
  FIXTURES AND RESULTS 2014-15 

Fixtures are correct at time of publishing, but may be subject to changes. 

Date Northern Division (DCLFC 1st team)  Reserve Division - Midlands  

24/08/2014 Wolverhampton Wanderers A W 6-3           

31/08/2014 Chester-le-street(League Cup) H W  1-0            

07/09/2014 Nottingham Forest LFC H  W 5-3   Nottingham Forest Res A L 3-2 

14/09/2014 Blackburn Rovers LFC A  L 0-1   Nottingham Forest Res(League Cup) A W 4-2 

21/09/2014 Coventry City LFC H L  0-4   Leicester City Women A   A-A  

28/09/2014 Sheffield FC Ladies A  L 1-4   Nottingham Forest Res H  L 2-3 

05/10/2014 Sporting Club Albion LFC A  D 2-2   FC Reedswood Res H W 11-2 

12/10/2014 Brighton& Hove Albion (Lge Cup)  H  L 0 - 4    Cardiff City Res A  W 3 - 2 

19/10/2014 Sheffield FC Ladies H  P - P     Coventry City Res  A  L 1 - 2 

26/10/2014 Huddersfield Town LFC A  D 4 - 4         

02/11/2014 Newcastle United WFC A L  0 - 4   Wolverhampton Wanderers A  W 3 - 0 

09/11/2014 Stoke City LFC A  L 1 - 2   Loughborough Students Res H   P - P  

16/11/2014           Coventry City Res H  W 2 - 1  

23/11/2014 Sheffield FC Ladies H  P - P      

30/11/2014 Bradford City WFC H   L 1 - 3         

07/12/2014 Sporting Club Albion LFC H        Leeds (League Cup) A     

14/12/2014 Nottingham Forest LFC A       Leicester City Women H     

21/12/2014                   

04/01/2015 Stoke City LFC H       Stoke City A     

11/01/2015 FA Cup 2nd Round         Loughborough Students A     

18/01/2015 County Cup         Wolverhampton Wanderers H     

25/01/2015 Blackburn Rovers LFC H             

01/02/2015 Bradford City WFC A       Cardiff City Res H     

08/02/2015 FA Cup 3rd Round         Stoke City Res H     

15/02/2015 County Cup         FC Reedswood A     

22/02/2015 Sheffield FC Ladies H             

01/03/2015 Coventry City LFC A               

08/03/2015 FA Cup 4th Round                 

15/03/2015 County Cup                 

22/03/2015 Preston North End WFC A               

29/03/2015 Wolverhampton Wanderers H               

05/04/2015 Huddersfield Town LFC H               

12/04/2015 Preston North End WFC H             

19/04/2015 Newcastle United WFC H               

26/04/2015                  

EWES        

NEWS 
The Official Club Magazine Of Derby County Ladies FC 

Edition 1 – December 2014 

See inside................. 

· Man On A Mission - Chief Executive Duncan Gibb on the club’s 
ambitious plans 

· Captain Marvel - Club Captain Sam Griffiths gives an inside 
story from the changing room 

· Media Rainbow – Derby County LFC 24/7 

· The Great Kit Debate – Why breaking with tradition could be a good thing 

· XFactor, Hummers and Selfies – A day in the life of Captain Caralot ! 

· Plus much much more 

First 

Issue  

FREE! 



DERBY COUNTY LFC  PARTNERS 2014-15 
“ 

One of the problems that’s faced the club over the years is that they are somewhat at the 

mercy of the clubs suppliers and will usually only be able to access kit once the club shop 

receives it. When you add to that the fact that each of the clubs nine teams has its own allotted 

partner and more often than not some of the teams play their first games in the previous 

seasons kit.   

 

Every business needs to explore new markets and Derby County are no different, with talk 

being that the club shop will from next season be selling playing kit from the Umbro range to 

local clubs as well as official DCFC merchandise.  It’s something that Gibb feels is well timed 

and of potentially huge benefit to the club. 

 

“ With us now having our own version of the badge, having our own shirt sponsors and this 

latest development within the club shop I’m of the view that the time is now right for us to have 

our own brand of kit, albeit one that is to the eye as good as identical to the main clubs kit but 

with different sponsors logo’s. We enjoy a superb relationship with Mandy and her team 

within the club shop and she is fully supportive of the idea as if we do progress the idea we 

will still be going through her for all of our kit needs “ 

 

“ The benefits as I see them, are that our sides will be playing in kit with 

the words ‘ Derby County Ladies Football Club ‘ under the DCFC badge, 

the kit will be as good as identical to the main clubs kit and we will be 

able to order and receive it far earlier than we would normally. In 

addition to that it will be cheaper and with our own version of the badge 

on it we will be able to sell our own replicas, polo shirts and souvenirs to 

player parents and supporters and in doing so bring valuable income 

into the club. A number of sides in both the WSL and Premier League 

have already gone down this route with hugely positive experiences “ 

 

“ I’ve spoken to a number of parents and coaches and I’ve yet to come 

across one who is against it. Most have said that the influx of club 

partners means that the shirts worn by the players have changed the face 

of the kit without effect or issue and they feel that having the being able 

to have the wording 

 ‘ Derby County Ladies FC ‘ under the club badge will enhance the kit. They also feel that 

parents and supporters will like the idea of being able to wear DCLFC branded attire that still 

retains the DCFC badge and style “ 

 

Regardless of what I think, we are and always have been a democratic club and as such both I 

and the clubs officials are eager to hear the views of parents and supporters. We are going to 

need to make a decision at some point in the 

near future, however the good thing is that 

whatever route we go down it isn’t a point of no 

return. If we do it and we subsequently reflect 

that we’d like to go back to how things were 

then we can, likewise if don’t and then 

subsequently wish that we do then we can 

always re-look at it. Personally I’d like us to 

give it a go for a season and see how it works 

and feels.  



MAINTAINING CLUB TIES & IDENTITY……. 

              THE KIT DEBATE  
                                     Tom Brooks finds out why change can be a good thing 

 

Historically Derby County Ladies FC have always played in the exact same kit as Derby 

County FC, however as the club continues to develop an opportunity now presents itself for 

the club to stamp its own identity on the DCFC brand at the same time as strengthening ties 

with the main club as Ewe News discovered. 

It’s a crisp October evening and a steady of stream of players ranging from 

ten to mature adults are making their way towards pitch side at the Ipro 

Stadium for Derby County Ladies annual club photo shoot. Add to that 

parents, club officials, Rammie and representatives from the clubs twenty 

seven partners and the whole thing looks like a recipe for carnage, 

however look closer and it’s obvious that Chief Executive, Duncan Gibb and 

Social Sections, Dave Marriott have done this before. Photo’s are secured in 

the right order, at the right time and with the right people, however look a 

bit closer and it’s a Derby County photo shoot with a difference. 

