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Market Harborough Rugby Club has reached a milestone in its history by 
being recognised by the accreditation scheme of the RFU – the games 
governing body. 

The scheme will assist the club to continually improve, while demonstrating a 
real commitment to providing all that’s best in the game across its adult 
sections, mini and youth, women and girls and touch rugby.  

The club had successfully met the challenging criteria for the accreditation 
scheme.  Key areas in included player development, high quality coaching, 
effective facilities, leadership and community integration.  

These areas of the game represent the component parts of a strong, sustainable 
club and accreditation will now become a way of life due its continuous review 
cycle. There will now be annual self reviews and more formal reviews every two 
years. This process will form part of the club’s annual development planning 
process.  

On Sunday, Eddie Gregory, President of the Leicestershire RFU, formally 
presented the plaque and certificates to the proud club which will now be 
displayed. (Photographs attached) 

Quotes  

Steve Grainger, Rugby Development Director at the RFU: "In the lead up to 
Rugby World Cup 2015 we are all aware that our clubs are at the forefront in 
growing and developing the game. We want to help them to make sure they are 
at the very heart of their communities, welcoming new players and volunteers, 
while developing those they already have. To do this successfully they will all be 
looking to provide the kind of facilities that attract members and to a club that is 
well run. 

Mike King, President of the Market Harborough club said ‘we are committed to 
this scheme as it will help all our club sections to become stronger, more 
effective, more efficient and more enjoyable places in which to play rugby. We 
will continue to offer a friendly, welcoming environment’  

Eddie Gregory, President of Leicestershire RFU said ‘I am delighted that my 
local club has achieved accreditation status. This scheme provides a framework 



for a club to show what it is doing, how it does it, and where it can improve. It 
enhances the clubs credibility.’ 

 

About Market Harborough Rugby Club 

Market Harborough Rugby Club was formed in 1923. (It was formerly known as 
Kibworth Rugby Club) 

The Club runs 4 senior sides, under 19s team, Mini and Junior Rugby, Ladies 
section and a midweek Touch Rugby section.  

The club offers first class facilities and recently opened an extension to its 
changing area which was externally funded by partners and a local charity. 

About Accreditation 

The RFU recognises that Club rugby lies at the heart of rugby in England. It is 
where the game is played in huge numbers and it is the environment that the 
RFU Development Department is committed to supporting by ‘strengthening 
clubs and growing the game in the communities around them’. The Club 
Accreditation scheme is based upon the six Key Drivers identified as crucial to a 
strong club: 

• Retaining & Developing Players 
• Recruiting New Players 
• Recruiting & Retaining High Quality Coaches, Volunteers & Referees 
• Effective & Efficient Facilities 
• Effective & Efficient Management and Governance 
• Integration with the Local Community 

PHOTOGRAPHS ATTACHED 

Picture One 

Representatives of the girls section and the under 6 squad together with the club 
officials.  

Picture Two  

Left to Right – Mike Fletcher (Chair of Mini and Juniors), Eddie Gregory 
(President of Leicestershire Rugby Union), Mike King (President) , Yvonne 
Copson (Ladies Section)  

 

 

 



Press Release 

Contact – Peter Rowbotham (Club Secretary)  

07712120231 

peter.rowbotham@outlook.com 

Interview Requests 

Contact – Mike Fletcher (Mini and Junior Chair)  

07771 541119 

Mandh.fletcher@btinternet.com 
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