
Prince Harry has become the Rugby Football Union’s new Patron, 
following a Buckingham Palace announcement that Her Majesty 
The Queen will be handing over the patronage.

The Queen has been Patron of the RFU for 64 years, having held 
the role since 1952, after taking over the position from her father, 
King George VI, following his death. The Queen has attended 
numerous rugby matches at Twickenham and two Rugby World 
Cups in the United Kingdom (1991 and 1999). 

As one of her last acts as Patron, alongside Prince Philip and 
Prince Harry, The Queen last year hosted an event at Buckingham 
Palace during the 2015 Rugby World Cup. Over 400 senior officials 
from the RFU, England Rugby 2015, World Rugby, players, staff 
and volunteers working at the tournament attended.

Prince Harry has been Vice Patron of the Union since 2010. A big 

rugby fan, he regularly attends England matches at Twickenham 
and has supported the work of the RFU and its charities in that time., 
being Patron of the RFU Injured Players Foundation since January 
2010 and working in the past in support of CBRE All Schools. Prince 
Harry was also Honorary President of the 2015 Rugby World Cup.

Peter Baines, RFU President, said: “It has been a privilege and an 
honour to have The Queen as Patron of the RFU for over 60 years. 
She has been a fantastic supporter of the Union and we thank her 
for that and her contribution to the game of rugby in England.”

He added: “We welcome Prince Harry as our new Patron. He has 
been Vice Patron for a number of years already and a regular at 
England Tests at Twickenham. He has been a brilliant ambassador of 
our work in the community and our charities as well as internationally 
for the Union as President of the 2015 Rugby World Cup.” 
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Live Nation has announced that U2 will return to select 
stadiums this year with U2: The Joshua Tree Tour 2017, in 
celebration of the 30th anniversary of the band’s seminal album.

The 2017 Old Mutual Wealth Series and Cup has been confirmed 
for both the England senior men’s and women’s teams.

The senior men will play three Test matches next season at 
Twickenham Stadium against Argentina (November 11), Australia 
(November 18) and Samoa (November 25). Matches will kick off at 
2:30pm and will be broadcast live on Sky Sports HD.

Both Argentina and Australia were beaten by Eddie Jones’ side 
as part of this season’s four–game autumn series. England won all 
four matches and finished the year unbeaten.

An England XV will also take on the Barbarians in the Old 
Mutual Wealth Cup at Twickenham on May 28th. The match will 
take place the day after the Premiership final and before England 
fly to Argentina for a two–Test series in June. 

England Head Coach Eddie Jones said: “This season’s Old 
Mutual Wealth Series was fantastic for England and we had 
brilliant support from 82,000 fans every week.

“These blocks of matches are an important step in our 
preparations for the 2019 Rugby World Cup in Japan and we 
look forward to playing in the 2017 series against three tough 
opponents in Argentina, Australia and Samoa.”

England Women will play three fixtures against Canada, 
finishing the series at Twickenham Stadium on November 25 
at the conclusion of the men’s game against Samoa. Dates and 
venues for the opening two games are still to be confirmed.

The recent Old Mutual Series saw sell–out crowds at 
Twickenham Stadium for the men and record numbers attending 
the women’s fixtures. The near 4,000 fans who watched the Red 
Roses match against the Black Ferns at the Twickenham Stoop was 
a stadium record for a women’s match.

England Women’s captain Sarah Hunter, World Rugby’s 
Women’s Player of the Year 2016 said: “This season, through the 
support of Old Mutual Wealth, we enjoyed a truly world–class 
autumn series. It has helped provide great preparation as we build 
towards the 2017 Women’s World Cup and set a marker for all 
there is still to do to be the best in the world.

“It was great to have record numbers of fans for home women’s 
Continued on page 2

games, and we look forward to building on that next year as 
women’s rugby in this country continues to grow.”

Paul Feeney, Chief Executive, Old Mutual Wealth, said: “This 
year’s Series was a huge success and we are delighted to announce 
the details of next year’s Old Mutual Wealth Cup and the Old 
Mutual Wealth Series fixtures. This is an incredibly exciting time 
for England Rugby and we are proud to support them as we look 
ahead to what will be a series of thrilling fixtures.” 

Old Mutual Wealth’s support of England Rugby extends from 
the men’s and women’s elite game to the grassroots through Old 
Mutual Wealth Kids First – England Rugby’s approach to rugby 
for 6–13 year–olds. It gives children the opportunity to prosper by 
fostering an environment for having fun, learning and building 
confidence. 

Tickets for the Old Mutual Wealth Cup fixture in May against 
the Barbarians are available from £5 for children and £25 for adults 
via englandrugby.com/tickets

https://www.eticketing.co.uk/rfu
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Corinne Winwood, Keith McGuinness and Michael Spence received 
British Empire Medals (BEM) in the New Year’s Honours List.

Following 26 years of service to Braintree Rugby Club, Corinne 
Winwood, BEM was awarded the honour for services to youth 
rugby in Essex.The 66 year old from Witham is currently youth 
and mini section chairman at the club, having helped to start the 
now–flourishing youth section. She was key in setting up their 
youth academy and the driving force, alongside husband Barrie, 
behind Braintree being awarded the RFU’s Whole Club Seal of 
Approval in 2010.

Corrinne Winwood said: “It’s a huge honour. I was very 
emotional when I opened it and got the news, because you don’t 
do things like this for reward. I always tell people I don’t play 
rugby, I just make sure it can be played. We do have a really lovely 
club and it’s great to have been involved all this time and to have 
played a role in the development of the youngsters.”

Keith McGuinness, BEM from Marlow, Buckinghamshire has 
been awarded his honour for services to rugby and charity.

The former fullback and fly half was vice captain of London  
Irish and also played rugby in Kenya. He featured in East African 
select sides against the Springboks and the British and Irish 
Lions. He continued playing well into his 60s, latterly with Old 
Grammarians RFC.

McGuinness has served Old Grammarians RFC both on and off 
the field for more than 35 years. He is the club’s longest serving 
President, having initially taken the helm in 1976 until 1979 before 
resuming it in 1980. He is passionate about Tottenham, where he 
grew up, and bringing young people from the area into the club.

He said: “I was greatly honoured and surprised when I heard 
the news and my thoughts went back to my humble roots in 
Tottenham. I have always enjoyed my rugby whether playing 
or working behind the scenes at a wonderful club like Old 
Grammarians RFC.

RUGBY REPRESENTED IN 
NEW YEAR HONOURS

“We had a fantastic grammar school in Tottenham to which I 
owe a great deal and the club always had a great connection with 
it. We are in great shape as a club and have a flourishing youth 
section now with so many committed parents. I am very proud to 
have played a role in making it a wonderful club.”

Michael Spence also received a BEM for services to Education 
and Disability Sport. Spence from Berkeley, Gloucester is Trustee 
of Great Britain Wheelchair Rugby and has worked as a Teaching 
Assistant and lately Governor at Manorbrook Primary School.

Joanna Manning–Cooper, RFU Digital, Marketing and 
Communications Director was awarded an MBE for Services to 
Sport, recognising her significant contribution throughout her 
career. She was the Chair of the Government’s Expert Working 
Group on football supporter ownership and engagement, leading 
a group including representatives from the FA, Premier League, 
Football League, National League, Supporters Direct, the Football 
Supporters Federation, DCMS and four football Supporters Trusts, 
including Portsmouth Supporters Trust of which she is a member. 

This was done on a voluntary basis and she wrote the final 
report, submitted to Government in January 2016, containing 
recommendations to improve the relationships between football 
clubs and football fans, and provide new opportunities for 
supporters’ involvement in football.

Joanna joined the RFU in May 2016, following ten years in senior 
sports roles. She was Communications and Marketing Director at 
England Rugby 2015 for three years and prior to that, Head of PR 
and Media for LOCOG, organisers of the 2012 Olympic Games 
and Paralympic Games in London.

The RFU is always looking to nominate people from the rugby 
family for National Honours. If you’d like to understand more 
about this process or would like to put someone forward please 
contact VincentThorne@RFU.com

The 2017 fixtures for the National Football League’s (NFL) 
London games have been confirmed with two set to take place 
at Twickenham Stadium next autumn. 

Following the success of the NFL’s inaugural game at 
Twickenham on 23 October 2016 – which saw the Los Angeles Rams 
take on the New York Giants – two regular season games will be 
held at the home of England Rugby on 22 and 29 October 2017:
• Minnesota Vikings at Cleveland Browns (22 or 29 October)
• Arizona Cardinals at Los Angeles Rams (22 or 29 October)

The game times and dates will be finalized in conjunction with 
the revealing of the full 2017 NFL schedule next spring.

Commenting on next year’s fixtures, RFU Chief Executive, 
Ian Ritchie, said: “Hosting the NFL at Twickenham for the first 
time this year was a huge success and provided us with a great 
opportunity to showcase the stadium as the adaptable and 
world–class venue that it is. We are very much looking forward 
to welcoming the NFL and its new and returning fans back to 
Twickenham in 2017.”

