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Welcome to Walsall RFC

Good afternoon and welcome to all members and visitors to Walsall 
Rugby Club. I hope you enjoy today’s game and the traditional rugby 
hospitality in the club and at the bar! 

We continue this season in Midlands 2 West (North), renewing old 
rivalries with Wolverhampton, Camp Hill and Stafford whilst 
welcoming Telford to Delves Road for the first time. For 2018-19 
Geraint Tilllott as DoR and playing Head Coach Jon Ford continue in 
their roles, supported by Alex Jones, Matt James and Andy Taylor. On 
the pitch we have new Captain Roger Weston supported by Vice-
captain Luke Pittaway. I’m sure you’ll join me in wishing them all the 
best for the season. 

Mention of the pitch brings me to note that we’ve finally got rid of 
the broad leaf weed! Yes, thanks to our selection by and agreement 
with the RFU we’ve gone all 21st Century with an Artificial Grass 
Pitch, enabling not only Walsall, but other local clubs, schools and 
universities the opportunity to play rugby all year round. Hopefully 
the fast and true nature of the pitch will highlight some wonderful 
rugby for the spectators. 

Away from the playing side we have made significant strides 
regarding the club infrastructure. The development plans have been 
accepted by the RFU and planning permission has been granted. The 
real work starts now in trying to gain the funds to achieve the plan 
and I would encourage any members who have ideas or are prepared 
to spend time helping as part of the house, development or other 
committees to please get involved. 

Finally, to all those who volunteer and help at the club in any 
capacity, thank you. Without your time and commitment the club 
would not be able to function and provide the excellent sporting and 
social base for a game that I, and I’m sure you all, enjoy and love. 

Here’s to a great season, a great day, a great game and win or lose, 
an enjoyable drink or two with a few friends. 

Cheers, Tim

Go to pitchero.com/clubs/walsall and walsallrugbyclub.co.uk for up to date 
news, match reports and results.



Midlands 2 West North – Round 9 

We welcome the players, officials and supporters of Veseyans
Rugby Club. We also welcome the parents and families of our 
Under 12’s and Girls Section  who are the guests of the 1st XV and 
will be mascots today.  We hope you all enjoy the afternoon.

Today's Match Is Supported In Memory Of John (Jack) Wiltshire 
(1922-2017)

John (Jack) Wiltshire was a member of Walsall Rugby Club for many 
years, regularly attending home matches enjoying the match, a 

beer or two and conversations with the many friends he made at 
the club. He was so fortunate and grateful to be able to do this into 

his 90's.
He often travelled away to support the team often on the 

supporters coaches to some of the longer trips up north. Trips were 
also made abroad to 6 Nations games, always in his red shirt, hat 

and scarf. John leading the singing, in his red outfit, in a Dublin pub 
after watching Ireland v England is a very treasured memory for 

me. 
He loved it here, so thank you so much to everyone who made us 

so welcome when we joined.                                                                                   
Simon Ellis

This will be the third season that we welcome our friends from the 
other side of Barr Beacon. During the past two years Walsall have 
won three of the four games . It was an entertaining, high scoring 
game last March with Walsall eventually securing a 35 - 22 victory. 
Two teams, who enjoy playing free flowing rugby, should revel on 
the new AGP surface.

Our  3rd team is  playing away at Longton.

Apologies to members regarding the fixtures in the membership 
handbook.   Today’s fixture is obviously at home, as is the 
Wolverhampton game on December 8th.  That game is to be Vice 
President’s Day.  All fixtures are on the website.

The raffle will be drawn after the game in the clubhouse.

P W D L PF PA PD BONUS 
POINTS

POINTS

Tamworth 8 8 0 0 222 109 113 4 36

Ludlow 8 6 0 2 309 127 182 9 33

Wolverhampton 8 6 0 2 257 122 135 6 30

Camp Hill 8 5 1 2 220 162 58 3 25

Leek 8 5 0 3 209 160 49 5 25

Spartans (Midlands) 8 4 1 3 169 141 28 5 23

Newcastle (Staffs) 8 4 0 4 251 160 91 5 21

Crewe & Nantwich 8 3 0 5 156 200 -44 4 16

Walsall 8 3 0 5 175 196 -21 3 15

Veseyans 8 2 0 6 162 273 -111 4 12

Stafford 8 1 0 7 108 237 -129 4 8

Telford Hornets 8 0 0 8 71 422 -351 0 0

MIDLANDS 2 WEST (NORTH)



Mini and Junior Rugby.
Tomorrow our Mini’s are playing away at Silhillians.  The Under 14’s are at home against 
Stafford.   The Under 13’s and 15’s are playing away at Stafford.  The Under 16’s are training 
and the  17’s are playing against Wolverhampton.  All kick offs at 11am.
All support would be very welcome.

