E
N
I
L
H
C
U
TO
The Official Newspaper of The RFU
October 2016 Issue 194

RED ROSES TO LEAD WAY FOR
WOMEN’S RUGBY IN ENGLAND
The RFU recently laid out its intent for the women’s game
over the next four years.
As England Women look to defend their Women’s Rugby
World Cup title this season, the RFU outlined:
• 26,000 women and girls are regularly playing contact
rugby within the community game
• Ambition to improve the player pathway for the
development of the international game
• Red Roses as the new identity for England Women.
The Red Roses campaign launched on October 5th to
create a unique identity for England Women and underlines
England Rugby’s commitment to growing women’s rugby.
England stars Sarah Hunter, Natasha Hunt and Emily
Scarratt were joined by RFU Chief Executive Ian Ritchie,
RFU Director of Professional Rugby Nigel Melville, RFU
Director of Rugby Development Steve Grainger and
England legend Maggie Alphonsi to unveil the Red Roses
at Twickenham.
The rose, as the emblem of England Rugby, epitomises the
unique qualities of England Women as strong, relentless
and glorious. As part of the launch, an inspirational film
was unveiled, depicting a young girl’s journey to become a
Red Rose.
Ritchie said: “Today England Rugby has demonstrated its
commitment to the women’s game. We wanted to create
an identity for England Women that would inspire more
people to get involved whether playing or supporting the
women’s game.
“The sport is in an exciting place with England as current
Women’s Rugby World Cup champions and the rugby
sevens in the Olympics Games in Rio showcasing women’s
rugby to new audiences. With more professional contracts,
and ever–increasing investment in the women’s game from
grassroots to elite level, we feel this is a pivotal moment to
shine a spotlight on the game in this country.
“We want to grow our fan base and ultimately get more
women and girls considering rugby as an option for them
to play.
“Intrinsically linked with England Rugby, the red
rose encapsulates so much of what it means to be an
England player.”
Grainger also announced that over 26,000 women and
girls regularly play contact rugby, surpassing the RFU’s
women and girls strategy target of 25,000, one year ahead
of schedule.
He said: “We set ourselves an ambitious target when
launching our strategy in 2014 to get 25,000 women
participating in contact rugby. We’re delighted to have
exceeded this target one year ahead of schedule thanks
largely to the great work and dedication of our clubs
and volunteers.
“We have created more playing opportunities in schools,
clubs and universities, increased investment in facilities

and strengthened our coaching base. We are also grateful
to Sport England, whose financial support has contributed
significantly to this growth.
“With over 300 rugby clubs across the country now
hosting women’s and girls’ teams, there are numerous
opportunities for women and girls across England to
participate in rugby whether that be sevens, 15s or O2
Touch. The England Women have also played a big role,
driving interest in the game following their Rugby World
Cup win in 2014 and exposing the sport to a wide audience
through the sevens teams’ participation in Rio and the
strong performance of the 15s last season.”
The campaign will run across social media channels,
helping to promote key activities, starting with the Old
Mutual Wealth Series, when the Red Roses take on the
world’s top teams in France, New Zealand and Canada.
England player Sarah Hunter said: “As a girl I dreamt of
playing rugby for England. From January, I will play under
professional contract, something I didn’t imagine would
happen in my playing career.
“Red Roses feels like all of our hard work and commitment
is being recognised. When I pull on the white shirt with
the red rose, and walk out on the pitch for the Old Mutual
Wealth Series, I know that I am part of something bigger
than the 14 players around me.”
RFU Director of Professional Rugby Nigel Melville also
presented England Rugby’s plans for improving the player

pathway for women and girls over the next four years,
which includes developing the domestic programme and
competition structure in this country.
Since England Women lifted the Rugby World Cup in
2014, 20 professional full–time sevens contracts were
introduced ahead of the Rio Olympics and the RFU launched
a strategy to get 10,000 more women and girls playing
regular contact rugby.
This year, England Rugby announced 48 professional
contracts for 15s and sevens players, the first
commercially–sponsored women’s series will take place in
November with the Old Mutual Wealth Series, and the Red
Roses will wear the first women’s custom Canterbury kit for
the 2016/17 season.
OLD MUTUAL WEALTH SERIES
England v France, Wednesday 9 November
at The Twickenham Stoop, KO 7.45pm
Ireland v England, Sunday 13 November
University College Dublin, KO 2pm
(Not part of Old Mutual Wealth Series)
England v New Zealand, Saturday 19 November
at The Twickenham Stoop, KO 12pm
England v Canada, Saturday 26 November
at Twickenham, KO 5.05pm
FREE entry after the conclusion of the men’s game.
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ENGLAND RUGBY
ANNOUNCES CHARITY
PARTNERSHIP WITH
SPORT RELIEF

EDDIE JONES
APPOINTS
RICHARD HILL AS
TEAM MANAGER

England Rugby has announced a charity partnership with
Sport Relief, with a commitment to raise £4 million over four
years to support projects and programmes that use rugby to
change people’s lives and as a tool for social good.
Money raised through this partnership will provide grants
to charitable projects and programmes, through the Try for
Change Fund.
Ian Ritchie, RFU Chief Executive said: “Partnering with Sport
Relief sets out our clear commitment to grow rugby as a tool
for social good and widen the impact of rugby, and its values,
to improve the lives of those who need it most. We are very
proud to make our commitment to raising £4million over the
next four years.”
The grants offered through the Try for Change Fund
will focus on projects that increase community cohesion,
positively impact on a young person’s educational attainment,
employability and mental health and which help reduce a
young person’s risk of involvement in gangs or offending.
More details of the Try for Change Fund and the grant
strategy will be released in due course.

Michele Settle, Director, UK Campaigns & Brands at Comic
Relief said: “We’re delighted to have been chosen as a partner
of England Rugby. We believe that sport is a powerful tool for
helping bring about social change and their commitment over
four years will make a huge difference to the lives of people right
here in the UK and across the world’s poorest communities.”
Sport plays an important role in improving the lives of
millions of people across the world – bringing people together
to play, learn, improve their health and benefit from shared
experiences. The Try for Change Fund aims to help people
reach their goals and fulfil their potential, as well as deliver
long–term benefits to the wider community.
As part of England Rugby’s partnership with Sport Relief, a
number of high–profile charitable events will take place across
the four–year period from now until Rugby World Cup 2019 in
order to help achieve the £4million fundraising target.
For more information about Try for Change Fund and our
fundraising programme please visit www.englandrugby.com/
tryforchange

TIM PERCIVAL
Eddie Jones has appointed former international Richard Hill as
England Rugby Team Manager.
Reporting directly to the head coach, the 2003 World Cup
winner took up the new position at England’s training camp in
Brighton on 2nd – 4th October as the team began its preparation
for the Old Mutual Wealth Series.
The back–row forward spent his entire playing career at
Saracens and made his senior England debut against Scotland at
Twickenham Stadium in 1997 – going on to represent his country
71 times. He was capped five times by the British & Irish Lions
during the South Africa (1997), Australia (2001) and New Zealand
(2005) tours and awarded an MBE in 2003.
Since retiring through injury in 2008 Hill has worked for Saracens
and the RFU. In June 2014 Hill was appointed RFU Player Pathway
Liaison Manager where he played an important role with England’s
international performance coaches to help identify, mentor and
develop young players both on and off the field.
Since 2008 Hill has been a national member of the RFU council,
a position he stepped down from on taking up his new role in
the England set–up. Most recently Hill was team manager on the
England Saxons tour of South Africa in the summer.
This is the second time Hill and Jones will have joined forces
having previously worked together when Jones was director of
rugby at Saracens.
Commenting on the appointment Jones said: “Richard is an icon
of English rugby and I am very pleased he has agreed to join the
England management team. His vast international experience
and in–depth knowledge of the RFU player pathway means he’s a
great fit for this role in the England set–up.
“Richard’s responsibilities will range from maintaining
England Rugby’s internal and external relationships to providing
mentoring and support for players and management.
“It is important we use the knowledge of former international
players and keep an historical link with the past. I am in no doubt
that Richard will excel in his role and I look forward to working
with him again as we continue our preparation for the Old Mutual
Wealth Series.”
Hill, 43, added: “It is a great honour to take up this position with
the national team. These are exciting times for English rugby and
I look forward to supporting the team and management in our
journey to the World Cup in 2019.”
Eddie Jones has also announced that Rory Teague will become
part–time skills coach next month (November). “He will primarily
be working with the players on their individual skills. This is a
temporary appointment and another good opportunity for an
English coach to gain experience and develop their coaching at
the highest level,” said Jones.
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MITSUBISHI MOTORS
NOW ENGLAND RUGBY
PERFORMANCE PARTNER
CHARLOTTE HARWOOD

Mitsubishi Motors in the UK is now Official Performance Partner
of England Rugby, supporting the game from grassroots level up
to the elite squad, building towards the 2019 Rugby World Cup.
Mitsubishi Motors will be supporting England U18s, U20s
and the player pathway, as well as the England senior team and
the England training centre, now named the Mitsubishi Motors
England Rugby Training Centre.
The automotive company’s Intelligent Motion brand positioning
will be brought to life through a unique fan–based campaign,
launching this season. Mitsubishi Motors franchised dealer
network will work closely with grassroots clubs across a number
of projects, including forging links with players from the England
U18s and U20s.
The partnership extends to the Exeter leg of the Rugby Europe
Grand Prix Sevens Series – now entitled the Mitsubishi Motors
Exeter Sevens, following its inauguration in July 2016. England
Rugby and Mitsubishi will also support grassroots rugby by

recognising and rewarding the thousands of volunteers who are
an integral part of the game.
England Rugby head coach Eddie Jones has been announced
as a brand ambassador and said: “I’m very pleased Mitsubishi
Motors are on board with England Rugby. Mitsubishi is a globally
recognised brand with a track record of innovation, excellence
and quality so we look forward to working closely with them.
Their support of the England Under 20s and 18s will be hugely
beneficial to the long term success of England Rugby.”
Lance Bradley, Managing Director of Mitsubishi Motors in
the UK, said: “The core values of rugby align perfectly with our
own and the England Rugby partnership comes as a natural
progression of the work we are doing, and have already done, to
support rugby. We are looking forward to seeing the partnership
evolve as we head towards Japan 2019.”
Mitsubishi Motors has been a sponsor of Gloucester Rugby
since 2007 and last year became the club’s main partner.
Mitsubishi Motors also holds partnerships with Edinburgh Rugby
and the Salford Red Devils.