“We are looking forward to a London season that will once 
more feature many firsts, including three new teams,” said 
Alistair Kirkwood, Managing Director of NFL UK. “It means our 
fans have the chance to watch star players such as Baltimore’s 
Super Bowl–winning quarterback, Joe Flacco, and one of the 
greatest wide receivers in NFL history in Larry Fitzgerald of 
the Cardinals. Having one of the most famous fan groups in 
the NFL, Cleveland’s Dawg Pound, sharing Twickenham with 
our UK fans is going to be a lot of fun, and we are excited to be 
welcoming home London’s own Jay Ajayi, the Dolphins’ leading 
running back, when his team comes to Wembley.” 

The tour hits Europe with a show at Twickenham Stadium on 
8th July – the only venue in the UK selected to host the Tour.

Each show on the tour will include a performance of The 
Joshua Tree in its entirety, with support in the UK and Europe 
from special guest Noel Gallagher’s High Flying Birds, with 
Noel saying, “It will be both a pleasure and an honour to play 
my part in what still remains the greatest show on earth.”

Released to universal acclaim on March 9th 1987 and 
featuring hit singles “With Or Without You”,“I Still Haven’t 
Found What I’m Looking For” and “Where The Streets  
Have No Name”, The Joshua Tree went to number one in 
the U.K, Ireland and around the world, selling in excess of 25 
million albums.

Commenting ahead of the tour, Bono said: “Recently I 
listened back to The Joshua Tree for the first time in nearly 
30 years… it’s quite an opera. A lot of emotions which feel 
strangely current, love, loss, broken dreams, seeking oblivion, 
polarisation… all the greats… I’ve sung some of these songs a 
lot… but never all of them. I’m up for it, if our audience is as 
excited as we are… it’s gonna be a great night.”

Ian Ritchie, Chief Executive, Rugby Football Union added: 
“We are delighted that U2 have chosen Twickenham to host 
their only UK tour date this year.

“Staging such a prestigious event will showcase Twickenham 
as the versatile and award–winning venue that it is, and we 
look forward to welcoming U2 and their fans here in July.”

Tickets for the U2: 
The Joshua Tree Tour 2017 on sale Monday, January 16th 
in Ireland, the UK and Europe and Tuesday, January 17th in 
the US and Canada, with an exclusive priority presale for U2 
Subscribers at U2.com from Wednesday, January 11th (9am)  
to Friday, January 13th (5pm) local times.

For complete tour and ticket information, visit www.u2.com 
& www.livenation.com

mailto:VincentThorne%40RFU.com?subject=
http://U2.com
http://www.u2.com
http://www.livenation.com
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NEW HEAD OF 
PROFESSIONAL  
COACH DEVELOPMENT

Martin Corry and Phil De Glanville have joined the RFU Council, 
Corry joining as a National Member replacing Richard Hill who 
recently took up the position of England Team Manager under 
Eddie Jones. De Glanville replaces Jonathan Webb as Student 
representative, Webb having relinquished this role, having 
joined the RFU Board. They are among a number of retired 
internationals on the Council, including Rugby World Cup 
winners Jason Leonard and Maggie Alphonsi.

As a back row forward, Martin Corry won 64 caps for his country 
between 1997 and 2007, including 19 as captain. He was a member 
of the 2003 Rugby World Cup winning squad and the team that 
reached the final t four years later.

Corry won seven caps as a British and Irish Lion on the 2001 and 
2005 tours of Australia and New Zealand. He won six Premiership 
titles and two European Cups with Leicester Tigers from 1997 to 
2009 and was captain of the club for four years.

Since retiring as a player in 2009, hhas balanced a career as a 
senior technology sales director with corporate, motivational and 
ambassadorial roles. He sat on an advisory board for Premiership 
Rugby working on anti–doping programmes and was a member 
of the UK Anti–Doping Athlete Committee. He now helps coach 
the under 10s at Market Harborough RFC while still being actively 
involved in his old club, Tunbridge Wells RFC.

Gordon Lord is to join the Rugby RFU as Head of Professional 
Coach Development. Taking up the position in April 2017, he 
will be responsible for implementing a coaching development 
and education programme designed to identify and support 
a succession of world–class coaches in order to create future 
world–class players for England. 

Reporting to Dean Ryan, the RFU’s Head of International 
Player Development, the scope of Lord’s role will see him 
support, stretch and challenge the performance of professional 
coaches working with England teams, Premiership and 
Championship clubs and academies.

Lord joins from the England and Wales Cricket Board (ECB) 
where he has worked for over 25 years, first as a National Coach 
and then most recently as Head of Elite Coach Development.

In his current role, which he has held since 2006, Lord has 
been responsible for the development and leadership of the 
ECB elite coach development strategy and of a new game–wide 
coach development strategy.

He also leads delivery of level three and four coaching and 
the personal development and succession plans for all elite–
coaching roles at the ECB.

Outside of cricket, Lord is a non–executive director at 
England Squash, Patron of the Fellowship of Elite Coaches and 
on the advisory board of Manchester Metropolitan University 
for the Masters in Sporting Directorship.

Commenting on the appointment Dean Ryan said: “Gordon 
is well–regarded throughout sport for his work developing 
coaches and has proven experience in effective coaching 
processes and mentoring coaches at an elite level. He has built 
an outstanding elite coach development programme in cricket 
and we look forward to welcoming him to the RFU in April.”

Lord, 55, added: “I’m delighted to be joining at such an exciting 
time for England rugby. This new challenge offers the chance for 
me to help enhance the coaching culture in English rugby and 
build on an established coach development programme.”

GARETH MILLS

CHARLOTTE HARWOOD

FORMER ENGLAND CAPTAINS 
JOIN RFU COUNCIL 

NatWest RugbyForce’s 2017 campaign marks the programme’s 
fifth year. 

NatWest RugbyForce, A partnership between England Rugby 
and NatWest, NatWest RugbyForce is designed by experts to offer 
grassroots clubs across the country a wealth of advice and support 
to ensure that they thrive as sustainable businesses. 

The 2016 campaign was a huge success with over 600 clubs across 
England taking part in the NatWest RugbyForce DIY weekend.

NATWEST RUGBYFORCE
RETURNS FOR 2017

EARLY REGISTRATION
It pays to sign up early for NatWest RugbyForce with 200 
clubs that register before Sunday, 5 February receiving 
support packages of £500 as well as the opportunity to attend 
one of the NatWest RugbyForce workshops.

This year up to 70 clubs will also be invited to raise funds 
via a crowdfunding programme with NatWest RugbyForce 
contributing up to £750 as a booster towards the project  
and campaign. 

There will also be 60 pitch maintenance packages including a 
visit from Twickenham’s Head Groundsman Keith Kent, or one 
of his team of pitch advisors as well as a grant of £2,000. 

To find out more about the other benefits of registering early 
click here.

Clubs that don’t register by the February deadline will still 
have access to a NatWest RugbyForce support toolkit and are 
encouraged to participate in the NatWest RugbyForce weekend.

Corry said: “My involvement with England Rugby stretches back 
over two decades. I came through the junior rugby club system 
with Tunbridge Wells and what’s great is that I’m still involved 
with both the professional game as well as grassroots rugby. It’s 
something that is close to my heart. I’m really proud to be joining 
the RFU Council. It’s something that is really special for me and a 
way of giving back to the game.”

Phil De Glanville started his rugby career at Durham University, 
going on to represent England at u21 level before joining Bath 
Rugby in 1989. He captained the West Country side to a league 
and cup double in 1996, representing them 189 times over 12 years.

He made his England debut off the bench against the 
Springboks in 1992, and would face them again during the first 
tour to South Africa after apartheid, where he played in both Tests. 
In 1996 coach Jack Rowell appointed him captain and three years 
later, he featured in the 1999 Rugby World Cup, notably in the pool 
game against New Zealand, winning a total of 38 England caps.

“I’m delighted to be joining the RFU Council,” said De Glanville. 
“Rugby has been a significant part of my life both personally and 
professionally for 20 years, and I’m hopeful that I will be able to 
share that experience for the benefit of others.”

The former centre became Hartpury College Director of Elite 
Sport in 2012 and was a member of the South West’s Rugby World 
Cup 2015 legacy board.

http://www.englandrugby.com/governance/club-support/natwest-rugbyforce/
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England Rugby has launched a new home for the nation’s 
most passionate rugby supporters, following a transformation 
of the Union’s CRM platform. 

The England Rugby Club has been created following 
extensive research among past and present members of the 
England Rugby Supporters Club to discover what fans want 
from a membership programme. 

Thanks to their feedback, the England Rugby Club will now 
provide improved access to tickets, without the need for a ballot, 
and will make it easier for members to watch England  
at Twickenham. 

For those who want to get closer to the action, social 
members can upgrade to England Rugby Club’s First XV, 
providing access to exclusive pre–sale ticket windows, 
including for RBS 6 Nations tickets, via the Official England 
Rugby Ticketing Site, as well as a 10% discount at the Rugby 
Store. Membership upgrades are available for just £25. Those 
already signed up to the England Rugby Supporters Club will 
automatically become a member of the First XV.

The new membership programme is part of the RFU’s 
ongoing improvements across its CRM platform, which has 
seen significant strategic investment over the past 18–months, 
following the 2015 Rugby World Cup. 

