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RUGBY WORLD CUP DRIVES HIGHEST EVER RFU 
TURNOVER AND RECORD INVESTMENT IN THE GAME

The recently published Rugby Football Union’s Annual Report 
& Accounts, show an exceptional year and the positive financial 
impact of hosting Rugby World Cup 2015.

The past year saw the highest turnover in the RFU’s history, and 
record investment in rugby, with profit for rugby investment of 
£102.3m topping £100m for the first time and up 37% on the prior year.

Revenues almost doubled, with total revenue increasing by 
£199.2m, from £207.9m to £407.1m, driven by £228.1m in the year 
from the Rugby World Cup.

In what would ordinarily be a loss making season, the Union 
achieved a retained profit of £3.9m, compared to a loss of £6.7m in 
2014/15, a move of almost £11m year on year.

The past four years’ actual rugby investment exceeded the 
ambitious target set by the RFU Strategic Plan by £28m.

In the past year, the RFU invested £89.8m into rugby, 17% more 
than in the previous year, with £55.7m investment in professional 
rugby and £34.1m investment in rugby development. 

The investment in professional rugby included all England 
related costs for Rugby World Cup 2015 as well as costs for the 
tour to Australia in June 2016.

This was the fifth consecutive year of increased investment 
in rugby development, and included spending on a range of 
participation growth initiatives and delivering a lasting World 
Cup legacy in the community game. 

Investment in the game was facilitated by underlying revenue 
growth in broadcasting (up 39%), sponsorship (up 8%), match day 
hospitality and non-match day conference & events (up 3%), and 
travel revenues, with England Rugby Travel (the official travel 
operator for RWC 2015) seeing an eight fold revenue increase.

• Highest turnover in RFU’s history

• Record £89.8m investment in rugby during the year

• Retained profit of £3.9m for future investment

Andy Cosslett was 
elected Chairman of 
the Rugby Football 
Union (RFU) Board 
following last 
month’s RFU Council 
meeting, replacing 
Bill Beaumont who 
became Chairman of 
World Rugby earlier 
this year. 

Cosslett previously 
held an Independent 
Non-Executive 
Director role on the 
RFU Board and oversaw the delivery of the biggest Rugby 
World Cup in history as Chairman of England Rugby 2015.

The 61 year old has a lifelong association with the game and 
played the sport for 25 years. He is currently Vice President of 
Weybridge Vandals.

His 30-year global business experience has seen him hold 
CEO roles at Fitness First and InterContinental Hotels Group. 
He also spent 14 years with Cadbury Schweppes in a variety of 
senior roles around the world.

Andy Cosslett said: “I am delighted to be appointed Chair of 
the RFU Board. It is a privilege to be involved with this game 
that has given me so much throughout my life.

“My role is to make sure we have strong governance in the 
Union and ensure that we make the most of all the resources we 
have at our disposal in this country for the good of the game.”

JOANNA MANNING-COOPER

ANDY COSSLETT 
NEW CHAIRMAN 
OF RFU BOARD

England Rugby has launched a national survey for anyone involved or interested in rugby. Running 
until 4th December 2016, the survey is designed to help determine the attitudes and motivations of 
the rugby community in order to shape the future of the game.

The survey should take around 15 minutes to complete and puts you in with a chance of winning a 
training session for your club with England Rugby head coach Eddie Jones. There are also five £50 gift 
cards for the England Rugby Store, and tickets to the upcoming RBS 6 Nations on offer. 

The national survey will be run each year, and said RFU Chief Executive Ian Ritchie: “The survey 
gives the rugby community and fans the chance to express their opinion on the game and for us to 
discover their views. We would like to hear from a broad range of people across the game: players, 
parents, coaches, match officials, volunteers and rugby fans. Taking account of everyone’s views will 
enable us to shape the development of rugby in England having consulted the rugby family.”

To start the survey now click here

ENGLAND RUGBY NATIONAL SURVEY 
BRINGS CHANCE OF EDDIE JONES 
TRAINING SESSION

Continued on page 2

Said CEO, Ian Ritchie, “This was a truly exceptional year. Despite 
the huge disappointment of England’s early exit from our home 
Rugby World Cup, by running the widely acclaimed ‘most successful 
Rugby World Cup ever’ we have delivered significant investment 
into rugby both at home and globally. The legacy will continue to 
benefit our community clubs and the sport at every level.”

http://www.telluswhatyouthink-2c.com/s/englandrugbynationalsurvey/
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OLD MUTUAL WEALTH SERIES 
KICKS OFF HUGE SEASON  
FOR ENGLAND WOMEN

O2 and the Rugby Football Union (RFU) have extended their 
partnership until 2021. 

A proud partner for 21 years, O2 has been at the heart of England 
Rugby since the game turned professional in 1995, making it 
one of the longest-standing sports sponsorships globally.

The five season extension secures O2 as a principal partner 
of England Rugby and the lead partner for England senior 
men’s, England women and England Saxons teams.

“We’re proud to have such a strong partnership with O2,” 
said RFU CEO Ian Ritchie. “Over the last 21 years they have 
supported all aspects of rugby with a wide range of exciting and 
innovative campaigns, from grassroots programmes, including 
O2 Touch, to the elite end of the game with Wear the Rose. We 
look forward to the next chapter of working together.”

O2’s logo will continue on both match and training kit worn 
by players, coaching and support staff, as well as replica kit for 
fans. O2 will also remain the exclusive telecommunications 
and wifi provider to England Rugby.

O2 has also reaffirmed its commitment to grassroots rugby, 
specifically O2 Touch, which is the fastest growing community 

England Women take part in the first sponsored Old Mutual Wealth 
Series this month (November), taking on France, Ireland, New Zealand 
and Canada, with the series an early chance to impress en route to the Six 
Nations and the World Cup in Ireland next year.

In a huge year for women’s rugby, prop Rochelle Clark is set to become 
England’s most capped player during the series, surpassing Jason 
Leonard’s record of 114, and she was delighted to see the backing from Old 
Mutual Wealth in such a key year for the sport.

“The support from Old Mutual Wealth for the upcoming series where 
we’ll be playing the top teams in the world is so important,” she said. “It 
will stand us in good stead for the Six Nations and then the World Cup, 
which hopefully we’ll defend successfully. I’m looking forward to achieving 
the record of most capped player.”

In September, 48 players were awarded professional contracts by the 
RFU, and the Red Roses squad for the Old Mutual Wealth Series features 
seven players who appeared at the Olympic Games in Rio, including Emily 
Scarratt, Katy Mclean and Danielle Waterman.

The first match of the Old Mutual Wealth Series against France on 
9 November features live on Sky Sports, while the game against New 
Zealand on 19 November will be shown on EnglandRugby.com and entry 
for the final encounter on 26 November against Canada at Twickenham 
will be free after the men’s team play Argentina.

programme in the country with 17,500 registered players. In 
addition, the RFU will offer work experience to young people 
to support O2’s Think Big initiative.

“O2 has been a proud partner of England Rugby for over two 
decades and we’re delighted to be continuing our longstanding 
and successful support,” said O2 CEO Mark Evans.

“This new agreement is testament to our sponsorship 
strategy, focussing on high quality, long term partnerships. 
Rugby is in O2’s DNA and we’re excited to take this fantastic 
sport to even more people than ever before, from grassroots  
to elite.”

• O2 and England Rugby to work together to explore how 
digital technology will increasingly play a role in the  
fan experience.

• O2 and England Rugby will also work to together to  
produce exclusive pre-match video content available 
through the Priority app 48-hours before anywhere else.

