
ENGLAND MEN’S AND WOMEN’S 2016 AUTUMN 
FIXTURES CONFIRMED
The Rugby Football Union has announced a long-term 
partnership with Old Mutual Wealth, the UK’s leading wealth 
management business, as a Principal Partner of England Rugby.

The four-year agreement will see Old Mutual Wealth become 
title partner of the England Men’s and Women’s autumn 
internationals, which will both become the Old Mutual Wealth 
Series from 2016. This is the first time England Women will have 
a title partner for their autumn series.

The England Senior team will play four consecutive Tests 
against Southern Hemisphere opponents in 2016 at Twickenham 
Stadium against South Africa, Fiji, Argentina and Australia* with 
all four matches broadcast live on Sky Sports HD.

England Women will play home fixtures against France 
and Canada with the match against Canada taking place at 
Twickenham Stadium following the Argentina international. 
They will also play an away Test against Ireland on Sunday 13 
November and a potential further home fixture with another 
opponent is being arranged

The partnership was unveiled at Twickenham Stadium with 
Old Mutual Wealth Ambassadors and England players Mike 
Brown, Joe Launchbury and Women’s captain Sarah Hunter.
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The Official Newspaper of The RFU

TOUCHLINE

TOUCHLINE – DECEMBER 2015 1

December 2015 Issue 185

The recently published RFU 
Annual Report & Accounts show 
record revenues and investment 
in rugby for 2014/15. 

Revenues exceeded £200m for 
the first time thanks to the effect of 
the high number of Twickenham 
matches on ticket, broadcasting, 
hospitality and other match-day 
revenues, non-match day conference 
and event revenues, renewed long-
term sponsorship deals and the 
recognition of Rugby World Cup 
Revenues to match costs incurred.

Rugby investment increased 2% over the previous year to 
£76.8m, with investment in professional rugby broadly flat 
with 2013/14 but rugby development investment up by 5% 
(£1.5m) due to increased spending on game development and 
growth initiatives.

RFU Chief Executive Ian Ritchie said, “This was a busy and 
financially successful year with a retained profit of £7.7m after 
making a record level of investment directly into clubs and in 
operating the English game at all levels. 

RECORD RFU 
REVENUES IN 
2014/15

EDDIE JONES ENGLAND HEAD COACH
WILL CHIGNELL

England has appointed Eddie Jones as England Head Coach on 
a four-year contract, starting in December. Jones takes charge 
of England ahead of their opening RBS 6 Nations game against 
Scotland at Murrayfield on 6 February.

The Australian has had a long and successful coaching career, 
winning trophies both domestically and internationally, having 
also spent time coaching in England. 

His first major piece of silverware came in 2001 after leading the 
ACT Brumbies to their first Super 12 title and in doing so becoming 
the first side other than a New Zealand team to win the tournament.

He took charge of the Wallabies between 2001 and 2005 and 
delivered Tri Nations and Bledisloe Cup success. The national 
side reached the 2003 Rugby World Cup final on home soil, losing 
narrowly to EnglandAfter spells with the Queensland Reds and 
Saracens, the 55 year old took up a technical advisor role with the 
Springboks in 2007 helping the South Africans win their second 
World Cup having beaten England twice, once in the pool stages 
and then again in the final. He later became Director of Rugby 
at Saracens until 2009 and then coached the Japanese club side 
Suntory Sungoliath.

Jones returned to the international arena in 2011 as Head Coach 
for Japan where his mother was born. His achievements included 
arguably the biggest shock in Rugby World Cup history when his 
side beat South Africa 34-32 in the dying moments of their opening 
match of the tournament this year. Japan went on to win three of 
their four pool matches and their performance saw them move into 
the top ten of the world rankings. Following the tournament he was 
appointed Head Coach of the South African Super franchise, The 
Stormers, before agreeing terms with the RFU.

Eddie Jones said: “Firstly my thanks must go to Rob 
Wagner and everyone at Western Province Rugby for 
understanding my decision and allowing me to return 
to the international stage so quickly. The opportunity 
to take the reins in possibly the world’s most high 
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Merry Christmas 

        to all our readers



RPA AGREES DEAL WITH RFU & PRL
DAVE BARTON
The Rugby Players’ Association (RPA) recently announced a 
new multi-year funding deal with its industry stakeholders, 
the Rugby Football Union (RFU) and Premiership Rugby 
Limited (PRL).

The new five-year deal will deliver a minimum of £7m into the 
RPA welfare, personal development and education programmes 
that supports the 650 current and over 350 former RPA members.

RPA Group CEO Damian Hopley commented: “This long-
term funding deal gives us the security to build on the very 
strong foundations that we have established over the last 17 
years as one of the most progressive Players’ Associations 
in Europe. One of the key objectives of English rugby is 
to provide outstanding welfare, support and development 
programmes to all of our past, present and future members in 
order to give them the best opportunity to maximise their on 
and off field potential. By working closely with the RFU and the 
Aviva Premiership Rugby clubs, we are confident that we will 
take this support to unprecedented levels. 

“I would like to place on record my sincere thanks to the RFU 
and Premiership Rugby as well as my Board and the members 
for their continued support of the essential work we conduct for 
the players and the game.”

RPA Chairman and Northampton Saints’ lock Christian Day 
said: “This is a landmark day for the RPA and the Players’ 
Board are genuinely excited about the future of English Rugby. 

This agreement is a huge step forward for our members and 
it will act as a cornerstone for the RPA’s work in the years to 
come. We have also negotiated an enhanced Standard Contract 
that will provide greater protection and security at a time when 
scrutiny is, quite rightly, being focused on player welfare. We 
as players know that player welfare must be a huge priority 
for our sport. We will be working closely with all of the game’s 
stakeholders to see what more can be done to continually 
improve conditions for the health and safety of our members.”

RFU Professional Rugby Director Rob Andrew said: “Support 
for existing and former players is paramount and we are 
delighted that this deal has been achieved. Player welfare in 
all its forms, be it safety, health, education or preparing for life 
after rugby, is a priority for everyone in the game and we are 
confident that this agreement will help the RPA continue to 
deliver and enhance their programmes.”

Mark McCafferty, Chief Executive of Premiership Rugby, 
said: “Continued investment by the clubs in all aspects of 
welfare for their players is fundamental to the long term 
strength and vibrancy of the English professional game.

“We’ve worked closely with the RPA over many years 
to develop the support programmes which are now an 
increasingly key factor for professional players in England. 
We welcome the new agreement which will allow all parties to 
continue to develop these over the next few years.”
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Hunter said: “It’s fantastic to have Old Mutual Wealth on board 
as partner for our autumn series. This is a significant step forward 
for the women’s game and it’s great to get that recognition from 
such a leading and respected company. The Old Mutual Wealth 
Series will be great preparation for us as we head into the 2017 
Women’s Rugby World Cup. Not only will we be able to face 
some quality opponents, the squad will be boosted with players 
returning from the sevens programme.”