“England Rugby Club has been a key project for us, aimed 
at deepening our fan engagement, and improving our digital 
experience” said RFU Marketing, Communications and Digital 
Director Joanna Manning–Cooper.

“Understanding our supporters is crucial for us and our 
developments across CRM have enabled us to create a single 
view of the customer, which is a powerful tool. As we continue 
on the journey to transform our CRM platform, we will be in a 
much stronger position to provide our supporters with relevant 
content and bring them closer to England Rugby.”

For more information, visit www.englandrugbyclub.co.uk
**Ticket prices may vary between ticket categories. Tickets subject to 
availability and normal RFU Ticket T&Cs apply. Service fees apply.

When Dax Aiken signed Henley Hawks minis and juniors up to the 
Old Mutual Wealth Kids First Pledge, he was looking for ways to 
bring this to life for the children, parents, and coaches. Part of this 
was breaking down the barriers between various age groups and he 
organised the inaugural Minis & Juniors Lunch and Art Competition.

Some 200 children and parents were there, with the youngsters 
working on their entries for the weeks prior to the event and 
aiming to show what the teamwork, respect, enjoyment, discipline 
and sportsmanship TREDS values mean to them. They put their 
own spin on it all and winning entries will now be posters with 
pride of place in the clubhouse.

Said Dax: “We want to grow and diversify our player base and 
are particularly keen to bring in children for whom rugby may not 
seem the natural first choice and to bring a focus on encouraging 
girls to both start and stay as rugby players across the age groups. 

Reg Clark, Rhino Rugby’s Chief Executive, was recently 
presented with a Foreign Minister’s Commendation Award from 
the Japanese government for services to Japan–UK relations. 

Presented at the Embassy by the Japanese Ambassador, the 
award was made with specific reference to the game of rugby. 
Reg has had a lifetime involvement with Japan – first going there 

ENHANCED 
CRM PLATFORM 
HELPS BRING 
SUPPORTERS 
CLOSER

HENLEY’S 
SPIN PASS

RHINO RUGBY’S CEO AWARDED 
JAPANESE HONOUR

as an 18 year old with the Oxford University team, and 
playing there for Kobe Steel. However, the award centred 
on his activities in recent years in running the annual 
memorial rugby games in memory of his great friend 
Ambassador Katsuhiko Oku, who was tragically killed in 
Iraq in 2003.

We have implemented TREDS standards for 
coaches to help deliver an excellent experience 
that puts children right at the heart of what we 
do and ultimately to put sport and rugby right at 
the heart of our community.”

Maybe your club could run something similar 
on a particularly wintry Sunday morning when 
playing is impossible and help the kids to 
connect with rugby’s fantastic five.

http://www.englandrugbyclub.co.uk
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At the heart of changes to Age Grade Rugby are the wants and 
needs of all young people, with player enjoyment central to 
keeping more enjoying the sport for longer and into their adult 
years. The programme is based on a player centred approach 
which is development driven, with a supporting competition offer 
and follows a four–year review of the U7 to U18 game.

Last month (December) the RFU Council endorsed the timetable to 
fully implement changes to Age Grade Rugby from the 2017–18 season. 

The changes, introduced from September 2016, are to the rules 
of play, competitive menu, playing calendar, player pathway 
and regulations. Full compliance at all levels is developing and 
for those in transition, for the remainder of the 2016–17 season, 
support will be given.

The Age Grade Rugby changes are however, part of the RFU 
Regulations and, as with all the Union’s Regulations, carry the 
threat of disciplinary action for non compliance.

For the 2017–18 season onwards, full transition to the Age Grade 

AGE GRADE RUGBY FROM THE 
2017/18 SEASON 

changes and regulations will be the drive, ensuring that across 
the country the Age Grade game is player–centred, development–
driven and competition–supported.

The recently released 2017/18 Age Grade Playing Calendar 
provides a balanced and consistent national framework for male 
and female players at Under 18 and younger. It is especially 
helpful for players involved in more than one rugby environment. 
Organisers in CBs, CSUs and Academies will now work together 
to insert timings and format of local competition, representative 
rugby and pathway activity by the end of January 2017. 

After this is signed off by the RFU, they will release the local 
calendar and facilitate/engineer dialogue between clubs, schools, 
colleges, Academies and representative rugby personnel, as well 
as players and parents, to agree a balanced playing programme 
based on the needs and motivations of the young player. 

Council also backed the introduction early in 2017 of a national 
advisory group to represent the views of the Age Grade game in 

clubs. This will provide a channel from our clubs and Constituent 
Bodies to help shape the future of Age Grade rugby alongside 
education institutions. 

“The changes to the Age Grade game have, in general, rolled 
out well.” said Mark Saltmarsh Head of Education Development 
”with excellent examples of implementation across clubs, 
schools, colleges, CBs, the representative rugby programme 
and Academies. As with all change, some significant challenges 
remain which we continue to address in a genuine transition to 
the new regulations which exist for the enjoyment and welfare of 
our young players.”

To further support the full implementation of Age Grade 
Rugby, enhanced guidance and FAQs will be provided. 

These will follow in future Game Communications and  
on www.englandrugby.com/agegraderugby

MEETING YOUNG PLAYERS’ NEEDS

http://www.englandrugby.com/my-rugby/players/age-grade-rugby/
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THE RFU’S FULL TIME MATCH 
OFFICIALS’ BUSY AUTUMN
The RFU’s professional match officials were hard 
at work throughout November, with 24 referee 
or assistant referee Test match appointments, a 
couple of Maori All Blacks matches to officiate, 
and fourth and fifth official commitments. Add to 
this eight TMO appointments and eight referee 
and assistant referee commitments for the RFU’s 
female officials, as well as TMO commitments 
at two women’s Tests, and it’s clear the team has 
been working flat out. It’s an onerous role but 
they have their own specialist support to ensure 
that they perform at the top of their game.

 Alex Reid is their strength and conditioning 
coach and says: “The physical demands  
required for the modern day match official 
requires some respect. 

“These athletes are covering between 7–8 
kilometres in a match, at an average heart rate 
of around 80% of their maximum, completing 
multi–directional, high intensity intermittent 
bursts of physical exertion, with changes in 
speed from zero to over 20km/hr. 

“This, alongside real time decision making, 
communication with the players, the other match 
officials and TMO creates a requirement of 
physical preparedness, resilience and robustness.

“To be the best, they need to train hard and 
the programme in place at the RFU is perceived 
to be an example of ‘gold standard’ globally 
across other Unions. Our full time professionals 
commit to seven hours of specific conditioning 

have a problem if they have a pre–match habit 
or superstition but “We try to tie down how the 
things they do before the game impacts on their 
performance and to help them use that time and 
energy to be the best when they are out there.”

And referees can get match nerves too. “Some 
nervousness may aid their performance but 
routines can help them get in the right emotional 
state to perform at their best. What affects them? 
A number of factors, the magnitude of the game, 
whether it’s on TV, if there’s been an incident 
with a particular team historically.”

And communication needs to be right, not just 
with the players but also with the team of four. 
“The referee needs an awareness of who he is 
working with, the preferred communication style 
of the other guys, their different personalities , 
basically he is the leader of that team.”

On decision making he works alongside the 
technical coaches. “I’ll sit in with the coach 
and referee when they are reviewing decisions, 
whether decisions were good or not and how 
to harvest the good stuff. Some are highly 
experienced and decision making is more 
consistent so the challenge is to accelerate that 
experience with the younger referees.”

“We are not looking for everyone to be the 
same, to create robotic referees, they need to 
be their authentic selves,” says Chris. “We are 
looking at what best practice is but also how that 
fits with their particular personality and style.”

at Twickenham on a Monday and Tuesday 
each week. This commitment to a healthy 
body, demanding physical work and resultant 
preparedness transfers, along with excellent 
technical knowledge, to an impressive presence 
on the pitch. 

“Although a referee may be on their own in the 
middle of the park, what we try to create with 
training is a healthy team environment, a culture 
where each individual has a goal, and helps push 
and inspire each other to work hard and reach their 
goals. If training is uncomfortable and physically 
challenging, then it makes the games easy. 

“They will lift heavy loads, place demands 
greater than 90% of their maximum heart rate 
upon their bodies, combine that with speed work, 
control and stability work, balance work, agility 
and reactive work, in addition to recovery, good 
nutrition and hydration. 

“The game has developed and is quicker and 
more demanding for the players, and the match 
officials have had to move with the times and 
have become faster, quicker and stronger too!”

 Chris Bodman gives psychological support 
to England’s full–time professional match 
officials. He says that, while working with 
them on systems and structures to help their 
communication and decision making, their own 
personalities are a critical part of the picture.

Pre–performance routines are as important 
to the referee as to the players. Chris doesn’t 
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Millfield Prep School are mightily pleased with the impact of 
Age Grade Rugby, having introduced it with their Under eight to 
U11 age groups a couple of years ago.

Says Head of Rugby Marc Gardiner: “A successful rugby and 
sports programme is about so much more than winning and the 
development of young players’ skills has been evident in their 
progression to the senior age groups. 