 

“ It was very rare that any of our sides, let alone the junior ones had club partners, however 

over the past year the dynamics of the club have totally changed and commercially we are so 

much more aware “ explains Marriott. “ Duncan managed to secure partners for each of our 

nine sides last season and this time round has not only repeated that feat, but has also 

secured partners for a number of our players and club personnel. You therefore no longer 

see any of our players either appearing in games or walking round in shirts that look like the 

ones that the likes of Chris Martin or Will Hughes wear as they’ll have Caralot, Designer 

Contracts, Microlise or a partner of that ilk emblazoned across the front “ 

 

Talk to Bob Butta the proprietor of Premier Stores, Alvaston and it’s soon easy 

to see why local businesses have joined the DCLFC family. “ Last week I was 

at the Rams v Reading Capital One Cup tie and I saw a youngster walk past 

wearing a Derby County shirt with my shops logo emblazoned across the 

front. I won’t lie I felt 10 feet tall and I heard a chap say to his mate, there goes 

one of them Derby County Ladies. We’re here tonight for the photo shoot and 

are off for a guided stadium tour once the photo’s have been taken before 

heading off to The Merlin to have a drink and a bite to eat with the players and 

coaches. I’ve sponsored teams before, but this is something totally different. 

You are really made to feel part of the club “ 

 

With the team shirts no longer featuring the words ‘ Just Eat ‘ or ‘ Buy Mobiles 

‘, Gibb feels that with relationships with the main club at an all time high and 

the open and honest dialogue that goes with that, that the stage is set to takes 

things to the next logical level. 

 

 The main club are rightly proud of the way in which we positively promote 

the DCFC brand and supplied us with our own version of the club badge at 

the start of the season. It’s basically identical but with the words Derby 

County Ladies FC written underneath. What it means is that we are very 

much seen as part of the club but at the same time we have our own identity within it “ 

explains Gibb 

 

 

EWES  NEWS ......Keeping In Touch With All Things Derby County Ladies FC  

 
Welcome to the inaugural ‘ Ewes News ‘, the official voice of Derby County Ladies 
FC.  In this edition we hope that Rams fans will get to learn a little bit more about 
the female arm of their football club at a time when the ladies area of the great 
game has just overtaken rugby to become the third most participated sport in the 
UK.   Sports analysts are predicting that within five years women’s football will 
overtake cricket and in doing so officially sit behind men’s football in terms of 

participation. 
These days women’s football clubs are in the 
sporting news on a daily basis and the players 
at the bigger clubs are already becoming 
household names, with the likes of Casey 
Stoney and Kelly Smith now regularly featuring 
in mainstream football shows and 
programmes. 
 
 

Derby County are proud to say that they have had a women’s team in situ for a 
quarter of century and that in that time the club has grown from strength to 
strength. ‘ Ewe Rams ‘ currently have nine teams made up of two senior sides and 
seven junior ones, with the first team now an established FAW Premier League side. 
 
Many of you will have either read or heard about 
our exploits through our weekly columns in the 
Derby Telegraph and Burton Mail or via our 
regular slot on BBC Radio Derby’s Sport Scene 
programme, and we hope that you will continue 
to take a keen interest in the progress of the 
female arm of your club. For those of you that 
have yet to experience women’s football, we hope 
that you  will let curiosity get the better of you 
and in doing so will come down to Borrowash Vics 
to watch one of our home games. 
 
Within the pages of this issue you will hopefully 
see that Derby County are a hugely ambitious club 
who's  aim is to make that final step up into the Women’s Super League (WSL) but 
not to the detriment of how  we do things. Our players undertake some great work 
within the community, play their football in the right way and are taught to be good 
role models and great ambassadors of the Derby County FC badge. 



MAN ON A MISSION 
Declan McConville Meets Chief Executive  

Duncan Gibb 

 

It’s just over a year since you took up the 

role of club Chief Executive and it’s been 

some journey, however how did you first 

become involved with the club ? 
 

 

I  didn’t actually move to Derby until 10 years ago, however despite being born and raised in 

Australia and then living in various places across the UK, I have been an avid Rams fan since I 

went to my first game back in 1983. There’s a special magic about this club and city and I 

always knew that I’d live here one day and be involved with the club in some capacity. 

 

A good friend of mine who’s daughter is our reserve team captain rang me one day and said 

“Gibbo, the club needs a new CEO and you’re the man…make it happen” before literally 

putting the phone down ! Despite having been involved in the game for a number of years, I 

knew very little of women’s football, however within a few days I was having informal 

discussions with the clubs Executive Committee about the role. They were looking for 

someone to take them to the next level both on and off the pitch and I was genuinely taken 

aback by their commitment and enthusiasm. When they subsequently offered me the role I 

thought “ everything about this feels right “. The rest as they say is history.  

 

Interesting to learn that your knowledge of women’s football was limited. A year on from 

then what have you learnt and what has surprised you the most ? 

 

Other than a few games that I’d caught bits of on 

television, I knew very little. The girls will kill me for 

this, but my overriding impression was that the 

standard was ok but the keepers were a bit dodgy ! 

Mind you after subsequently witnessing our first team 

keeper Sarah Morgan against Arsenal, that particular 

plane was soon shot down ! 

 

In all seriousness, the game is going into orbit at the 

moment. It’s the fastest growing sport in the UK and 

studies have shown that it will move from third to 

second place within five years in terms of the number 

of participants, sitting behind men’s football.  

 

In terms of the profile, standard and professionalism, 

we now have hundreds of full time professionals in the 

UK, the Women’s Super League (WSL) has a TV deal 

and weekly coverage, and the main headlines of 

websites such as BBC Sport are often associated with 

Women’s football. We at Derby are a tier beneath the 

WSL, yet our senior players are training twice a week and are exposed to sports analysts and 

scientists in exactly the same manner as lower league and top end non league football in the 

men’s game.  

The club did look seriously at forming a third senior team and there is a 

strong likelihood that this may well happen next season with the proposed 

formation of a club academy, however ultimately this season there were in 

the eyes of some, too many girls for two squads but not enough for three. 

Unfortunately a few players have struggled to secure game time and have 

ultimately had to join other clubs, however Abbey is delighted with the 

squad that he now has. 

“ This is without question the youngest Reserve squad that we have ever 

had as a club, with the average age around 18 and it has been so 

interesting and ultimately rewarding to see the way in which the three 

groups of players have come together and literally gelled from day one. 

Regardless of whether they have come up through our junior section, from 

the COE or are existing players, they have formed a close bond from day 

one. Eric Steele took one of our training sessions last month and he was 

hugely impressed with both the quality and willingness to learn shown by 

the girls. For me it’s even better, as I get to enjoy the same thing week in 

week out “ 

Abbey’s young squad have already set 

down some early season markers by way 

of a superb league cup victory away to 

arch rivals Nottingham Forest and a win 

away to Cardiff City in the FAW Reserve 

Premier League. They also took recently 

league leaders Coventry City very close, 

losing by the odd goal in three. Abbey 

remains confident that things will only 

get better “ To be fair we’ve not picked 

up as many points as our game play has 

deserved, however I'm of the view that 

by Christmas that will have changed 

once everything has settled down, and 

we’ll go into the new year in a position of 

strength “ 

With many in the club relishing the prospect of an 

outstanding latest crop of Under 16’s coming through at 

the end of the season and the delivery of further players 

from the COE, the phrase ‘ Plenty In Reserve ‘ has never 

been more apt. 