• O2 customers will continue to benefit from access to Priority 
Tickets for all England matches at Twickenham Stadium.

O2 SIGNS NEW 
PARTNERSHIP WITH 
ENGLAND RUGBY

Chief Financial Officer, Stephen Brown added, “The significant 
financial success of hosting the Rugby World Cup in 2015 as well 
as underlying growth in our businesses, results in record rugby 
investment at all levels.

 “Because of this success, we were also able to retain profits of 
almost £4m for future investment in what would ordinarily be a 
substantial loss making year.

“We are very proud to have exceeded our Strategic Plan target 
for rugby investment by £28m over the past four years. 

“Ultimately the Union is in a very good place financially, which 
enables the game as a whole in England to benefit directly from 
this success.”

In summary the highlights for the year were:
• Record £407.1m revenue
• Profit for rugby investment over £100m for the first time
• Four years’ rugby investment exceeded Strategy Plan by £28m
• Investment in rugby as a whole rose by 17% over previous year
• RWC 2015 generated £228.1m revenue in year, £281.4m in total
• Value of commercial partnerships increased
• Healthy growth in playing numbers
• An RBS 6 Nations Grand Slam for the England Senior team
• Summer success for England, U20s and Saxons
• More women and girls playing
• Professionalisation of women’s game, with contracts for 

England Women at 15-a-side

The complete Annual Report & Accounts can be accessed here 

Stephen Brown

Continued from page 1

RUGBY WORLD CUP DRIVES 
HIGHEST EVER RFU TURNOVER 
AND RECORD INVESTMENT IN 
THE GAME

VERITY WILLIAMS

BEN YOUNG OLD MUTUAL 
WEALTH SERIES

England v France 
Wednesday 9 November 

The Twickenham Stoop, KO 7.45pm 
Tickets available on quins.co.uk

Ireland v England 
Sunday 13 November* 

University College Dublin, KO 2pm 
*Not part of Old Mutual Wealth Series

England v New Zealand 
Saturday 19 November 

The Twickenham Stoop, KO 12pm 
Tickets available on quins.co.uk

England v Canada 
Saturday 26 November 

Twickenham, KO 5.05pm 
FREE entry after the conclusion of  

the men’s game

Rochelle Clark

Ian Ritchie

http://www.englandrugby.com
http://www.englandrugbyfiles.com/annualreport/2016/mobile/index.html
https://tickets.quins.co.uk/PagesPublic/Error/SessionError.aspx?cookieless=true&clientscriptless=true
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If you want to be sure of being there over an entire decade as England 
take on the world at Twickenham, with a limited number of debentures 
currently being released, now is the time to think about buying one.

Not only does being a debenture holder guarantee a ten-year right to buy 
a ‘below face value’ ticket for every single England home game controlled 
by the RFU, but it also opens up exclusive complimentary balloted 
debenture events. 

Recent opportunities have included breakfast with the England coach, 
watching England’s open training from Twickenham’s royal box, and 
cheering England on at Twickenham watching the final Australia Test 
action on the big screen with Josh Lewsey and Kyran Bracken.

Debentures act as a long term loan to the RFU, which is returned 75 years 
after purchase. The new debentures cost £8,500 for a 10 year rights period. 

Think of it, ten years cheering on England at the Home of England Rugby!
Why not register your details today by clicking the link below to be 

added to the Expression of Interest list? A member of the debenture team 
will be happy to call you and answer all your questions.

Click here to register your interest 
Call the debenture team on 020 8831 6738 
Or email debentureenquiries@rfu.com

BUY A DEBENTURE AND 
WATCH ENGLAND AT 
TWICKENHAM FOR  
NEXT 10 YEARS

O2 SIGNS NEW 
PARTNERSHIP WITH 
ENGLAND RUGBY

The RFU and Old Mutual Wealth have launched 
an Old Mutual Wealth Kids First Champions 
programme, helping to identify rugby clubs and 
schools where the quality of Old Mutual Wealth 
Kids First delivery is exceptional.

Those selected as Old Mutual Wealth Kids 
First Champions will be in line for a range of 
great prizes including having their players join 
a guard of honour ahead of one of England’s 
matches in the Old Mutual Wealth Series, plus 
tickets to the game.

“Old Mutual Wealth Kids First is all about 
enhancing the rugby experience for kids 
through an approach, on and off the pitch, that is 
centred on them,” said RFU Head of Education 
Development Mark Saltmarsh. 

“It’s about helping kids develop and learn the 
game at their own pace and making sure they 
have plenty of fun while playing. 

“Following the introduction of new age grade 

VERITY WILLIAMS

OLD MUTUAL 
WEALTH KIDS FIRST 
LAUNCHES CHAMPIONS 
PROGRAMME

rugby this season anyone playing at U7 to U13 
level is within Old Mutual Wealth Kids First. But 
beyond that we’ve seen over 400 rugby clubs 
and schools across the country pledging to 
commit to a range of high quality standards.”

The RFU provides additional resources and 
support to clubs and schools that take the 
Old Mutual Wealth Kids First pledge, helping 
them to run an improved programme and to be 
recognised for doing so.

“It’s great to see so many rugby clubs 
and schools embracing Old Mutual Wealth 
Kids First and being proud to make a public 
commitment by signing up to the pledge,” 
added Saltmarsh. “We wanted to champion best 
practice and it’s great to have the opportunity 
to reward the clubs and schools who are really 
setting the standard for Old Mutual Wealth  
Kids First.”

The first round of champions will be unveiled 

this month (November). For more details on how 
to get involved follow the details below:
• To be eligible for a champion award clubs 

and schools must have signed up to the Old 
Mutual Wealth Kids First Pledge.

• Ask your Club Chairman or Head Teacher to 
take the Old Mutual Wealth Kids First pledge 
by registering their details. As part of the 
registration process all clubs and schools will 
pass through a safeguarding filtering. Shortly 
after, they will be contacted directly by the 
Rugby Football Union.

• Share your great work with the rest of the 
rugby family by using #OMWKidsFirst

• Coaches and teachers delivering Old 
Mutual Wealth Kids First Rugby at U7 
to U13s can attend age group specific 
courses. These courses combine skill 
development at each grade and outline 
the incremental progressions through the 
age grades. Courses cost just £5 and can be 
found online here or via your local Rugby 
Development Officer or Community  
Rugby Coach.

Rugby has hundreds of selfless volunteers all 
toiling away in the background so that others 
can enjoy the sport. And the RFU is very aware 
that they are literally worth their weight in gold, 
providing the kind of unpaid hours that keep 
teams playing and clubs viable.

A representative group of rugby’s unsung 
heroes gathered at Twickenham Stadium 
last month (October) as lunch guests of RFU 
President Peter Baines. There, exchanging 
pleasantries, top tips and anecdotes were 
coaches, groundsmen, referees and some who 
help out in the education sector. There were a 
group of up and coming volunteers there too, as 
well as those who have been serving the game 
for decades. 

All were fascinated to see the hallowed turf, 
marked out and ready for Los Angeles Rams to 
take on New York Giants in Twickenham’s first 
ever NFL American Football event.

Said Peter Baines: “Our volunteers are one 
of the game’s most valuable assets and I am 
tremendously impressed by their dedication, 
effort and expertise. They certainly deserve to be 
recognised and rewarded for their hard work and 
it is always a pleasure to be in their company 
and hear what they are achieving right across 
the country.”