“We firmly believe that allowing all of our pupils to play 
regularly and enjoy a wide range of sport, including rugby, is 
extremely important. Thanks to Age Grade Rugby, we are seeing 
more confident players who are not afraid to experiment and try 
out new things on the pitch. Embracing mistakes is paramount in 
our philosophy, facilitating this growth mind-set both on and off 

AGE GRADE RUGBY RATES HIGHLY AT MILLFIELD PREP 

the pitch and is an essential element of the pathway to success. 
“Players are encouraged to take more control over their own 

learning and development, they are given an opportunity to 
reflect on their individual and team performance to develop 
decision making and self-evaluation, fundamental skills on and 
off the playing field. 

“Gradually introducing skills at each age group has allowed 
players to spend more time on developing the key elements 
of the game. Players have time to assess their own technique 
and with guidance, adapt this to become safer and technically 
more proficient.”

And not only have the school been impressed with Age Grade 
Rugby but the parents are impressed too. 

“Parents have supported the longer-term view of developing 
rugby players, through the development of skills and enjoyment 
of the game, rather than purely judging success on whether a team 
has won a match,” says Gardiner.

As for the pupils, Year 7 player, Sam explains: “Every game I am 
shattered because we don’t have to stop and kick at posts or stand 
in the lineout, we score loads more tries.”

It all links to rugby’s core values and the competitive learning 
environment at the school.

SCHOOL TOURS TO 
HOME NATIONS
All schools going on tour to home nations are reminded of 
the need to complete an application for permission to tour as 
required by World Rugby.

 For further information please visit:  
http://www.englandrugby.com/governance/game-
support/rugby-tours/ 



Last year more than 340 teachers were 
involved in ERFSU teacher development 
days, which focused on a combination of 
player safety and coach development. 

These were very popular but feedback 
suggests a need to reduce travel time 
involved and so two more dates are added 
to the programme this year. The content 
will again provide a variety of insight, safety 
information and development ideas for 
teachers to implement whatever the standard 
of rugby played within their school. 

Andrew Wilesmith Chair ERFSU Rugby 
Development Committee said “These days 
offer schools an excellent insight and CPD 

opportunity for the development of their 
rugby programmes. They are also great for 
networking with other local schools in a 
really supportive learning environment.”

The high quality content delivered 
by the RFU’s leading experts in the 
field of coach development and player 
safety is offered to ERFSU member 
schools at minimal cost. Venues will 
include: Newcastle, Durham, Stockport, 
Hampshire, London, Cambridge, Kent and 
Gloucester. For more information and to 
be added to the information distribution 
list please email schools@therfu.com
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A Happy New Year to all.
We enjoyed a competitive Champions Final 
at the Allianz Stadium in December, when 
Tonbridge School were this year’s victors. 
Both they and Bedford played some great 
rugby. Later this term we look forward to our 
Schools’ Day.

This season has seen the introduction of many 
changes to Age Grade Rugby and early reports 
have shown that these have been favourably 
received. Often plans need tweaking so we are 
keen to receive any constructive feedback on 
anything that is not working so smoothly.

Player safety and safeguarding are areas we 
have always taken seriously but they enjoy 
greater prominence and inspection in recent 
months, and not just in our sport. We will 
continue to examine ways in which we can keep 
the game enjoyable and safe.

In clubs and schools, while some coaches 
are remunerated, both they and the countless 
volunteers who invariably go that extra mile to 
ensure training and matches take place and young 
players are well supported are due a huge thank you. 

I know I often pass on thanks but it is heartfelt 
and it needs repeating.

Nigel Orton
CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE

Follow us:
@EngRugbySchools
@RFU_Schools

Last year Prior Park Prep, who run 50+ 
rugby teams, opened their Saturday 
morning training to the local 
community for taster rugby sessions 
and have supported Cricklade RFC 
in setting up a junior section. The 
club uses the school’s facilities and 
coaching staff and the rewarding joint 
venture has been well supported by 
the Constituent Body.

Dave Wookey of Dorset & Wilts has 
been offering advice and reporting 
back on an enjoyable visit to Cricklade 
RFC who now run two Saturday 
sessions for children of different 
ages. The sessions are well organised 
and, most importantly, fun and led 
by a local sports coach supported by 
Cricklade RFC Chairman and Head of 
Boys’ Games at Prior Park Prep. 

Head of Boy’s Games at Prior, James 
Barton, said, “I’m really delighted that 
our school has been able to support 
grassroots sport and offer the children 
of Cricklade RFC, and the surrounding 
area, the opportunity to play rugby. 
The club’s U8s played in our tag 
festival for schools in the surrounding 
area with great success. The parents 
have been delighted with the provision 
offered and the progress the children 
have made”. 

SCHOOL HELPS COMMUNITY 
AND LOCAL CLUB

DEVELOPING 
NICELY

TRANSITION OF PLAYERS TO LOCAL CLUBS
Transition of players through age groups, school, college and university and into 
community clubs is an extremely important element in keeping them in the game. 

Rob Cook, Director of Rugby Giggleswick School says:”We try to build 
relationships with local club coaches and parents which allow us to support out 
of school activities, while managing the amount of rugby our young players are 
playing. To have this local connection supports the players, and ensures that the top 
two principles of Age Grade Rugby – player centred and development driven – are 
key to their development.

“Our pupils relish the opportunity of playing against classmates and 
experiencing the values that epitomise rugby union. They love playing a physical 
game and then enjoying a chat and laugh with friends afterwards. This carries on 
into school and ensures that they have the opportunity to experience both a club 
and school rugby environment.”

Cook believes that managing the amount of rugby pupils play is a challenge. “This 
is something we try to ensure we manage within the school with the players, parents 
and the club as pupils attempt to balance life, school, club and representative rugby, 
especially heading towards their important exams.”

Chris Marklew – Chairman of Mini & Juniors at nearby North Ribblesdale RUFC 
said: “The players we recruit who also play rugby in local schools add real backbone 
to teams. Coming to North Ribblesdale RUFC gives them an opportunity to develop 
as players while they are still at school and hopefully beyond. The aim is for players 
to make long lasting friendships and continue their enjoyment of rugby at the club 
right up into the senior teams.”

Giggleswick School pupils representing 4 different clubs are from left to right, 
Harry Cook (North Ribblesdale), Ramsey Smith (Ilkley), Joshua Fry (Wharfedale) 
Peter Moffat (Ilkley) and Sid Holden (Skipton).

NEW 
ERFSU 
WEBSITE
Keep up to date with all schools rugby news 
through the new ERFSU website:  
www.englandrugby-schools.com 

As well as news stories you’ll also find 
information to support rugby development 
in your school, how to access international 
tickets and your local county schools union’s 
contact details.

JOIN 
THE 
PARTY 
If you have tickets for the RBS 6 Nations 
England v Scotland on 11 March 2017 at 
Twickenham, please join us for a drink 
and a bite to eat, we’ll send you further 
information shortly. This event is for 
educational establishments only and 
numbers are restricted so it will be first 
come, first served.
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Martin Tucker
ECRFU CHAIRMAN

It has been a very busy term for everyone 
and it’s encouraging to see the number of 
competitive fixtures being played across 
the country. ECRFU’s aim this year is to 
grow the women’s game in colleges, with a 
number of festivals planned to encourage 
potential players to receive some coaching 
and experience competitive play. The recent 
success of the England Women’s side in the 
Old Mutual Wealth Series will hopefully act as 
a catalyst for growth, and our congratulations 
go out to the significant number of former 
college students who have now broken into the 
full senior squad.

ECRFU recently launched a participation 
grant scheme to help colleges overcome some of 
the financial barriers preventing participation. 
Small grants are available to support claims for 
assistance with transport, coaching or facility 
hire. For details contact Colleges@theRFU.com. 
The Resources Committee has already received 
some very worthy applications and we hope 
to support as many as possible. To date we 
have had nine applications for grant funding 

which range across London, The East and West 
Midlands, South West and North East. We have 
redirected one of the applications to alternative 
sources of funding directly through the RFU to 
enable their development to take place. It is our 
aim to provide financial support of up to £500 
for each of these projects at the start of the new 
academic term in the New Year.

The competitive leagues have been well 
supported this year and ECRFU is meeting 
regularly with members of AoC Sport to monitor 
the completion of fixtures and also develop the 
guidelines for the full implementation of the Age 
Grade Review within the colleges sector. This 
group is also very keen to increase awareness 
of the resources available to support colleagues 
when dealing with player safety and welfare. The 
HEADCASE resources were very well received 
at our summer conference and I encourage 
everyone to access this information as it can 
provide excellent additional evidence for the 
delivery of many of the areas contained within 
Vocational Sports delivery.

MARK GOODMAN
Broughton Park Junior Colts started 
the season with only nine players. Then 
Xaverian College and Loreto College stepped 
in, promoting rugby during Fresher’s Fairs 
and with targeted delivery work.

More and more boys became interested 
and several college v club training games 
took place, with buses transporting college 

students to the club to ensure good numbers. 
Xaverian College and Loreto College have 
had six students each transition to club 
rugby, boosting numbers for Broughton 
Park’s Junior Colts. With new players 
arriving, some lapsed players have returned 
to play regularly and the squad continues to 
grow from strength to strength. 

