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AGM Saturday 22nd April 2017, Chairman’s report
· NZ EGM Great committee - Thanks to committee – really good this year. Particular thanks to Jim and Sharon (and Kay and Dave). However, both Jim and Sharon are standing down, so we must find a new Secretary and Treasurer…
· Thanks to umpires – well done to Eleanor finding umpires for all games. Trained 2 new ones this year,  but we must recruit another few for next season as we lost several this year. Especially need more ladies. Course on 21 May 17 - ask Miles for info (totally free to the candidate).
· Good liaison with new EH local rep, Harriet Tebbs, new Club Durham rep John Walker, and the new One Sports Warehouse hockey kit shop.
· Thanks to Heather Lapham, Mike Lacey and Mark Scott for continuing to run the Juniors so well despite the committee struggling to recruit helpers from the wider club. Some volunteers really made the difference by helping out most weeks. Next year we’ll need much much more volunteer support from players - you can now play a match for free for every time you help out at Juniors on a Sunday morning.

· Thanks to you for playing, and paying, and helping out for those who did something in the last 12 months. Remember we expect: play and stay; pay fees on time; volunteer contribution (umps, committee jobs, festival help, junior coaching, random extras, eg Nobby helping with summer league captaincy)

· Really great work by Angela Crane, coaching our satellite club at the Hermitage Academy in Chester-le-Street on Thursday evenings. Several of those players have stepped up to play for the men’s 3s and 4s. Will be continuing next season and extra helper volunteers for Ange would be very welcome. The more we can bridge the main club and the satellite club, the more the recruitment will continue.
Results: see league table sheets…
Mens 1s Solid first season back in the Premier League after promotion 9th in table. A lot of good hockey and some strong recruitment. Should continue next season. Thanks to Iain for helping out significantly when Tom’s work made it hard for him to commit all the time.
2s Avoided relegation soundly, despite my best efforts to get them in trouble with the league! Finished 10th

3s sound upper table, look for promotion next year. Finished 4th.
4s struggled, gained two wins and finished last in league from which there’s no relegation! Need to increase player availability please, the 4s cried off 3 or 4 matches for too few players.
Ladies 1s played very well but had bad luck, losing many games they dominated. Lost numerous players and had something of a team crisis of confidence. Big thank you to Katie for stepping in an helping out an enormous amount when Abi was either injured or unavailable for much of the committee work needed. Finished 7th.
Ladies 2s struggled with availability all season, and lost a lot of games as many juniors were pushed into the adult side. Finished 8th of 9, pending a league appeal from Stokesley. Fingers crossed will avoid relegation.
Mixed team played some good games, thanks to Danny and Laura for organising.
Issues with Krusada kit supply - the club need to work out what we want to do in future.
League and county committees – MH is Durham County rep to NEHL, and on NDHUA committee so we get good info from higher up. Need to keep on top of our good reputation by ‘continuing’ to fulfil league responsibilities perfectly. This means players making sure they are always available in the season so we don’t have to double up etc.

Mixed Festival will break even, just. Had to switch venues and hire a band at short notice when the New Inn pulled out. Should be a great party night, but it’s eaten all the potential profits.
Maiden Castle new pitches for next season, no hockey there from 18 June to 1 September. Captains will let you know what is on when. Vets Summer League (for men only) and mixed summer league at Norton is continuing till July.

Our club Wednesday night training will go on until 14 June, at one hour only from 730pm till 830pm, mixed fun games.

Durham School partnership, MH to explain.