VOLUNTEERS OUT TO LUNCH

https://www.eticketing.co.uk/rfu/customernotice/details/2
mailto:debentureenquiries%40rfu.com?subject=
http://www.englandrugby.com/my-rugby/players/kids-first-rugby/sign-up
https://twitter.com/hashtag/omwkidsfirst
http://www.englandrugby.com/my-rugby/courses/search/#/search?id=&c=&eventid=
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REAL RUGBY STORIES
Featuring regularly on englandrugby.com, as well as in Touchline, our Real Rugby Stories celebrate the 
achievements of those involved in the grassroots game. Whether it’s supportive mums or medics,  
chairmen taking clubs places, or children with inspirational stories, let us know about your remarkable 
people by emailing: JoeOgden@rfu.com

Alfie Jeavons-Fellows and his brother Zac 
are used to playing rugby together. From the 
age of seven the identical twins have played 
alongside each other in almost every match for 
both school and club but they are not so used to 
playing with their dad. 

That was until September when Dickie 
Jeavons-Fellows joined his sons on the pitch for 
the first time. A former chairman at Stourbridge 
RFC, Dickie last played eight years ago but was 
convinced to put on his boots again as part of 
the club’s Return to Rugby campaign. 

“I had thought my playing days were over,” 
says Dickie. “I hadn’t run out for quite a while 
but I didn’t require too much encouragement 
when the Return to Rugby sessions started.”

Dickie ended up being asked to play for the 
club’s Grasshoppers side in the back row against 
Wolverhampton RUFC in a match that also 
featured his two sons. 

“I didn’t believe he was going to play until 
he walked into the changing room before the 
match,” says Alfie, who was picked at scrum half 
for the game.” It was brilliant to play alongside 
him but also quite surreal. I remember lining up 
to receive the ball from kick off, looking across 
and seeing both my brother and dad, I couldn’t 
stop laughing.”

Alfie’s brother Zac played at inside centre 
and the two brothers have caused referees 
many problems over the years.” They often get 
confused because we’re identical,” says Alfie 

FAMILY MATTERS AT STOURBRIDGE RFC 
who is captain of Stourbridge’s Colts side. “Zac 
always gets away with talking back to the ref 
because they think he is the captain.”

Stourbridge won the match and the victory was 
even sweeter as all three of the Jeavons-Fellows 
scored tries with Dickie’s score leading to a 
family celebration on the pitch.

“As soon as he crashed over the line we 
sprinted over and jumped on him,” says Zac. 
“It was absolutely quality and to have our 
grandfather watching made it even better.”

John Jeavons-Fellows was supporting from the 
sidelines and was himself a former player, coach 
and chairman of Stourbridge as well as an RFU 
Council member and IRB representative.

Dickie says his return is proof others can get 
back into the sport. “Our team that day featured 
a player who was 18 and someone who was 62, so 
it proves that rugby is for everyone. Stourbridge 
is a family club and it’s been a big part of our 
lives for a long time so having the opportunity  
to play with my sons felt particularly special.”

Dickie is not the only administrator at the club 
who has been tempted back with the current 
club chairman, Robin Edwards and director of 
communications, Mark Denison both putting  
their boots back on again. The club is holding 
regular Wednesday night Return to Rugby 
training sessions, which are supported by RFU 
coaches, to ensure the players are eased back  
in gently. 

Find out more about Return to Rugby click here.

Ed Stafford has been marooned on an 
uninhabited island for 60 days, named 
European Adventurer of the Year, and set a 
Guinness World Record for being the first 
human to walk the length of the Amazon River. 
But without the confidence instilled in him 
through rugby, these are achievements that 
could have easily been pipe dreams. 

“I have an emotional attachment to rugby 
that stretches far beyond the game itself,” he 
explains. “It’s played such a massive part in who 
I am as a person.”

Stafford’s earliest memory of the game comes 
from childhood club Stoneygate RFC.

“I was introduced to rugby at a time when I 
didn’t have much confidence, and for once, I 

ADVENTURER INSPIRED BY 
RETURN TO RUGBY

found myself taking part in a sport I was actually 
good at. It brought me out of my shell,” he says.

Graduating to the youth ranks, he was picking 
up personal qualities along the way. Captaincy 
roles throughout his years at Uppingham  
School can be thanked for the leadership 
qualities he oozes today, and his toughness, 
a stripe earned from lessons learned in his 
latter student years in Newcastle, where he was 
introduced to men’s rugby.

“I substituted university rugby in Newcastle for 
Rockcliff RFC in Whitley Bay,” explains Stafford. 
“The first scrum for Rockcliff, my opposite flanker 
grinned at me, and, without a word, gave me a 
smack. ‘Welcome to adult rugby’, I thought. I 
loved it; it was a breath of fresh air.”

Stafford’s expeditions and achievements are 
well documented, and none more celebrated 

than an 860-day trek across Amazonia. 
The monumental feat is testament to his 
determination to see something through, which 
the 40 year old credits to rugby values. 

“My dad said that if you commit to playing a 
rugby match, you play no matter what, you  
don’t let team mates down. One of the most  
important qualities someone can have is being 
true to their word.”

Stafford’s Amazon expedition gained 
worldwide interest, and ever since, his self-
shooting handiwork has been in high demand. 
It’s a schedule that somewhat clashes with 
rugby. But the Leicestershire native has played 
on-and-off for Stoneygate’s 1st XV for much of 
his adult life. Recently, he was called into action 
against Belgrave RFC and helped Stoneygate 
overcome Belgrave 30-5.

“Rugby is a legitimate way to focus negative 
energy or stress. A release, a reset button and 
honestly one of the most positive things I can  
do with my time. I feel like a different person 
after a game because I’ve gone through that 
battle with my mates.”

‘Naked and Marooned’, ‘Walking the Amazon’ 
and ‘Into The Unknown’ are all examples of 
individual challenges that Stafford has faced, but 
the former Army captain loves team environments. 

“I test myself to the ultimate limits, but I don’t 
enjoy my own company. There’s no banter, 
it’s not a laugh, and you’re not sharing it with 
anyone. So when I come home I want to do 
things that are incredibly social, and rugby is 
exactly that.” 

Ed tied the knot with fellow exploring enthusiast, 
Laura, in September. He isn’t set to resume filming 
until January next year, and intends to spend as 
many Saturdays as he can playing.

“Laura has the same ideals as me in terms of 
never wanting to compromise what makes the 
other happy,” explains Ed.

“I want to still be playing rugby when I’m 60. 
I’ve come across people in third-world countries 
who can pistol squat at the age of 65, and I 
always want to stay physically active. I have 
friends who coach a mini side, so I’m sure I’ll 
become a part of that.”

For now, Stafford is content with playing the odd 
game and keeping abreast of England’s progress.

Want to give rugby a try again? Find a session 
near you here.

SEAN ELLIS

mailto:charliemorgan%40rfu.com?subject=Real%20Rugby%20Stories
http://www.englandrugby.com/my-rugby/find-rugby/play-rugby/play-for-fun/return-to-rugby/?campaign=returntorugby
http://www.englandrugby.com/my-rugby/find-rugby/play-rugby/play-for-fun/return-to-rugby/?campaign=returntorugby
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2015-16 was a recording breaking season for Bath RFC Ladies, with 53 new women joining the 
club. As a result, for the first time ever, Bath have been able to field a Ladies Second XV. 

At the start of last season, Bath RFC Ladies took a risk and decided to enter a 2nd XV in a local 
league – even though they didn’t have all the players they needed.

That was soon resolved, helped by the links they have with the women’s teams at Bath 
University and Bath Spa University.

