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When I first joined the Yorkshire Committee it never occurred to me that I would ever 

serve in any senior capacity, let alone be President.  It has been a great pleasure to 

represent ‘God’s own County’, 

 

It has been a pleasant if hectic year.  I managed to attend 45 games this season, 12 

by the end of September alone.  I criss-crossed the County from Barnsley to 

Middlesbrough, from Hull to Skipton and my only regret is that I was unable to visit 

so many of our member clubs. 

 

I have spent many excellent days and a good few evenings in the company of true 

rugby people.  Those volunteers, who despite increasing demands on their time, 

ensure that rugby union football in Yorkshire continues to be a success story.  If 

there is one lesson I have had confirmed in my year in office it is that well run clubs, 

living within their budgets will thrive; those with ambition beyond their means will 

not. 

 

I have been heartened by the investment many clubs have made in their 

infrastructure.  My first official function was to open the new clubhouse at West Park 

Leeds and I also attended the opening of the new facilities at Scarborough and 

Middlesbrough.  Barnsley too has a wonderful new development. 

 

Other clubs have made more modest but just as important improvements and more 

have ambitious plans.  All these clubs are determined to be at the heart of their 

communities and it bodes well for the future of the game. 

 

I thank all the clubs I have visited for their hospitality and if Wensleydale could 

relocate a little closer to Leeds I would be very happy. 

 

I had hoped that Yorkshire would retain the Bill Beaumont Cup but it was not to be.  

We were very unlucky not to reach Twickenham.  The U20s did reach their final but 

were beaten by Gloucestershire.  The other age groups and the schools continue to 

enjoy success and no other county has such strength in depth.   

 

This success is not achieved by chance but is down to the hard work and dedication 

of the coaches and administrators who so freely give of their time.  Thanks to all 

involved. 

 

It was a difficult year for the County competitions but they were finally completed.  

This would not have been possible if Keith Dyas had not single-handedly ensured 

they came to a successful conclusion.  Many thanks are due to him. 

 

The season extended well into May and provided a feast of excellent rugby and 

upsets.  My congratulations to Leeds Carnegie, Bradford Salem and West Park Leeds 

on their triumphs.  It was a great pleasure to present the trophies to my two clubs. 

 

My thanks go to the County Office.  The Hon. Secretary and his portly assistant do a 

tremendous job.  Ian has been a great help in advising me on procedures and 



protocols.  Having despaired of my reading my e-mails Sarah finally took to reading 

my mind.  Maureen has been a tower of strength, keeping my diary and generally 

looking after me with indulgent good humour. 

 

Finally thanks go to Jim Chapman our Chairman, Paul Jackson and John Spencer our 

RFU Representatives and all those members of the County committees who have 

worked so hard during the year. 

 

It has been a great honour to be your President.  I leave office confident that our 

great game will continue to thrive in this the premier County.  I wish my successor 

well and if he enjoys himself as much as I have he will be a happy man. 
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