RFU PARTNERSHIP GIVES
UNIVERSITY STUDENTS
FANTASTIC OPPORTUNITIES
GEMMA COBB
The RFU has announced a partnership with 15 universities
across the country, pledging to invest £220,000 into further
strengthening the governing body’s commitment to supporting
and growing the game within the higher education sector.
University partners will plan and deliver a rugby participation
programme which incorporates the student rugby club and provides
activity for players in all formats of men’s and women’s rugby.
Since 2015, the RFU has worked in a close partnership with the
Students RFU (SRFU) and British Universities and Colleges Sport
(BUCS) to develop and deliver university partnerships, inviting
universities to apply for a partnership. The RFU carried out 1 to 1
interviews with universities to select the final 15 to be offered the
three–year deal.
Mark Saltmarsh, Head of Education and Development at
the RFU, said: “The 15 selected partner institutions will be
leading examples of universities who will provide a high
level of commitment and a quality standard of rugby that will
help enhance the experience for players of all abilities. Their
commitment to this concept has been excellent and we can’t wait
to get started with them.
“Our aim is that the new partnerships provide fantastic
playing opportunities for students of all levels and abilities and
further grow the game in the sector and the numbers of players
continuing to play in rugby clubs when they leave.”
The 15 institutions will have a set of annual KPIs set against five
possible areas:
1. Partnership delivery – ways of working together and general
rules of engagement
2. Participation development – growing and maintaining
participation levels in their rugby union programme
3. Men’s 15–a–side rugby aligned to a competition model for
those participating teams
4. Sevens – both at a performance and recreational level linked
to the England pathway
5. Women’s rugby – hubs providing support for players in the
15–a–side and Sevens programme
The additional funding support from the RFU will assist in
further developing player, coach and facility standards across the
universities for the men’s 15–a–side teams. It will ensure a higher
quality offer for a greater number of men’s teams in the institution
as well as provide additional support to those participating in the
new BUCS national league.

The England Women’s rugby programme has identified the
university sector as a key potential source of support for its elite
and emerging elite players. Working across six hub sites, the
partnership will drive improvements in the women’s elite game
through focussed support for talented players.
There will be four sevens hubs created with two further
institutions delivering recreational sevens. The university
sector has been highlighted in the RFU Strategy for Sevens as
a significant contributor to the growth of sevens in terms of the
engagement of more university students on a recreational basis
as well as the identification, development and support of talented
players within the England Sevens pathway.
Vince Mayne, BUCS CEO, said, “By investing in university rugby
with this programme, the RFU have once again demonstrated
their commitment to the future of the sport in this country and the
pursuit of excellence. BUCS looks forward to working with the RFU
to enhance student rugby, providing opportunities for athletes to
forge a dual career on and off the pitch.”
Through strengthening existing teams and growing new links
with community clubs and other rugby–playing institutions, the
RFU partnership will provide additional playing opportunities and
outlets for students to play the sport, creating over 30 new teams
across the universities in the first year.
The partnership will also be able to track and record students
involved in all rugby–related activities to enable the RFU to place
rugby–playing leavers in community rugby clubs, ensuring players
are integrated into the community clubs following their studies.

ENGLAND U20
TO FACE WALES
AND AUSTRALIA
IN GEORGIA
Reigning World Rugby U20 Champions England will kick–
off their defence against Samoa, followed by Wales and
Australia in Georgia next summer.
England were crowned champions on home soil this
summer – their third success in four years and face a tough
pool this time round. England will play all their group
matches at Avchala Stadium in Tbilisi.
“Every game in the group will be a test,” said England
U20 Head Coach Martin Haag.
“Wales are always tough and Australia will have a
number of players who featured in this year’s World
Championships. Samoa are an unknown quantity, but it
will be a good challenge for the players to face another
Southern Hemisphere team.
“This is the first time a major tournament has been
played in Georgia, so it’s hugely exciting and it will be a
fantastic experience for all of the players to compete in new
surroundings.”
This season’s U20 Elite Player Squad will be named in
mid–October.
WORLD RUGBY U20 CHAMPIONSHIP FIXTURES
England v Samoa: Wednesday 31 May,
Avchala Stadium (Tbilisi)
England v Wales: Sunday 4 June,
Avchala Stadium (Tbilisi)
England v Australia: Thursday 8 June,
Avchala Stadium (Tbilisi)

UNIVERSITY PARTNERS
University of Leeds, Middlesex University,
University of Essex, Durham University,
Newcastle University, Northumbria University,
Bishop Burton College, Leeds Beckett University,
University of Nottingham, Nottingham Trent University,
Loughborough University, University of Exeter,
University of Bath, Hartpury College,
University of Bristol.
Click here more information on the British Universities and
Colleges Sport (BUCS).
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REAL RUGBY STORIES

Featuring regularly on englandrugby.com, as well as in Touchline, our Real Rugby Stories celebrate the
achievements of those involved in the grassroots game. Whether it’s supportive mums or medics,
chairmen taking clubs places, or children with inspirational stories, let us know about your remarkable
people by emailing: JoeOgden@rfu.com

RUGBY’S ANGEL OF THE NORTH
There are not many jobs that Eleanor Peggie
hasn’t done at Westoe RFC in South Shields.
What began as standing on the sidelines,
watching her brother play when she was 12,
became a whole lot more when she decided to
get more involved in club activity. Six years
later, Eleanor has become one of the most
important members in Westoe’s 140 year history.
“In all my time at Westoe I’ve never seen
anyone have the impact she has had,” says Jan
Duncan, a volunteer at the club for 22 years and
current safeguarding officer. “She’s our very own
Angel of the North.”
“I used to go to the club and watch but I
wanted to do more so I started helping the
coaches with the warm ups and cool downs,”
says Eleanor.
From there, she soon took charge of team
registrations and membership and then joined
the club’s junior committee. Before long she was
assisting with team management for the senior
sides as well as helping with first aid, bringing
rugby into schools and developing junior coaching.
“I love being part of a club that has always had
an important place in the local community,” says
Eleanor, whose most significant role has been in
linking up the senior and junior sections at Westoe.
“She approached some of the senior players
and asked them to start helping out with
coaching in the junior teams,” says Jan. “It’s
now become a regular part of the club, we often
have senior players contributing at every junior

level now and it’s all down to her. The way she
approached it sums up her entire attitude, she
gets stuck in.”
Eleanor now volunteers three days a week at
the club, which includes cooking for pre and
post–match meals on game days, and her efforts
were recognised at the RFU President’s Awards
this year where Jason Leonard awarded her the
16 – 24 People Power prize.
“When I started I was young and I was a girl.
At first people weren’t sure what to make of
me but I like to think I’ve changed that,” says
Eleanor.
According to Jan, “She provides a younger
person’s perspective on business proposals
and has done a lot of work in recruiting from
local schools. She’s also been key in influencing
the club to incorporate girls’ rugby into their
development plan for future growth.”
Eleanor has balanced her volunteering with
studying for her GCSEs and A Levels.
This summer she received three As and a
B in her exams and will be joining Newcastle
University to study Medicine. Despite the
difficulty in balancing rugby work with her
studies, Eleanor has no plans to stop.
“The reason I do it is because of the
community atmosphere. It doesn’t feel like work
and I love being part of a club that has always
had an important place in the local community,”
says Eleanor, who epitomises the work of
volunteers in clubs across the country.

LANDMARK SEASON FOR ENGLAND DEAF
Founded in 2003 to give deaf and hard of
hearing players the chance to play together
and represent their country, England Deaf
have become one of the world’s leading sides
and in the process have helped promote deaf
rugby across the country.
On Sunday 16 October the team start their
season against England Police 15, before
taking on old rivals, and world champions,
Wales, at Cardiff Arms Park in January.
From the players, coaches and staff, it’s
hard not to be inspired by England Deaf.
Head Coach Sean Fletcher joined four
years ago after losing 50% of his vision from
a rugby injury.
“I was trying to find somewhere to coach after
my injury,” explains Fletcher. “I found out about
the team through a player I once coached who
played for the side. I joined as a forwards coach
and six months later I was made Head Coach.”
Fletcher’s introduction to the team is typical of
many of England Deaf’s current players.

“Some guys have played their whole lives at
local rugby clubs, while others come into the
sport because rugby is so inclusive,” he said.
The side to play the Police features some
who rely solely on lip reading and British Sign
Language which means the coaching team
work with interpreters. Deaf rugby is growing
around the world, with teams such as Australia,
New Zealand, USA, South Africa and Japan all
fielding international sides but for England there
is one particular rival.
“Playing Wales is always a huge game.” says
Fletcher. “For every England representative side
Wales are one of the oldest rivals and that is no
different for us.”
Wales have beaten England in their last six
matches but Fletcher believes this year may be a
turning point.
“The gap is narrowing. Last year we lost with
the final kick of the game at Fylde and we have
made some big steps forward in that time. We’re
confident this will be our year.”