Girls are training at 12.30
Our Girls section continues to grow in number and in confidence and skill.  The Under 13’s 
and 15’s played Stafford last weekend, both teams won their respective games.   We are 
always on the lookout for new players to come and join the Girls so please spread the word 
and get in touch with Matt on 07770 649878 if you want to get involved.

The Youth Section is always on the lookout for more volunteers to help with the teams.  
Whether it be with coaching, coaching assistant,  administration, photography, or social 
media there is a place for you.  It won’t take too much of your time and you’ll have fun too!
If you are interested in getting involved please talk to your age group coach or contact 
Tristan, our Chairman of Minis and Juniors, by email mjchairman.walsallrfc@gmail.com 

The Director of Rugby

We welcome Veseyans to the Broadway today for what is already an important 
game for both teams.  A win for either team will put some distance between us and 
the bottom two. We field a fairly unchanged side from last game away against 
Telford during which we produced some of the best rugby all season.
Lets hope both sides can put on a show today.

We also welcome back to Walsall the referee Lex Allan, lets hope enjoys his 
afternoon!

The 2nd team played last night against GEC St Leonard’s and the 3rd team are away 
playing Longton 2nds!! Not sure how that happened!

The mascots for todays match are the Under 12’s and the Girls teams, who both 
continue to go from strength to strength, with the help of their coaching staff.

Many thanks to them.  
Gez

Good afternoon to all! Thanks for taking time to read today’s match day 
programme, and I’d like to extend a warm welcome to Veseyans' players 
and supporters on behalf of the Walsall squad.
Firstly, a reflection from myself over the last few weeks. We have lost two 
and won two of our last 4 games. The two losses were disappointing for 
very different reasons. The Spartans loss was frustrating. After being 
competitive throughout I felt that we should have won that fixture, 
winning tight games is an art-form that this squad needs to learn, and we 
are fully aware of our need to win key moments in fixtures. The second 
loss was frustrating for a completely different reason. Despite playing at 
home, we failed to register a point and were largely uncompetitive for 
the duration of that fixture. Despite our league position, we have been 
competitive in all but that game so far this season.
Those losses made our other two fixtures, away at Stafford and Telford 
"must win" games. The victories against both came from excellent starts. 
The Telford game was won by half-time, and perhaps understandably the 
performance level dropped in the second half. The Stafford victory was 
more pleasing. After Stafford fought their way back to within a score, we 
managed to turn them over on our own line in the second half and 
dominate the fixture for the final 25 minutes, winning the game by 23 
points. Both of those wins came from an extra bit of aggression that 
allowed us to dominate those games up-front. That aggression needs to 
become a habit, rather than appearing when we are in "must win" 
situations.
Your support today is much appreciated, and I'm determined that we 
return to winning ways at home. I hope you enjoy the game, and as 
always I look forward to sharing a drink with you in the bar afterwards.
Roger.

Captain’s View



Walsall RFC Veseyans RFC

Red shirts, black shorts and red socks. Black and white hooped shirts with black shorts,                         