England full back Mike Brown said: “It’s great to be able to take 
on four such quality teams on back to back weekends. It allows 
us to test ourselves against some high calibre opposition and it’s 
great that Old Mutual Wealth is supporting the series.”

Sophie Goldschmidt, RFU Chief Commercial & Marketing 
Officer, added: “We are delighted to welcome Old Mutual Wealth 
to the RFU family in an expanded partnership. As one of the UK’s 
leading wealth management businesses, they have a fantastic 
heritage and it’s great to have them make this commitment 
to men’s and women’s rugby in England. We look forward to 
building on that with them over the next four years.”

Paul Feeney, Chief Executive, Old Mutual Wealth, said: “We 
are delighted to announce this new partnership with English 
Rugby. It’s a wonderful and rewarding sport; one which manages, 
uniquely, to bring together extreme passion and mutual respect. 
As a new breed of wealth manager, we admire that combination 
and seek to emulate it in our business. We are building Old Mutual 
Wealth for those who want to make a positive difference, for 
themselves, their families and their communities. We hope that 
our involvement with the sport will go beyond the branding, to 
build the sport and help it prosper.”

The new partnership will also see Old Mutual Wealth assume 
title sponsorship of England Men’s annual May fixture, which 
from 2016 becomes the Old Mutual Wealth Cup. The first 

opponents England will face in this fixture will be Wales in 
a capped match at Twickenham Stadium on Sunday 29 May. 
Tickets go on public sale at 10am on Monday 7 December. Visit 
www.ticketmaster.co.uk or www.eticketing.co.uk/rfu to book.

Old Mutual Wealth will also be supporting a significant  
grass roots rugby programme, with more details following in  
the New Year.

Fixtures for the 2016 
Old Mutual Wealth Series
England men’s fixtures all at Twickenham Stadium 
and broadcast live on Sky Sports HD

•  Wednesday, 9 November: England Women v France Women,  
KO, venue and broadcast details TBC

• Saturday, 12 November: England v South Africa, KO 14.30

•  Sunday, 13 November: Ireland Women v England Women  
KO, venue and broadcast details TBC

• Saturday, 19 November: England v Fiji, KO 14.30

• Saturday, 26 November: England v Argentina, KO 14.30

•  Saturday, 26 November: England Women v Canada Women,  
KO TBC, Twickenham Stadium

• Saturday, 3 December: England v Australia, KO 14.30*

OLD MUTUAL WEALTHRECORD RFU REVENUES

EDDIE JONES

“Given all the activities that are happening at Twickenham 
and across the country in building the legacy for RWC2015 it has 
never been truer that our success is only achieved with the help 
and dedication of our entire team of volunteers and staff”.

RFU Chief Financial Officer Stephen Brown added, “The 
financial performance in 2014/15 was exceptionally strong, the 
RFU delivering a fifth consecutive year of rugby investment 
growth, which now exceeds Strategic Plan projections by £14m 
over the past three years.”
In summary the highlights for the year were:

• Revenue of £207.9m

• Total investment in rugby up 2% over previous year

•  Completion of the Twickenham Stadium upgrade project on 
time and on budget

• Increased long-term commercial partnerships across the game.

• England men and women confirm GB 7s place for Olympics

•  Women & Girls Strategy launched following the England win in 
Paris in Women’s Rugby World Cup.

•  All Schools programme, supported by CBRE, has now brought 
400 new state secondary schools to rugby

• O2 Touch programme reaches 10,000 registered players

• Investment in and preparation for Rugby World Cup 2015

• Continuing Lead Up & Legacy work

•  UNITY project helping rugby development in 17  
European nations.

The 2015 Annual Report & Accounts can be accessed here

profile international rugby job doesn’t come along 
every day however, and I feel fortunate to be given the 
opportunity.

“I’m now looking forward to working with the RFU and 
the players to move beyond the disappointment England 
suffered at the World Cup and hope to build a new team 
that will reflect the level of talent that exists within the 
English game. I believe the future is bright for England.”

RFU Chief Executive Ian Ritchie said: “We promised 
to recruit a coach with proven international experience 
and we have done that. Eddie is a world-class coach, with 
extensive experience at the highest level with Australia, 
South Africa and Japan. We believe that the appointment, 
which was unanimously approved by the RFU Board, 
is the right one to bring England success in the short, 
medium and long term.

“We are confident Eddie can build on the strong 
foundations already laid, with this talented group of 
players largely remaining together through to the 2019 
Rugby World Cup in Japan and beyond. We are grateful 
to the Stormers for their co-operation in releasing Eddie 
early from his contract.” 

The RFU Council at its recent 
meeting approved a strategy to invest 
in Artificial Grass Pitches (AGP) 
which will see 100 artificial, floodlit 
pitches installed across the country 
over a four-year period. This is a 
significant capital investment into the 
community game.

The investment will fund two types of 
pitches in locations across the country 
to ensure maximum access and rugby 
participation:

•  60 on rugby club sites to be used by 
the host club and other local clubs, 
enabling games to be played and 
training to be maximised.

•  40 on community sites with a 
guaranteed number of hours for use 
by rugby.

While there are close to 700 AGPs 
in England, rugby can be played on 
less than 10% of them due to the others 
not complying with the World Rugby 
specification for build and performance, 
which includes criteria such as ball 
bounce, head impact and carpet joint 
strength. Of the 10% that are usable, 
less than 10 are currently located on 
community rugby club sites.

The major driver for installing 
artificial pitches is to sustain and grow 

participation in the game against a 
backdrop of increasing pressure on 
natural turf pitches, changing player 
expectations, competition from other 
sports investing in artificial pitches and 
changing weather conditions.

Over the past four years, RFU data 
shows that wetter winters are having 
a serious impact on the rugby season, 
resulting in more games and training 
sessions being cancelled. In February 
2014, 1,766 adult games were lost over 
two weekends due to bad weather and 
over 600 natural turf pitches remained 
unplayable for 3 weeks afterwards.

Steve Grainger, RFU Rugby 
Development Director said: “With 
changing expectations and aspirations 
it is clear that rugby, like other sports, 
needs to provide playing surfaces that 
meet modern requirements.

“Following Rugby World Cup 2015 
there has been an upsurge in interest in 
rugby, not least from aspiring coaches, 
referees and young players, and this is an 
exciting opportunity to further develop 
our community rugby facilities.”