Ambassadors from the club who had graduated from the two universities made personal contact 
with potential players, recruiting 20 new players. More players at each training session made 
them more enjoyable and, with an incredible coaching line up including Bath Rugby’s Tom Dunn, 
and special sessions from England Women’s captain, Sarah Hunter, they reach out to other clubs 
in the South West to pass on this invaluable advice. 

Welsh International, Caryl Thomas, who coaches at Bath University also joins the coaching 
team at the club for Friday night training sessions. Everyone gets input so that they can learn and 
improve their game and student players find the additional opportunities to train and play really 
helps them develop.

A BIGGER BATH

West Cheshire Women’s Touch Rugby 
launched in May this year, after 18 months’ 
effort from Oldershaw, Wirral, New Brighton, 
Hoylake and Port Sunlight. 

The enthusiasm of the women involved from 
these clubs encouraged others to play non-
contact touch rugby, with great local support 
and from Cheshire Rugby Football Union.

 Around 150 women took part on the Wirral, 
with the age range between 15 and 50, and it’s 
hoped playing numbers continue to grow and 
that the number of clubs taking part increases, 
allowing the league to expand. 

 The final games of the season were hosted by 
New Brighton Rugby Club, under floodlights, 
The five clubs fielded nine teams between 
them. Oldershaw Diamonds lifted the trophy, 
presented by Paul Warrington, President of 
Cheshire RFU, in what everyone said, was a 
great first season. 

The clubs have organised a committee to 
oversee the league, which has its own Pitchero 
website at wcwtr.pitchero.com and meet on a 
regular basis to review progress and ensure that 
the game develops a strong foundation. They 
believe that all clubs on the Wirral can develop 
women’s touch rugby and involve everyone, 
from absolute beginners to those who may have 
played contact rugby.

GEMMA COBB

WOMEN’S TOUCH RUGBY  
ON THE WIRRAL

THOUSANDS RETURN TO RUGBY
One year on from the Rugby World Cup 2015 final, the 
tournament’s legacy continues to inspire, with 190 new men’s 
teams launched this season, in large part due to the success of 
England Rugby’s Return to Rugby programme. 

This year’s Return to Rugby follows last year’s Sport England-
funded inaugural programme which saw 2,500 people sign up for 
sessions and 800 go on to play regular, competitive rugby after 
being brought back into the game.

Return to Rugby offers former players a light reintroduction 
to the game, with a strong focus on rugby’s social side, and 
refreshing basic skills in a relaxed and fun environment. Each 
session is tailored to suit a range of goals, whether people wish 
to play socially with low commitment, get back into competitive 
playing, or simply up their fitness. 

Since launching during Rugby World Cup 2015, Return to Rugby 
has attracted 4,000 returning rugby players to sessions at their 
local clubs.

England Rugby’s ambition is to get 5,000 players participating in 
Return to Rugby sessions nationwide by the end of the season. Since 
launching on August 18, 100 rugby clubs have been offering weekly 
training sessions for returning recruits through the programme.

Steve Grainger, Rugby Development Director, England Rugby, 
said: “Our ambition was to use the excitement of the tournament 
to inspire people, particularly 18-24 year old men, to round up 
their friends, pick up a rugby ball at their local club and get back 
in the game. Now in the programme’s second year, we’ve doubled 
the number of participating clubs to 100 and aim to double our 
playing numbers, which we are well on our way to achieving.

“So far we’ve seen some great examples of rugby’s core values of 
teamwork, respect, sportsmanship and enjoyment being put into 
practice, with clubs embracing returning members into their rugby 
families and growing the quality of their club as a result. This, for 

me, is what the legacy of the Rugby World Cup is all about.” 
Return to Rugby has had a positive impact on clubs across 

England, boosting their playing numbers, strengthening their 
existing teams and enabling them to create new teams as a result 
of the influx of returning players. 

Plymouth Argaum RFC, now in its second year of the programme, 
has not only secured 34 returning members through Return to 
Rugby but has also unearthed a new coach, Chris Mills. Mills has 
spent most of his life playing rugby, including while serving in the 
Navy as well as for clubs across the country. When he heard that 
his local club Argaum were holding Return to Rugby sessions, he 
decided to get involved – this time as a coach. The programme has 

proved a huge success at the club, much down to the passion and 
enthusiasm of Mills who is now aiming to continue his coaching 
journey by taking his coaching qualifications.

Return to Rugby has had similar success for the Aylesford Bulls 
and Crawley RFC, with 30 Return to Rugby players at Aylesbury 
Bulls, nine having now made an appearance for the third team, 
and 45 players attending one Return to Rugby session at Crawley 
RFC. Crawley RFC’s ambition is to transition players over to the 
senior squad to help push for promotion. Chiswick RFC’s sessions 
have proved so popular that they were able to field a 4th 15 this 
season, made up almost entirely of returning players.

To sign up for Return to Rugby sessions in your area, click here.

The first of a number of Friday Night Merseyside Casuals and 
Vets Festivals at Caldy rugby club was certainly a success with 
six clubs taking part on the night.

Teams came from Wirral, Caldy, Oldershaw, New Brighton, 
Prenton and Liverpool’s new gay and inclusive team the Tritons, 
set up by Community Rugby Coach, Kevin Greaves. 

The Tritons had only been training for three months and of the 
squad of 21, 13 were playing their first game of rugby. Most of the 
teams had players who hadn’t had a rugby ball in their hands for 
15 years, and a New Brighton player was last on a pitch in 1985.

The games, led by Community Rugby Coach Chris Hughes, 
were competitive but played in the right spirit with all teams 
helping the new players from the Tritons during the matches. 
Rugby Development Officer, Andrew Soutar, and CRC Greaves 
helped with the logistics and refereed matches.

The clubhouse was full well into the night, with all players 
enjoying the atmosphere and refreshments. 

Said Chris Hughes: “It was great to see everyone enjoying the 
rugby and helping those who had never played before. We have 
three more dates set before Christmas, the next incorporating a 
beer festival and the Tritons have also organised some one-off 
fixtures against some of the other teams.”

OLD AND NEW PLAYERS 
IN FESTIVAL SPIRIT

http://wcwtr.pitchero.com
http://www.englandrugby.com/my-rugby/find-rugby/play-rugby/play-for-fun/return-to-rugby/?campaign=returntorugby
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The England Rugby Football Schools Union 
and NatWest have launched the search for this 
year’s Real Rugby Heroes.

The 2016/17 winners will each receive two 
match tickets to an England international fixture 
in the summer of 2017, as well as VIP invitations 
to the NatWest Schools Cup Finals Day at 

HAVE YOU GOT A NATWEST REAL RUGBY HERO?

JACK THINKS 
OUTSIDE THE BOX
Northumberland Community Rugby Coach, Jack Lambert, has been finding new ways to bring 
volunteer opportunities to students in local schools. So far, more than 30 Year 10 pupils have signed 
up to the Young Rugby Ambassador programme after being selected by their school. 

As part of the programme, the students will complete five award courses, including their Level 1 
Referees course, Rugby Ready and Scrum Factory, before helping at schools festival for Years 7 and 
8. To integrate into their local community, all new YRAs will be linked with a local rugby club, where 
they can put their new skills into action. 

Teachers, parents and pupils have all welcomed the programme and these experiences will help 
provide valuable volunteer hours for students, schools and clubs. 

Anyone aged between 14 and 24 can become a Young Rugby Ambassador and by logging their 
hours through the vInspired portal will receive incentives, kit and certificates, and additional 
opportunities such as Leadership Conferences and awards ceremonies. 