hooped socks

15 Jack Crowhurst

14 Brandon Sayce

13 Rob Angell

12 Roger Weston (Captain)

11 Nico Watkins

10 Will Hennessy

9 Dean Ainger

1 Liam Taylor

2 Tom Aston

3 Simon Weaver

4 Michael Benson

5 Michael Lockett

6 Jamie Hickman

7 Matt James

8 Hal Goukucuk

16 Tom Thorley

17 George Perkins

18 Zach Edwards

15 Matt Gillick

14 Jon Fellows

13 Dariusz Pazskowski

12 Adam Ward

11 Rob Wattsl

10 Josh Groom

9 Will Slattery

1 Reiss Taylor

2 Harry Pegg

3 Jimmy Hateley

4 Lewis Gaffney

5 Robert Russell (Captain)

6 Dean Morris

7 Matt Turner

8 Ali Booth

16 Lawrence Springate

17 Nash Maphosa

18 Nick Jones



Date Opponent Venue Result Score

August 18th F Stourbridge Lions Away L

25th F Wymondham Home W 33-32

September 1st F Old Streetonians Away L

8th L Crewe and Nantwich Home W 33-10

15th L Leek Away L 26-7

22nd C Earlsdon Home L 12-17

29th L Ludlow Home L 7 - 41

October 6th L Newcastle (Staffs) Away L 37 - 17

13th C

20th L Spartans (Midlands) Home L 24 - 28

27th L Stafford Away W 13 - 36

November 3rd L Tamworth Home L 0 - 23

10th C

17th L Telford Hornets Away W 12 - 52

24th C

December 1st L Veseyans Home

8th L Wolverhampton Home

15th L Camp Hill Away

BOXING DAY F QMGS Home

January 5th L Leek Home

12th L Ludlow Away

19th C

26th L Newcastle (Staffs) Home

February 2nd L Spartans (Midlands) Away

9th

16th L Stafford Home

23rd

March 2nd L Tamworth Away

9th L Telford Hornets Home

16th

23rd L Veseyans Away

30th L Wolverhampton Away

April 6th L Camp Hill Home

13th L Crewe and Nantwich Away

Club News

Thank you to those who have paid their subs.  The bar discount card is 
automatically renewed, if you have had a problem with your card please speak 
to Sara, who will sort it out. A list of those who have paid will be on the notice 
board next week, please make sure you are on it!!

Steak Nights by Heather are continuing on the first Monday of each month.  
They are fantastic meals at fabulous prices, come along and taste it for 
yourselves.  Book with Heather on 07581 156720.  The next steak night is this 
Monday so don’t miss out!

There is a Christmas party, disco and karaoke on Saturday 15th December, bring 
your sparkle and tinsel too!

Children’s Christmas Party is on December 23rd from 12 noon.  A magic show 
and a very special guest will be there. Each child will receive a gift and a hot 
dog too!  A fab, frantic, festive time to be had – the bar will be open for the 
grown ups too!  £5 per child, adults are free!  Tickets are on sale now.

Boxing Day game.  Kicks off at 12noon  Walsall XV vs QMGS Old Boys.  
Always an entertaining game and fun in the club afterwards!  Walsall will be 
hoping to hold on to the trophy again this year.

OddBall Hats have been ordered and they are on their way.  If                             
you would like to order yours please speak to Ross Warwood or          
Sara Taylor.  £16 adult and £12 children

Easyfundraising – When you shop online you could be raising much needed 
funds for the club, without incurring any cost to yourself!  All you have to do is 
register with easyfundraising and then shop as normal.
Go to easyfundraising.org.uk/walsallrufc



Our Sponsors
We thank our sponsors for their continued 
support of Walsall RFC.  Without them we 
wouldn’t be able to continue to do all that we do.  

Sponsored Players –
Will Emes sponsored by Chris Emes
Paul Naylor sponsored by The Naylor Family
Jack Crowhurst sponsored by the Naylor Family

Taking you further
Audit/Tax/Advisory/Risk

Smart decisions. Lasting Value



Sponsors

We are always looking out for 
more sponsors – if you, or your 
business would like to advertise 
on a pitch side board, sponsor 
kit or a player then please get 
in touch with Ross Warwood on 
07976 484628
Ross has some great ideas for 
sponsorship and  is definitely 
open to new ideas.



Here’s a bit about us and our History……
Walsall Rugby Football Club was established in 1922 when a group of “distinguished but moderate boozers” who drank at the 
Conservative club decided it was time the town had a rugby club of it’s own.  An advertisement for players to meet in the 
local Stork Hotel was attended by 33 enthusiasts who unanimously resolved to found the club.  Training included a run to Barr
Beacon and back and during the first season 61 playing members pay 5s for their year's subscription.  The first result on 23rd

September 1922 was a surprising 13-9 win against long established club Handsworth. 

Attempts to lure QMGS away from the round ball game began as early as 1923 when the club made the ground available 
during the Easter holidays for school boys to practice.  It wasn’t until 1932 that rugby became the school’s official winter 
sport, thus providing the club with a steady stream of old boy talent, which lasted for many years.

The original headquarters of the club was at the Wheatsheaf Inn and was moved to the Old Hart Inn whilst match day 
switched to Walsall baths.  In 1931 the original playing pitch was needed for redevelopment and the club took a lease on its 
present ground.  The stand was purchased from Bloxwich Strollers FC and the bar and changing facilities were provided by the 
shell of an old wartime building.  Despite three subsequent facelifts the original building is still there!

Since that time Walsall RFC have been more than lucky with the number of personalities that have been a part of our Club, on 
and off the field, which has seen the club prosper over the last 96 years.

The advent of the leagues and cups in the 1980's opened many doors for Walsall. Promotion to national league was won in 
1988/89 to be followed in 1994/95 with further promotion as champions of National Division 5 North. The following season 
Walsall gained promotion to National Division 3. Then disaster struck and Walsall filled the last relegation place after finishing 
fourth from the bottom. Season 2006/07 saw Walsall relegated to Midlands 2 West after 6 seasons struggling to hold on to 
Midlands 1 status.  At the end of last season Walsall RFC were 7th in Midlands West 2 (North).