PLENTY IN RESERVE 

Reserve Team Manager Ash Abbey Talks To Ewes News, 

Sean McDaid about his new look Reserve squad 

Just over a year ago the dynamics of the club changed significantly with the 

appointment of a new Chief Executive and the clubs first ever Director Of Football. 

For Reserve Team Manager, Ash Abbey the effect is now really being felt within his 

young and vibrant squad. “ One of the first things that we all saw when Duncan and 

John came in was an immediate improvement in the relationship between us and the 

FA’s Derby Centre of Excellence. There are 31 of these centres across the UK and we 

are fortunate to have one on our own doorstep in Derby, with the licence being held 

by Derby County’s Football In The Community. Basically these are the FA’s regional 

centres where the local cream of female footballers attend with a view to then going 

on to find clubs at the top end of the game. It goes without saying that having a good 

relationship with your local COE can only be a good thing for a progressive women’s 

football club “ 

With links between the two parties as healthy as they have ever been, Abbey has 

benefitted from a number of young players joining that club from the COE, however 

many of his squad have been sourced elsewhere. “ When players finish at U16 level 

many will look to make the transition to senior football and with a thriving junior 

section such as ours that means a lot of new girls all of a sudden coming your way. 

Add that to the fact that many will be retained from the existing Reserve side and you 

basically have to look to form a squad derived from three sources “ 

With the sport growing at such pace are we right to assume that the clubs junior section 

is a big part of the overall Derby County picture ? 
In addition to our two senior sides, we have seven junior sides that are 

spread across age groups from Under 10’s to Under 16’s and we are 

extremely proud of the fact that in our first team squad currently 60% of the 

players have come through the clubs junior section.  Derby County have a 

long and proud history of developing successful junior sides and ‘ organic 

growth , so it’s little surprise that we attract a lot of players to our club trials 

each summer.  

 

Our Junior sides compete in the Central 

Warwickshire and Nottinghamshire Leagues as both are strong in terms of 

the level of competition, with the likes of Nottingham Forest, Notts County, 

Wolves and  Coventry City in there. It’s a bit of a balancing act as we would 

ideally like to field teams in the Derbyshire leagues and no doubt will do at 

some point to hopefully support and help to grow women’s football within 

our own county, however at the same time, with 60% of our players 

progressing into senior football to play the very best teams in the country 

outside of the WSL, our girls need to have gained strong competitive 

playing experience in the build up to making that step. 

 

During radio and press interviews you often refer to the people 

behind the scenes and having a vision in terms of the clubs 

structure 

Our club is almost totally run by volunteers and those that we have are absolutely superb. Last 

season our club secretary Sheila Rollinson, who’s been at the club since day one, secured 

regional acclaim and recognition for her commitment to women’s football, while our social 

secretary Kath Lakhani and her deputy Dave Marriott undertake countless hours of work to 

ensure that the clubs ‘ one family ‘ spirit pervades. Add to that mix the world’s most efficient 

treasurer ( take a bow Stephen Joughin ! ) and Dave Cholerton and Kev Johnson who oversee 

our Junior Section and we have without question the strongest club committee that I have ever 

worked with.  

 

Dave C in his role of Junior Section General Manager was a key appointment that I knew we 

needed. His remit is to ensure that the Junior Section ship moves through calm waters with 

player, parents and supporters adhering to our club philosophies and promoting Derby 

County in a good light, however there is so much more to the role in terms of promoting our 

club within the regional community and hopefully attracting potential new players. 

 

Until recently we had a Director Of Football in John Griffiths who was brought in to establish 

the clubs philosophies throughout the club and to develop our coaches. In lay mans terms the 

Derby County Ladies way is akin to Brian Cloughs Derby and Forest sides.....attractive passing 

football that should never be compromised, allied to our players being good citizens and role 

models in all that they do. John did so much good work and was the on field yin to my off field 

yan, however as with any industry good people get noticed and when England came a calling 

and asked him to head up their Under 17’s team he could hardly turn them down. 

 

In my view we need a replacement for John to not only continue this work but to also 

potentially attract new players into the club. Whilst we need to keep growing our own, we 

need to be supplementing those with players that are going to help take us to the next level.  I 

also think that we need someone to help me develop the commercial and investment side of 

things. We’ve done superbly in this area in a short space of time going from 3 to 27 club 

partners, however there is still so much more that we can and need to do if we are to bring in 

the investment that will allow us to move towards the WSL. 



It’s been well documented that the relationship between Nottingham Forest Ladies FC 

and the main men’s club is far from good and that this isn’t a stand alone example 

within the female game. How are things at Derby and how does this stand up nation-

ally ? 

 

There are a number of clubs within the game where the women’s arm of the club receive 

little or no support from the main men’s club and on the flip side there are a number of sides 

that receive huge investment both financially, facility wise and promotion wise from the 

main club.  As for us at Derby, I'm pleased to say that we have a good relationship with the 

main club and its going from strength to strength.  The other week we had Eric Steele deliv-

ering Reserve Team training, whilst Jake Buxton attended our end of season presentation 

night. He didn’t just stick his head in the door, he took Q&A’s from the floor and then spent 

the best part of 45 minutes doing photos with the players. It’s that kind of respect and atti-

tude that we look to establish within our own players.  

 

Off the field the clubs marketing, ticketing, football in the community, shop and communica-

tions team are always on hand and happy to work with us on various projects and it was nice 

to see Sam Rush talking so positively about us in the recent match day programme with Mill-

wall.  

 

One of things that you have done is to significantly increase the number of club spon-

sors and associated investment. How easy has that been and what are your ambitions 

going forwards ? 

First  of all we don’t have sponsors, we have partners. My experience is that sponsors are 

often simply tapped up for money, receive little or nothing in return and then get asked for 

more money a year down the line, however at Derby our partners are very much included 

within the family. Take the other week when we had our club annual photo shoot down at 

the Ipro Stadium, our partners were in the team shots and were then given a guided tour of 

the ground with a number of them then joining the players for a drink and bite to eat after-

wards. A number of them have received signed framed shirts and DCFC match tickets and 

will be joining us at our club Race Night and end of season Presentation Night.  

 

We are always looking for new investors and what we really want and could benefit from is 

finding two or three large scale partners to complement what we already have. This would 

allow us to have a real go at getting into the WSL and my message to anyone reading this is, 

if you have or know anybody who has an interest in Derby County and wants to not only 

make a real difference to a part of the club then please get in touch. I guarantee you that 

you will have a lot of fun along the way and will be a valued part of the family from day one. 

 

Clearly the club has changed over the past year, however looking forwards, what do 

you see as the next steps and potential challenges ? 

The next things for us as I see it are the continued to quest to secure a couple of major inves-

tors to help take us to the next level, the securing of either our own ground or committing to 

a long term lease in one that will allow us to develop it and the establishment of our own 

educational and playing academy.  

 

The biggest challenge in my view is patience. These are hugely exciting times for the club 

and our aim is to become a WSL club, have a home to call our own with facilities that allow 

us to attract and develop our players and to build the clubs overall brand both regionally 

and nationally. This isn’t going to happen overnight and we need to do things at the right 

pace and at the right time.  