The project will get underway with 
an initial six of the 60 rugby club 
pitches aiming to be operational in 
September 2016.

RFU 
INVESTS IN 
ARTIFICIAL 
GRASS 
PITCHES
PAULA ROWE

http://www.englandrugbyfiles.com/annualreport/2015/
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ARMY RUGBY 
RECOGNISED
At the annual Army Sports Awards 
at the Guildhall London Army Rugby 
was well represented.

Captain Gemma Rowlands RA was 
awarded Sports Woman of the Year 
for her exceptional contribution 
to Army Women’s Rugby and also 
representing Wales in last season’s 
Women’s Six Nations, she received 
the award from the Chief of the 
General Staff General Sir Nick Carter 
KCB CBE DSO ADC (Gen).

Ranger Chris Leathem Royal Irish 
Rangers was awarded the Player of 
the International Defence Rugby 
Competition. His eight tries against 
Canada Defence Forces was a 
highlight of a very successful season. 
The award was presented by the newly 
appointed Army Sergeant Major WO1 
Glenn Haughton Grenadier Guards, 
also at the Guildhall.

BIG 
GAME 8
Looking for the ideal sporting day out this 
Christmas? Don’t miss the Big Game 8 at 
Twickenham on Sunday 27th December, with 
RUDIMENTAL headlining entertainment. 
Harlequins take on Gloucester Rugby I this

firm favourite in the Premiership calendar.
Big Game 8 showcases a mix of world class 

rugby and captivating off field entertainment 
– perfect for a family day out. 

Tickets start from £20 and can be 
purchased via the Harlequins website or the 
Ticketmaster website. Alternatively, book by 
calling 020 8410 6010.

YOU COULD KIT OUT YOUR TEAM 
WITH CANTERBURY
SUZI MURRAY
SHIRTS LOOKING FADED? SOCKS SHRUNK? SHORTS WASHED OUT?
Canterbury, official England kit provider, are running a Teaamwear Competition to win kit for an 
entire team.

Why not grab the chance to get all kitted out courtesy of Canterbury?
Visit @CanterburyNZ #CommittedToTheGame 
Or enter via Facebook #CommittedToTheGame 

TWICKENHAM 
REMEMBERS

At the eleventh hour on the eleventh day of the eleventh month, Twickenham Stadium observed a 
Two Minute Silence for Armistice Day, which marks the end of the First World War. 

Remembering all who gave their lives for their country, including many rugby players and the 27 
internationals who died in the Great War, RFU President Jason Leonard spoke of their sacrifice. Lewis 
Moody RFU Commemoration Ambassador read lines from ‘For the Fallen’. A bugler from the nearby 
Kneller Hall Army Music School sounded the Last Post and Reveille and Leonard and representatives 
of Army, Royal Navy and Royal Air Force Rugby laid wreaths at the Core Values statue.

https://twitter.com/canterburynz
https://www.facebook.com/canterbury/
http://tickets.quins.co.uk/PagesPublic/ProductBrowse/VisualSeatSelection.aspx?stadium=TR&product=T16BG8&campaign=&type=H&productsubtype=&productIsHomeAsAway=N
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DELAMERE SCHOOL 
CELEBRATE RUGBY

During Rugby World Cup 2015 , with hundreds of schools 
celebrating the event, pupils at Delamere School in Flixton, 
Manchester, desperately wanted to be part of those celebrations. 

Delamere School is a delightful little primary special school 
for pupils with physical, cognitive and complex needs. As the 
children at the school are unable to physically play the game  
of rugby, different ways of being part of the nation’s festivities 
were explored. 

All the classes adopted one of the competing nations and were 
given task to find out all about their country’s culture, geography 
and art. The children designed T-shirts in their adopted country’s 
colours, with a lot of thought, hard work and marvellous hand 
painting. As many children are physically unable to hold 
paintbrushes, hands became the tools, messy, covered in paint but 
lots of fun and creativity was evident. The T-shirts were displayed 
together with other donated flags and banners in the designated 
Rugby World Cup Fanzone area for all the school to see.

Not only did the school follow the real tournament as it 
progressed, the children took part in different sporting activities 
including a number of adapted games in which each country 
competing to win the Delamere Webb Ellis Trophy. On one of 
his visits to the school Ken Andrews, RFU Council Member for 
Lancashire, donated the Try and Conversion game, and was 
an instant hit. This game consisted of two buckets into which 
the children could throw bean bags to score tries and then 
conversions, enabling all the children to enjoy taking part.

Rose Hutchinson, the PE Co-ordinator at the school said, “It 
was lovely to see all our children take part in our Rugby World 
Cup celebrations. Whether, it was creating the colourful T-shirts 
with their hand painting skills or taking part in the activities with 
the specially made rugby game, the school demonstrated that 
no matter what a child’s ability or disability is, here at Delamere, 
we can look back and say that we were part of the wonderful 
tournament and celebrations of the Rugby World Cup 2015”

A busy weekend at The Lane saw two new teams making their 
debuts. Vale of Lune RUFC had a Vets/Returning Players men’s 
team running out on the Saturday and a Ladies team on the 
Sunday, both playing against other newly-formed teams.

The Vets/Returning Players team emerged from a Facebook 
page set up in late September as a way for ex-players to make 
contact again. They were also invited to watch the 1st team and 
have a good catch up. Community Rugby Coach for Merseryside 
and North Lancashire, Martin Powell, himself a former Vale 
player, suggested a fixture and receiving positive responses set 
about organising opponents, referee etc. 

Martin was among 27 Vale of Lune Vets/Returning Players , 
putting in 25 minutes against a Preston GH Social team, who 
had 25 players. A Vale Vet agreed to ref as he wanted to ‘keep his 
boots on’ and be involved on the day. None of the Vale players 
had played this season, one hadn’t played for 15 years and most 
not for more than eight years.

“It was a really enjoyable day, with the 1st & 4th XV also at 
home, the clubhouse was heaving until past 8pm and it was all the 
talk on Sunday morning, along with several aching bodies,” said 
Martin Powell.

Vale Ladies also featured a member of the Powell family, Martin’s 
wife Vicki, as they played their first home fixture of the year in just their 
second official game when 25 players represented the club. Twelve 
were students from the two local universities Cumbria and Lancaster, 
five were returning players and nine were new to the game. This team 
came from contact coaching sessions... has delivered at the club every 
Tuesday since August, which has seen over 36 players turning out.

Burnley, another new ladies team, took 12 players to the fixture, 
so Vale rotated players to ensure a 15-a-side game was played. A 
return fixture is already being planned and an end of season tour 
for Vale Ladies is being discussed.

“Having 52 players and 2 new teams playing for 1one club is a 
very satisfying feeling!” said Powell.