Staffordshire Cup winners:- 1976/7, 1977/8, 1979/80, 1980/1, 1981/2, l993/4, 1994/5, 1998/9, 2001/2 and 2002/3                                                                  
Courage League Champions: Midlands Division One - 1988/89                                                                                                                      
National Division Five North - 1994/95                                                                                                                      
Midland Junior Cup Champions - 1976
Amsterdam Sevens Tournament Champions:- 1972 and 1973



Junior Bear History

Since the formation of Walsall Colts over 40 years ago many of its members have gone on to serious senior honours.  Among 
them was Stuart Taylor, who helped Staffordshire win the County Championship in 1969/70; tim Ringer was in the same side; 
Alan Gillard played for Midlands Colts against Wales Youth; Martin Hunt, England colts; Neil Anderton, England colts; Rupert 
Moon, Wales scrum half and his brother Richard played for England B, Barbarians and Cambridge Blue.  It is also worth noting 
that the team that rose to National Division 3 contained many palyers who rose through the mins and juniors, such as  Rich 
Coleman, Gary Green, Rob Harding,  Matt McCluney and Gary Taylor.  More recently Alex Hawthrone made it into the England 
Under 16’s squad.
Many recent players have been and are currently involved in DPP and County level rugby and we wish every player to reach the 
best of their potential.

The club welcomes Tristan Oldnall as the new Chairman for the Mini/Junior section who also played rugby through the minis and
juniors at Walsall. He has the following message to all parents of the section “ I want you and your child to feel as welcome as I 
have always done.  To be provided with the highest quality coaching in a friendly, welcoming environment with a  real emphasis 
on having fun, whilst developing both physical and social skills.  As a Club we wholly embrace rugby’s core values of Teamwork, 
Respect, Enjoyemt, Discipline and Sportsmanship and know from experience these are the foundations that make the game of 
rugby so special”

After two successful seasons of our girls teams they will have, for the first time, three age groups for this season, Under 13’s, 15’s 
and 18’s.  We wish them every success as they continue to develop their experience, confidence and love for the game.



British Lions

Terry Cobner   Colin  Charvis

Full Internationals

Jan Webster (England) Luis Criscuolo (Argentina), Terry Cobner, Paul Ringer

Rupert Moon, Colin Charvis (Wales), Bidzina Samkharadze, Zviad Maisuradze (Georgia)

A and B Internationals

Russ Field, Richard Moon and Rupert Moon (England)

Other Trialists and/or Barbarians

Hugh Lindop, Mervyn Seldon, Les Rolinson and Graham Angell (England)

Dick hopkins and Steve King (Wales),  Jim Kearns (Ireland)

Colts Internationals 

Martin Hunt, Neil Anderton and Rupert Moon (England)

England Colleges International 2013

Alex Hawthorn

Most appearances in Career Rob Harding 1981-2002 429

Most Points in Career Richard Mills (1988-2002) 2448

(28T, 375C, 477P,47DG)

Most Tries in Career Chris Mould (1998-2016) 122

Most Drop Goals in Career Nick Archer (1973-1990) 59

Most Points in a Season Richard Mills (1996/97) 368

(2T, 50C, 84P, 2DG)

Most Tries in a Season Jon Rowe (1994/95) 30

Most Penalties in a Season Richard Mills (1996/97) 84

Most Conversions in a Season Richard Mills (1994/95) 71

Most Drop Goals in a Season Richard Mills (1990/91) 16

Most Points in a Match Matthew Wood (7.1.2017) 40

Most Tries in a Match Alex Greenslade (21.01.2012) 6

Nick Millward (24.11.1990) 6

Most Conversions in a Match Matthew Wood (7.1.2017) 15

Most Drop Goals in a Match Richard Mills (01.03.1991) 3

Bear Honours Club Records Prior to the Current Season

Leading Appearances of Current Players (to the end of last season)

Rod Dickson 341,  Roger Weston 169,  Dan Simpson 161,  Simon Weaver 151,  Mike Benson 133,   Jamie Hickman  110



Season 2018-2019                                                       

• Honorary President – Tim Smith

• Honorary Secretary – Paul Daniels

• Honorary Treasurer – Matt McCluney

• Director of Rugby – Geraint Tillott

• Immediate Past President – Chris Emes

• Club Captain – Roger Weston
• 1st XV Vice Captain – Luke Pittaway
• 2nd XV Captain – Matt Wood
• 2nd XV Vice Captain – Tom Thorley
• 3rd XV Captain  - James Topham
• 3rd XV Vice Captain – James Quigley

• Club coaches – Jon Ford
• Alex Jones
• Matt James
• Andy Taylor

• Club Physio - Hayley Clarke

Clubhouse Manager – Frances Ann Southall
Club Administrator – Sara Taylor

Executive Committee Playing Committee