POS   P W D L PTS 

1 DERBY COUNTY LADIES 9 8 0 1 24 

2 COVENTRY CITY LADIES 16 7 7 0 0 21 

3 THE NEW SAINTS 8 6 0 2 18 

4 SEDGLEY WHITE LIONS 16 6 5 0 1 15 

5 CHASETOWN FC GIRLS 8 5 0 3 15 

6 PERSHORE TOWN 88 U16 9 3 1 5 10 

7 SOLIHULL MOORS 16 7 3 0 4 9 

8 BOLDMERE FALCONS 6 2 0 4 6 

9 MEADOW PARK GIRLS U16 9 1 1 7 4 

10 KNOWLE GIRLS U16 8 1 0 7 3 

11 COVENTRY GIRLS 7 0 0 7 0 

POS   P W D L PTS 

1 COVENTRY GIRLS 9 7 2 0 23 

2 SOLIHULL MOORS 8 7 0 1 21 

3 RUSHALL UNITED U14 7 6 1 0 19 

4 REDDITCH UNITED GIRLS U14 7 6 0 1 18 

5 COOKLEY SPORTS 14 8 4 2 2 14 

6 SUTTON UNITED GIRLS 8 4 1 3 13 

7 WORCESTER CITY 14 7 4 0 3 12 

8 DERBY COUNTY LADIES 5 3 2 0 11 

9 COUNDON COURT GIRLS U14 7 3 1 3 10 

10 WYRE FOREST PHOENIX 8 3 1 4 10 

11 LIGHTWOODS LIONS U14 7 2 0 5 6 

12 WITHYMOOR COLTS 8 2 0 6 6 

13 GORNAL GIRLS 8 1 0 7 3 

14 MARSTON GREEN GIRLS 14 8 0 0 8 0 

15 SEDGLEY SCORPIONS 14 9 0 0 9 0 

  P W D L PTS 

1 Gedling Southbank U15 10 9 0 1 27 

2 Derby County LFC U15 9 7 1 1 22 

3 Nottingham Forest Ladies FC U15 9 7 0 2 21 

4 Woodlands FC Black Socks U15 8 6 1 1 19 

5 Calverton MW Colts FC U15 8 3 0 5 9 

6 Bingham Town FC U15  7 3 0 4 9 

7 Wollaton Hall U15 6 2 2 2 8 

8 Castle Donington U15  7 2 0 5 6 

9 Woodlands FC White Socks U15  9 2 0 7 6 

10 Arnold Town LFC U15  6 1 0 5 3 

11 West Bridgford Colts FC U15  9 0 0 9 0 

  P W D L PTS 

1 Derby County LFC U13 6 6 0 0 18 

2 Woodlands FC U13 6 4 0 2 12 

3 Gedling Southbank U13 4 3 0 1 9 

4 Mackworth, St Francis U13  8 2 1 5 7 

5 Nuthall YFC U13 6 2 0 4 6 

6 West Bridgford Colts FC U13 6 2 0 4 6 

7 Calverton MW Colts FC U13 6 1 1 4 4 

  P W D L PTS 

1 Nottingham Forest Ladies FC U12 10 8 1 1 25 

2 Derby County LFC U12 9 8 0 1 24 

3 Sherwood Youth FC U12 9 8 0 1 24 

4 Southwell City U12 9 6 1 2 19 

5 Retford United U12 10 5 3 2 18 

6 Gedling Southbank U12 10 5 1 4 16 

7 Stanton Ilkeston U12 9 2 2 5 8 

8 Woodlands FC U12 10 2 1 7 7 

9 West Bridgford Colts FC Black U12 10 2 0 8 6 

10 West Bridgford Colts FC Red U12 9 1 2 6 5 

11 Bingham Town FC U12 8 1 2 5 5 

12 Notts County LDFC U12 9 1 1 7 4 

http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do;jsessionid=16049A4EF0D3948F32BB4B3391FD7D59?divisionseason=350075996&teamID=3559120
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do;jsessionid=16049A4EF0D3948F32BB4B3391FD7D59?divisionseason=350075996&teamID=429815639
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do;jsessionid=16049A4EF0D3948F32BB4B3391FD7D59?divisionseason=350075996&teamID=64377272
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do;jsessionid=16049A4EF0D3948F32BB4B3391FD7D59?divisionseason=350075996&teamID=136518633
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do;jsessionid=16049A4EF0D3948F32BB4B3391FD7D59?divisionseason=350075996&teamID=8682431
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do;jsessionid=16049A4EF0D3948F32BB4B3391FD7D59?divisionseason=350075996&teamID=781630874
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do;jsessionid=16049A4EF0D3948F32BB4B3391FD7D59?divisionseason=350075996&teamID=600307838
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do;jsessionid=16049A4EF0D3948F32BB4B3391FD7D59?divisionseason=350075996&teamID=802196600
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do;jsessionid=16049A4EF0D3948F32BB4B3391FD7D59?divisionseason=350075996&teamID=366459951
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do;jsessionid=16049A4EF0D3948F32BB4B3391FD7D59?divisionseason=350075996&teamID=921157270
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do;jsessionid=16049A4EF0D3948F32BB4B3391FD7D59?divisionseason=350075996&teamID=3706597
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do;jsessionid=9EFCB4FF86D528BD247E4EBAF5AC1C3A?divisionseason=354413375&teamID=83021
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do;jsessionid=9EFCB4FF86D528BD247E4EBAF5AC1C3A?divisionseason=354413375&teamID=660786611
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do;jsessionid=9EFCB4FF86D528BD247E4EBAF5AC1C3A?divisionseason=354413375&teamID=853767925
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do;jsessionid=9EFCB4FF86D528BD247E4EBAF5AC1C3A?divisionseason=354413375&teamID=9149669
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do;jsessionid=9EFCB4FF86D528BD247E4EBAF5AC1C3A?divisionseason=354413375&teamID=130461484
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do;jsessionid=9EFCB4FF86D528BD247E4EBAF5AC1C3A?divisionseason=354413375&teamID=9452865
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do;jsessionid=9EFCB4FF86D528BD247E4EBAF5AC1C3A?divisionseason=354413375&teamID=838063580
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do;jsessionid=9EFCB4FF86D528BD247E4EBAF5AC1C3A?divisionseason=354413375&teamID=1333200
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do;jsessionid=9EFCB4FF86D528BD247E4EBAF5AC1C3A?divisionseason=354413375&teamID=661889667
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do;jsessionid=9EFCB4FF86D528BD247E4EBAF5AC1C3A?divisionseason=354413375&teamID=892641993
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do;jsessionid=9EFCB4FF86D528BD247E4EBAF5AC1C3A?divisionseason=354413375&teamID=354501195
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do;jsessionid=9EFCB4FF86D528BD247E4EBAF5AC1C3A?divisionseason=354413375&teamID=429436227
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do;jsessionid=9EFCB4FF86D528BD247E4EBAF5AC1C3A?divisionseason=354413375&teamID=531166284
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do;jsessionid=9EFCB4FF86D528BD247E4EBAF5AC1C3A?divisionseason=354413375&teamID=645767248
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do;jsessionid=9EFCB4FF86D528BD247E4EBAF5AC1C3A?divisionseason=354413375&teamID=947211278


 