While Fletcher and his team continue to
set goals on the pitch, they’re also making
significant progress off it. This year Devon
became the country’s first Centre of Excellence
for Deaf Rugby which, as well as being a base
for community outreach, has also led to the
recruitment of six international players.

SEDBERGH SCHOOL TAKE TYNEDALE TITLE
Sedbergh School edged past Merchiston Castle School by 14–10
in the U18 Cup Final to cap an impressive return to the Tynedale
RFC School Rugby Festival.
Morpeth RFC won a competitive U15 competition and Sedbergh
completed a successful trip east by taking home the U18 Plate.
Twenty–teams from across England and Scotland descended
on Corbridge to compete in the 17th edition of the Tynedale
RFC School Rugby Festival. The tournament also marked the
unveiling of the new–look clubhouse at Tynedale RFC, following
the December flood which left the club homeless for six months.
Tynedale RFC competed well in the U15 competition against
some premier school teams, and finished fifth overall.
In the U18 Cup, Sedbergh started with a 26–0 win over
Giggleswick School, followed by 10–5 and 12–0 wins respectively
over Fettes College of Edinburgh and Berkhamsted School.
They met an exceptional Merchiston Castle team, four–time
winners at Tynedale, but Sedbergh outscored their Scottish
opponents by two tries to one in the final.
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The Cumbrians’ 2nd 15 won a tightly contested U18 Plate with
three victories from their five games. They finished top of the Pool
with seven points from five games.
In the U15 Cup, Morpeth RFC enjoyed an excellent day with
a clean sweep over Durham School (15–7), Berkhamsted School
(15–5) and Hill House School (24–0). They finished with a 26–5 win
over hosts Tynedale.
Presenting the trophies, Northumberland Rugby Union
President Malcolm Jarvie congratulated the teams on an excellent
day of rugby. With Newcastle Falcons hooker Scott Lawson,
he introduced Will Hill and Sam Stewart, captains of Sedbergh
School 1st & 2nd 15s and James Blackett from Morpeth RFC U15,
before announcing Tyler Thomas of Merchiston Castle Player of
the Festival.
Next year’s event will take place on Sunday 3rd September,
once again open to school 1st and U15 teams.
Please visit www.tynedaleschoolsfestival.co.uk for
more information.

EDDIE HELPS CELEBRATE RUGBY’S
THRIVING GRASSROOTS
GEMMA COBB
England Head Coach Eddie Jones officially opened a new 250–person clubhouse at Hinckley RFC
last month (September).
Hinckley chairman John Tilley hopes the new clubhouse will “deliver a lifetime of great rugby”.
The ambitious project started when the club bought Hinckley Town football club, adjacent to the
rugby club, which included two football pitches and a clubhouse.
With the support of the Rugby Football Union, Sport England and the Rugby Football Foundation
(RFF), Hinckley purchased and renovated the new clubhouse and grounds over a six year period,
with an overall investment of £900,000.
“Creating something special for the future has been central to Hinckley RFC’s plans for a long
time,” said Tilley. “We wanted facilities that would stand the test of time and enable us to host
fundraisers, dinners and events for our members. With fantastic support from our sponsors and the
RFU, plus a lot of hard work from our volunteers, this long–term vision has finally become a reality.”
Jones said: “Clubs like Hinckley RFC are the heartbeat of the English game, so it’s been great to
be here as the club celebrates this special milestone. There’s a good atmosphere and camaraderie
among its members and you can tell people care passionately about the future of the game. You
really get a sense that we’re all in this together for English rugby.
“The new clubhouse is an excellent facility which I’m sure will continue to help attract new players
at all levels. It’s great to hear about the thriving grassroots system, like the one they have in place
here, which is helping introduce youngsters to the game we love.”
Tilley praised Jones for helping mark the occasion. “Eddie is not only a great international coach
of the elite, he is also an inspiration to the grassroots game – a true rugby man and we would like to
thank him very much for being here today.”
The RFU is committed to raising the standard of facilities at sustainable community rugby clubs
around England, increasing the opportunities to access quality playing conditions for both new and
existing players. Click here more information.

SAFEGUARDING
CHILDREN
The RFU believes that the wellbeing of children involved in rugby is of paramount
importance and has jurisdiction to deal with any allegation of abuse of a child, any breach of
the Safeguarding Policy and or any breach of Regulation 21.
It is important that club safeguarding officers and club committees are familiar with
Regulation 21 and that they understand that anyone involved in rugby union must report
safeguarding concerns to the RFU Safeguarding Team.
Concerns must be dealt with in accordance with the RFU Policy and Regulations to assess
the most appropriate manner of dealing with them. Some incidents may need referral to
Statutory Agencies, such as police or children’s services, while if the child is not in immediate
danger the RFU Safeguarding Team will take action. However, even apparently low–level
concerns may require the RFU to seek initial advice from Statutory Agencies.
It is essential to refer concerns to the RFU at the earliest opportunity to ensure that children
are kept safe. Concerns may then be delegated back to a club or CB to manage.
It is vitally important that no investigation is carried out by the club, other than gathering
information prior to informing the RFU. This is so as not to jeopardise any police investigation
or criminal proceedings and also to preserve evidence. This is especially relevant when
dealing with cases involving inappropriate use of the internet and social media.
When referring matters to the RFU Safeguarding Team please use the incident report form
which can be found at here

Disclosure and Barring Service – DBS

PIRATES SUPPORT YOUNG CARERS
The Cornish Pirates charity for the 2016/17
rugby season is Kernow Young Carers. An
Action for Children project, Kernow Young
Carers works with children and young people to
make the caring role a more positive experience
by offering support, information and guidance,
activities and trips, short breaks, school groups,
training and educational sessions, plus local
young carers forums.
Rosemary Foster, Children’s Services Manager
for Action for Children in Cornwall said: “We
have over 800 children in Cornwall caring
for family members who may be ill or have a
disability. People are often amazed when they
learn how much our young carers do to help
their families. Life can be tough so it’s crucial
that we offer them support in a fun and friendly
environment, as well as provide the chance to
have a break and simply enjoy being young.
“Such is the profile generated by the Cornish
Pirates, the public will get an insight into the
issues these amazing young people face. Kernow
Young Carers wants all young carers in the
county to be identified early, receive the support

they need and be recognised for the unpaid
care they provide. With the brilliant support of
the Cornish Pirates, we will be able to greatly
enhance the support and care we already provide
to those in our community who need it most.”
Pirates No.8 Tom Duncan said: “Kernow
Young Carers is a charity that fits well in our
thoughts. Besides a number of match day
collections, the players are keen to learn more
about the important work that our Cornish
young carers provide within the community.”
A cheque for £302.50 was presented to the
charity just before the Cornish Pirates kicked
their home game off against Ealing Trailfinders.
The amount was a half share of proceeds raised
from the recent Charity Bike Ride undertaken
by cyclists who journeyed from Bissoe to the
Mennaye Field and back – a total of 54 miles.
Among the bike riders were Cornish Pirates’
co–coaches Alan Paver and Gavin Cattle, Team
Manager Chris Rendall, plus supporter Martin
Woollatt who made the cheque presentation.
For more information please visit
www.kernowyoungcarers.org

Any club operating mini/midi/youth rugby is deemed a children’s service provider, which
means that certain legislation and commitments must be adhered to.
RFU Regulation 21.2 describes the requirements of the RFU DBS process, further information
is provided in the RFU Safeguarding Policy of the requirements within a rugby setting.
One significant aspect of providing a children’s service is ensuring that a thorough
recruitment process is followed, including interviewing potential volunteers, seeking
references, checking qualifications are valid, on–going monitoring and carrying out DBS
checks via the RFU.
All DBS applications must be obtained through the RFU Safeguarding Department and DBS
disclosures issued through other Registered Bodies are not accepted.
The DBS issue a certificate for ALL DBS applications – therefore, simply having a DBS
certificate does not mean applicants have been approved by the RFU. The certificate is sent
directly from the DBS to the applicant’s home address and the RFU does not receive a copy of
the DBS disclosure. All applications and results are, however, actively monitored by the RFU
Safeguarding Team.
Only when an individual appears on GMS with a “current” DBS status are they deemed
“approved/cleared” to work unsupervised with U18s, so it is crucial that clubs monitor GMS,
have an up–to–date Child Workforce list and manage those engaged in the youth game.
If a DBS returns containing information, the RFU will instigate the DBS Case Management
Process and failure to comply with this process will result in the individual being removed
from coaching U18s.
On occasion, the RFU will contact a club requesting a reference for an individual. It is
imperative that written communication is supplied upon request so that the RFU can carry out
a thorough risk assessment when managing a DBS disclosure.
Applicants (and clubs where necessary) will be informed of the outcome of the DBS Case
Management Process in writing. Additionally the GMS site will be updated to reflect a Current
or Rejected DBS status.
Only when a “current” status appears against an individual on GMS are they deemed
“DBS cleared” by the RFU.
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ENGLAND WOMEN
U18 SEVENS WIN
EUROPEAN GP
PLATE
Going into the European knockout stages
without conceding a point, England were
defeated by a spirited Canada side in the
quarter–finals, before defeating Wales 45–7 in
the Plate semi–final to face Italy.
England scored a try within the first 30
seconds, were relentless in attack, and kept up
pressure in defence. The final score was 47–0,
seven tries coming through doubles from Ella
Wyrwas and Helena Rowland, as well as other
scores from Zoe Harrison, Ellie Kildunne and
Lucy Attwood. Three conversions came from
Helena Rowland and two from Zoe Harrison.
Coach James Cooper said: “I know the girls
might be disappointed to finish in fifth place
but they should be extremely happy with their
overall performance. To concede in only two
games out of six, and score 37 tries is a fantastic
achievement. Every team in the competition
looked dangerous and organised in defence. We
just had a slight lapse in concentration against
Canada in the quarter–finals and that’s cost us at
least a place in the semi–finals, but the girls will
learn from the experience.”
England began the tournament in France in
convincing fashion, winning all three games on
day one against Romagnat (47–0), Ukraine (49–
0) and Italy (38–0). They scored 20 tries to reach
the quarter–finals. On day two, Zoe Harrison
opened the scoring against the Canadians inside
30 seconds, but Canada hit back immediately
and England went in at the break 24–7.
England gave a much better performance in
the second half, but lost by a score line of 29–21.
England scored another seven tries against
Wales, with Vicky Foxwell and Zoe Harrison
each scoring two, and Ella Wyrwas, Carys Cox
and Eloise Hayward also dotting down.

