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Welcome to this special pocket 
guide to our new mural, 
which will take you through 
the different elements of the 
artwork and how they tie into 
our clubs history as we walk 
along the wall from 1880 into 
the near future!

Many of the original images, 
trophies, programme covers 
and other source material 
used in the mural can be seen 
on display in the Herbert G 
Hand Bar at the front of our 
main stand in the ground on 
match days, along with other 
highlights and characters from 
across the decades, so please 
come and take a look when 
you visit the ground.



Club Formation and First Ground 
- Dial Hill Road

Clevedon AFC were formed 
in 1880 and first played under 
association rules in 1886/87 at 
the Dial Hill cricket ground on 
a pitch sited at right angles to 
Esmond Grove Dial Hill. Playing 
in chocolate and blue quarters 
they won the Somerset Junior 
and Senior Cups and the 
Clevedon Charity Cup and were 
founder members of the Bristol 
and District League (later the 
Western league), but when 
they finished bottom of the 
league in 1895, they withdrew 
to concentrate on building 
a new ground in Old Street 
next to the WC&P railway line 
accessed through Shopland’s 
Sawmill and Parnell Road. 

From an original sepia print 
photo of an 1880’s Clevedon 
squad with Herbert G Hand 
standing right. The heavy 
leather footballs such as 
the one depicted appear in 
many team photos from the 
time with the season date 
written on them.



Herbert G Hand 
– Start of a Family Dynasty 

The Hand Family dynasty 
began when Mr. H.G. (Herbie) 
Hand who worked for JH 
Woodington Ltd, Boot Works at 
St George moved to Clevedon 
in 1892 to work at their new 
boot works in Strode Road, 
later AMPEP and now SKF UK 
Ltd. HG took over as Clevedon 
AFC Secretary in 1895, having 
helped form the Black Arabs 
AFC who became Eastville 
Rovers, then Bristol Rovers. 
He organized the move to Old 
Street and established the 
club and emerging league 
structures before retiring in 
1914 due to ill health, becoming 
a life member marked by an 
impressive scroll on display in 
the club today. 

A montage of the 
Knight from our club 
badge alongside an 
early brown and blue 
quarters Clevedon 
shirt, a pair of Victorian 
football boots, and 
trophy from the early 
1900’s now on display  
in our club bar.



Before Old Street had the 
necessary changing and social 
facilities, Clevedon AFC used 
local hostelries as their off field 
base starting with the former 
London Inn at the bottom of 
Chapel Hill until 1949 where 
the team also changed and 
then ran (or walked!) to the 
ground at Old Street. When 
they won the Somerset Senior 
Cup in 1929 the team were 
carried shoulder high from the 
railway station to the London 
to celebrate. They moved to the 
Royal Pier Hotel in 1950 to and 
finally back to Chapel Hill to the 
Bristol Hotel (now the Bristol 
Inn) in 1955. 

An imagined scene 
of Seasiders fans 
making their way 
from the London 
Inn to the Old Street 
ground through 
Clevedon town 
centre.

Town Centre HQ  
- London Inn, Chapel Hill



Only the Shoplands Sawmill 
remains from the industrial 
past and as new housing was 
developed the ground became 
known as Teignmouth Road 
which followed the line of 
the old Weston Clevedon & 
Portishead railway alongside 
the ground which had closed 
in 1940. The golden period for 
the ground was the 1950s when 
the club achieved national 
success in the old FA Amateur 
Cup, hosting famous sides 
from the time like Billingham 
Synthonia, Harwich & 
Parkeston, Carshalton Athletic, 
Wimbledon and Ilford.

Montage scene of 
the old Victorian 
stand at Old Street 
/ Teignmouth Road, 
which follows the line 
of the old Weston 
Clevedon & Portishead 
railway, which ran 
alongside the ground 
until it closed in 1940.

Old Street / Teignmouth Road 
 – A New Ground 



After the First World War H.G.’s 
son, A W (Bill) Hand – standing 
on the right in photo - took 
over as Club Secretary in 1918 
and was involved for 50 years 
until he retired in 1968 at 77, 
when he continued to serve on 
various league committees and 
was appointed a Vice-President 
of the Western League. In 1949 
he had the foresight to acquire 
the Teignmouth Road ground 
for the club for £450, having 
re-mortgaged his own house 
to pay for it, so when the club 
moved in 1992, they were able 
to sell the old ground and 
pay for the new one with the 
proceeds.

The three generations 
of the Hand family 
depicted together 
on period inspired 
football cards – 
Herbert G Hand 
(right), AW “Bill” Hand 
(centre) and Dough 
Hand (left)

The Next Generation  
- AW (Bill) Hand



Bert Price - front row left 
seated in photo -joined from 
Christchurch and made his 
debut in the Somerset Senior 
League as a 16 year old in 
1934. After 1 appearance for 
West Brom in 1938 the war 
intervened and afterwards, 
despite 1 game for Brighton 
Reserves, he was to remain 
a Clevedon player, retiring in 
1958 having scored over 250 
goals, mainly from the right 
wing. Never booked he went on 
became a Life Member when 
he retired and then trainer, 
coach, secretary, manager, and 
later club trustee, even coming 
out of retirement in 1963/64 
during an injury crisis to score 
against Keynsham. Bert died 
aged 91 on 17 June 2009. 

Bert Price  
- 24 Seasons, 250 Goals, No Bookings

Bert Price as a player 
emerging from the main 
stand at Teignmouth 
Road, circa late 1940’s



The ground originally had 
a traditional wooden stand 
(right) which accommodated 
120 on wooden benches with 
changing facilities underneath 
and galvanized sides painted 
in the club colours of blue and 
white. The stand had been paid 
for with £1 shares collected 
from supporters in 1904 which 
were later acquired by the club. 
Unfortunately, the stand burnt 
down in 1968 and with insufficient 
insurance money was never 
rebuilt.  It was replaced by a long 
low cover, the length of the pitch, 
on the opposite Teignmouth Road 
side (left) of the ground with 3 
shallow steps of terracing and a 
handful of seats in the centre. 