NORTHERN DIVISION 

POS P W D L GD PTS 

1  Sheffield FC Ladies  11 9 1 1 28 28 

2  Coventry City LFC  11 9 1 1 23 28 

3   Blackburn Rovers LFC  10 7 1 2 5 22 

4   Bradford City WFC  11 6 3 2 11 21 

5  Stoke City LFC  12 6 0 6 8 18 

6  Huddersfield Town LFC  12 5 3 4 -1 18 

7  Sporting Club Albion LFC   11 3 4 4 -2 13 

8  Preston North End WFC  10 2 4 4 -3 10 

9  Newcastle United WFC   11 2 3 6 -11 9 

10  Derby County LFC   9 2 2 5 -8 8 

11  Nottingham Forest LFC    11 2 1 8 -16 5 

12  Wolverhampton Wanderers WFC    13 1 1 11 -34 4 

         P W D F GD PTS 

1  Wolverhampton Wanderers WFC (Reserves) 8 6 0 2 11 18 

2  Coventry City LFC (Reserves)  8 5 1 2 26 16 

3 Nottingham Forest LFC (Reserves)  6 5 1 0 7 16 

4 Derby County LFC (Reserves)  7 4 0 3 11 12 

5 Stoke City LFC (Reserves) 8 3 3 2 5 12 

6 Cardiff City LFC (Reserves)   5 2 1 2 6 7 

7 Loughborough Students WFC (Reserves)  7 2 1 4 -3 7 

8 Leicester City WFC (Reserves)   7 1 1 5 -21 4 

9 FC Reedswood (Reserves)   8 0 0 8 -42 0 

RESERVE  DIVISION MIDLANDS 

Admission to all home 
fixtures is FREE to DCFC 
season ticket holders and 
otherwise only £2 for 
adults and £1 for U16s.  
 

Intrigued? Why not come and support us at our next home 
fixture—see back page for details or check www.dclfc.co.uk 
 

http://fulltime.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do?teamID=767932118&divisionseason=612186424


THE FUTURES BRIGHT  
Junior Section General Manager, Dave Cholerton explains ... 

 

The clubs Junior Section went into the new season with seven teams ranging from U10 to U16. 

The U14 and U16  sides entered the Central Warwickshire League playing on Saturdays, with 

the U10, U11,U12, U13 and U15 teams playing in the Nottinghamshire League on Sundays.  

 

The club held open training trials in June which proved to be very competitive with a lot of 

talent on show, and on the back of this we signed several new players that improved our 

already strong existing squads.  

U16’s Review  The U16 team opened their season at our new 

home ground at Broomfield College where the facilities and 

pitches were found to be in great condition. With a league 

title to defend Jack White’s side opened their season with an 

emphatic 8-1 victory over Solihull Moor with goals from Kira 

Rai and Sophia Bonser and new signings Gabby Fowkes and 

Danni Oxley. This excellent result was also followed up by 

an exceptional team performance in beating Leek U17’s  1-0 

in a midweek friendly. 

The side continued their 100% start with victories over 

Chasetown and New Saints winning 6-0 with goals from Rai, 

Bonser and Clewes and was followed by a pleasing victory 

over main rivals Boldmere. The sides impressive form shows  

little sign of letting up as the season gathers momentum, 

epitomised  by an  excellent 7-0 victory against Chasetown,  

although the unbeaten start did finally come to an end  

courtesy of a 2-1 loss across the Welsh border at New Saints.      

U15’s Review   The u15s opened their season with an away defeat to Woodlands, however, 

they then responded in brilliant fashion by notching up four wins over the spin the most 

pleasing of which had to be the 6-1 away victory at arch rivals Nottingham Forest. The side 

are also safely through to the second round of the league cup and are now focused on trying 

to catch runaway early leaders Gedling. 

U14’s Review   The side also opened their season at our new home ground at Broomfield 

College starting with an impressive  3-1 

victory over Withymoor Colts courtesy of  

goals from Peel, Cooper and Brewster. Having 

played smaller sided games prior to this, the 

game marked the sides first competitive 11 a-

side fixture and they have continued their 

promising development in this format of the 

game with a couple of league draws against 

Cookley Sport and a two cup wins including an 

excellent 2-1 victory over Sutton United. 

 

DCLFC ACADEMY LAUNCH  
Charlotte Templeton finds out why football and education are next on the agenda for 

DCLFC  

 

When the government introduced compulsory extended learning, meaning that 

youngsters were no longer allowed to leave the educational set up at 16, there was 

general mixed reaction with some expressing concern that it was simply a stealth like way 

in which to reduce unemployment figures, whilst others saw it as a way of ensuring that 

every young person had an opportunity to maximise their educational experience before 

going out into the big wide world. Either way it’s here to stay, and it’s also been 

recognised that a one cap approach to where that learning tales place does not fit all.  

 

Inspire Academy are one of the main partners to Derby County Ladies FC and have built 

an excellent track record over the past four years in delivering a wide range of vocational 

qualification to well over 100 students, many of whom have subsequently either gone into 

the sport and leisure industry or onto university to study further. Current Reserve Team 

captain, Becca Lombard-Thompson is just one of those to have benefitted having secured 

a BTEC Diploma in leisure studies. 

 

Given it’s increasing exposure as one of the 

countries more ambitious and forward 

thinking female football clubs and having a 

reputation for growing its own players, it will 

come as little surprise that the club is currently 

looking towards introducing a Derby County 

Ladies FC Academy in September 2015 

whereby a core group of students will 

undertake a mixed programme of vocational 

learning delivered by Inspire Academy 

leading to them gaining recognised leisure 

industry qualifications whilst at the same time 

developing their football skills with a view to 

them adding quality to our senior squad. 

 

“ It is envisaged that interest in the academy will be high and we are hopeful that a 

number of the students will either already be with Derby County Ladies or with the FA’s 

Derby Centre Of Excellence “ explains Inspire’s Sam Godfrey. “ We have spent the last 

four years building a really strong brand in terms of our students getting the right results 

and this project genuinely excites us. That said we have to get the it right from the very 

outset, so we will be benchmarking against other professional and semi professional 

football clubs that have gone down this route before shaping the DCLFC one “ 

 

Last summer Sam and the team at Inspire successfully put 33 students through their latest 

vocational course and they clearly have the team and experience to deliver quality 

learning in a desirable environment. Further details for any interested students should be 

available in the next edition of Ewe Rams that comes out in early 2015. 

   



U13’s Review The U13s started their season with a 6-3 victory against Woodlands which 

was then followed with an impressive 8-1 cup victory against West Bridgford.  

The side have continued to go from strength to strength and in the last three games they 

have scored an impressive 23 goals without reply. Not surprisingly with form like this they 

top the league as we enter the winter period  

U12’s Review  

The U12s opened their season with a impressive 12-0 victory against 

Bingham which was then followed by an amazing 21-1 victory against 

Woodlands. Further excellent victories over Nottingham Forest, Notts 

County and Retford saw the side top the table until a recent first 

defeat of the season at Sherwood saw them slip to second. 

 

U11 and U10’s Review The FA do not 

permit the publishing of either league tables or league results at U11 

and U10 level , however whilst we are unable to show league 

standings I can confirm that both these teams have made  

impressive starts to the season demonstrating the talent they 

have within their sides. 