To sign up to the programme, YRAs will need to head to www.englandrugby.com/YRA and start 
logging their volunteer hours. At 10 hours, YRAs receive a T-shirt and certificate; 30 hours, a bobble 
hat, letter of recognition and certificate; 50 hours, a hoody and certificate and at 100 hours a jacket 
alongside their certificate. The YRA guide can be found on the England Rugby webpage for ideas 
and more information on how to get started.

The RFU’s Energy Purchasing Partnership is a simple way that rugby clubs can manage 
their gas and electricity bills and save significant sums on their annual expenditure, and it is 
completely free!

Park House FC in Kent had been placed on a rolled electricity contract in 2014. Unaware they had 
to provide a ‘notice of termination’ to their energy supplier, Park House lost the option to leave their 
existing supplier when their contract finished. 

However, the club contacted the RFU’s independent energy consultants, ZTP, and with their 
advice, were not only able to free themselves from their rolled contract, but negotiated new 
electricity and gas contracts with a projected saving of £1,656 a year! 

Without ZTP’s support, Park House would have been tied into an inflated energy contract for at 
least a year, diverting money away from other vital parts of the club.

Now, when Park House receives an energy bill, it’s validated against their new contract by trained 
energy professionals, preventing any errors or overcharging. A copy of every bill, their energy data, 
and even their contracts are stored on an online portal which can be accessed at any time.

Park House FC is just one of the 99 clubs who are involved with the RFU’s Energy Purchasing 
Partnership and are expected to save at least 38% on both their gas and electricity bills, as well as 
gaining access to the RFU’s bulk buying energy framework at the end of their contract.

Another club to reduce costs through the scheme is Upton on Severn RFC who saved £1,200 on 
their combined gas and electric bill. Rob Heeley from the club said “Being a volunteer run club we 
struggled to find time to check tariffs and test the market, but ZTP managed to get us a deal that 
cut our bills massively, with no extra work for volunteers. The service we received from ZTP was 
first class and we would not hesitate to recommend them to other clubs.”

The RFU’s Energy Purchasing Partnership allows rugby clubs to manage their gas and 
electricity bills and save significant sums on their annual expenditure. It is completely free and 
ZTP will work with each individual club to help them get the best possible energy tariff available. 

To date the average saving has been £925 per club per annum with all contracts set up to end in 
May 2017 when ZTP will procure a group contract, utilising the increased buying power of all the 
clubs to buy energy at the cheapest rate possible which will lead to even more significant savings in 
the long term.

To get involved contact rugby@ztpuk.com or 020 33562860 for a no obligation chat.

CLUBS SAVE ON BILLS THANKS TO RFU ENERGY 
PURCHASING PARTNERSHIP 

Twickenham Stadium in March 2017.
Whether it is someone who has invested time 

in establishing new rugby teams, drives players 
the length of the country or gives up their spare 
time to coach a team, Real Rugby Heroes are 
those who have made a real difference to rugby 
at their school. 

“Up and down the country, a huge number 
of volunteers work tirelessly to improve the 
great game of rugby,” said Brett Williams, 
Sponsorship Manager at NatWest.

“The majority of these volunteers are unpaid 
and graft away week in week out just for the 
love of the game. To us they are the Real 

Rugby Heroes, and NatWest are keen to reward 
volunteers through the scheme to show it’s 
continued commitment to supporting  
grassroots rugby.”

The closing date for nominations is December 
31, 2016. Please visit here to learn more about 
the nomination process.

http://www.englandrugby.com/my-rugby/volunteers/young-rugby-ambassador/
mailto:rugby%40ztpuk.com?subject=RFU%20Energy%20Purchasing%20Partnership
http://www.englandrugby.com/my-rugby/education/schools/real-rugby-heroes/
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Leicestershire Rugby Union are keen to increase the 
number of girls playing rugby in the county and are 
supporting events which encourage them to play.

Clubs also want to provide opportunities for 
women and girls and recently were out in force, with 
representatives from Coalville, Lutterworth, Leicester 
Forest East, Market Harborough, Leicester Lions, 
Loughborough and Oakham all taking part when around 
100 girls aged 12-18 were at a very successful pitch up 
and play session.

The event was organised by Tom Kilburn, Women and 
Girls head coach for Leicestershire, who said: “It’s great 
to see all these girls teaming up with others from across 
the county and showing some promising skills”.

Lily Keay, aged 12 from Lutterworth RFC said “I 
enjoyed playing mixed teams with other clubs. Everyone 
played as a team and wanted to win as a team.” 

With teamwork one of rugby’s core values, respect, 
enjoyment, discipline and sportsmanship were also clearly 
visible in the games played and coaches were delighted to 
see the young players taking them all on board.

Women’s rugby has already seen a swell in numbers 
following England Women’s win in the Women’s Rugby 
World Cup in 2014 and women’s sevens on the Olympic 
stage. The RFU’s newly launched Red Roses campaign 
will also see the development of a pathway for the 
international game and more women in contact rugby. 

The next Pitch up and Play will be held on Sunday 
27th November at Market Harborough RFC. For further 
details please contact Tom Kilburn, at tomkilburn@
hotmail.com

GIRLS PITCHING UP TO PLAY IN LEICESTERSHIRE 

A recent university women’s development day at Crewe & 
Nantwich RUFC saw more than 20 players from Harper Adams 
University and 15 from Chester University, getting together for 
some great coaching.

With some new to rugby and others who had played in the past, 
the challenge was, says Community Rugby Coach Julian Gilding. 
“to keep everyone engaged at the appropriate levels.”

The coaching team, which included Gilding and fellow CRCs 
Tim Pickard and Simon Verbickas, had lots of support from: 
Universities Development Manager Peter Macaulay, Universities 
Rugby Development Officer Chris Lowden, Women’s Rugby 
Development Officer Claire Antcliffe, Area Manager Dave 
Southern and RDOs Dave Westhead and Scott Sturdy.

After introductory coaching around the contact area, father and 
son Mike and Chris Mulroy officiated, Chris having recently taken 
his Level 2 refereeing award under the watchful eye of RFU’s Phil 
Kearns, who was there to encourage Chris before he embarked on 
the afternoon’s refereeing. 

The players enjoyed two games. Initially it was a form of ruck 
touch, moving on to contact and contesting for the ball. Food and 
refreshments were provided after the event, which proved a real 
hit too. The feedback both at the time and later on social media 
was fantastic.

UNIVERSITY 
WOMEN ENJOY 
DEVELOPMENT 
EVENT

Last month (October) Chobham took on the 
Letchworth Braveherts in an exhibition game to 
promote the mixed ability format of the game 
and help the newly forming Chobham squad. 

Played under Friday night lights, the match 
was a great success, with over 35 players 
involved that wouldn’t otherwise have been 
playing. Letchworth’s team including a 50:50 
split of facilitators and disabled players, none of 

CHOBHAM AND 
LETCHWORTH DISPLAY 
THE BEST OF MIXED 
ABILITY RUGBY

them having played before this season. Three 
Braveherts were also playing their first ever 
contact game. 

Chobham fielded several veterans who were 
returning to rugby and Mike O’Regan, who is 
leading the creation of Chobham’s mixed ability 
side, having not played contact rugby in over 12 
years, lasted the full 80 minutes and “loved  
every second.” 

A full touchline then transferred into a 
full clubhouse post match with both sides 
commending the other on their ‘try avoidance’! 