RETURNING TO RUGBY
GEMMA COBB
With hundreds of people across the country being reintroduced to the
sport through the Return to Rugby programme, here’s the journey of
some of the clubs and players taking part.
When Chiswick RFC hosted their first Return to Rugby session at
the end of August, even the most optimistic of coaches couldn’t have
foreseen how popular it would be.
“It was quite unprecedented the numbers that turned up to the
Return to Rugby sessions with RFU coaches Rory Greenslade Jones
and Ty Sterry. Player feedback has been fantastic. I haven’t seen such
positivity at our training sessions for a number of years,” says club
coach Gerry Cottrell.
On average 30 people were turning up for training sessions each week,
with the programme so popular that Chiswick were able to field a 4th 15
made up almost entirely of new players.
Returning player John Kelly gave up the sport at 18 after finding it
too competitive but is now a regular player at Chiswick. “I didn’t realise
how much I had missed it,” says Kelly. “Every player is able to progress
as quickly as they want, and from a personal perspective, once I got the
bug back there was no stopping me.”
This year’s Return to Rugby follows last year’s inaugural programme

which saw 2,500 people sign up for sessions and 800 players re–
introduced back into the game. One of those was teacher Ed Seymour
who joined a Return to Rugby session at Aylesford Bulls having
stopped playing the sport a few years earlier.
“I was watching the Rugby World Cup on TV and decided I wanted to
get back involved. I was expecting to find a few old blokes playing a lot of
touch but actually it had a great structure and catered for lots of different
levels. The most important thing is they made it fun. Every session was
different and it was mainly game–based activities which we developed
skills from,” says Seymour who is now a regular player at the club.
Milton Keynes RFC had huge success running the programme last
year and the sessions this year have proved even more popular. “We
had 49 participate in our first session which is just incredible,” says
Community Rugby Coach Bob Hardman. “The reaction from the
players has been amazing. The overwhelming response has been that
they wished they had come sooner.”
This year’s Return to Rugby sessions have been hosted at 100 clubs
and there is still time to get involved. To find a club and session near
you by clicking here.
If you have a Return to Rugby story you’d like to share click here.

YOUNG WARWICKSHIRE
REFEREES TAKE CHARGE
A young referee team from Warwickshire
officiated in all the women’s U18 sevens
matches at the School Games at Loughborough
University. This was the fourth successive
year that the Warwickshire Society provided
the young officials, who this year included
Katie Ritchie, a guest from Hertfordshire.
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Teams in the competition included those
from each of the four UK regions, two from
Wales and one each from Scotland and
Ireland. Warwickshire Society coaches, Peter
Tolan and Ian Roberts acted as Referee
Managers and coaches to the young officials
throughout the three–day event.

October 2016

BATTLE OF THE SOMME
WW1 COMMEMORATION EDUCATION RESOURCES

The RFU is commemorating the centenary of the Battle of the
Somme, when thousands of rugby players were among the fallen,
including four England internationals: Jack King, Lancelot
Slocock, Rupert Inglis and Alfred Maynard.
In memory of all the players who went to war, many never to
return, the RFU has commissioned a three-part series, released
next month (November), The Rose and the Poppy, presented by
former England captain Lewis Walton Moody, who shares the
name of his great-grandfather, one of the soldiers to survive.
The films will link with a set of KS3 History educational

resources that will reflect on the history of the period and the role
that the rugby community played in the Great War. They will
draw on the values shared by rugby and the armed forces from
the First World War up to the modern day.
Available from the 5th September for history, PSHE or
citizenship lessons, the educational resources form part of the
RFU Great War Commemorations.
Victoria Stevens, Subject Leader History / NQT Co-ordinator
at The Ridgeway School and Sixth Form College said: “The
resources naturally sit within a scheme of work looking at the

First World War and the resources clearly relate to the reasons
behind mass sign up for the military, the experiences of soldiers
fighting on the Western front and the role of modern day
commemoration within British society. The resources could also
be easily adapted to have a focus within PSHE, citizenship and
PE lessons, looking at the history behind sport, how community
values are built, and the impact the First World War had on
British and European society.”
These, together with other cross curricular resources, are
available here.

RUGBY HELPS PUPILS IN LIFE AND ON THE PITCH
Dave Manders, St. Paul’s Catholic School Rugby Development Manager
St. Paul’s Catholic School girls U15s from Milton Keynes finished an impressive third in
the National Finals competition at Lichfield RFC. While everyone at school and all the
parents are very proud of them all, after four years of playing development, it’s worth
taking a look at how much more rugby has given the team.
The team environment of rugby helps all players to grow in confidence and the
connection between all involved grows and develops too. Social and personal skills
all increase, players become part of a team, new, often lifelong, friendships are forged.
This has been the case with this squad but what has also been impressive has been the
positive impact on their education. The girls’ attendance at school has improved, as has
their engagement with all other pupils and staff at St Paul’s and their attitude towards
their studies.
The team come from diverse cultural, social and economic backgrounds and every girl
has improved greatly whatever their personal challenges or circumstances. Many now
help to mentor the younger players, they smile more often and say hello to staff who
don’t teach them. They are happy, more caring and always have training or fixtures to
look forward to.
All of the girls in this team understand that, if they are allowed to miss any lessons to
play at RFU festivals, it is a privilege and shouldn’t be taken for granted and any school
work missed must be made up. This alone means that, with teaching staff support, every
player is then accountable, has to be responsible and must discuss and plan work with
their teachers. They are winning in every sense, on the pitch and off it.

FINANCIAL AGM
The ERFSU Financial AGM will take place at 11am on Sunday
13th November at the Holiday Inn, Bromsgrove, B61 9AB.
If you would like to attend, please email schools@therfu.com
by Monday 31st October 2016.
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Follow us:
@EngRugbySchools
@RFU_Schools

Nigel Orton

RUGBY TEACHER
DEVELOPMENT DAYS

CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE
The schools’ season has kicked off and let’s
hope it will be a good one, enjoyed by all. I was
certainly inspired by seeing our sevens teams
in the Olympics and watching the wheelchair
rugby in the Paralympics. I hope our young
players will be equally enthused. We especially
welcome all those new to rugby, be it as a
school taking up the sport in your curriculum,
or new players who have joined playing squads.
It is a great sport where you can develop many
friendships and find new opportunities.
We continue to enhance the way we introduce
and regulate the playing experience and these
changes will smooth out previous pressures of
over playing, make playing rugby fun, player-

centred and safer. Alongside these changes is
our increased awareness of how best to deal with
concussion and generally improve player safety.
I urge all who teach or coach in age grade rugby
to be familiar with this approach.
It is important to stress that in the new playing
calendar there is no restriction on when a
school or club can stage its fixtures or training
sessions. There are, however, restrictions on
when competition can be programmed. There
is now an onus on managers to plan ahead and
to communicate with others when there are
competing demands on a young player’s time.
Do all enjoy your season!

PARTY ON DOWN

If you have tickets to the Old Mutual Wealth England v Argentina match on 26 November at
Twickenham, please join us for a drink and a bite to eat, we’ll send you further information
shortly. This event is for educational establishments only and numbers are restricted so it will
be first come, first served.

SCHOOLS TAKE THE PLEDGE
WITH OLD MUTUAL WEALTH
With the
introduction
of Old Mutual
Wealth Kids First,
Community Rugby
Coach Nick Todd
was asked by
two independent
preparatory
schools to provide
CPDs for their
staff to ensure best
practice in rugby.
To make sure
that the 270 boys
aged 7-13 were
introduced to the
game in line with
the current models
of good practice mirrored by the local club, 30
members of staff from Summer Fields School in
Oxford completed the Rugby Ready course. Staff
are now in a better position to introduce and
develop the beginnings of lifelong rugby.
The Dragon School staff, who also have
strong links with local clubs including Oxford
Harlequins, attended an Old Mutual Wealth

Rugby Teacher Development days have seen
a significant increase in numbers attending.
Around 245 teachers went to the six locations
around the country, all events having a
common theme and programme. The key
messages were the safety and the welfare
of players, and the development of a player
centered philosophy within schools.
All sessions were delivered by the England
age group performance coaches and specialists
on player safety from within the RFU. Three
specific areas were covered: managing contact
and developing players’ three-dimensional
agility and their body management skills,
coaching through CARDS and encouraging

Kids First
Refereeing
Children CPD
which will see 400
students playing
a game officiated
by referees who
put the needs of
the players first in
a safe, supportive
and well-managed
game environment.
David Woolley,
Master in charge of
Rugby at Summer
Fields School, said
“It was really good;
great practical
help and – from
my point of view – very helpful to put rugby
coaching in people’s minds a couple of months
before our season starts.” Both schools have
signed the Old Mutual Wealth Kids First Rugby
Pledge and will continue to benefit from the
support this provides.
For more information please click here

BRISTOL GRAMMAR SCHOOL
PRIORITISE PLAYER SAFETY

Bristol Grammar School have worked hard to develop their concussion
protocol alongside their match-day medical staff at Bristol Physio. They also
work closely with medical staff at Bristol Academy who help to manage the 40
plus players in their Developing Player Programme and Player Development
Group programmes.
They say it is great to have the RFU making it easier to get the concussion
message across to all those in the BGS Rugby family, with the introduction of
the NatWest concussion code of practice and the online Head Case courses.
This will ensure that everyone involved in the development process, coaches,
support staff, players and parents, are operating to a recognised criteria for the
welfare of players.
Ben Scott, Head of Rugby Bristol Grammar School, said: “Parents and
players want to know that health and safety is at the forefront of our rugby
programme and, with up to 300 boys playing every weekend, concussion gets
the recognition it requires.”
For more information about the NatWest Schools Cup please click here.
For details about online Headcase courses, please click here
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players’ creativity, awareness, resilience,
decision making and self-organisation. And
finally Rugby Safe, sharing good practice, data
and information on the RugbySafe programme
within schools.
Kev Morris from Monkton School, Bath
said: “The coaches were really engaging and
understood the school environment, and also
very helpful with their answers to questions. The
player safety information was also really useful
and gave us a number of areas we feel we can
develop over the coming season.”
Dates for the next round of development days
will be made available in January 2017.