Other Junior News  

Saturday 4th October saw the club take centre stage as part of  Derby County FC’s  official ‘ 

Ladies Day ‘ at the Ipro Stadium . This hugely popular event saw our U16s surprising a lot of 

Rams followers with the level of their  talent by way of a  football tennis demonstration 

conducted outside the stadium. 

Two days later the Junior Section were visited by coaches from the FA’s Derby Centre of 

Excellence, which continues to demonstrate our positive relationship and links with the 

Centre, whilst the following day  First Team Players Louise Abbey  and Hannah Ward 

joined us at training.  

 

Recently the club held its first open training session for junior 

players, working in partnership with the Derbyshire FA. A total of 19 

girls attended the session and thoroughly enjoyed their experience. 

This opportunity was seen as a way to give young players an insight 

of what is like to train with Derby County Ladies 

and we intend to help players in finding 

opportunities to play local football whether it is 

with ourselves or other clubs. The session was  

run by two U16s players Emma Williamson and 

Lauren Sherwin,  as they both work towards 

gaining valuable football leadership experience.  

For more information about the Junior Section then please visit us at 

www.dclfc.co.uk.  

http://www.dclfc.co.uk


                                                      CAPTAIN MARVEL 
 

Ewes News, Tom Brooks speaks with club captain, Sam Griffiths 

 

It's recently been announced that Women's football is now the third highest partici-

pation sport in the UK and that within five years it will be the second behind men’s 

football. As someone who has not only played the game for a while, but also works 

within it in your role with the FA, what do you believe have been the fundamental 

changes that have lead to this ? 

 

Women's football has made huge strides 

from when I started playing, particularly 

since the start of the WSL and then the 

introduction of WSL 2. There are now es-

tablished centre of excellences along 

with very good female grassroots only 

teams. The WSL being played through 

the summer which then doesn't interfere 

with the men's game has given football 

fans a chance to carry on watching the 

sport throughout the whole year. I think 

every year it will get stronger and who 

knows where it will be in another 10 

years time. 
 

 

 

In terms of your own career path, you've had an interesting journey ? 

 

I started playing football at a young age but didn't join my first team until I was 12, there 

weren’t many playing opportunities for girls when I was younger. I made my senior debut 

for Ilkeston when I was just 14 years old, the rules have changed a bit since then! I stayed at 

Ilkeston until I signed for Forest and then signed for Derby in the 2009/10 season. I work 

full time in football and coach Derby County Under 17s Centre Of Excellence side. I hope to 

start my A licence next year which will hopefully lead to more opportunities in the game, 

both male and female. 

 

As one of the clubs leading players, you've had your opportunities to go elsewhere, 

however you've remained loyal to The Rams ? 

 

Since being at Derby I’ve had a few offers from other clubs, one being a WSL club last sea-

son, but with my work and time commitment to a 5 year old it was hard for me to commit to 

what they wanted. I also enjoy it at Derby, I've never been a player who has played for lots 

of different clubs I like to stay loyal. Once you find a club you enjoy and have a passion for 

wearing the badge it's hard to leave no matter what offer is out in front of you. 

 

 

We also sponsor local football team the Mickleover Royals, 4 PDC darts professionals Dean 

Winstanley, Kim Huybrechts, Darryl Gurney and Jelle Klaasen,a young superbike rider 

called James Asher Durham and a young local professional boxer called Myron Mills too. 

We work alongside Mitchell Promotions with their boxers and events also support an 

amateur white collar boxing company who stage a huge number of events nationwide.  

 

So to anyone reading this, why should they buy a car from Caralot ? 

The main thing that makes us stand apart from other car retailers is ourselves as people. We 

believe you won't receive a warmer welcome at any other car dealer in the UK and pride 

ourselves on delivering a car buying experience unlike any other. Our team are all salaried 

and not commission based so there is no pressure placed upon our customers, we aim to 

help people find and choose the right car rather than sell them something they don't 

necessarily want. We offer a wide range of quality used cars to cater to all budgets and 

requirements and offer all of the back up and peace of mind that customers would expect to 

get from a main dealer site.  

Our cars are priced very competitively to the market and we also offer very attractive 

funding options for all people regardless of their own financial circumstances. Most 

importantly though is the people who are in our business and the experience we aim to give 

every single person who comes to buy something, which is to give them the very best car 

buying experience they'll ever have! This isn't a fancy tag line or marketing ploy but an 

ethos that runs through the very core of Caralot 



X Factor,  Professional Darts Players, 

Hummers & Selfies  

                                    Welcome To The World Of Caralot  And Without 

Question The Most Unique Car Buying Experience On The Planet   

Ewe Rams Paul Barker asks Caralot's Jamie Caple Why ?  

Half of Derby was talking about your XFactor appearance the other week, however how 

did it all start for you ? 

We had both been in the industry for many years which culminated with us running a very 

large Mercedes Benz dealer in Birmingham. We got disillusioned with how customers were 

treated and how our hands were tied in terms of trying to change the negative culture within 

the business so thought it was time we set up our own dealership and do it for ourselves! We 

plundered our parents retirement funds, convinced someone to give us 50 cars on a sale or 

return basis and then never looked back! Over the last four years we've built our business up 

and now have over 150 cars in stock, 15 staff and a large and very loyal customer base.  

Caralot have certainly built up a 

reputation for doing things 

differently, however how and earth 

have you managed to make car 

buying so fun ? 

Our mission statement at Caralot is to 

give people the most enjoyable car 

buying experience they've ever had. 

People's perception of car sellers is 

generally quite poor and lots of 

people genuinely dislike the car 

buying process. We think that 

spending hard earned money on a 

car should be a relaxing and fun 

experience free of stress and 

pressure. We aim to change people's perceptions and get them to enjoy the experience and 

because of this we have now got a very passionate fan base of customers. We aim to be and 

will always be different to the rest of this industry and the review scores we have as a business 

compared to our peers shows that our approach quite simply works.  

Caralot are huge supporters of local sport, tell us a bit about that ? 

As local people we believe in serving and supporting our local community as best we can. We got the 

chance to sponsor the DCLFC and jumped at the opportunity. Ladies football is growing in 

popularity so we didn't think twice about it and are very proud to see our logo emblazoned on 

the first teams shirts. Car dealerships can sometimes be a touch intimidating for women so we 

also felt that by supporting the ladies team it would send out a positive message to potential 

customers who may not have wished to visit our business otherwise.  

Funding is often the key to the success of a team like the DCLFC 

so we aim to help and provide what we can for them, and also 

make a financial contribution to the club every time someone 

buys a vehicle from us who mentions the team.  

In terms of this season, it's been a bit of a mixed bag. What’s your own take been on 

the season so far ? 

 

Disappointing really, more than anything the inconsistency has been a problem. We can 

beat anyone when we are on our A game but on the flip side we are also easily beaten when 

we are poor. We have had a lot of new players come in this season and also a change of 

management so things are always going to take time, we have to try and kick our season on 

now and get some more points secured, injuries haven't helped, but what team doesn't have 

injuries we can't use that as an excuse, for me I see it as it gives others an opportunity to 

show the management what they can do. The potential is definitely there we just have to find 

it every week! 