BROUGHTON PARK COLTS GROW 
THANKS TO COLLEGES

CLUB AND COLLEGE 
JOIN FORCES
ADAM CORCORRAN 
Central College Nottingham’s Rangers 
rugby team joined forces with local club side 
Nottingham Moderns to play a floodlit game 
against Welbeck Sixth Form Defence College. 

The idea was to allow players from both Moderns 
and The Rangers to experience a high standard 
match under floodlights and to build on the strong 
club-college link that exists. It was also hoped to 
encourage more college players to get involved 
withModerns as club and college whole heartedly 
support England Rugby’s desire to see players 
transition, during the ages of 16 to 24, into club rugby. 

Players from the three environment enjoyed 
the post-match hospitality provided by Moderns, 

mixing together, swapping stories and enjoying 
the camaraderie.

Central College’s Director of Rugby Roy Reeve 
said: “It was a fantastic match with a lot of skill 
demonstrated. It’s great that The Rangers get 
exposed to this type of rugby and I hope that 
some of the players decide to come down to 
Moderns and train with the guys here. Rugby 
can’t afford to lose players and that is one of the 
very important reasons that we put on games 
like this.”

New players attended training sessions with 
Moderns in the following weeks and thanks to the 
event’s success, another similar game is planned. 

ESSEX FESTIVALS HELP 
PLAYER TRANSITION
HAMISH MORTON 
In Essex, colleges have been turning up in numbers to play in festivals hosted by local clubs 
and organised by RFU staff Richard Hope, Matt Watts and Adrian Boyce. The clubs have been 
targeted to recruit players aged 16-19 years and each relies on key volunteers to ensure all the 
students have the chance to transition from college to club rugby. 

Ilford Wanderers RFC hosted a very successful 7s festival with an emphasis on every player 
enjoying competitive rugby. The festival was refereed by Community Rugby Coaches who 
helped to ensure that each match was a good experience for all and reduced miss-matches. Ilford 
Wanderers RFC is one of the rugby clubs targeted for Under 17 player recruitment this season 
and has seen an increase in playing numbers thanks to these festivals. 

Said Rugby Development Officer Richard Hope: “Redbridge College brought seven players 
to the Ilford Wanderers who all had a brilliant time and six now train regularly for the club and 
played their first match recently.”
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Phil Attwell
CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE

It has been an exciting autumn for the 
student game. The BUCS Super-Rugby 
programme is now fully up and running, and 
the quality on display is top notch; audiences 
for the live streaming are growing, and 
discussion is in hand to explore how we can 
develop the concept in future years. 

Plans are at an advanced stage to shape 
our annual student rugby conference, so 
look out for this announcement soon into 
the New Year. England Students fixtures are 
now set for 2 April (at Oxford University vs. 
Ireland) and 7 April (at Bristol University vs 
France) and these games will, as ever provide 
a pinnacle for aspiring elite players within the 
student game. 

Jonathan Webb has recently stepped down 
as one of our representatives on Council, 
and the announcement of his replacement 
is imminent. We are now working in earnest 
on our strategy for the next 4 years, and a 
key pillar of this work is around what the 
SRFU can do to support the delivery of 
rugby within institutions – so please help 
us gather feedback on this issue when the 
time comes. We want to make sure that we 
use the resources provided by the RFU to 
greatest effect. 

Finally, we look forward to welcoming as 
many of you as possible to the University 
finals at Twickenham on 30 March – put it in 
your diary.

STUDENT FINALS DAY AND STUDENT 
RUGBY AWARDS SAM STRICKSON 
On the 30th March 2017, The SRFU will be 
hosting a development forum and their annual 
Student Rugby Awards lunch at Twickenham on 
the day of the BUCS Rugby Union Finals. The 
Awards will consist of a sit down meal in the 
Spirit of Rugby and celebrate those who help 
make student rugby a success at every level.

The awards you can nominate candidates for: 

University Staff Member of the Year, Student 
Referee of the Year, Student Coach of the Year, 
Volunteer of the Year, Male and Female Player 
of the Year, Men’s and Women’s Team of the 
Year and Vaughan Parry Williams Award for 
Overall Contribution to the Student Game

Nominations and sign-ups for the development 
forum open this month, more information soon.

University of Exeter students Tom Lawday 
and Jack Owlett represented Exeter Chiefs in 
their Anglo-Welsh Cup fixture over Cardiff 
Blues when Exeter secured a convincing 62-25 
victory in front of a crowd of nearly 10,000 at 
Sandy Park. The match featured a try from Tom 
and a senior debut for Jack. 

Said Jack: “It was a fantastic experience. The 
atmosphere was unbelievable and the event was 
great to be part of.”

Both players progressed into the Chiefs ranks 
via full pre-season and weekly training with 
the main Chiefs squad. They manage this in 
conjunction with full-time academic studies at 
university, where they receive a comprehensive 
high performance support package as part of 
their sports scholarship.

State-of-the art training facilities, expert 
coaching, physiotherapy, strength and 
conditioning, sports science services and video 
analysis are all included in the scheme.

Jack said: “My scholarship allowed me to 
be away for long periods last year and still 
manage to maintain my work-sport balance. It 
has also allowed me to develop as a player with 
all the support structures such as the Athlete 
Development Centre.”

BUCS SUPER RUGBY PLAYERS IN 
ANGLO-WELSH CUP

Both players represent University of Exeter 
Men’s 1st XV, current British Universities & 
Colleges Sport (BUCS) Champions. This year, 
the team are competing in the brand new BUCS 
Super Rugby format, comprising the eight best 
men’s university rugby union teams across 
England and Wales.

Craig Townsend, High Performance Manager, 
said: “Jack and Tom’s involvement in the Chief’s 
1st team for the Anglo-Welsh Cup will benefit 
their own individual development massively and 
transferring their skills developed brings added 
benefits to the university 1st team in BUCS 
Super Rugby.”

For more information on high performance 
sport at the university, please visit:  
http://sport.exeter.ac.uk/studentsport/
performancesport/

SKILLS AND DRILLS FROM 
WORLD CUP WINNER
STEVE CURTIS 
More than 90 women played when York 
St John University hosted their Yorkshire 
-wide development festival, with the home 
players joined by those from York, Sheffield, 
Huddersfield and Leeds Universities. Coaching 
alongside RFU Community Rugby Coaches 
was England World Cup winner Matt Dawson, 
who assisted them in the drills and offered 

valuable advice regarding the up and coming 
BUCS season. Thanks to the event and skills 
gained all have continued to play and support 
the growth of new teams at each university. 
Matt Dawson said “I was impressed at the 
development of the women’s game and how 
positive it was to see so many women enjoying 
the sport at grassroots level.”

ST MARY’S GROW TEAMS
TY STERRY 
St Mary’s University’s close partnership with the RFU local delivery team has resulted in huge 
numbers signing up and the university averaging 90 players at weekly training. Having grown 
two teams in the past two seasons, they now have a fourth team attending the local university 
merit festivals organised by the local University Development Officers. These festivals are 
open to all London universities depending on the venue and are run fortnightly at local rugby 
clubs across the capital.

The university has also linked with Wasps, London Welsh and Harlequins Amateurs through 
the clubs adopting a group of 25 players and committingto providing a minimum of seven 
fixtures outside of the league dates. This has allowed St Mary’s students to experience and enjoy 
club rugby aiding their transition into their club. The feedback from the club and students has 
been overwhelmingly positive. 
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SEAFORD COLLEGE 
INAUGURAL SEVENS 
FESTIVAL 

ROYAL NAVY U23S RETAIN INTER 
SERVICES TITLE

Seaford College, in West Sussex, are hosting 
their first U18 Rugby Sevens Festival on 29th 
January, to fit with the Age Grade Rugby playing 
calendar. The event is one of the first in the 7s 
season and has generated real interest from 
successful XV teams looking to branch out into 
this fast and exciting form of rugby. Headmaster 
John Green, former Saracens and England U21 
player, is looking forward to the event and says, 
“This will be a great opportunity for the players 
to get into sevens, which is becoming a very 
popular sport among schools nationwide.”

The RN U23s edged past the RAF, winning 10 – 0 in the final round 
of the Inter Services (IS) Competition to cap an impressive and 
challenging season where they took on some well–established 
sides en route to lifting the trophy on a bitterly cold evening at 
Burnaby Road, home of United Services Portsmouth RFC.

A successful start to the season saw the Navy side beat a 
Hampshire RFU U20 side at Havant RFC after having only come 
together for a couple of days previously. The win was even more 
telling in the build up to the IS title as Hampshire had beaten the 
Army U23s at Aldershot. Next followed Havant themselves in the 
guise of a strong ‘A’ team. Taking them to the wire, the U23s fought 
hard to be within in a point when Havant, in the final five minutes 
showed their experience to score a converted try.

Cambridge University came next and the students took a 2 
point win back to their colleges, a case of ‘oh so close!’ The trip 
down to the west–country showed the gulf between amateur and 
professional rugby as the Navy side were schooled by a very 
professional Exeter Chiefs Academy. Unable to match them for 
fitness, the U23s lost out 43–15 but drew some comfort from their 
overall performance. 