Letchworth’s newly-formed side continues 
to go from strength to strength, with over 40 
players of varying ages and disabilities at a 
recent touch rugby session. They have fulfilled 
three fixtures already this season and some 
players are being transitioned into Letchworth 

Garden City’s 4th XV. 
They are a great example of how the model 

can work within an enthusiastic club with 
a passionate individual driving the team. 
Letchworth are also hoping to start the very first 
ladies mixed ability team and have a number 
of new female players taking part in their touch 
and tag sessions, with the foundations of the 
team beginning to take shape.

mailto:tomkilburn%40hotmail.com?subject=Pitch%20up%20and%20Play
mailto:tomkilburn%40hotmail.com?subject=Pitch%20up%20and%20Play
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Gnosall RFC, having reformed two years ago, 
have made great progress and their first XV 
has become a solid merit league team. Now, 
with RFU support, they have gone out and 
recruited a new Second XV from the local 
village. The 2s recently played their first game 
against another newly formed team, Essington 
3s who were playing their second match, with 
a squad of returning and brand new players. 

A great afternoon, organised by Staffordshire 
Rugby Development Officer Simon Hincks, 
was made even more special as players had 
the chance to be photographed with the RBS 6 

Two new men’s teams played against each other last month (October) when the Honorary 
Artillery Club’s 4th XV took on Belsize Park 6th in the heart of the city at the famous  
Armoury House.

All players thoroughly enjoyed the match. HAC had a 28 man squad, with a number of old boys 
coming back to the club. And, as a result of this match, Community Rugby Coaches Jack Pattinson 
and Tom Redfern set up a new rugby programme.

 Their Rugby Under the Lights, which kicked off this month at Wasps FC, offers a midweek 
playing alternative for new men’s teams in the area who struggle to make Saturday fixtures.

TROPHIES ADD SHINE AT GNOSALL

NEW TEAMS, NEW 
MIDWEEK PROGRAMME

Nations Trophy and Triple Crown. With more  
fixtures planned for both teams, the future’s 
looking bright.

Twickenham Stadium was crowned the Best 
Sporting Venue for Conferences and Non 
Match Day Events at the recent London Venue 
Awards at the Emirates Stadium.

Judges praised Twickenham for its focus on 
“added value, grassroots support and impressive 
sales and marketing.” 

Chris Morris, Managing Director of 
Twickenham Experience Limited, said: 
“Twickenham delivers outstanding events which 
is fundamentally down to our fantastic facilities 
and the enthusiasm and dedication from the 
entire team. 

“We continuously look to improve our facilities 
and a significant investment has been made over the 
last couple of years, which really puts Twickenham  
at the forefront of industry leading venues. 

“Winning the award in such a competitive 
category is an exceptional achievement for 

TWICKENHAM STADIUM 
WINS MORE AWARDS

Twickenham. It’s testament to the hard work of 
the whole Twickenham team in providing first-
class events and services to all our clients.”

The stadium also scooped Best Contactless 
Payments Project at the Payment Awards, which 
recognise card and payments excellence and 
innovation UK wide. Hosted by Richard Herring, 
the winners were announced at the annual 
gala dinner at the 5* London Marriott Hotel, 
Grosvenor Square.

Said George Vaughan, senior project manager, 
“Twickenham Stadium is at the forefront in 
contactless payments, and many other sporting 
venues have been keen to learn from us. To 
win this award, taken last year by Transport 
for London, is testament to the team effort and 
technical innovation, which sees us with more 
contactless payments than any other sporting 
stadium in the world.”



LIGHT FANTASTIC 
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In September the Keep Your Boots On! team launched a pre-
season photo competition for the best photo of a coach or referee 
getting involved with their squad, or a group of players. The 
judges were Nick Scott, RFU Coach Development Manager and 
Michael Patz, RFU Match Official Development Manager. 

First prize was won by Paignton RFC Ladies & Girls, after their 
coach was pictured in the thick of mudlarking on Paignton beach.

Second prize went to referee Alex Marsh, demonstrating his 
inimitable tractor and trailer training with finalists of the Warsaw 
Rugby Festival, Techno Tinos from Portugal and (Not) Racing 
Metro from England. 

Third prize was won by referee Peter Crouch, pictured 

PICTURE THIS

Rugby union in Market Harborough received a 
major boost when the club’s £70,000 floodlight 
scheme was completed and switched on. The 
project was delivered by Abacus Lighting from 
Sutton in Ashfield.

The Market Harborough Club is a  
designated RFU Legacy Centre and provides 
a base for the continued growth of rugby 
union within the South Leicestershire and 
North Northants area. Supporting the choice 
of Market Harborough as a Legacy Centre was 
an RFU grant of £30,000 which complemented 
the £40,000 Section 106 contribution from the 
Harborough District Council. 

This project further enhances the club’s 
facilities as it also delivered a clubhouse 

extension at a cost of £340,000 in 2014.  
A £40,000 pitch improvement scheme is 
planned for the summer of 2017 and this 
is also to be funded by the District Council 
Section 106 budget. These facilities will 
continue to provide a valuable resource for 
use by the local community. 

 “The new floodlights improve the quality 
of the rugby experience for everyone 
using the site and provide more playing 
opportunities, especially for local people 
in the 14-24 age-group” said Pete Shaw, the 
RFU Area Facilities Manager. 

“This investment supports the club’s 
financial sustainability and creates a lasting 
rugby union legacy for rugby in the local 

Since 1999, Beccehamian Ladies have been playing at 
Beccehamian RFC, based at Sparrow’s Den in West Wickham, 
Kent. They currently play in RFU London and South East 
South 2 and are keen to spread the word and get as many 
women as possible involved in rugby.

With excellent work by the existing players in bringing a 
friend along, and using social media to promote a recruitment 
session, all the brainchild of team manager, Helen Pooley, they 
had 45 at the club, of which 30 were trying rugby for the first 
time. The hard work now beings to help transition these new 
recruits into regular participants. 

Community Rugby Coach, Chris Spedding, led coaching on 
the night, ably supported by three of the club coaches Paul 
Rochester, Michael Lamb and Robbie Broadhurst.

Said current player and social secretary Amy Golby: “The 
event was a real success and it was amazing to have so many 
new girls come down and give rugby a try. Being a newbie 
myself this year, I can testify to the warm welcome, support 
and encouragement I get from Beccehamians club, players and 
coaches. We have already had an amazing response with new 
girls coming back to train with us which has only raised our 
game to the next level. For me the ladies are more than just my 
team mates, they are a family.” 

For further information or to get involved  
visit www.beccehamians.co.uk/ or contact  
beccsladies@hotmail.co.uk or any of their social channels:

Facebook: www.facebook.com/groups/2261774237/ 
Twitter: www.twitter.com/beccsladies
Instagram: www.instagram.com/beccsladies/

BECCEHAMIAMS 
LADIES BRING A 
FRIEND TO TRAINING

community. The floodlight scheme will help 
the club raise its profile and encourage more 
players, volunteers and spectators to share the 
special values that distinguish the sport.”

Club Chairman, Phil Jarvis, added: “We now 
have some of the best facilities in the area that 
people from our town and villages can use 
throughout the week. The recent World Cup 
event in England inspired a new wave of people 
of all ages to become involved in rugby and the 
recent RFU and District Council investment 
will help our club to be even better equipped to 
welcome the newcomers.”

“This recent investment by the RFU and the 
local council is excellent news” said Mike King, 
the Clubs President. “The club has had an 

enthusiastic group of hard-working volunteers 
and this floodlighting project has enabled 
them to do even more for young people in the 
community in the future.”