 

The club have worked hard to attract new fans to their home games this season, with a 

noticeable rise in the number of Derby County season ticket holders coming to games. 

To any fans out there that haven't been yet, what can they expect if they come to the 

Anderson Electrical Arena ? 

 

The standard is very good, we try and play the right way no matter what, this has been our 

philosophy for a couple of seasons now and is one of the things that has really stuck out. The 

standard gets better every season in this league so the games get tighter and harder, there 

will always be goals on our ground! At which end I can't promise tho! 

 

Playing at Premier League level is a huge commitment. Can you provide us with an 

insight ?  

 

We train twice a week and play every Sunday. Sunday's can sometimes be full days out and 

a lot of the girls work Saturdays so it takes up the whole weekend. All the girls take 

responsibility for their own fitness and nutrition, to play at this level you have too. 

 

As the women’s game and the club continues to grow, the players are now finding 

themselves appearing on radio, doing pieces for the media, signing autographs and 

making commitments to sponsors and club partners. Did you ever envisage that when 

you started out ? 

 

I always  think it's always nice if you can be a role model to younger players, some of our 

players are only young themselves so it's great experiences for them. I know a few have 

done radio interviews and were really nervous, so again a great learning tool for them. 

 

As the club enters its 25th year, having transformed itself from a local parks side to an 

established Premier League one, how do you see the future for Derby ? 

 

Hopefully WSL, obviously now the goal posts have changed and you have to gain entry 

through promotion along with financial backing, therefore we all have jobs to do on and off 

the pitch. Even if WSL isn't achieved I hope the club will still continue to make huge strides 

and continue to dominate football at grassroots in the East Midlands. The links with the 

centre of excellence are as strong as they have 

ever been so there will always be good young 

players coming through, which again is 

something the club believe in, using home 

grown players 

 

  Sam Griffiths -  Sponsored by C&M Builders 



DCLFC 24/7  
The Media Rainbow Points Toward A Crock Of Profile Gold 

Ewes News, Charlotte Templeton finds out why image is so important  
 

As women’s football continues to grow in tandem with the aspirations of Derby County Ladies, 
the demands of the media are increasing and it’s a challenge that the club have been relishing. 
 
“They say that all news is good news, however ask Oscar Pistorius that question and I dare say 
he’d beg to differ ! “ says club Chief Executive, Duncan Gibb. “ In terms of building the profile of 
the ladies arm of the club, the media side of things has not only been critical but has been a 
really interesting journey for us “ as Gibb explains. 
 

When I came on board just over a year ago the 
clubs media exposure was limited to a few 
snippets in the Telegraph maybe once a month 
that were along the lines of ‘ the score was x and y 
and a,b and c scored the goals ‘.  It took some 
doing but I eventually managed to convince the 
sports editors at both the Telegraph and Burton 
Mail to allocate us a dedicated weekly club column 

on the back of promising that submissions would 
be varied in terms of content and that they would 
be newsworthy.  A year on and I think the editors 
would be happy to confirm that their decisions 
were justified .“ 

 
Once we had this in place, things became a bit easier and to be fair BBC Radio Derby didn’t take 
a lot of convincing when it came to allocating the club a regular air time slot. The unwritten 
ground rules were pretty much the same as they had been with the written press and over the 
past year in addition to myself, members of the first team management team have featured 
along with various players and club officials. It’s made for some great radio and the guys have 
taken to it like fish to water. 
 
 

Only last week presenter Dean Pepall said to                                                        
me off air  “ I presume your players and officials 
have all had media training ? “  and he was 
genuinely surprised to learn that none of us have. 
 

SOCIAL IMPORTANCE   

Club Social Secretary Kath Lakhani provides an insight into the clubs hugely  

successful social scene and offers Rams fans the chance to join ‘ the family ‘ 

 

DCLFC aims to create an environment where all the teams from the u10’s to the 1st team feel 

involved as one club rather than individual entities. Therefore a strong social committee is 

important not only to provide club events but to be a conduit for the flow of information from the 

bottom to the top of the playing teams and to the executive body. By creating this open family 

approach we aim to make the club a place where each year the players and parents want to play 

for DCLFC again. 

The first event this season was Ladies Day (see separate article).  Though harder this year to 

organise in a way, as the team representatives had no sooner agreed to help than they were 

chasing squad members to inform them and organise tickets, it was a great success in getting all 

teams together. 

Of course Christmas would not be the same without a Party and this is the next event in our 

calendar. Players, parents and family members get the chance to be entertained and mix 

together in the IPro function room. There will be tattoo and henna artists, a magician and a DJ to 

keep everyone happy as we have to cater for the very young to the very young at heart. 

At the end of the season we have our annual Presentation Night, at the Ipro where all players and 

their family along with our numerous partners are invited to celebrate the teams and thus the 

clubs achievements. Again the Social Committee work hard to make this event enjoyable for all 

and one of the highlights is the attendance of a DCFC player to attend to meet people and answer 

some questions. 

During the season plans are made to invite senior players to attend junior training sessions and 

for junior teams to be mascots and ball girls at one of the home matches. All this helps to bring the 

teams together as one club. The highlight last season for the juniors was to watch the 1st team play 

a strong Arsenal Ladies FC team and the support was heartening for the 1st team and club. 

Without good communication these things do not happen. 

DCLFC are a grass root club and therefore have to fund their training grounds hire, pay match 

pitch and officiators fees along with subsidising kit costs. So whereas the Christmas Party and the 

Presentation Night are self funding through raffle sales the club still has to raise funds to meet 

running costs and investment for the following season. This year we are hoping to build on our 

successful Race Night to be a family fun evening out for members of the club whilst bringing in 

revenue. 

Finally as the season closes our last match is at the ‘Play on the Pitch’ evening at the IPro. Last 

season it was cancelled due to DCFC being involved in the Play-Off’s, but having experienced it 

DCFC have kindly restructured this event to ensure it can go ahead this year. Every team within 

the club gets the chance to invite a team along to have a mini game against them on the pitch, with 

family and friends cheering from the stands. The players are treated like stars by using the 

Player’s entrance, changing rooms and walking through the tunnel onto the pitch. As a ‘Thank 

you’ to our partners there is a game that they can be involved in too against the coaches (not as 

pretty to watch as our players). 

The cohesion within the club was last year recognised by Derbyshire FA when they awarded 

DCLFC the Charter Standard development club of the year. One club not nine individual squads. 



Work In The Community Going From 

Strength To Strength 

Junior Section General Manager, Dave Cholerton tells us why 

Derby County Ladies Football Club will once again be hosting two Primary School 

Festivals as well as two Secondary School Football Tournaments this season. The purpose 

of these festivals and tournaments is to raise awareness of girls football in the county, and 

in partnership with the Derbyshire FA to provide playing opportunities for girls along with 

helping players to identify a suitable pathway to enable them to play regular football. 

Following the huge success of last season’s event the junior festival will once again be held 

at the Soccer Dome on Tuesday 10th March 2015 for Year 3 and 4 girls and on Tuesday 17th 

March for girls in Years 5 and 6. The secondary school tournaments is a new initiative for 

DCLFC in what is a strategic attempt to further develop girls football in the County. 