WORLD RUGBY 
UNDER 20 
CHAMPIONSHIP 
NICOL McCLELLAND
Tickets for the 2016 World Rugby Under 20 Championship in 
Manchester are now on sale, after the official fixture schedule 
and pools were revealed last month.

The world’s best young rugby players will compete in the 
World Rugby U20 Championship, giving fans the chance to see 
the next generation of stars in action.

Hosts England will face Australia, Scotland and Italy in the 
pool stages of the competition, which was last year held in Italy.

Speaking about the competition, which will kick-off on 
Tuesday, June 7 at the AJ Bell Stadium, England U20 head 
coach Ian Peel said:“When it comes to the U20 World 
Championship, history doesn’t matter because it is a completely 
different squad each year.

“We’re just really excited that the current group will get to 
show what they are about against three tough teams. We will 
have played Scotland and Italy prior to the tournament in the 
Six Nations so will have an understanding of what they will 
bring. Then with Australia, it is a great opportunity for these 
boys to play a Southern Hemisphere team – something we don’t 
get to do very often.

Elsewhere, current title holders New Zealand will face fellow 
home nations Wales and Ireland in Pool A. The Baby Blacks 
secured the World Rugby U20 Championship title for the fifth 
time this season, beating England 21-14 in the decider in Italy 
over the summer. 

WORLD RUGBY U20 CHAMPIONSHIP – MANCHESTER, 
JUNE 2016. WHERE HEROES ARE MADE… 
For tickets click here. 
Tickets from £10 for adults, £5 for juniors. 
Pool A: New Zealand, Wales, Ireland, Georgia
Pool B: England, Australia, Scotland, Italy
Pool C : South Africa, France, Argentina, Japan
Match day 1: Tuesday 7 June ; 2: Saturday 11 June; 3: 
Wednesday 15 June; 4: Monday 20 June and 5: Saturday June 25.

VA-VA-VOOM AT VALE OF LUNE

Roisin Neligan-Ayling, has grown up in the shadow of 
Twickenham Stadium. At 14, she is a talented soprano, whose 
singing is supported by her Irish mum Niamh and English 
Twickenham groundsman dad, Ian. Not only was her lovely 
rendition of Ireland’s Call heard at the England v Ireland QBE 
International in September but now she has been invited back 
to sing the Irish anthem again on February 27th when the RBS 6 
Nations kicks off at Twickenham.

Said Roisin, “Standing on the Twickenham pitch tended by my 
dad all my life, with the family there watching, was an amazing 
experience. To sing in the stadium, the atmosphere absolutely 
electric, the fans all standing, was unforgettable and I’m truly 
honoured to be invited back to sing the Irish anthem in February.”

ROISIN RETURNS

http://www.ticketmaster.co.uk/u20champs
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SOS KIT AID TO 
CELEBRATE 500TH BIG 
KIT DELIVERY 

The award-winning SOS Kit Aid rugby charity that recycles 
rugby kit from the UK and Ireland all round the world, will be 
celebrating its 500th kit delivery at the Foreign Office in London 
very soon.

In 14 years SOS Kit Aid, thanks to World Rugby’s continued 
support/sponsorship, and brilliant kit donors in the UK, has 
sent over £5 million pounds worth of quality rugby kit to over 
30 developing rugby countries around the world – including ten 
new ones – mostly in South America this year. That’s enough kit 
for over a quarter of a million disadvantaged youngsters, kit that 
would now be lying rotting in UK landfill sites. It has saved over 
1000+ tonnes of CO2 emissions by recycling kit. 

The recipient countries are very grateful for SOS kit . The 
General Secretary of the Lithuanian Rugby Federation said: “SOS 
Kit Aid has played a major role in the growth of our school and 
development programmes over the years. SOS is a huge support for 
deprived children , new rugby clubs and a great incentive for rugby 
development in our country and has helped create a completely 
different understanding and belief for rugby in Lithuania “

At the recent Rugby World Cup over half the current Georgian 
Rugby team had benefitted from SOS kit and many of the 
Romanian team too. Despite budget cutbacks SOS Kit Aid is 
50% ahead of its 2015 delivery target through big cost cutting 
and finding many free deliveries. Most notably from a wonderful 
collaboration, initially based around the Rugby World Cup, with 
the UK Foreign and Commonwealth Office(FCO). Many High 
Commissions wanted to connect with local native populations 
on the back of the hugely successful Rugby World Cup. SOS 
has supplied 11 High Commissions either through the FCO, or 
from kind contributions of local in-country DHL organisations. 
Big thanks to Phillipa Greenwood – Sporting Opportunities and 
Campaigns Manger at the FCO. 

In 2016 with sevens in the Olympics in Rio there’s likely to be a 
great increase in demand for the game and therefore the services 
of SOS Kit Aid. If you would like to donate kit or money or help 
SOS in any way please contact www.soskitaid.com. Pictured 
are the wonderful women of Ukraine Rugby Federation proudly 
wearing their recently received new SOS kit. 

WRITTLE 
COLLEGE 
LADIES GET 
FIRST TASTE OF 
RUGBY
For the first time in four years Writtle College put together a 
full 15-a-side ladies team… a new generation inspired by the 
recent both the Women’s and Men’s Rugby World Cups.

Writtle College Ladies faced Essex Ladies Seconds in their 
first-ever friendly fixture. The local RFU staff and Essex 
Constituent Body has helped the project by funding the 
affiliation membership with Chelmsford RFC and engaging the 
RFU Community Rugby Coach to lead training sessions. 

 “I’m so proud Writtle College recruited a full team, I do feel 
without the support of the RFU and Essex CB this wouldn’t have 
been possible” says captain Shreen. 

The Dorset & Wilts RFU Senior Cup Final saw North Dorset 
claim the silverware, beating Marlborough 17-16. The Twin 
Counties President John Constable presented team captain 

Stacy Dyer with the Cup. In the Vase Final it was Minety 10-7 
against Lytchett Minster and the Plate was won by Pewsey Vale 
who beat Weymouth & Portland 21-18.

THAT’S THE POINT

A rugby club Treasurer was recently the target of fraudsters purporting to be the club President, with an email requesting a quick 
transfer of several thousands from funds to meet an urgent invoice.

The email exchange was very plausible and, had the Treasurer not insisted on receiving the invoice and to clear the transaction 
with another member of the committee, money may well have been paid out. It appears that this fraud is targeting rugby clubs by 
using their website or perhaps the RFU or county handbook to pick up email addresses.

If your club is targeted in this manner please alert your Constituent Body.