Market Harborough is one of many clubs 
across England benefitting from investment 
through the RFU Legacy fund. It also one of a 
number of local clubs and organisations within 
the Harborough district benefiting from Section 
106 funding – funding for community projects 
made available through housing developer 
contributions made within the locality.

Anyone wanting to play rugby can contact the 
Market Harborough club through its web page 
or Facebook and Twitter accounts. Players of all 
ages and abilities are welcome.

The Oakman Cup Minis Rugby Festival came close to disaster 
last month (October) as two hours of torrential rain fell at Allianz 
Park, the home of Saracens RFC. It took some extremely hard 
work by both the ground staff at Allianz Park and Oakman Inns 
who ensured that the first match was played on time.

Then the sun came out and 400+ children, aged under 10, 
enjoyed a lively series of matches for their rugby clubs from 
across Buckinghamshire, Hertfordshire, Northamptonshire, 
Oxfordshire and Warwickshire, cheered on by a crowd of some 
500 spectators, including RFU President, Peter Baines.

The Oakman Cup was created and organised by Oakman Inns 
& Restaurants, who also have a sponsorship programme for the 
minis teams of rugby clubs affiliated to the towns in which they 
have pubs. 

Oakman also produced an inflatable gymnasium with gladiator-
style trials of strength and agility and, said one parent: “The 
children had such fun – I’m just worried they’ll want one of these 
inflatables for Christmas.”

Said Peter Baines: “I think this must be among the largest, 
privately-funded minis rugby festivals in the country. Oakman’s 
CEO, Peter Borg-Neal, and the wholehearted support that he and 

OAKMAN CUP FESTIVAL GREAT SHOWCASE OF 
THE NEW RULES OF PLAY

his staff give their local communities and the rugby clubs they 
support is a wonderful thing. 

“The event was a great showcase of the new rules of play and 
changes to Age Grade Rugby. Peter and Oakman Inns, recognise 
that our rugby clubs provide a safe, fun, friendly activity for 
both children and adults, beyond the school gates into the local 
community. Playing rugby teaches these great kids rugby’s 
core values of Teamwork, Respect, Enjoyment, Discipline and 
Sportsmanship and I’ve seen it all here today. I might also have 
seen a couple of future Internationals as well.”

CLUBS TAKING PART AND THEIR SPONSORS:
Beaconsfield The Beech House – Beaconsfield
St Albans The Beech House – St Albans
Tring The Akeman – Tring
Towcestrians The Navigation Inn at Thrupp Wharf, Cosgrove
Abingdon The Crown & Thistle, Abingdon
Wallingford The Old Post Office – Wallingford
Witney Blue Boar – Witney
Leamington The Globe – Warwick
Royston Invitational

seemingly under pressure as London Wildgeese 
player Rob Rodwell enjoys the fun. 

All three received England Rugby gift cards.
The Keep Your Boots On! campaign was 

launched just before the Rugby World Cup. Since 
then more than 4,000 players have signed-up to 
discover how to become a coach or referee. Why 
not Keep Your Boots On! and join them?

Website: www.keepyourbootson.co.uk
Facebook: www.facebook.com/KYBOEngland/
Twitter: @KYBOEngland

WINNERS OF THE KYBO!
PHOTO COMPETITION

http://www.beccehamians.co.uk
mailto:beccsladies%40hotmail.co.uk?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2261774237/
http://www.twitter.com/beccsladies
https://www.instagram.com/beccsladies/
http://keepyourbootson.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/KYBOEngland/
https://twitter.com/KYBOEngland
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Chesterfield Panthers have again been 
successful in receiving nearly £18,000 from 
Viridor Credits Environmental Company via 
the Landfill Communities Fund. The funds  
will go towards the continued development  
of community areas to the west end of the  
new clubhouse.

This will see land drainage installed, together 
with paving and cultivation to create better 
access and surfaces suitable for sporting and 
community use. 

The paved area next to the clubhouse could 
accommodate a marquee to extend the clubroom 
capacity for larger social functions such as 
weddings, dinners, and corporate training days 
etc. as well as providing a temporary covered 
area for running sporting festivals.

The Mayor and Mayoress of Chesterfield, 
Councillor Steve Brunt and Mrs. Jill Mannion-
Brunt went along to a recent meeting of the 
club’s Vice Presidents and Supporters, and 
carried out the inaugural ‘sod cutting’ to get 
work underway, when a £100 cheque was 
presented to the Mayor’s charity fund.

Viridor Credits’ Funded Projects Manager, 
Gareth Williams, said “Viridor Credits was first 
involved with the Panthers in 2011 when they 
relocated to Dunston Road. We are delighted 
to offer our help again for the continued 
development of the club.”

The work is being carried out by local 
contractors Pro-Build (Clowne Landscaping) 
Limited and Peter Bowden Sports Ground 
Maintenance Limited and due for completion 
this month (November). 

PANTHERS POUNCE ON SECOND 
LANDFILL GRANT

Every year England Rugby organises the Grand Draw, a simple 
way for clubs and schools to raise funds by selling Draw tickets, 
with the chance to win more than 30 prizes, including a top prize 
of £10,000. From every £1 ticket sold the club keeps 90 pence as 
a tax free donation. England Rugby retains only 10p from each 
ticket to operate the Draw.

The Draw is easy to enter. Every club and school in membership 
receives a Starter Pack with an initial allocation of 10 books and 
instructions. They can then order as many extra books as they 
want until the deadline for returning tickets in March 2017. So 
there is plenty of time to sell tickets at events and social occasions 
throughout the season. 

The Draw is completely risk free to participating clubs and 
schools. All the materials are provided free of charge. And all 
the prizes are sourced from England Rugby partners and service 
providers. All clubs and schools have to do is sell the tickets, 
retain 90 pence from every one they sell and make sure to return 
the sold ticket stubs and 10% of the proceeds to the Draw Society 
by the Draw date – this year that is April 1st 2017.

With the festive season coming and lots of social activities, this 
is an ideal time to get your extra books. Simply send an email to 
grand.draw@therfu.com and they will be despatched within a 
few days to your appointed Draw Organiser. You can also ask the 
Draw administrator for more information by using the same email. 
Remember it is risk free and cost free to participants.

So whether you need a small amount to buy some kit, or want to 
raise thousands for a major project, the Grand Draw can help you. 
It’s like getting a nice present at the end of the season!

GIVE YOUR CLUB A PRESENT...

mailto:grand.draw%40therfu.com?subject=Grand%20Draw
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The RBS 6 Nations and Triple Crown Trophies recently 
visited two of the RFU’s new Broadening Reach Schools, 
Carterton Community College and Chipping Norton School, 
before stopping off at Chipping Norton RUFC. 

Students and teachers were keen to be photographed with 
England’s silverware and CRCs Gary Morris and Nick Todd, 
and RDO Dave Larham were then involved in a GCSE PE 
session on body types. Now who was the endomorph?

In the evening at the local rugby club, Gary and Dave ran 
a Scrum Factory session for the U16s, Colts and Seniors, 
with great feedback from players and coaches. Said Dave: 
“Everyone was delighted to see the trophies, which created 
quite a stir in the schools and at the club, where the clubhouse 
was buzzing.”

Bishop Burton College, in East Yorkshire, runs a range of further 
education and degree courses in sport, together with several elite 
sporting academies.

Now Bishop Burton College has joined forces with Yorkshire 
Carnegie, the RFU licenced regional academy to identify and 
nurture talented players. The best players from the region will be 
able to combine education with a comprehensive rugby union 
training programme and the College will participate in the RFU 
AASE League.