Two close games followed with the Navy side losing by 7 
and 2 to London Scottish Academy and Dorset and Wilts U20 
respectively. In the final game before the IS matches the U23s took 

Sixteen schools are taking part with four 
groups, each fighting for the top spot in the 
group to contest for the Seaford Cup, with further 
bowl, shield and vase competitions for the 
2nd,3rd & 4th placed teams respectively. 

Tthere will be plenty of interest in the 
performances of Champions Trophy Finalists, 
Bedford School as well as Haileybury, Dulwich 
and Epsom College who have all had impressive 
XV–a–side seasons. With a guaranteed five 
games for each team it promises to be a  
great event.

on Ealing Trailfinders’ Academy and were winning until the final 
kick of the game resulted in a penalty conversion, 22–22.

So to the crux of the season with the Army v RN first. In 
Aldershot the Army boys fought back to within two points but this 
time it was the Navy who held onto the win. In the second round 
the RAF took on the Army in a messy affair: the result 18–18. The 
implications meant for the RAF to win the IS title they had to beat 
the RN by 3 points and all the Navy had to do was draw (much like 
the Senior XV at Twickenham in May).

In a scrappy affair, with both sides fixed on the result rather than 
how they were going to get there, the Navy just before half time 
scored a converted try taking a 7–0 lead into the changing room. 
Opting to kick to touch from penalties, the Navy was unable to 
convert. Finally deciding to go for the simple points and with a 
further three points in the bag the RN held out against an RAF 
side that had a much improved second half.

The Navy captain, Rory Penfold, received the Inter Services 
Trophy from RNRU President Admiral Sir Philip Jones, retaining 
the title for the first time in their history.

Using in excess of 40 players during the season shows what 
a wealth of talent the RN has across the age group. The usual 
selection problems arose as players were spread across the breadth 
of the UK while others were unable to be released from their 

operational units. Following the successful season a number of the 
players will have cast their names into the hat for selection for the 
Senior XV who themselves will look to retain the IS title with the 
final round against the Army at Twickenham on the 29 April 2017.

Please visit www.navyrugbyunion.co.uk and follow us on 
twitter @RNRugby and facebook Royal Navy Rugby Union for 
more information.

Images by RNRU © John Walton

Sale Sharks, under their new CorpAcq &  
Morson ownership, have been boosting their 
Academy Department.

Brendan Thomas has been appointed Academy 
Manager, with more than 15 years coaching 
experience across the game, from junior to adult, 
school to club ,and development to performance.

Former Academy Manager Ray Unsworth will 
act as an Academy Consultant, working part–
time to help the club push on to the next level.

GROWING SHARKS 
NORTH WEST POOL 

Last month (December) at Rugby Europe’s General Assembly in 
Paris, Middlesex RFU Council member Rob Udwin was re–elected 
onto the Board and also became a Vice President of the organisation.

This is the first election to take place since the governance 
review which saw a streamlined governance structure put in place 
with a Board comprised of the President and 16 members. The 
Board now includes four co–opted positions (Treasurer, General 

ROB UDWIN BECOMES 
RUGBY EUROPE VICE 
PRESIDENT

A new Academy Management Group,  
chaired by Fran Cotton, has responsibility for 
achieving the club’s goal of 75% of the first 
team coming from the North West by 2020. 
The Academy has also secured the services of 
Warren Spragg as Strength and Conditioning 
Lead Coach, Noel Speed as Junior Academy 
Manager, Kate Bennetta as Academy 
Administrator, and Simon Ogdon as Academy 
Coach Development Officer.

Secretary and Deputy General Secretary) as well as four elected 
Vice Presidents.

In his role as Vice President, Udwin will work closely with 
Octavian Morariu, who was re–elected as President, to deliver the 
new Strategic Plan and promote rugby across Europe. He will also 
continue to chair the Development, Age Grade and Competitions 
Commission and sit on the Sevens and Commercial Commissions.

http://www.navyrugbyunion.co.uk
https://twitter.com/RNRugby
https://www.facebook.com/RoyalNavyRugbyUnion/
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A RIGHT ROYAL 
PERFORMANCE FROM 
LANCASHIRE’S LOWER 
LEAGUE CLUBS

Lancashire’s decision to give players from level 
five and below in the rugby league structure the 
opportunity to achieve representative honours 
paid off with a victory over a strong Anti 
Assassins invitation side.

It was the new Lancashire Royals’ first game 
in front of a 300–strong crowd at Preston 
Grasshoppers and Fylde interest centred of the 
AA’s side where Ollie Brennand started at fly 
half before reverting to the wing. Hooker Tom 
Burtonwood alo played a cameo role at centre. 
Greg Nichols played at scrum half and Adam 
Lewis, Karl Capstick and Matt Garrod were 
among the rolling subs.

In the county side ex Fylde players Curtis 
Strong and Marc Maher either scored or had a 
hand in the scores

Lancashire president Tom Fitzgerald said 
afterwards:”The whole thing was positive . It was 
no exhibition match and there were players out 
there who had something to prove. They may not 
be operating in the national leagues but there 
was determination and talent on show which 
justified our decision to form the Royals.”

“There was a good crowd with plenty of 

LANCASHIRE ROYALS 20
ANTI ASSASSINS 12

support for the Royals players from their families 
and their home clubs. It all revealed what talent 
and support there is from the grass roots clubs in 
the Lancashire area.”

Lancashire broke the early deadlock with a try 
from Bolton right winger Rhys Pritchard. The 
Anti Assassins, who featured some National 
League One players, came back strongly in the 
second half and scored two catch and drive 
tries. Wharfedale’s Josh Burridge got the first 
and Macclesfield’s Ian Taylor scored the second 
.Liam Reeve secured one conversion.

A penalty by Connor Matthews ( Wigan) kept 
Lancashire in touch and good hands from the 
county’s backs saw Rossendale winger Curtis Strong 
crash over for a try which Matthews converted.

The Anti Assassins launched a series of 
counter attacks from inside their own half. Three 
times prolific try scorer Ollie Brennand appeared 
to have the Lancashire line at his mercy but 
the Fylde speedster was twice brought down by 
impressive Rossendale centre George Peel and 
then mishandled at the try line.

Lancashire left it until the last five minutes to 
seal victory. They called a text book backs move 
from a scrum, with five players handling before 
West Park’s Danny Green outpaced his marker to 
score in the corner.

SCARLETT ENJOYS THINKING 
ON HER FEET AS A REFEREE

Student Scarlett Cooper–Wall had played 
rugby since the age of six but having, as a 
20–year–old front row, sustained two ACL 
ruptures, faced two seasons out of the game.

Now, a 22, she is enjoying refereeing  
with the Loughborough University  
Referees Society.

“To stay involved I volunteered to coach 
the new BUCS second 15 at Loughborough 
University. Organising training and fixtures 
gave me a new appreciation for the sport’s 
officials and managers, not as simple as turning 
up and putting your boots on as a player!

“Once given the opportunity to complete 
my Level 2 refereeing course at the university 
I jumped at it, to experience what being a 
referee involves and to give something back 
to the university and sport in general. I like 
being part of any rugby match, meeting the 
players, seeing a match being played. It’s great 
to have a run around on a rugby pitch too. I 
hope to continue with as much refereeing as 
possible so I get to travel to different places.

“A new Referee Society has been created  
at Loughborough University to mainly 
focus on the fixtures between the Halls 
of Residence for players not involved in 
the Athletic Union club, giving them the 
opportunity to play competitively. 

“Refereeing has helped my knowledge and 
understanding of the game and improved 
my confidence through talking and working 
with men playing the sport. Being in the 
position where you must think on your feet 
and deal with unexpected and sometimes 
difficult situations, I have been able to take 
this confidence into playing, coaching and 
general life.”
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BRINGING HOME 
THE HAM 

MP HELPS NORTHALLERTON 
CELEBRATE SUCCESS

Old Golden Prague Veteran Rugby Events is inviting vets 
players to the eighth Old–Prague Ham International Rugby 
Veteran Games from June 9–11 in Prague, Czech Republic.

Kicking off with a welcome party on the Friday evening, with 
matches and an an after party on the Saturday, and optional 
trips on the Sunday, the event is for players of 35 and over and 
for the Platinmum category 50 and over.

With a limited number of teams, early booking is advised. 
The deadline for applications is March 1st. There’s the Old–
Prague Ham for the winners, prizes for every team and three 
night accommodation in three and four–star hotels. 

More information and registration via: prague-ham@estec.cz

Richmond (Yorks) MP Rishi Sunak recently 
presented the new club accreditation certificates 
to Northallerton RUFC. Since completing their 
first accreditation as an adults only club they 
have created a mini section, which now has 
more than 70 young players regularly involved, 
as well as gaining new floodlights and improved 
social spaces, thanks to RFU funding.

Club chairman Bob Baker said: “RFU 
accreditation is the gold standard all clubs 
should aspire to and we are delighted to have 
satisfied the demanding criteria to make the 
grade. The club has upped its game in recent 
years and we now have up to 100 youngsters 
involved which is great news for the future.”

