an entirely new set of challenges both in terms of 
maintaining site security and preparing a COVID-safe environment to enable reopening.  The 
lockdown revealed that a family of rats had taken up residence in our absence which meant that 
pest control needed to monitor the site prior to getting the club house professionally deep cleaned 
by commercial cleaners. 
 
We will shortly be embarking on a major refurbishment plan for the kitchen to ensure it remains in 
line with health and hygiene policies as well as enabling the club to offer a wider range of food for 
sale.  This project has required a full redesign of the layout and will see a new floor, wall coverings, 
ceilings as well as new modern appliances. 
 
With thanks all volunteers who have helped out with the various projects over the last season and in 
particular to Paul Adde, who’s help, especially in relation to the kitchen project, has been invaluable. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

END OF REPORT 