BEWARE PLAUSIBLE FRAUDSTERS
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MATT GOES 
BACK TO UNI
The Conference Cup match between local rivals University 
of Nottingham and Nottingham Trent University, saw Matt O 
Grady return to where it all began for him. 

Since his match officiating journey started at university, Matt has 
officiated at the highest levels of the domestic game and as an up 
and coming official this year saw him as a reserve official in the 
Rugby World Cup for the South Africa v Samoa match at Villa Park.

Matt was officiating the game to support an initiative by 
University of Nottingham to encourage other young people to 
take up the whistle and get the best seat in the house, a quote used 
by Wayne Barnes who was speaking at dinner at the Crowne Plaza 
Hotel in Nottingham during the same week.

Eight students from the University of Nottingham began their 
refereeing journey with their Level 2 refereeing the 15-a-side game 
qualification and by supporting officiating of the University Intra 
Mural rugby fixtures…

Matt said “it was great to be able to support this initiative; I 
thoroughly enjoyed the game though I admit to feeling a little 
nervous at the start. The opportunity to have a Q & A session 
after the game allowed me to answer questions and hopefully 
encourage others to pursue match officiating.”

Player feedback was very positive with one player saying “the 
ref was great and really allowed us to play, but we knew he was 
in control. It has to be the fastest game we’ve played and I was 
certainly blowing a bit towards the end”.

Get closer to the action, with the best seat in the house 
keepyourbootson.co.uk

http://www.keepyourbootson.co.uk
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CONCUSSION 
EDUCATION 
CONTINUES GARETH MILLS
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Sam Montieri is coming to the end of his year working as a Gap Tutor at Solihull School. Having 
attended the school from J1 right through to the Sixth Form, Sam has spent the last academic year 
coaching pupils in various sports.

The eighteen-year-old says: “I already had a Level 2 award in Rugby Coaching but hadn’t led any 
formal sessions.” 

His first opportunity for coaching at Solihull School was helping with preparations for the U15s 
rugby squad’s matches in the Langley Festival. Sam then went on in the Autumn Term to coach 
hockey and rugby as well as Junior School football. 

In the Spring Term, Sam mainly coached cricket across all year groups. “This has been one of 
the best experiences I’ve had. It has let me see the real world of work, and working with others. It’s 
something you could not learn in a classroom or a lecture theatre.”

Sam has accepted a place to study Maths at Cardiff University in September and hopes to 
continuing playing rugby to a high level before settling into a job coaching sport or teaching Maths.

SAM FILLS GAP 
AT SOLIHULL 
SCHOOL 

SCHOOLS AND CLUB 
GET CLOSER
Last month ( November) Surrey RFU facilitated a transition day between two local schools and 
Egham Halloweigians RFC. After some concentrated coaching and promotion within Magna Carta 
School and Thomas Knyvett College, 15 year 7 and year 8 pupils arrived to try club rugby for the 
first time. After a fantastic two-hour coaching session the club laid on free food and drink and a gift 
bag for every player,

Egham Halloweigians Junior section had previously only consisted of an Under 15s team with 
other teams folding due to a number of external factors including flooded pitches and a vandalised 
clubhouse. By introducing these players to the club, it’s hoped to introduce new club teams for  
young players.

For the second successive season all registered professional players, coaches, support staff 
and referees in England will have to complete a mandatory online 20-30 minute concussion 
awareness module. 

This includes all registered players over the age of 18 in Aviva Premiership Rugby, Greene 
King IPA Championship, England Sevens squads and England representative men’s and 
women’s teams. Coaches and support staff to these teams will complete the coaches version of 
the module. 

Everyone completing the course – a collaboration between the Rugby Football Union, 
Premiership Rugby and the Rugby Players’ Association – will be required to do so by  
December 18 2015.

All 1,468 participants successfully completed the module last season and RFU Chief Medical 
Officer Simon Kemp said: “The module has certainly helped improve the overall understanding 
of concussion and the behaviours needed from all groups to manage it effectively. 

“It’s important that we raise the awareness of concussion with those new into the professional 
rugby environment and also reinforce that awareness with those who have done the module 
previously, which is why we are asking all three groups to do the module again this season. 
This is consistent with the feedback we received from the professional game in the summer. 
The interactive module explains what concussion is, what it feels like and how to recognise it, 
as well as highlighting the potential consequences of the injury and the protocols that need to 
be followed to manage it effectively. There is also an end of module assessment that must be 
answered correctly to be deemed to have completed the module.”

Corin Palmer, Premiership Rugby’s Head of Rugby Operations, said: “We have placed a huge 
amount of emphasis on changing the culture towards head injuries and concussion through 
education and we want to continue to build on that.”

“When we started to develop this concussion awareness training, the number one priority was to 
change the culture within the game and working with the team at Premiership Rugby, the RFU and 
the RPA, DeltaNet produced a superb, user-friendly and easy to deliver e-learning resource, which 
has been embraced by everyone in the English professional game – players, coaches and referees.”

RPA Rugby Director Richard Bryan added: “Our primary focus is the process of education 
amongst players, coaches and referees and increasing awareness of concussion and it’s 
symptoms. We have made great progress with the introduction of the module and I have no 
doubt that this will continue.”

The module was shortlisted in three categories of the 2015 E-Learning Awards including: 
· Best e-learning project in the private sector
· Excellence in the production of learning content – private sector
· Best use of e-learning to ensure compliance with external regulations or internal policies
All Aviva Premiership Rugby and Championship medical staff will also undertake additional 

mandatory concussion management training as part of the annual Immediate Care in Sport 
(ICIS) programme. The head injury and concussion section has been updated to reflect recent 
changes in concussion management. 

The Head injury assessment (HIA) has also been extended this season to the A-league  
and Championship.

A version of the education module became available for the community game during the RBS 6 
Nations last season. 

More recently the RFU launched RugbySafe, a programme to ensure safety is at the heart  
of the game. 

RugbySafe provides easily accessible and essential information for everyone in the game, 
providing guidance, standards and actions that clubs need to have in place, and what parents 
and players should expect from their clubs.

For more information visit www.englandrugby.com/concussion.

QUEEN MARY BAA-BAAS
Thanks to a hugely successful first year intake, Queen Mary Rugby Club, who previously struggled 
to field two teams, have pushed the development of a new Barbarians team.

Aimed at players outside their BUCS teams, players returning to the game after a few years off or 
returning from injury, the Barbarians squad made their first appearance at the RFU’s Blackheath Merit 
Festival last month (November). They will continue to use the Merit League system to give playing 
opportunities to a previously un-catered for group, enabling them to make the most of their rugby. 
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Volunteers Lorraine Keen from Woodrush RFC and Phil 
Pittaway from Chipping Sodbury RFC were nominated by their 
respective clubs and CBs for a VIP visit to the Red Arrows 
training base at RAF Scampton, Lincolnshire last month 
(November). They were accompanied by RFU Volunteer 
Engagement Manager Jill Loader. 