Martin Tucker

ECRFU CHAIRMAN
Welcome back to everyone at the start of a
new academic year. Following the tremendous
success of Team GB in Rio, I hope that this will
provide a catalyst for growth in participation
within colleges sport, particularly in rugby.
Last term ECRFU hosted a two-day conference
in Manchester that coincided with the World
Rugby U20 Championship. It was a very
successful event and I was so impressed with
the energy and commitment displayed by all the
delegates and the determination to both sustain
and grow the game in the sector. The Keynote
speaker was Simon Amor (Team GB 7s Coach),
who found the time in the build up to Rio to
encourage us to embrace the game of 7s and use
it to raise the profile of the game. The success
of the men’s and women’s teams in Rio has

hopefully provided that inspiration.
ECRFU is now a Constituent Body of the RFU
and will endeavour to support colleagues to
develop the game. The board has improved its
strategic deliverables for this reason and a key
focus will be the women’s game and sustaining
competitive fixtures in the participation leagues.
Our competitions committee will be working
very closely with AoC Sport to ensure a high
level of fixture completion and provide solutions
to barriers preventing the playing of games.
The issues raised by colleagues at the
conference will be taken forward and the Union
will seek to use its network of regional coordinators to improve levels of communication.
I wish everyone a very successful year.

MY VALUES MY FUTURE
HAMISH MORTON

The My Values My Future resources were
developed to help colleges share rugby’s core
values in a classroom setting and to work
with their students for their future. These free
resources will develop a learner’s transferable
skills and personal values, essential to
employability, and meet the new Ofsted
criteria entitled ‘personal development,
behaviour and welfare’.
Grant Martindale, Curriculum Director at
Richmond upon Thames College, was involved
in developing the resources and has been
using them since the beginning of the year. He
said “We have used the My Values My Future
resources to programme a series of 12 sessions
for all sport and public services students. The

RFU’s core values fit with our own objectives
of helping to build futures for our students
outside their studies and to aid them in
achieving their ambitions”.
The first and last resource need to be
delivered in that order. The others resources
may be delivered in sequence but are designed
to be adaptable based on the setting and
context of their delivery. Each resource
is supported with video clips, interviews,
transcripts, newspaper reports and other
information, all of which can be accessed from
the online version of the resources.
To access the online versions please visit the
colleges pages of the England Rugby website
by clicking here.

SOLIHULL COLLEGE’S
RUGBY ACTIVATORS
JONATHAN CRITCHLOW

Solihull College have trained 26
students to be Rugby Activators,
in conjunction with their Level
2 BTEC Sport course. Sessions
were set up through the College
Sports Maker, and continued by
college lecturers and the local
RFU Community Rugby Coach.
Indoor sessions focused on
setting up and running an event,
while the outdoor sessions
targeted learning the rules of
rugby and refereeing skills. Students used
their new skills by organising a tag rugby event
for a local primary schools, working with both
the local School Sports Partnership lead and
Head Teacher. The event took place at the
local primary school, with over 50 Year 6 pupils

SEA, SAND AND TOUCH RUGBY
Chichester’s Festival
of Rugby kicked off
on the beach at West
Wittering with the
British Colleges U19
Touch Rugby event,
colleges coming
from as far afield as
Birmingham, Wales
and Milton Keynes.
Organiser, Mark
Bonar from Chichester
College, said “When I
set up the event eight years ago, it was an end
of year fun event between local schools. Word
really spread and now we get loads of colleges
travelling for hours to take part”.
Twenty four teams of eight players took part

in the national event
and, in the spirit of this
fun, inclusive event,
many hadn’t played
touch rugby, some had
never been to a beach
before. Said one coach:
“This is a fantastic,
friendly event hosted
in the true spirit of the
game. Students were
telling me how much
they enjoyed it and
were asking to come back next year”. Winners
included Worthing College, Milton Keynes
College and Sparsholts, with Collyers College
picking up the Fair Play Award.

GROWING THE GAME
CONFERENCE
MARISSA LOWE

The England Colleges RFU June conference saw more than 80 delegates attending from 40
colleges nationwide, as well as members of the Association of Colleges (AoC), National Youth
Council members and RFU staff.
Hosted at the AJ Bell Stadium, two days of workshops and presentations also came with the
chance to network, share best practice and watch some of the World Rugby U20 Championship,
including the nail biting England vs Australia game. Keynote speaker, Simon Amor, discussed
his rugby journey and talked about the lead up to the Rio Olympics. Workshops and sessions
covered themes from Rugby Safe, to competitions and rugby in the curriculum.
Paul Ryan, of St Brendan’s Sixth Form College, said “It was a really valuable, well organised
conference and very beneficial not only in the information provided, but also in giving an
opportunity to share ideas from some excellent colleges.”

joining in with six-a-side tag games. Local clubs
were there to talk to the students and primary
school pupils about playing rugby in a club
setting and the college and school now plan to
make this an annual event.
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Patrick Craig

SRFU

September 2016 marks the start of a
watershed year for rugby in higher education
with the launch of new university rugby
partnerships and the eagerly anticipated
new university league or BUCS Super Rugby
as it will be known. BT Sport have started
to show weekly highlights of BUCS Super
Rugby games as part of their Rugby Show
programme, a shop window for the game that
we have never had before. These two projects
in particular demonstrate the importance and
strength of sporting partnerships and aligned
priorities. We are delighted to continue our
work with the RFU and BUCS to provide more
rugby opportunities for more of our students
over the forthcoming season.
University rugby continues to demonstrate
what an important part we play in a player’s
development pathway. Look no further than
the sevens success in Rio. Emily Scarratt
(former Leeds Beckett University), Tom
Mitchell (Bristol University and Oxford
University) and Phil Burgess (Loughborough
University) all plied their trade in student

rugby and are now representing their country.
Josh Beaumont has gone from captaining
England Students to captaining Sale Sharks
in the Premiership. Likewise, Alex Lozowksi
has scored two tries in two games for the
dominant side in Europe, Saracens. Another
university graduate who played both BUCS
and England Student rugby.
But this is also a year to build on the catalyst
and inspiration of both the Rio Games and
England’s recent tour Down Under to ensure
we have the infrastructure in place to provide
the right playing opportunities for any student
who wishes to play rugby, either old or new
to the game. Whether it be O2 Touch, 7s,
10s or 15s through our fantastic university
programmes and great team of regional and
national RFU staff, there really is something
for everyone.
We wish you all the best for the forthcoming
season and look forward to celebrating all
your successes at our end of year awards to be
held at Twickenham on 30th March 2017 (save
the date now!).

REUBEN SIGNPOSTS RUGBY
When Reuben Mitchell
left home in the Isle of
Wight for Manchester
Metropolitan University in
Cheshire (MMUC) his local
Community Rugby Coach,
Rich Freeman, pointed him
towards Crewe & Nantwich
RUFC. Reuben turned out
regularly for the club’s
second and third teams, as well as enjoying
an unbeaten season with his university team,
gaining promotion from their league.
Reuben has been even more impressive off the
field as the University Game Finder for MMUC,
and was instrumental in recruiting 24 players for
Crewe & Nantwich, who were able to fulfil all of
their league fixtures. Four MMU players started
in the 1st and 2nd teams in the opening games
of the 2016-2017 season three weeks before the
students were due to return!
Joint training sessions see both the club and
university squads enjoy sessions under the

guidance of Andy Dudley,
Crewe & Nantwich club
coach, and Oli Buckley,
MMU men’s coach (a
former MMU student
and a current C&N
RUFC player).
Thanks to Reuben, the
MMU 5th 15, or Dabbers,
took part in a Friday
Night Under Lights Festival of Rugby that
gave at least six retired or lapsed club players
the opportunity to play again. Reuben helped
organise O2 Touch at MMUC, encouraged
six of his MMUC team mates to take part in
the community engagement programme and
supported local schools festivals.
In recognition of their outstanding
volunteering, Reuben and four of his student
colleagues were given subsidies to gain their
Level 2 Coaching Award. They will now provide
even greater assistance.