Mr Sunak said: “This is clearly a very well–run 
club with ambitious plans. I was delighted to 
present the certificate marking the accreditation 
and to meet many of the club’s senior members 
and players.”

After the presentation and buffet lunch, the 
club’s first 15 rounded off the day with a 14–5 
defeat of their local rivals Wensleydale.

BASILDON GIRLS BRIGHTEN 
CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS 
Girls from Basildon Rugby Club’s U13, U15 and U18s went to 
Basildon Hospital before Christmas to hand out presents to all 
the children who had to stay in hospital during the festive season. 
Having bought the gifts themselves, the girls gave them to 
children, from newborn babies to 16 year olds, and were given an 

explanation of hospital care meeting the children’s needs by the 
doctors and the nursing team. Ayla Curtis, the U18s captain said 
it was a fantastic experience which all the girls really enjoyed, 
“especially when we saw the children playing with the toys and 
gifts and knew it meant so much to them.”

mailto:prague-ham%40estec.cz?subject=Old%20Golden%20Prague%20Veteran%20Rugby%20Events
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HILL ON BISHOP WORDSWORTH’S CLASS OF ‘91

Richard Hill remembers the match clearly even if it was some 
25 years ago when he was a fledgling flanker stepping out on 
the path to England glory. The match in question was the first 
national schools final, when Bishop Wordsworth’s of Salisbury 
lost 4–3 to King Edward VI of Stratford. A quarter of a century 
later Hill’s old school were once more prominent in the under–18s 
section of this season’s NatWest Schools Cup.

Bishop’s reached their first quarter–final since Hill’s team 
were runners up and faced The Judd School from Tonbridge, on 
Wednesday 18 January, as Touchline went to press, for a place in 
the semi–finals against champions Bromsgrove on 4 March.

Hill is a regular visitor to the school and is also helping the 
Salisbury junior club, for whom he played in his youth days, 
in a fund raising campaign. As a Cup veteran, including the 
triumphant World Cup campaign of 2003, he has some succinct 
advice for all teams left in this national competition which 
embraces the under–15 and under–18 age groups.

“You must enjoy it if you are a player or coach,” he said. “The 
games may become more serious as the competition progresses 
but players have to enjoy their rugby. I remember my school teams 
and the experience of playing together and developing as a team.”

Hill is an advocate for getting the basics right. “Don’t over 
complicate things. Don’t do something you haven’t done before. You 
don’t have to pull rabbits out of the hat all the time,” he explained.

His own experience of the schools cup ended in the Twickenham 
final in 1991, played alongside the county championship final 
between Cornwall and Yorkshire. That match – which Cornwall 
won 29–20 after extra time – attracted a capacity crowd then 
of 56,000. “It was great to play at Twickenham as none of our 
team had played there before,” he added. “It was an incredible 
experience to be involved. We loved it. The Cup run put us on a 
different level of playing and it pulled us all together.”

However, Hill grimaces at the memory of the final result. A 4–3 
defeat in the days when a try was worth four points.

“It remains a tragic scoreline, a 4–3 defeat in the days when a try 
was worth four points. We played well enough to win but sadly we 

did not take our opportunities. That’s the story of the game. We 
were a rugby–playing school but not necessarily really renowned 
as one of the top schools. We played most of that season as the 
underdogs. We beat RGS High Wycombe in the last 16 who were 
inspired by a certain Matt Dawson. 

“In the quarter–finals, we played Exeter College who had a very 
strong pack and again we were meant to lose. However, we won 
a match in which we did not win a scrum but managed some 
incredible defence against a pack who included Darren Crompton, 
the former Bath prop.

“That took us up to the old Castlecroft schools centre for the 
semi–finals and we managed to beat Reigate Grammar School who 
also fancied their chances against us. So we eventually went into 
the final as favourites on the biggest stage of all.

“King Edward used the motivation of being underdogs like 
we had done in earlier rounds and played very well. They were 
inspired and we were not able to take our chances. They scored in 
the corner and, I reckon, if the match had had a video referee we 
might have seen a different outcome.”

Some 25 years on the two teams held a reunion last April, the two 
current teams playing a friendly at Saracens’ Allianz Park which 
Bishop Wordsworth’s won . Another link to the two eras is Bishop 
Wordsworth’s captain Cadan Murley whose father played in the 
Cup final team alongside Hill.

“I’ve got some great memories and I hope the present team will 
have the same of this Cup run in years to come,” added Hill.

For the latest NatWest Schools Cup fixtures and results
click here.

LEICESTERSHIRE 
LAUNCH NEW 
WEBSITE
The Leicestershire Rugby Union has launched 
a brand new website, providing a fantastic 
array of information for rugby in the county, 
from finding local clubs, to newsletter 
subscription and competition entry forms.

Led by Dean Toon, LRU Website Co–
Ordinator and Age Grade Rugby Chair, 
assisted by David Bonser, Senior Competition 
Secretary, a great deal of research was carried 
out with Leicestershire clubs and in looking at 
other CB websites.

The intention is for the website to grow as 
clubs become more involved and content is 
added, making it the ideal destination for 
anyone interested in rugby in Leicestershire.

Currently fully responsive information for all 
devices includes:
• Find a club – enter a postcode and how you 

want to be involved, and the geolocator 
brings up nearest clubs.

• News & Events – regular news items and 
events calendar to syncronise calendars and 
avoid missing any events, and instant sharing 
of items of interest on social media. 

• County competitions and leagues – up to date 
results from senior sides around the county

• Newsletter subscription for monthly e–news 
• Online forms, with all competition entry 

forms online
Visit leicestershirerugbyunion.co.uk

BRISTOL REFS IN ROMANIA
Two Bristol Referees Society members enjoyed 
an exchange of a different kind when they visited 
Romania to referee in the Romanian Rugby 
Federation’s Kings Cup and an under–18 match.

Philip Cheek refereed the Kings Cup game 
between CS Dinamo Bucharesti and CS 
Politechni Lasi at the Dinamo Bucharesti 
Stadium, while Richard Hall took charge of the 
CNAV vs RC Grivita Under–18s clash.

The exchange provided Cheek and Hall with 
a great opportunity to experience rugby in a 
different country and it was the first time either  
of them had been overseas to take charge of a 
rugby match.

Cheek said: “It was the first time that a foreign 
referee had officiated at either a Super Liga or 
Kings Cup match. All the teams were comfortable 
with the verbal instructions being in English. I 
had expected much more forward–dominated 
games with problems at the scrum, but we only 

had one reset scrum throughout my game and 
both sides played some expansive rugby. The 
games were played in a hard but fair manner and 
the teams were respectful of the officiating.

“After the matches there were the usual de–
briefs from officials and coaches, but no club 
house for players or spectators to retire to like 
here in England, so both sides showered, packed 
up and headed home!”

The under–18 match was held at RC Rivita, 
once a famous club with a magnificent stadium 
that had previously hosted Munster and the 
All Blacks. The game was played in a spirited 
fashion, with CNAV winning comfortably 24–5. 

The Bristol Referees Society set up the 
exchange with George Bargaunas from the 
Romanian Rugby Federation and they are now 
very much looking forward to hosting their 
Romanian counterparts when they visit England 
later this season.

http://www.englandrugby.com/club–competitions/natwest–schools–cup/fixtures–and–results/
http://leicestershirerugbyunion.co.uk
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GREAT CLUB TRAINING 
VENUES FOR ENGLAND 
WOMEN’S FORWARDS 
As England Women prepare for the Women’s Rugby World Cup in 
Ireland in August 2017, Castleford RUFC are playing a part in the 
preparations. On 12 separate days during January to April 2017 
they will host some of the England Women, who will use the club 
as a training base for their forwards living in the north of England. 

Matt Ferguson, England Women’s XV’s Assistant Coach said 
“We are determined that we prepare fully for the defence of 
the World Cup and when discussing our plans our forwards 
wanted to meet regularly to train as a unit and we are happy that 
Castleford RUFC can help us. It goes beyond the club’s accessible 
location as we want our players to be able to prepare in a homely, 
welcoming and comfortable environment and Castleford fits the 
bill completely. All the players started their rugby careers at grass 
root rugby clubs and it will remind them of the hard work that 
they have put in to get to where they are and ground them for the 
intense effort that will be required in the months ahead.”

Steve Ball, Girls’ and Women’s Rugby Lead at Castleford RUFC 
said: “This is a great honour and there will be no better proof of 
the player pathway provided nowadays for girls by the RFU than 
the Red Roses using our own club. It will help us promote our 
new initiative to establish a women’s team and welcome the offer 
by Matt and the England Women players to hold open training 
sessions and will be working with local schools to generate interest 
in the sessions for their pupils and promote rugby in our area.“ 

The England Women’s southern–based forwards southern will be 
training at the same time at Basingstoke RFC.

The north group includes: Tamara Taylor, Zoe Aldcroft, Abbie 
Scott, Laura Keates, Justine Lucas, Harriet Millar Mills, Amy 
Cokayne and Emily Braund.

The south group includes: Sarah Hunter, Marlie Packer, Izzy 
Noel Smith, Poppy Cleall, Sarah Bern, Vickii Cornborough, Vicky 
Fleetwood, Alex Matthews and Rocky Clark.