Since starting at Woodrush, Lorraine has taken on many roles, 
most recently becoming Secretary to the Seniors. She has been 
pivotal in building the relationships with the RFU as Members 
secretary for the Minis and Juniors, as well as leading on Social 
Spaces funding. 

Phil joined Chipping Sodbury RFC aboutseven7 years ago and 
made an immediate impact, leading the accreditation committee 
to gain ‘Seal of Approval’ for the club. He is now in his third 

season as Chairman of the Mini and Youth Section, having 
made an enormous difference with his ideas, enthusiasm and 
determination. During last season the section recruited around 
an extra ten coaches, all offered courses to develop their skills.

Phil said: “I was rocked on my heels to be nominated for this 
visit and really appreciate the gesture and the opportunity.”

A full day of activities started with a presentation on 
the history and activities of the Red Arrows by one of the 
squadron’s officers, followed by sitting in on the pilots’ pre-
sortie brief, after which a clear weather window allowed a 
stunning view of the aerobatics on display, before enjoying 
lunch with the team and then getting up close to one of the 
Hawk aircraft. Many thanks to the Red Arrows team for making 
this day happen.

RugbySpy Ibiza 10s will host a number of semi-professional 
rugby teams from around the world in 2016, with the introduction 
of an elite men’s and women’s competitions.

Japanese invitational side YCAC Tradition features amongst a 
lineup of international talent secured for the 17-19 June event.

Traditionshare a number of players with 2015 Ibiza 10s 
champions Técnico from Portugal, and will take over the 
responsibility of defending their title.

“We’re looking at bringing an even mix of Portuguese players 
from Técnico and Kiwis, under the banner of Tradition,” said 
captain Kane Hancy, who also plays professionally for Counties 
Manukau in New Zealand.

Tradition are former champions of the Hong Kong 10s and 
finished runners-up to the Tana Umaga-coached Asia Pacific 
Barbarians this year. 

Other elite teams already confirmed include Danish side 
CSR Nanok Sevens and UK invitational side O’Neills Nomads, 
runners-up at this year’s Ibiza 10s.

“We are thrilled to have secured such an impressive line-up 
already for next year’s elite section, with only a few spaces left in 
the 8-team competition,” said event founder Abby Edwards. We 
see this as the first-step towards achieving a landmark event.”

The women’s leg also promises an international flavour 
with teams registered from the UK, Ireland, Norway and The 
Netherlands and more expected.

Tournament ambassador and former England Women’s rugby 
captain Catherine Spencer has been the driving force behind 
attracting a quality line-up of women’s teams, including Blackrock 
College Ladies RFC, who currently sit second on the All Ireland 
Women’s League table.

The 2016 Ibiza 10s will feature an impressive €12,000 prize pot 
across the three competitions, as well as online live streaming, 
professional referees and staff, live music and more; all in the 
5,000 capacity Can Misses Stadium.

For more information, including team’s registration, spectator 
tickets and exclusive accommodation package deals,  
visit www.rugbyspy.com or email info@rugbyspy.co.uk.

ELITE 
INTERNATIONAL 
TEAMS FOR 
IBIZA 10S

TWO FLYING SUCCESS STORIES

IT’S 
BRRRRILLIANT 
AT WILLENHALL
It may have been windy and wintry but 
Willenhall welcomed local All Schools, 
supported by CBRE, to a fun training session 
and quickly signed up new members.

There were 20 Year 7s and 12 Year 8s braving 
the cold for their first club training session at 
Willenhall RFC. This was a follow up to All 
Schools festivals delivered by the All Schools 
coaches the previous fortnight. 

All kids were welcomed with a goodie bag 
and membership forms, with 10 lads signing 
up on the night. They were involved in their 
first games the following Sunday, which could 
well allow the club to start playing two teams 
in certain age groups.  
Exciting times!.

RUGBY AND SONG FOR 
YOUNG KENYANS 
A group from Kenya, Shamas Rugby 
Foundation, were in Bristol recently, with 22 
Under 13s in the playing party.

Shamas uses rugby as a vehicle for social 
change, and works with over 500 kids every 
week. These are all inhabitants of what is 
perhaps the biggest slum township in Africa – 
Mathare. Every Sunday they spend some four 
hours with the Shamas coaches and take time in 
the shade to be taught important life skills. They 
also are provided with a decent meal, in some 
cases most important.

They are sponsored by Azim, am Asian 
Kenyan, and the rugby programme is run 
by Will and Edoardo, the former moving 
with his wife to work for the UN in Burma, 
Edoardo remaining in charge as CEO. 
Former RFU President Bob Reeves is their 
International Ambassador. Gary Townsend, 

rugby development manager at Bristol Rugby, 
also spent a week improving the Shamas 
coaches last June. Gary did most of the work 
in setting up the recent tour. The youngsters 
were hosted by members of Gordano RFC and 
families of youngsters attending St Bedes RC 
Comprehensive. The families were excellent and 
there were tears of sadness who the boys left.

In a five team festival to start the rugby off 
they won one, and drew one on a very cold day. 
They then beat Clifton College Prep by five tries 
to two, in a marvellous game, and then beat St 
Bedes in appalling conditions four tries to two. For 
youngsters who had not seen a rugby ball two years 
ago, the quality of their rugby was terrific.

Bristol Rugby players and coaches gave up time 
to spend with the players, who were all guests at 
that week’s Bristol match, where they sang on the 
pitch at half time, to rapturous applause.

http://www.rugbyspy.com
mailto:http://keepyourbootson.co.uk/?subject=
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A stunning, length-of-the-field team effort scored by Worthing 
Raiders back-rower Jamie Redmayne was voted the inaugural 
Samsung Try of the Season.

The sweeping move, which started in the Worthing 22 and 
passed through 11 pairs of hands, came in the 70th minute of 
December’s clash with Dorking. It helped the Sussex club to 
a thrilling 32-27 victory at Roundstone Lane five days before 
Christmas, sealing what was one of the stand-out games of the 
National Two South campaign.

After scrum half Calum Waters had sparked the attack from 
deep, Worthing’s backs and forwards combined superbly to 
confound the Dorking defence. Eventually Redmayne hit a 
devastating line off the final offload, outstripping one would-be 
tackler before stepping past another to dot down.

Having beaten tries from Barking RFC and Grammar School 
at Leeds into second and third respectively in an online vote, 
Worthing received the ultimate training session led by Jon 
Callard, National Performance Academy Manager & International 
Performance Coach, and England U20 Coach, Ian Peel, with 
England players and Samsung Ambassadors George Ford, Joe 
Launcbury and Jonathan Joseph. Ugo Monye was also there 
supporting.