GRADUATES FORM LARGE PART OF
GB SEVENS SQUADS SAM STRICKSON
When rugby sevens made its entrance at the
Rio Olympics and became one of the most
talked about sports, many of the men’s and
women’s GB squad members either had a
university degree or were studying for one.
Balancing education and sport certainly hasn’t
stopped them becoming world-class athletes.
Tom Mitchell – University of Bristol and
Oxford University; Dan Norton and Abigail
Brown – Hartpury College; James Rodwell –
University of Birmingham; Dan Bibby, Sam
Cross, Jasmine Joyce – Cardiff Metropolitan;
Ruaridh McConnochie and Danielle Waterman
– University of Gloucestershire; Phil Burgess
and Claire Allan – Loughborough University;
Mark Robertson – Edinburgh Napier University
and Edinburgh University; Heather Fisher
– Cardiff Metropolitan and University of
Gloucestershire; Emily Scarratt and Joanne
Watmore – Leeds Beckett University; Natasha
Hunt – Hartpury College and Bath University;
Katy Mclean – University of Sunderland;
Emily Scott – Brunel University; Amy WilsonHardy – University of Bath; Alice Richardson
– St Mary’s University.
Dan Bibby was one of the stand out performers
for Team GB, scoring three tries, including an

GB SECURE SILVER IN WORLD
UNIVERSITY SEVENS
Great Britain men’s team won a silver medal at July’s
Federation Internationale du Sport Universitaire world
university sevens championship in Swansea. The three-day
tournament saw them only losing out to gold medallists,
Australia, in the dying moments of the match. GB women beat
Italy 15-10 to claim 5th place.
After finishing second in Pool A, reigning champions GB
men overcame pool B winners France to reach the final. Tries
from Loughborough’s Charles Kingham and Patrick Jenkinson
(Bath) brought a 10-7 victory over France.
In the final against Australia, GB secured an early ten-point
lead, with tries from Jenkinson and Chris Levesley (Cardiff
Metropolitan). Australia came back with three tries, two of
them converted, to go in at the break 19-10 in front. Captain
Sam Pointon (Loughborough) scored in the second half, before
James Beal (Cardiff Metropolitan) nudged GB in front (20-19).
With the buzzer gone, GB just needed to get the ball out
of play to win gold, but Australia turned the ball over from
a GB scrum and the ensuing last-gasp try gave them the
24-20 victory.

GREAT FOR STUDENTS AND CLUBS - THE STUDENT PASS
PETE MACAULAY

England Rugby set up the Student Pass
initiative last season to help relocating
university students to play 1st team rugby for
their university and a local club, as well as
their home club.
Morley RFC used the Student Pass to help
them attract local students. Scott Glynn is one
student who now plays for Morley, as well as
Leeds Beckett University, without losing his
home club (Cheshunt RFC) registration. Said
Scott, “I really enjoy club rugby and the Student

Pass gives me more opportunity to play club
rugby and interact with a wider social group. It
also helps my university rugby game.”
Honorary Secretary of Morley RFC, Dennis
Elam said “The Student Pass allows university
students to play 1st team rugby at their local
club, while continuing their allegiance to their
home team. It prevents players drifting away
from rugby through lack of playing opportunities
and is a win-win for the player and the two clubs
concerned. Scott has been a fantastic addition
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extra time match winner against Argentina in
the quarter finals. He was also part of the GB
Students team that won the World University
Championship Rugby Sevens alongside GB
captain Tom Mitchell, and fellow GB sevens
team mate Sam Cross.
Bibby said: “The university competition
provided a solid grounding for a move into the
game’s professional ranks. It is a bigger stage
now but I loved playing for the university side
and the friendships I got from that have carried
on into adult life. It might be looked on as a bit
more social, but people do make it. For anyone
who is at uni and wants that end goal, then it is
definitely achievable.”

helping us to gain promotion.”
To show it’s not just one way traffic, Morley
are looking to use the Student Pass to help one
of their players play at Camberley while he’s
away studying.
Details can be found at:
www.englandrugby.com/playerregistration
If you have any questions please contact
nickycook@rfu.com, Rugby Operations
Executive or petermacaulay@rfu.com
Universities Development Manager.

MIGHTY OAKS FROM
MINI ACORNS
Thatcham RFC was founded by a group of rugby
loving parents 35 years ago and initially operated
just for children playing mini rugby. Using local
school pitches in the early years, and enjoying
post–match entertainment at local hostelries,
they went through some challenging times
before being hosted by Newbury & Thatcham
Hockey Club, their home for the past nine years.
As both rugby and hockey grew, and with three
senior teams playing in the Southern Counties
league, mini and youth rugby flourishing, and a
successful O2 Touch side, the Thatcham Redsox,
the club decided four years ago that they needed
to put down permanent roots and build their
own clubhouse.
That’s when the hard work began. With
encouragement and advice from other Berkshire
clubs, Thatcham raised over £75,000, the Berks
RFU Trust Fund giving a real boost to the
club’s early fundraising efforts. Other grants
came from the RFU, Sport England, Greenham
Common Trust, Bernard Sunley Trust and
Englefield Trust, with a £100,000 loan from the
Rugby Football Foundation.
There was a celebratory air at the official
opening last month (September) when RFU
President, Peter Baines, cut the ribbon,
congratulating the club on their achievement,
not just in building the clubhouse but also on
getting out three senior sides, with such a small

local population and several other clubs nearby.
Players were part of the celebrations before
the afternoon’s matches, with both the first
and third 15s chalking up their first wins of the
season against Beaconsfield and Hungerford.
Former RFU President Jonathan Dance, Berks
RFU President Steve Cullen and Berkshire RFU
Council representative Dave McAteer were
there, alongside other Berkshire RFU and club
representatives and many former Thatcham
players, who were encouraged to become part
of the new Vice Presidents scheme to involve
former players and supporters in the club and its
social activities.
It was, as Club Chairman Will Sewell said, a
proud moment for him and for the club, with the
opening coming at the end of a long period of
hard work and a monumental fundraising effort
from club members, supporters and sponsors.
Club secretary, Mark Littlechild, emphasised
that the focus now was on building for the future,
growing the mini and junior sections, and using
the new building to become a real hub for the
local community.
Bob Moore, Thatcham President, thanked
everyone, both club members and the wider
rugby family and sponsors, for helping the club
to acquire their first home, to welcome everyone,
and to continue to grow rugby in the area.
More information at www.thatchamrfc.co.uk

UNIVERSITY OF
WEST LONDON
PART OF EALING
TRAILFINDERS
TEAM

MUM’S THE WORD
Crewe & Nantwich rugby club run girls’ open training sessions on Friday evenings, when students
from Manchester Metropolitan University are also invited, aiming to provide women’s and girls’
rugby across various age groups.
It has been great fun for the girls turning up, and the players have now been joined by a number of
mums, who wanted to get involved rather than just watching their daughters enjoying themselves.
Said Community Rugby Coach Julian Gilding: “The club coaches have been doing a superb job of
ensuring that it’s a really inclusive session, very welcoming to the new players, full of fun games with
loads of laughter and big smiles.”

The University of West London (UWL)
has continued their sponsorship of Ealing
Trailfinders for the club’s third season in the
Greene King IPA Championship.
The University, based in west London with
campuses in Ealing and Brentford, has renewed
their sponsorship, with the University’s logo on
the back of the player’s shorts.
Professor Anthony Woodman, Deputy Vice
Chancellor of University of West London
said, “Our on–going partnership with the club
demonstrates our commitment to the local
community, and the importance we place on
giving our students every opportunity to be
involved with local clubs. We wish Ealing
Trailfinders continued success in the Greene
King IPA Championship.”

As well as sponsoring the club, UWL
will sponsor Ealing Trailfinders player
Aled Jenkins. UWL also sponsored Ealing
Trailfinders 27–14 win over Doncaster
Knights, which Jenkins marked with a try
on his debut. The university’s sports teams
will also continue to use the facilities at
Trailfinders Sports Club.
Ealing Trailfinders Director of Rugby Ben
Ward said: “By bringing in local academic
institutions and business, we are able to
strengthen our ties throughout the London
Borough of Ealing and west London, bringing
in new support and greater interest in the
club. Ealing Trailfinders are very happy to
once again have our name partnered with a
leading modern university in London.”

NEW CHAIR
FOR IPF
John Owen MBE, having stepped down
from chairing the RFU Injured Players
Foundation Board after performing this
role since 2011, he has been succeeded by
Paul Murphy BEM, who joined the IPF’s
forerunner SPIRE in November 2007.
Both John and Paul are former Presidents
of the RFU, Paul making player welfare a key
theme of his presidential year in 2012–13,
having previously chaired the RFU Player
Safety sub–committee.
The IPF is very grateful for John’s
commitment to the charity and its clients and
glad to have someone of Paul’s standing in
the rugby community to help grow their work
in supporting and protecting players at all
levels of the game.
For more information about the work of the
IPF visit rfuipf.org.uk

Paul Murphy

John Owen
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Inspired to get involved and support the
Injured Players Foundation? Why not join
the IPF Team at one of the following events:
Virgin Money London Marathon 2017
23rd April 2017
Join the team for the world’s most iconic
marathon! Applications are now open to
join the IPF’s team of Rugby Runners for
the 2017 Virgin Money London Marathon.
In addition to making a real difference
to the lives of seriously injured rugby
players nationwide and supporting the vital
research funded by the IPF, runners will
have the opportunity to attend an exclusive
pre–race Training Day at Twickenham and
will get plenty of support to get them all the
way to the finish line.
Fundraising Pledge: £2000
Registration fee: £50

RFU STAFF CONQUER THREE PEAKS
TO SUPPORT IPF
RFU Area 4 staff, including Rugby Development
Officers and Community Rugby Coaches, are
raising money for the RFU Injured Players
Foundation throughout 2016, their biggest effort
to date, the Three Peaks Challenge. Having
already entered a sevens team in the SRG
Beach Sevens Tournament at Peterborough
RFC, where they finished as runners up in
a competitive Social Cup, and having won
Wellingborough RFC’s first Inland Beach Rugby
Tournament playing as the IPF Team, the
RFU Staff climbed Ben Nevis, Scafell Pike, and
Snowdonia in 24 hours in support of the charity.