SEASON TO BE JOLLY FOR ENGLAND SEVENS
On a double record–breaking weekend in December, England 
Sevens lifted the cup in Cape Town, beating the hosts South 
Africa in the final 19–17.

Taking to the field for his 71st tournament, James Rodwell 
became England’s most capped player while Dan Norton also 
broke a Ben Gollings’ record to become the nation’s highest try 
scorer with a total of 223.

Extra time was required to progress past Fiji in the quarters–
finals, with Norton providing a sublime individual effort to claim 
the golden points, before five tries were scored by the squad in 
their 33–14 semi–final victory over Scotland.

Head Coach Simon Amor said: “When the players came out of 
the tunnel for that final, the atmosphere was amazine, the crowd 
incredible, and then, with the chance to sing the national anthem, 
they were buzzing and excited to play in that environment. It 
spurred them on to deliver the best performance they could. They 
really embraced the huge challenge and pressure.”

With a third place finish in the opening round in Dubai, England 

EMMA KENNEDY are currently second in the HSBC World Rugby Sevens Series and 
head to Wellington at the end of this month (January).

The Cape Town trophy was the third piece of silverware won 
by the England Sevens programme this season. The England 
Sevens Academy won the Singapore Cricket Club sevens at the 
end of November and then, under the banner of The Royals, were 
victorious in the Dubai international invitational tournament, 
beating South Africa’s development squad in the final, 19–7.

Amor added: “It’s a fantastic start to the season for England 
Sevens but what you don’t see is all the work that has gone in 
behind the scenes by the players and the management team – 
everyone coming together and working incredibly hard. 

“There is a lot that has gone in over the last four to five months 
to get to this point. We are in a good place and with this level of 
commitment, and without too many bumps and bruises, we should 
be able to carry it on going forward.”

Once both England Sevens squads were back in the country 
 they enjoyed visiting West Middlesex Hospital to deliver 
Christmas gifts and spend time with children, the elderly and staff 
on the wards.
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THE RUGBY FOOTBALL UNION WOULD LIKE TO THANK 
THE FOLLOWING WHO GENEROUSLY SUPPORT THE GAME

As the major honour of the Mitsubishi Motors Volunteer Recognition Programme, a number of 
valued volunteers were nominated by their Constituent Bodies for their outstanding contribution 
to rugby and were Twickenham VIPs at the Old Mutual Wealth Series matches.

They received a behind–the–scenes tour of the stadium before having lunch with the RFU 
President in the Spirit of Rugby hospitality suite before watching England take on their opponents 
on the pitch. The experience culminated with guests being invited to dinner with the RFU 
President at the post–match function as a thank you for their hard work and dedication to the game.

They included: Hertforshire RFU and Hitchin REFC’s Peter Tasko, Dorset & Wiltshire RFU and 
Westbury RFC’s Peter Earney, Warwickshire RFU and Barkers Butts RFC’s Stan Matthews, Surrey 
RFU and Farnham RFC’s Steve Tomlinson, Middlesex RFU and Old Old Isleworthians RFC’s Andy 
Brooks, Yorkshire RFU and Middlesbrough RFC’s Keith Bircham, Army RFU’s Major Pete Scott, 
Berkshire RFU and Aldermaston RFC’s Rebecca Evans, Cheshire RFU and Wallasey RUFC’s John 
Burton, Eastern Counties RFU and Mistley RFC’s Shelagh and David Tate, East Midlands RFU and 
Thorney RFC’s Louis DePlancke, Leicestershire RFU and South Leicester RFC’s Henri Ginvert , 
Sussex RFU and Eastbourne RFC’s Roger Edmondson, Devon RFU and Newton Abbot RFC’s Sarah 
Brooks, Gloucestershire RFU, Clifton RFC and Bristol Combination’s Norman (Sandy) Mitchell, 
Staffordshire RFU’s Elfyn Pugh, Oxfordshire RFU and Didcot RFC’s Paul Costello, Essex RFU and 
Brentwood RFC’s John Smeaton, Oxford University’s Tom Hamilton and RAFRU’s Group Captain 
Roger Simon.

MITSUBISHI MOTORS 
VOLUNTEER 
RECOGNITION 
PROGRAMME 

10th January 2017: England Rugby and Mitsubishi Motors UK have today launched the  
Mitsubishi Motors Volunteer of the Year Awards, forming an integral part of the Volunteer 
Recognition Programme.

The new programme provides opportunities to recognise and reward the volunteers who make 
up an integral part of the game. There is a selection of exclusive rewards available; from unbeatable 
match day hospitality to money–can’t–buy experiences, including watching the England team train.

 Club members, players and supporters are now able to nominate a volunteer who has made a real 
difference in their community. Nominated volunteers will get the chance to attend one of 42 local 
events being held at Mitsubishi Motors Dealerships across England, where exclusive prizes will be 
awarded. One Volunteer of the Year finalist will be nominated from each of the 42 events and invited 
to attend the awards dinner at Twickenham stadium in September. The three overall winners will be 
announced and will receive a Mitsubishi vehicle for a year.

 Lance Bradley, Managing Director of Mitsubishi Motors UK, said: “We are very proud to show 
our appreciation for the time and effort volunteers put in to making their clubs a home. From the kit 
washers to the line painters, the game we love wouldn’t be the same without them. We are thrilled to 
be creating more opportunities to thank them for all they do.”

 Steve Grainger, Rugby Development Director, England Rugby, added: “Rugby union has a long 
and proud tradition of thanking the volunteers who give so much to the game. Encouraging these 
traditions at clubs and Constituent Bodies helps to maintain the ethos of the sport, which is why we 
are delighted to be launching the Mitsubishi Motors Volunteer Recognition Programme.

 “We look forward to rewarding the many volunteers who are recognised through this programme 
and hope that it also inspires more people to become volunteers.”

 The Volunteer Recognition Programme builds on Mitsubishi Motors partnership with England 
Rugby, supporting the game from grassroots level all the way up to the elite squad. As Official 
Performance Partner, Mitsubishi Motors will also be supporting the next generation of England players, 
as principal partner and front–of–shirt sponsor of the England U20s, U18s, and the elite player pathway.

Nominations for the Mitsubishi Motors Volunteer Awards are open until mid–day Monday 20th 

Unsung heroes can be nominated for Mitsubishi 
Motors Volunteer of the Year Award

February 2017. To find out more information about the Mitsubishi Motors Volunteer Recognition 
Programme or to nominate a volunteer from your club, please visit www.englandrugby.com/
mitsubishivolunteers

NEW TEAMS 
ENJOY GREAT 
CHARITY MATCH 
A recent charity rugby game at Bridgwater & 
Albion RFC between EDF Energy’s Hinkley 
Point C Barbarians Team and a Tigers side 
made up from the project’s contractors, helped 
to raise more than £11,000 for the company’s 
charity partner, Breast Cancer Now. 

The Tigers won the game 35–10 in front of a 200 
strong crowd, in an entertaining match refereed 
by Nick Heath of Somerset Referees Society. 

With Hinkley Point C the UK’s first new 
nuclear power station to be built in a generation, 
bringing more than 25,000 job opportunities to 
Somerset, RFU Community Rugby Coach, Chris 
Hurd, has been supporting weekly coaching 
sessions at Bridgwater College for people 
working on the project.

With some new to the game, returning players, 
and some playing for the first time since school, all 
have been enjoying the Wednesday night sessions. 

Said Hurd: “Many of the workers are men 
over the age of 18 and we wanted to provide an 
opportunity for them to both get involved in 
rugby and integrate into the local community. 

“When the guys first turned up to training we had 
a complete mix of abilities but, after eight training 
sessions, they are starting to resemble a team. 
We’ve had around 20+ players coming each week, 
with one even joining local club, North Pertherton 
RFC, which is what this project is all about.” 

Due to demand, two teams have now been 
created, one consisting of EDF Energy 
employees and the other made up from 
contractors (Kier Bam JV, Costain, Skanska and 
Groundforce Shorco). Both teams use local rugby 
facilities including Morganians RFC, Bridgwater 
and Albion RFC, Bridgwater College and North 
Petherton RFC for their training sessions.

“My ambition is to coordinate up to five games 
a year, made up with other contractors on site, and 

with the aim of also competing against local rugby 
clubs in an annual event. Our long term target is to 
transition our players to local clubs,” said Hurd.

Player and coach of Tier 1 Barbarians, Bryan 
Webb, of Groundforce Shorco, said “Over the past 
12 weeks we have seen a range of players training, 
many with little or no recent experience and so it 
was the chance for us to go back to basics. 

“We managed to get a game against North 
Petherton RFC’s 3rd/Vets team in preparation for 
the charity match and the boys were absolutely 
buzzing after it. It was absolutely fantastic to be 
a part of it and the atmosphere afterwards was 
fantastic, with the old fashioned rugby club vibe 
of singing and celebrating with the opposition. 
I can’t wait for next year and potentially more 
fixtures for the boys.”

Now it’s hoped that players will join local 
clubs and as the training sessions are promoted 
among the new employees a new team may be 
created for the local area. 

To find rugby opportunities in your area, go to 
www.findrugby.com

CHARLOTTE HARWOOD
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