It was Matt Farnes, a first-team outside back, who entered the 
try into EnglandRugby.com’s monthly competition for December. 
Recovering from a knee injury, he spent a large portion of the 
league season assisting with match-day duties. And while Farnes 
was obviously ecstatic with this new accolade, he could not resist 

a good-natured dig at his teammate.
“Jamie gets quite a lot of stick. He’s known to drop a few simple 

passes and one of his nicknames is ‘Club Hands’ – so the fact that 
he finished it makes it all quite nice.In all seriousness though, 
Jamie is a schoolteacher and he’ll be number one in the classroom 
for a good while. Overall it’s great to get this recognition for what 
was a really good team try.

“This has been an absolutely fantastic competition. Some of the 
entries have been moments of individual brilliance, others have 
been great team tries. They’ve come from all standards – from 
little guys right up to big freaks.

“It wasn’t only the people around Worthing, it was a lot of people 
that got behind our entry. Plenty of others did as well and the boys 
are really chuffed.”

Grand Slam-winning England skipper Will Carling selected the 
try from December’s shortlist before the turn of 2015, highlighting 
the ambition and execution on show.

Continuing to pay tribute to the coaching team of former Ireland 
international Kieron Dawson and ex-Cambridge University blue 
Nick Buoy, Farnes explained that Redmayne’s five-pointer offered 
an insight into Worthing’s fundamental playing philosophy.

“With the work that Kieran and Nick put us through, we really 
think we can score from anywhere. We’ve definitely surprised 
teams over the years with that ability, and Jamie’s try against 
Dorking was one of the better ones.

“There have been some other crackers – I think this winning 
entry was about the second or third time we’d put a video through 

to the competition. In the past we’ve been quite structured 
because there has been a core of players who have been there 
for a long time. We’ve retained that, but we’ve been encouraged 
to express ourselves a bit more – perhaps pushing those passes 
where we can.”

A generous prize of £1,000 worth of Samsung products were 
put to great use by Worthing, who invested in kitting out their 
clubhouse with new television screens.Spectators can now enjoy a 
brilliant atmosphere for international matches, though the action 
on offer outside promises to be thoroughly entertaining over the 
course of 2015/6.

Despite an underwhelming series of results to begin the 
campaign, Dawson’s charges finished in fifth place last season on 
100 points. Having made his long-awaited return to action with 
a 10-minute cameo in the last home game of last term, Farnes 
personifies Worthing’s eagerness to get underway once more.

“Initially we wanted to bounce back up to National One but got 
a really bad start. Then we beat the top two and still thought we 
could have nicked second, but there were a couple of poor results 
after Christmas.

“This year will be tough. A couple of strong teams have come 
down and then there are the sides that finished around us, who 
will all be keen on pushing on. We’ve had the experience of being 
up there before and we’ve won play-offs before, so I think we can 
do it.”

Why not put forward a try from your team at englandrugby.com?

WORTHING RAIDERS WIN SAMSUNG TRY OF THE SEASON
SUZI MURRAY

MAGNIFICENT SEVEN FOR HARTPURY
HARTPURY COLLEGE 39-12 BICTON COLLEGE
Hartpury College made it seven wins in as many seasons in the AASE League with victory over 
Bicton College and director of rugby Alan Martinovic believes past success is driving the team on.

The 39-12 success at Allianz Park keeps Hartpury’s perfect record in the competition alive, as they 
ran in seven tries in all in the final.

Martinovic feels the success the school has already achieved has been one of the key factors in 
inspiring the latest generation of Hartpury players. “There’s always pressure despite our record in 
the AASE League,” he said.“Whoever plays in these finals, there is pressure on them, because no one 
wants to be the first team not to win it.

“It’s definitely an incentive for the players, they’ve seen everyone who has been there before 
and they want to emulate them. Of course there is pressure not to lose it, but that pressure isn’t 
suffocating or they wouldn’t be able to perform.”

Hartpury dominated the first half, leading 17-0 at the break thanks to tries from Rhys Tudor, Robbie 
Smith and Jordan Liney. The first came from a fantastic cross-kick by fly half Robbie Forbes, which 
dropped straight into the hand of winger Tudor.

Centre Smith then added a fine individual score when he broke through and outpaced the covering 
defence before hooker Liney crashed over from close range.

They added four more in the second half, including two for livewire scrum half Harry Randall, and 
although Bicton crossed twice themselves, through Joe Snow and Harry Skinner, there was no way back.

Randall got the first try of the second half with a sniping run after Bicton had lost Louis Groves to 
the sin-bin, but his opposite number Snow responded in kind for Bicton. Another break from Smith set 
up Harry Robinson for Hartpury’s fifth try soon followed by Randall’s second from a tap penalty. No. 8 
Morgan Morris powered his way over late on before a consolation score from Skinner at the death.

“Bicton were were what we expected,” added Martinovic.“They came at us at close quarters and 
they have a very strong forward pack. We knew what to expect, but it’s still not easy to stop. But the 
players were outstanding and we were able to play the game at a high tempo as we intended.

“It’s always hard to compare teams but the team has had a great year and there are lots of positives 
to take from this season. There will be a few players who come back next year as we always try to 
have a mix of players in their final year and those with another still to go. I hope that some of those 
guys who have finished at Under-18 level will be able to continue with one of our other teams.”

http://www.englandrugby.com/
http://www.englandrugby.com/news/wonderful-worthing-effort-lands-samsung-try-the-season/
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BEDFORD SCHOOL 28-21 EPSOM COLLEGE
Bedford School’s director of sport Barry Burgess believes lifting 
the Champions Trophy is a fitting reward for his players’ school 
rugby careers.

Former Bedford pupils and ex-England internationals Andy 
Gomarsall and Martin Bayfield were among those in the crowd at 
Saracens’ Allianz Park on Wednesday as their former school beat 
Epsom College 28-21 in the final.

Burgess’ son Oli, who like many of the Bedford team play for 
Northampton Saints’ Academy, put in a stellar performance at fly-
half as he scored 18 points, including a fine try early in the second 
half, to guide his side to the title.

Barry Burgess said: “I am immensely proud of my team. They have 
worked so hard through pre-season and the rest of the season and 
deserved something like this and the recognition they get from it.