They raised over £2,300 to support the
excellent work that the IPF carry out to support
rugby players at all levels who, while playing the
game, sustain catastrophic spinal cord injuries
and traumatic brain injuries, and to fund vital
injury prevention research to benefit everyone
playing rugby.
Said Norfolk RDO Sam Carpenter: “The
national three peaks was certainly the hardest
physical challenge that I have undertaken. We
were blessed with the weather, which did bring
its own difficulties. It’s the first time I have
climbed in Wasdale and Snowdonia without

rain, but to visit both on a clear sunny day
was unbelievable, it was even dry in Scotland!
I would like to thank all of those who have
supported us and their kind donations. As a
team we managed to raise over £2,300, for a
great cause.”
The team will continue their efforts to increase
the profile and awareness of the IPF among the
community game throughout the 16–17 season
and will be hosting curry and quiz nights at
clubs in the region, as well as taking on other
challenges to raise vital funds to support the
charity’s work. To sponsor the team visit their

Prudential Ride London–Surrey 100
30th July 2017
Dust off your lycra and pedal bike to
support the IPF at London’s most famous
cycling event. Sign–up with your club or
colleagues as part of a team, or take on the
challenge and ride as a solo rider.
Fundraising Pledge: £575 each
Registration fee: £40
To find out more or to sign–up for an event
visit www.rfuipf.org.uk/get–involved or
contact the IPF at ipf@therfu.com

Justgiving page and to learn more about the
IPF and their work, visit their website
www.rfuipf.org.uk

MAGNIFICENT SIX JOIN YOUTH COUNCIL
JENNY BOX

Last month (September) 36 candidates were
at Twickenham Stadium for the National
Youth Council selection day and put through
their paces in three sessions covering
communication skills, team work and decision
making tasks.
Six places on the team were up for grabs
and candidates demonstrated extraordinary
levels of experience and commitment to
rugby at such a young age. Ranging from 16–24
years old, the majority were already Young
Rugby Ambassadors.
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The six new Youth Council members join
the current team and collectively represent
the broad spectrum of youth rugby, including:
coaches, referees, academy players, touch rugby
players, university committee members, Spirit
of Rugby volunteers and more. Over the next
two years the Youth Council will work hard to
represent the wider Young Rugby Ambassador
network, work on projects with the RFU to
engage more young people both on and off
the pitch, and continue to be key volunteers in
their local area. They will also build valuable

experiences to help with their professional
development, including public speaking, event
planning and hosting, project management and
networking across the sporting sector.
The new members are: Rebecca Tweedy
(Brighton Spirit of Rugby, Colchester RFC),
Megan Cliff (Cardiff Met University, Chichester
RFC), Lukas Farmer (Northampton Spirit
of Rugby, Casuals RFC), Will Harwood
(Newbury RFC and Berkshire RFU), Maria
Crowfoot (Loughborough Spirit of Rugby and
Loughborough Ladies RFC) and Sam Clarkson

(Wasps Academy, Wallingford RFC).
If you would like to start your journey to
be a potential future National Youth Council
member, make sure you have signed up to the
YRA programme and are logging your hours
through the vInspired system.
To keep up to date with what the National
Youth Council get up to, follow them on Twitter
and Instagram or on Facebook for YRA and
Youth Council updates.

RISE OF RUGBY’S NEW REFEREES
JOE OGDEN

There is something particularly impressive
about Loughborough University’s current 1st
15. As well pushing for places at the top of
National One, the team’s entire back–row are
also qualified referees.
And it doesn’t stop there. Across the entire
club, Loughborough has 37 referees who are also
full–time students. The influx of new referees is
part of a push to promote match official courses
across the country at all levels.
“I’ve learned so much about the sport and
it’s helped me a great deal on the pitch. As a

rugby club we try to offer back to the local rugby
community and helping with refereeing is a
great way to do that,” says Matt Macpherson,
one of Loughborough University’s 1st 15 flankers
who is also a Level 2 qualified referee.
Macpherson and his teammates run the
university’s intra–mural rugby league, providing
referees each week to the matches between 17
different halls of residence. “I did my Level 2
course over a few weekends. There was a lot of
practical tasks as well as testing but we all learnt
so much very quickly and it helps that we all
have a love for the game” says Macpherson.
“You are commanding 30 people around the

pitch and you have to take the lead. To do that
well you need to have confidence and composure
and that’s what the course gives you.”
Jon Taylor, 50, took up refereeing for very
different reasons. Despite having never played
the sport himself, he had always been a rugby fan.
“I try to do one big challenge every year. I
cycled to Paris, I rowed 100km on the Thames
and this year I wanted to give refereeing a try,”
says Taylor, who used the RFU’s course finder
to book onto a course in Somerset. “I spent
three months obsessively learning the rules
before the course in April this year. Before you
start you don’t think much about things like

body language, whistle tone, fitness but
these are all massive things in refereeing,”
says Taylor.
“People don’t realise how physically fit you
have to be in order to be a good ref,” says
Taylor, who recently managed his first 15–a–side
match. “It’s the most enjoyable challenge I’ve
done and I can’t wait to carry on developing.”
To find out more about becoming a referee you
can see more details here and to have a look for
courses near you here.

COMMUNITY COACH CREATES COLLEGE,
CLUB AND SCHOOL SUCCESS
IT’S A WIN, WIN SITUATION SAYS CRC KAI BURNS
Four years ago some students from Myerscough College helped Community Rugby Coach Kai
Burns run some local events with feeder primary schools to Garstang Academy. That gave birth to
a more formal partnership between the RFU, Myerscough College, Garstang RUFC and Garstang
Academy a season later.
With the club wanting to revive their junior section, which had only 25 players, and Garstang
Academy the only local high school, Kai could see the sense of growing rugby in the school to
increase playing numbers in the club but had eight other clubs needing his time. The Garstang
Partnership was the ideal answer.
And, indeed, it has served everyone well. Myerscough College run an FdA Rugby Coaching
degree, and students were eager to gain experience close by. Garstang RUFC’s limited numbers of 25
covering all ages from U7s to U16s needed boosting so that youngsters got games.
Initially, the students helped to run primary school festivals both at Myerscough College and at
the club and then, with Kai’s help, began working with Garstang Academy to deliver after school
sessions and form school teams to play fixtures.
As the partnership progressed, Dan Orwin the HE tutor from Myerscough College, was essential
to its success, ensuring that students remained motivated. The Monday after school coaching at the
local high school is now built into the students’ timetable, as a must attend practical delivery module.
In return for their time, the students receive a Rugby Ready and Level 1 course in their first year,
and where appropriate a Scrum Factory and level 2 in their second year – paid for by the Garstang
club. The club also pays an RFU qualified coach, a Myerscough College graduate, to mentor the
college students’ work at Garstang Academy every week and assist their development.
The school, which became one of the RFU’s broadening reach schools, benefits from having a
group of committed coaches every week to run extra–curricular rugby for every year group, from
September through until May. The club benefits as school rugby is growing in the community
around them, and players are recruited as a result.
Over the course of the programme, the club mini–junior section has grown from the initial 25
members, to finish last season with 135 and more than that already attending this season. At least
80% of the U12–U16 members are from Garstang Academy and the club has a group of committed
volunteers ensuring the club grows its capacity on a Sunday to meet the ever increasing demand and
adding to the recruitment efforts.
The club’s financial investment in the programme has also been strategically aided by the delivery
of children’s holiday rugby camps, run by club volunteers – the club employing a Myerscough
graduate coach and current students where available. Not only have the camps acted as another
recruitment tool and experience opportunity for the students, but any profits from the camps are set
aside to fund elements of the programme such as the students CPD and qualifications.
Says Kai, “The enthusiasm of the college students and the commitment of the college itself has
certainly helped to grow the game. Students also run tag tournaments as well as delivering rugby in
Garstang Academy every week, all year, and to every year group, which I could never have done alone.
Now I simply liaise and oversee the partnership, which has also seen one Myerscough graduate employed
by the RFU to coach in CBRE All Schools, and another employed to guide and mentor college students.
“I guess you could call it a win, win situation, especially with the club junior section gaining about five
times the membership.”
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BIG DEAL
EnglandRugbyDeals turns cost savings into child’s
play, with a comprehensive range of deals which are
helping rugby clubs to save money on overheads,
utilities and consumables.
Macclesfield RUFC took part in a club savings analysis,
and have now saved £400 on the club’s Fixed Wire
Testing. Club Business Director, Jonathan Marsh, said:
“This is a big saving for us. EnglandRugbyDeals are
very, very good, provide a great service and are very
professional. We will certainly be using them again.”
This is just one example of the saving opportunities
through EnglandRugbyDeals. More than 80 clubs have
already arranged site visits and if you would like to
arrange a visit for your club, please email support@
englandrugbydeals.com or ring 01283 711551.