The tournament will be run by players from our U16 squad which will present them with an 

opportunity to further develop their football leadership skills. The Year 7 and 8 tournament 

will be held on Friday 24th April and the Year 9 and 10 festival will be on Friday 1st May 

with all secondary schools in the county being invited to partake in these exciting 

opportunities. 

These initiatives will build on the success of our open training session that was held last 

month where we invited junior players to experience an insight to what it is like to train 

with Derby County Ladies. The session, which was planned and delivered in partnership 

with the Derbyshire FA is aimed at creating playing opportunities for young players, 

whether that be with DCLFC or other clubs and further sessions are planned. 

Having a strong local media presence is a key criteria for 
any club wishing to gain entry into the Women’s Super 
League (WSL) and in my view we are there or 
thereabouts already.  Owen Bradley is keen for me to 
appear as a guest alongside him and Ramma ( BBC Derby 
matchday co-presenter, Craig Ramage ) on the Monday 
night phone in, Colin Gibson interviewed me earlier this 
season as part of a feature that Rams Player did on the 
ladies sections and Sheila was recently asked to do a live 
radio piece  after the ground break ins at Vics. 

 
I don’t think any of these things would have happened a year ago and I believe that 
the media are really quite intrigued at how the club is really start to gain 
momentum. It’s amazing how many people stop me and say that they heard or read 
this and that. Lads that would have had nothing to do with women’s football now 
know who we played and how we got on. That’s exactly what we were looking to 
achieve and it’s clear that thanks to the time investment that we have made with 
the media that more and more Rams fans are becoming familiar with the  female 
arm of their club. 

@DerbyCountyLFC 



SOME DECISIONS ARE BLACK & WHITE  
Tom Brooks finds out why ‘ Grabbing A Ticket For The 

DCLFC Express ’ can open all sorts of doors 

 
A year ago Derby County Ladies FC was basically bereft of any external 

investment and whilst a great deal has changed since then, any business or 

individual looking to either invest in something exciting, dip their toe into the 

world of national level football or simply have a bit of fun, should read on. 

 

“ We don’t have sponsors, we have partners “ is a phrase that Chief 

Executive, Duncan Gibb is regularly heard to say and he’s every right to 

make that claim as the club actively encourages all of it’s investors to actively 

become a part of the club.  

 

Last season the club managed to attract partners to each of its nine sides and 

this season they have gone a step further than that by formalising 

relationships with twenty seven local and regional businesses and 

individuals.  The club has a main partner, all of the teams have partners, 

whilst smaller investors have associated themselves with individual players 

and club officials. 

 

  

RETURN OF THE GUNNERS  
JOIN US TO CELEBRATE 25 YEARS OF DERBY COUNTY LFC 

AS Arsenal Ladies - the biggest name in 

European Women’s Football return to play 

Derby County Ladies at Borrowash Victoria on 

Wednesday 25 February 7.30pm ko 

 

 

v 

http://www.arsenalladies.com/index.html
http://resources.thefa.com/images/ftimages/data/images/447131467/4.jpg


JUNIOR EWES SPREAD A LITTLE FESTIVE CHEER 

As part of the clubs ‘ Good Citizen Community Programme ‘ the U15’s visited 

the Castle View Nursing Home on Pride Park at the start of the month to spread 

a little festive spirit amongst the residents. The squad spent just over three 

hours putting up the homes Xmas decorations, singing Christmas carols to the 

residents and serving and sharing festive food. 

One of the residents Norah Parke’s husband was a former Derby County 

wartime player himself and she was moved by the visit. “ These girls are an 

absolute credit to Derby County Football Club. Not only have they given up 

valuable personal time to come and see us, they have transformed the home 

and put a lot of smiles on a lot of faces “. These thoughts were echoed by Home 

Carer, Lorea Thomas who felt that the club deserve some kind of recognition 

for the programme “ The girls have been nothing short of fantastic today and 

it’s certainly been one of the highlights of the homes year. In my view the club 

should be formally recognised for it’s community work programme “ 

Two further events within the programme will see the clubs Senior Team attend 

the Derby Children’s Hospital on 21st December for the second year running to 

provide gifts purchased to the residents from their own pockets and will follow 

this up with a visit to The Merlin on Pride Park to meet family diners and 

present gifts to those eating from the junior menu. 

“ Businesses across the county have got signed DCLFC shirts proudly 

hanging on the walls of their premises, which many report to be superb ice 

breakers when it comes to helping them kick start business deals “explains 

Gibb “ Our club partners were pictured alongside their respective teams 

in all of our official club photo’s and most of them will be sat alongside the 

players and officials at our club functions throughout the season and are 

often seen at home games “ 

A trip down to the clubs home ground at Borrowash Victoria’s Anderson 

Electrical Stadium soon confirms the growing investment into the club with 

number of hoardings resplendent with the club badge and FAW premier 

league logo growing each month. “ To be honest it’s not been a particu-

larly difficult thing to sell as once decision makers hear what we are about, 

where we are looking to go and how we value their company on that jour-

ney, they more often than not fancy a bit of it “ 

 

 

 

 

 

“ We have packages to suit ANY pocket and are 

always looking for new members to join the 

DCLFC family, so to anyone reading this who likes 

what we are doing here, I’d say drop me a line via 

derbycountylfc@gmail.com  

or give me a ring ( 07800 ) 563177.  

 

I’ll be happy to answer any questions and if on the 

back of that you want to come on board then you’ll 

be welcomed with open arms. If not then we’ll 

thank you for your interest and wish you all the 

very best. 
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LADIES DAY A HUGE SUCCESS 
Club Social Secretary, Kath Lakhani explains why 

 
Derby County FC and the Derby Centre of Excellence for Girls truly embraced our 

annual Ladies Day this season when DCFC hosted Millwall FC in early October. The 

aim of the event continues to be around showcasing ladies and girls football in Derby.  

It also provides the players from each of our nine sides an opportunity to attend a 

game together and invite their family and friends and this year we were joined  by 

local England and Birmingham City Ladies FC star Josanne Potter. 

The Under 16’s kick started the event by 

demonstrating their skills through a game of 

Football Tennis outside the ground whilst 

the seniors mingled with the young 

supporters answering questions and inviting 

them to an open junior training session to be 

held later in October whilst offering club 

logo stickers. 

 

Over two thirds of our players and coaches along with a good turn out from the 

centre of excellence and a Castle Donington Girls team had the opportunity to parade 

around the pitch before KO.  We were then involved in taking out the DCFC flag into 

the centre of the pitch and being the guard of honour.  All of our players got to meet 

Josanne Potter and she kindly took the match ball out onto the pitch as well as taking 

part in an interview during half time. 

The day was rounded off with a penalty shoot at Rammie for the younger 

players and siblings. From the smiles on the faces of all that attended it was 

clearly a hugely enjoyable club event. 

We plan to organise it every year in October to embrace women’s health 

promotion during that month and with it being early in the season it’s a 

great way for our teams and the club to bond. 

Watch out next season for further information about Ladies Day which will 

be advertised by DCFC who also plan to offer Ladies Day corporate deals. 

Thank you to all that attended,  you did the club proud. 