The 1980s was to shape the future of the club. In 
1980 it celebrated its centenary with a centenary 
match and floodlight opener against European 
Champions Nottingham Forest who won 3-1 in 
front of about 2,000.  The lights proved a sound 
investment, and still feature on today’s 3G, but with 
the club also committed to a new £55,00 clubhouse 
they soon hit financial problems. In 1983 the club 
dismissed rumours the Teignmouth Road ground 
would have to be sold, but eventually by 1989, £1.3 
million from Ideal Homes enabled the club to 
dodge a winding up order, wipe out its substantial 
debts and move to a new purpose-built ground.

The scroll from the head of the Football Association certificate 
marking the 100th anniversary of our formation in 1980. 

Teignmouth Road  
- Victorian Stand Fire

1980’s - 100 Years, Ground Sale 
Saves Club



Douglas Hand made his playing debut 
in 1938/39, becoming Assistant Secretary 
in 1946 after being demobbed. In 1965 he 
became Secretary and Treasurer of Clevedon 
Supporters Club. Like Herbie and Bill, he 
became a Life Member and Club President 
and was a figurehead and spokesman in 
the ground move.  On 30 July 1995 Doug 
was awarded a tribute lunch followed by 
a friendly against a strong Bristol City side 
watched by some 1500 fans, including Doug’s 
wartime colleague Sir Stanley Matthews 
as guest of honour. Doug liked chatting 
to supporters on his slow walks round 
the ground, until he passed away on 18 
November 2013, at the age of 92. 

The boost of a new ground and the improved 
finances clicked in and in 1992/93 Town won 
promotion as unbeaten Western League Champions 
winning 34 out of 38 games, scoring 137 goals, 
including an 18-0 win against Dawlish which remains 
the record score for the stadium. In 1998/99 they won 
the Southern League Division 1 Championship and 
then added the Somerset Premier Cup, winning on 
penalties against Taunton at Yeovil after a scintillating 
3-3 draw. The next season they finished eighth in the 
Southern League Premier Division at the highest 
level they have played which included only 2 defeats 
in 21 games at fortress Hand. 

Doug Hand  
- New Stadium Development Champion 

The 1990’s – Double Champions  
and Record Wins

The main stand at the new Hand Stadium that 
opened in 1992 with the Somerset Premier Cup



The new century saw 
the Seasiders win the 
Somerset Premier Cup 
three times in four 
years and in 2006 win 
the Southern League 
Division One West. In the 
same season we reached 
the First Round Proper of 
the FA Cup, entertaining 
a Chester City side 
managed by former 
England international 
Mark Wright, where 
a record crowd for a 
competitive match 
of 2,261 saw team 
captain and future 
Swansea, Wigan and 
Belgium manager 
Roberto Martinez 
lead Chester to a 
4-1 win. 

A montage of 
members of our 
2006 league 
winning squad 
with the Southern 
League Division 
One West 
champions shield.

The 2000’s – Triple Cup Winners and 
League Champions



Fortunes waned and 
the club were relegated 
from the Southern 
League, surviving initially 
in the Western League 
with a team made up 
predominantly from our 
Under 18’s squad and 
a determined group 
of volunteers. Leisure 
company Everyone 
Active took over the 
management of the 
stadium complex, and 
on the pitch things 
stabilised. In 2018 over 
1800 saw a star studded 
Manchester City Under 
18 side win 4-0 against 
the Seasiders Under 18s 
in the Third Round of the 
FA Youth Cup.

Clevedon Under 18’s 
take on Manchester 
City Under 18’s in the 
FA Youth Cup in 2018, 
including players now 
featuring in the Premier 
League and Bundesliga.

The 2010’s 
– Survival and Rebirth



Today Clevedon Town 
have players aged from 
16 to over 80 with a 
vibrant Under 18’s team 
and Walking Football 
Club complimenting 
our First Team. In recent 
years we celebrated two 
of our players getting 
international call-ups, 
with First Team centre 
back Glen Hayer playing 
several matches for 
Pamjab, and walking 
footballer Steve Marriott 
making his England 
debut against  
Wales  
aged 81!

Our two recent 
Internationals – Panjab’s 
Glen Hayer and England 
walking footballer Steve 
Marriott.

International Call-ups!



Our Heritage Mural ends 
with a look at where 
Clevedon Town is today 
and where we might 
be going in the future. 
Our current First Team 
captain Syd Camper is 
featured celebrating 
another goal, but 
who might one of our 
captains of tomorrow 
look like as we look to 
add a Clevedon Town 
Women team to our 
family?

Today and Tomorrow
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Seasiders Heritage Mural Project Team

Mural Artist – Damien Jeffrey
Concept & Project Management – Clive Gross
Club Historian & Archivist – Paul Davis

Project & Community Partners

PRJ Contractors, Foremost Signs
Illustrator & Designer Emily C Morán
Boom Satsuma, Clevedon YMCA
Everyone Active

Before It All Began…

Get social
ClevedonTownFC 

ClevedonTownFC 

clevedontownfc

With special thanks to…

The Clevedon Town Stadium Crew, 
Clevedon Civic Society, Voluntary Action 
North Somerset, North Somerset County 
Council Policy & Partnerships Team, Mark 
Lewis, Delyse Taylor,  Laila Rivzi, Rosie 
Russell and Susan Broadway.