WHOLESALE REBATE
Don’t forget to sign up for the RFU’s Booker
Wholesale 2% Rebate Scheme. This is one of the
easiest ways rugby clubs can save money and it is paid
out twice yearly.
If your club signs up now you get an extra advantage,
with Booker back dating your rebate to September 2016.
For more info, email support@englandrugbydeals.com
or visit www.englandrugbydeals.com

FORMER COLT BACKS THE TEAM
Playing for a club’s Colts team is a great experience and
brings life skills and lasting friendships.
Good memories of playing for Old Leamingtonians Colts has
ensured a three–year sponsorship of their kit agreed by first
team stalwart and former Colt, Tim Thompson, now Head of
Sales & Strategic Partnerships Europe at DENSO, a member of
the Toyota group producing hand held terminals and bar code
scanners for real time mobile data entry.
A strong well–disciplined group of keen young rugby
players, with wins over Banbury and Old Coventrians already
under their belts this season, Old Leamingtonians Colts have
a fine record of keeping players in the game. Their current
first team includes several who were Colts last season, their
chairman Phil Eales was a Colts player on the same team
as Tim Thompson and many of their current 3rd team are
veterans who came through the system some time back.
Said Thompson: “I started playing rugby at the age of 11 and

joined the Old Leamingtonians at 15. I played Colts and 1st 15
Rugby and I genuinely believe that it made a man out of me
and forged lifelong friendships. I am really happy at being able
to put something back into the game I love and bring on the
next generation”.
Chairman Phil Eales said that this further confidence
shown by the business community in the future of the Old
Leamingtonians RFC would help to attract new players,
critically at the younger end of the age spectrum.
The club have also installed floodlights, funded in a joint
venture with the RFU, and new white plastic pitch barriers
on both the first and second pitches. The new facilities have
already been identified by the Worcester Warriors Academy
as being ideal for their training sessions in the South
Warwickshire and Solihull Schools area, and asked to use
them in a 20–week programme. The floodlit pitch will also be
available to the local community.

REMEMBER TO STAY SAFE
ON 5TH NOVEMBER
There are lots of things to consider if you are planning to
host a bonfire and firework display at your club to ensure
that the event is fun and does not end in tragedy.
PLANNING IS CRITICAL TO A GOOD EVENT
First consider whether the site is suitable and large enough
for your display, including a bonfire if you are having one.
Is there space for the fireworks to land well away from
spectators and property? What about overhead power lines,
local houses, roads and traffic routes adjacent to the site.

DO you have adequate insurance cover? If you need any
further advice on the insurance or liability implications of
your bonfire night party, then please contact Perkins Slade,
the RFU insurance broker on the RFU hotline 0121 698 8001
(or email them on rfu@perkins–slade.com) to ensure that you
have adequate public liability insurance in place. Thankfully,
for many clubs, this activity should be covered under your RFU
Liability Insurance… however it’s strongly recommended that
you speak to the RFU’s insurance broker Perkins Slade to double
check and especially if the event is expecting over 1000 people.

RFU PROGRAMME FOR CB LEADERS
The RFU’s recently launched programme, Leadership in Union,
designed and delivered by Ashridge Executive Education to help
those running Constituent Body to become the best possible
leaders, kicked off recently with a residential weekend.
This season–long personal leadership training involves a total of
three residential weekends and is designed to increase CB leaders’
confidence, and provide a broader range of capabilities. Twenty
three candidates set off on this journey.
It will challenge them to review and set goals, and help them
achieve these goals with the support of Action Learning sets and
the Virtual Ashridge online learning resource.
Said Alex Thompson, RFU Club Management & Governance
Manager: “The RFU recognise the importance of the game’s off
field Constituent Body leaders and this programme aims to unlock
their potential to make a real difference to the game. This builds
on the established RFU Leadership Academy, which continues to
develop the game’s off field club leaders.”
Those on the initial programme are:
Graham Hughes, East Midlands; Phil Mooney, Students; Becky
Davies, Staffordshire; Mick Wicks, Somerset; Paul Fountain,
Yorkshire; George McElroy and Gerald Burden, Dorset & Wilts;
Bill Nichol, Lancashire; Lou Latter, Helen Rayfield and Eddie
Keal, Middlesex; Matthew Elwell, North Midlands; Liz Capurro,
East Midlands; Pamela Clarke, Eastern Counties; Adrian Henley
and Adrian Siddorn, Gloucestershire; John Pownall and David
McGuigan, Surrey; Lawrence Fletcher, Northumberland; Andy
Kerboas, Lancashire; Simon Wakefield, Essex; Lynne Martin,
Royal Navy.
For further information on Leadership in Union or the
Leadership Academy please contact Alex Thompson,
Club Management & Governance Manager
Tel: 07894 4989756 Email: alexthompson@rfu.com
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HALF TERM FUN AT THE
NORTHERN ECHO ARENA
There’s no problem keeping the youngsters happy at half term in Darlington,
where Darlington Mowden Park have partnered with Outdoor Ambition, to
create a combined rugby skills and adventure camp at Northern Echo Arena.
There will be bush craft and ghyll scrambling, alongside the rugby, for those
aged U6 to U16. And, teaming up with Rugrats Darlington and Teesside, there
are also Rugrats camps for the four to six year olds.
Said Community Sports Officer Joanne Hennessey: “With a thriving mini and
junior section, this is a great opportunity for those already involved to improve
their skills, and a chance for those new to the game to try it out. All with
adventure training thrown in.”
To discover more visit www.mowdenpark.com

THEY’VE
STILL GOT
IT IN NORTH
YORKSHIRE
AND TEESSIDE
The North Yorkshire and Teesside Vets’ first run out of the
season saw seven teams competing, with over 110 players raring
to go. Said Rugby Development Officer, Alec Porter: “The pace
might have been a bit slower but the intensity was still the same
as when they were at their peak 20 years ago!”
There were also more than 100 spectators enjoying the rugby
and the sunshine, including a group who have titled themselves
The Last of the Summer Wine (pictured above).
Richie Young, Jon Benson and Tamara Taylor rallied clubs
from Middlesbrough, Billingham, Darlington, Mowden Park,
West Hartlepool, Ripon and Richmondshire. The event was
such a success that more are now planned, with clubs arranging
their own fixtures and a mixture of mid–week, Friday night and
weekend matches.

GROWING
RUGBY AT
LONDON
SOUTH BANK
UNIVERSITY
London South Bank University’s new rugby committee have
exceeded all expectations, starting at their Freshers Fayre with
nearly 100 sign ups, which has translated in to 37 young women
at their first training session and more than 20 for the men. All
were encouraged by fantastic welcome sessions designed to
integrate new players and build friendships.
Says Community Rugby Coach, Chris Spedding: “The way
they have been aiming to grow university rugby has been really
impressive. The games and activities used at the outset were
brainstormed at a recent Area 3 CRC coaching session set up
to share ideas. Last year the men and women attended merit
festivals, with only a handful of players, this year the men have
entered the BUCS league and the women will be at merit festivals
with at least one team.”
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FOUR LONDON
BOROUGHS IN FIRST
EVER SOMALI SEVENS
WHO WANTS A
WONDERWALL?
Win a feature wall for your clubhouse
To celebrate the launch of a Twickenham match day inspired
heritage feature wallpaper by sportingwallpaper.com,
Touchline is giving away four rolls of wallpaper (approx.
covers 17 sqm of wall) to create a club wall with a difference.
The wallpaper features match tickets and programmes,
including from the first match at Twickenham when
England played Wales in 1910, and the programme from
the centenary match 100 years later. You can also see the
100th match programme for England v Ireland, a rare
programme from England v Australia in 1958 and the
England v Argentina 1978 programme.
Available to buy at £75 per roll directly from
sportingwallpaper.com by emailing frances@
sportingwallpaper.com – 15% discount for club orders
available until 31/12/2016.
When 57 Somali players ran out Haringey Rhinos to play in
a sevens festival featuring four London boroughs, there as
a special guest was Abdul Kader Farrah, International Co–
ordinator of Sports Affairs for the Somali Ministry of Sport who
stopped off to watch on his way back from the Rio Olympics.
With 55 of the players new to rugby, this was a real high spot in
relationship building which began in 2013 with Somali community
leaders and the Darussalam Mosque in Hounslow.
Preparations and training for the festival itself kicked off last

March and watching the festival matches, together with a number
of community leaders, Abdul Kader Farrah said that he had
never seen rugby played because “in Somalia everything is about
football. Now, having experienced this wonderful sport, I am very
keen to increase the Somali population’s involvement.”
Rugby Development Officer Ty Sterry and Middlesex
Community Rugby Coaches Jack Pattinson, Tom Redfern, Rupert
Deane, Rory Greenslade–Jones and Martin Crossan, organised
this first Somali Sevens festival involving Ealing, Camden
Hammersmith & Fulham, and Haringey.
Watching were Somali community leaders from each of the
boroughs and family and friends of the players, together with
young players from Haringey Rhinos, who were fantastic hosts of
the festival and post–match celebratory meal.
Each team involved enjoyed at least one victory, with
Hammersmith & Fulham impressing throughout, and great skills
and commitment from players on every team.
With players keen to continue playing in regular festivals, and
plans for the showcase Mo Farah Friendship Trophy to be held
somewhere special next June, the excitement will continue.
Said Ty Sterry: “The Somali community never ceases to exceed
my expectations. This was a fantastic event with the values of the
sport on display throughout. It was great to see friends and family
supporting the teams and to have the rugby family at Haringey
Rhinos being such gracious hosts.”
Sahel Ali, Chairman of the Somali Rugby Development Group,
added: “The festival was a tremendous success and testament to
the hard work of volunteers and the players themselves. I very
much hope that we can build on this for the future.”

Terms & conditions: To enter send email with subject
header Sporting Wallpaper to janebarron@rfu.com with
a photo of the club house space to wallpapered by 14th
November 2016.
Four rolls of paper will be sent to the club; if required
additional rolls can be purchased from sportingwallpaper.
com at £63.75 (this includes 15% club discount). The winner
will be chosen at random by the RFU on 16 November 2016.
The wallpaper is to be hung by the winning party, hanging
instructions are on the reverse of the label of the wallpaper.
It is requested that the winner provides a photo of the final
wallpapered wall which can be used by RFU and Sporting
Wallpaper for promotional purposes. For full terms and
conditions click here.

For further information click here.
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