James Earl, Director of Sport at Bishop Burton, said: “This is an 
exciting new venture for the College and the club, which I’m sure 
will provide the game of rugby union with many future stars.

“The College is already a hotbed of performance sport 
development for young people in the region, which will be further 
enhanced with this new partnership.

 “Our strides in university rugby will complement the 
developments in our U18 rugby well.”

 Bishop Burton is proud to be part of the new University 
Partnerships programme with the RFU to strengthen university 
rugby across the country. The collaboration will see the RFU 
invest more than £220,000 into 15 university sports programmes 
across the UK, including with Bishop Burton.

 Chief Executive and Principal, Jeanette Dawson OBE, said: 
“We have a long-standing relationship with the RFU, so I’m 
particularly pleased that we have been chosen as a recipient of 
this programme.

 “We are particularly proud of our sport provision and what 
we’ve achieved over the last 12 years at Bishop Burton, so this 

A FINE BODY OF KNOWLEDGE

BISHOP BURTON 
COLLEGE JOINS 
FORCES WITH 
YORKSHIRE CARRNEGIE

funding will help drive our 
students’ achievements 
on the pitch and our 
contribution to the 
community game to the 
next level.

As part of the 
Partnership, Bishop Burton 
will focus on the following  
key areas;
• Partnership delivery – ways of working together and general 

rules of engagement
• Participation development – growing and maintaining 

participation levels in their rugby union programme
• Men’s 15-a-side rugby aligned to a competition model for those 

participating teams
 Mrs Dawson said: “By investing in university rugby with 
the programme, the RFU has once again demonstrated its 
commitment to the future of the sport in this country and the 
pursuit of excellence.”

The College hosted the GB Women’s Sevens pre-Olympic 
training camp last July.

England Women’s Head Coach and former Bishop Burton 
Director of Rugby, Simon Middleton, took his 38-strong squad to 
the College for the intensive five-day camp.

Simon said: “The facilities at Bishop Burton are second-to-
none, so it was a no-brainer for me to factor it in to our high-level 
training regime.”

The RFU has recently been gathering an 
extensive list of colleges’ playing opportunities 
organised by local delivery teams throughout 
the 2016/17 season.

This involves at least 80 playing opportunities, 
many of them particularly geared to helping 
developing colleges, who could play games 
against each other in a fun and enjoyable 
environment outside formal competitions.

The aim is to see more colleges taking part 
and extending their areas and competitiors to 

COLLEGE PLAYING OPPORTUNITIES
find suitable opposition and more games. The 
RFU’s local delivery teams would then provide 
appropriate support to maximise participation 
and aid transitions into local rugby clubs.

One good example of how this has worked is 
the Leicestershire College Festival programme 
organised by CRC Luke Green.

Said Luke “With inconsistent playing numbers 
and pupils’ timetable making them unavailable, 
and a lack of availability of staff to support 
games, a monthly festival at club venues works 

well, for example South Leicestershire College 
was hosted at South Leicester RFC. Each festival 
is pitch up and play, with half pitch sevens the 
most basic format, through to colleges clustering 
to play 15-a-side matches. 

“Players from incomplete teams are adapted 
by other colleges and CRCs run training in 
the lead up to each festival to develop new 
players’ contact skills. These players can be 
then be monitored and if appropriate wear bibs 
to denote they are new or developing players. 

Coach education and support is also offered 
college wide and not just for the PE staff. Where 
possible, club coaches have been linked to 
college training activity.”

This is all part of the RFU’s aim to provide 
rugby that suits young players’ wants and needs.

To discover the 80 or more chances for 
colleges to get involved click here.

http://www.englandrugby.com/my-rugby/education/colleges/
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THE RUGBY FOOTBALL UNION WOULD LIKE TO THANK 
THE FOLLOWING WHO GENEROUSLY SUPPORT THE GAME

TOUCHLINE – NOVEMBER 2016

Following four years of research and consultation, September 
saw the start of the implementation of Age Grade Rugby (AGR) 
in England, with the aim of keeping more young people enjoying 
rugby for longer and into their adult years.

There have been success stories across the country, here are 
some local achievements:
• The Hertfordshire/ Middlesex leagues at U13/14 have been 

changed into a fixture schedule, rather than playing for points, 
and they have held AGR sessions to support implementation.

• Eastern Counties held a series of AGR CB Roadshows to engage 
the clubs with the changes.

• Rosslyn Park have altered their format, in line with the 
competitive menu, for the National Schools 7s, with entries 
increasing to 750 teams across the week, an increase of 72 over 
last year.

• The Land Rover Cup, delivered by Premiership Rugby, has 
changed to Festival and Waterfall formats at U11/12 respectively 
to follow the competitive menu.

We all want to ensure that player welfare is placed at the very 
heart of the game, and the RFU’s RugbySafe scheme aims 
to achieve this goal. To help everyone involved in rugby 
to protect players’ welfare, the RugbySafe webpages now 
have a Guides & FAQs section providing a one-stop-shop 
for information and guidance across player welfare topics. 
Just visit www.englandrugby.com/rugbysafe/guides-
and-faqs/ for a comprehensive A-Z of downloadable PDFs 
covering matters such as wearing protective equipment, the 
RFU Automated External Defibrillator Scheme and first aid 
provision guidelines.

RUGBYSAFE ESSENTIAL  
GUIDES TO PROTECTING 
PLAYERS’ WELFARE

• The adaptations of Rules of Play has allowed Stockport 
Grammar to field four U12 teams this season, having never had 
more than two in recent years.

• HMC and Independent Association of Prep Schools (IAPS) 
encouraged their member schools to fully adopt Age Grade 
Rugby. Alex Osiatynski, Headmaster at Bilton Grange Prep 
School, has been a key local advocate of the changes, working 
with other local prep schools to adopt the rules and regulations.

• As a result of the competition calendar there has been an 
increased dialogue between schools and clubs to agree the best 
and most balanced playing programme for players. Examples 
include Havant Rugby Club working with their local schools 
and Skinners school in Kent working with their local clubs in the 
best interest of their players. 

• Age Grade rugby has seen schools and clubs working together. 
Marlborough RUFC and Marlborough College have agreed a 
season-long area for Marlborough RFC to train with their junior 
section on Marlborough College grounds.

AGE GRADE RUGBY - TWO MONTHS IN
• The Foxbury Festival in Kent asked all clubs to select their 

teams in accordance with the spirit of Age Grade philosophy.
• AoC Sport have aligned all their leagues to the national 

calendar, resulting in more entries, and have re-launched a more 
inclusive women’s competition, with 29 colleges entered where 
last year there was no women’s competition.
Matthew Watkins, a coach of Old Elthamian RFC said: “The 

Foxbury Festival was fantastic with all clubs encouraged to select 
their teams in the spirit of Age Grade philosophy, which most did. 
Everyone had a great time and certainly our view is that the new 
format is a big improvement.” 

“The feedback from all the coaches about the lineout at U14 and 
U15 has been incredibly positive,” said Andy Houston, Director 
of Rugby at Cranleigh School. “The staff have already seen the 
skill development and it has made the U14 and U15 matches a 
far greater spectacle. Everyone at the school has been hugely 
impressed with the Law changes.”

Mark Saltmarsh Head of Education Development said: “Two 
months in, it has been great to get so much positive feedback 
from around the country on the impact of Age Grade Rugby and 
we’d encourage people to get in touch with any feedback so that 
we can constantly review the impact it is having.”

If you have any Age Grade news stories or feedback, please get in 
touch via agegraderugby@rfu.com
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