“The way our school programme is, we are not in a league as 
such but in terms of our week-to-week fixtures we have won all of 
our matches this year and the upper sixth team have been very 
successful all the way through the school and missed out on the 
Under-15 NatWest Schools Cup to the eventual winners in a tight 
game so they deserved something like last night as a final reward 

for their school rugby career.”
Northampton Saints winger Faysal Olabooye’s excellent try 

down the left touchline, and three penalties from Burgess, saw 
Bedford race to a 14-3 lead on Wednesday.

But the gap had closed to a solitary point by half-time as with 
just three minutes of the opening period remaining, Epsom’s 
openside flanker James Gulliver, who plays for Harlequins, 
crossed with another good try to make it 14-13.

Burgess regained the initiative just a couple of minutes into the 
second half though when he showed some excellent footwork and 
power before darting over close to the posts.

Epsom were once again more than a converted score away and 
were denied a great chance to reduce the deficit when Bedford’s 
Tunde Adewale stuck out his hand with several men on the 
overlap and was sin-binned for a deliberate knock-on.

Epsom were unable to make the extra man count and although 
captain Niall Saunders did add another penalty, Bedford moved 
agonisingly close to the title from the restart.

Olabooye set Northampton Saints full-back Fraser Dingwall on 
his way and after beating a few men, passed to Phillip Cooper. 

The second row threw an impressive dummy before releasing 
centre Shay Boyd to finish off a superb team move. Burgess’ 
conversion made it 28-16 and four kicks out of five for the day for 
the Man of the Match winner.

Gulliver did power over for his second try of the game with the 
final attack of the contest but the Bedford victory had already 
been secured.

Burgess added: “The win meant a massive amount to the 
players. To play on that stage in front of a relatively big crowd for 
a schoolboys match is a huge thing for them and adds pressure.

“I think the pressure showed with both teams but to come out 
on top is a huge credit to the preparation they put in and the 
commitment and desire in the performances yesterday.

“We put our heart and soul into it. In terms of our attack we 
have played better and the boys would recognise that. But playing 
in a stadium like that and in front of a reasonably big crowd, I 
was pretty pleased with the performance itself – but then a lot of 
people would say I find a negative in something always.

“We could have been better in attack but the desire and 
commitment was excellent.I am really proud of the boys.”

OLI BURGESS HELPS BEDFORD 
LIFT CHAMPIONS TROPHY

WORLD RUGBY MUSEUM’S  
250% VISITOR INCREASE 

SUZI MURRAY

7000 VISITORS VISIT THE WORLD RUGBY MUSEUM 
IN RECORD BREAKING TWO MONTH PERIOD

The World Rugby Museum, located at Twickenham 
Stadium and home to the world’s finest collection of rugby 
memorabilia, with over 25,000 iconic objects, dating back 
to the start of the game today announced record breaking 
visitor numbers, welcoming 7,000 from more than 50 
countries countries in the two month period of the 2015 
Rugby World Cup. 

With a 250% increase in visitor numbers during September 
and October 2015, compared to the same time period in 2014, 
numbers peaked on 28th October, the Museums busiest day 
in its history, with 780 visitors experiencing the stadium tour 
and museum in one day. The museum has experienced an 
overall increase in visitor numbers across every month of 
2015, when compared with 2014. 

World Rugby Museum curator, Mike Rowe said: ‘We 
are delighted to have welcomed 7,000 rugby fans to the 
museum throughout the Rugby World Cup period and to 

have received such positive feedback from visitors. The Museum team and volunteer tour guides have worked incredibly hard over the past few months to 
ensure that visitors had the best possible experience during their time at the museum. The Rugby World Cup created a unique atmosphere of enjoyment 
and camaraderie amongst the visitors, staff and the volunteer tour guides and we are delighted to have been a part of this in showcasing the unique history 
of the sport to so many during this time and hope to continue to do so in 2016 and beyond.”

Since 2013 the World Rugby Museum has benefitted from major investment, undergoing a contemporary re-brand for the world’s finest collection of 
rugby artefacts. The collection of unique footage of rugby’s most memorable moments has vastly been expanded and inclusion of an interactive ‘Play 
Rugby’ zone. The museum’s award-winning educational facilities are also integrated into its permanent galleries.

To book your World Rugby Museum and Stadium Tour, visit englandrugby.com/museum or follow @wrugbymuseum 
Or why not give vouchers for Christmas email: museum@rfu.com 

McCRACKEN 
TIME AT 
NORTHERN
Northern FC in Newcastle Upon Tyne’s 
McCracken Park are celebrating the 
impact of Rugby World Cup 2015 on 
the club. Thanks to the RFU’s Return 
to Rugby campaign and the world 
tournament, they had enough players 
to put out four senior teams, having 
struggled two years ago to get two teams 
out and losing their Colts team. They are 
now looking to run U17 and U18 Colts 
next season.

Said Steve Grainger Development 
Director for the RFU. “This is a fantastic 
achievement and one which is reflected 
to a greater or lesser extent in many of 
our grass roots clubs. The secret now 
is hanging on to those players coming 
back to the game or taking it up for the 
first time. I’ve no doubt that the welcome 
they receive at Northern and similar 
community clubs will do much to keep 
them on board.” 

http://www.englandrugby.com/twickenham/world-rugby-museum/
https://twitter.com/wrugbymuseum?ref_src=twsrc^google|twcamp^serp|twgr^author
mailto:museum%40rfu.com?subject=


CLUBS BENEFIT FROM RUGBY 
WORLD CUP 2015 LEGACY
RUGBY CLUBS ACROSS ENGLAND AND WALES ARE BENEFITING FROM THE LEGACY OF RUGBY WORLD 
CUP 2015 THROUGH THE DISTRIBUTION OF EQUIPMENT USED DURING THE TOURNAMENT. 

Working closely with the RFU and WRU to ensure that as many clubs as possible benefit, 392 clubs in England and 45 clubs in Wales were offered equipment used at the 
venues, ranging from tables and chairs to fencing, lockers and bar furniture.

Managing Director of England Rugby 2015, Steve Brown, said: “We are pleased to be able to leave a Tournament legacy for clubs, schools and Team Bases around the 
country. When purchasing all the equipment, we made sure that we had a future use in mind to minimise waste, from rugby balls to medical equipment. I hope that this will 
help benefit grassroots rugby in England and Wales.”

The 42 Team Bases used during the Tournament have also benefited by being able to keep the pitch kit and equipment brought in for the teams. On top of that, 30 of the 
Team Bases received training equipment used by the teams.

RFU Rugby Development Director Steve Grainger said: “It was important at the outset that our rugby clubs were given the opportunity to benefit from furniture, fittings and 
equipment used during the Tournament. We are delighted to see it being put to good use already by so many clubs up and down the country from traffic cones and bar stools 
in Bodmin, Cornwall to Tensa barriers and folding tables at Acklam in North Yorkshire.”

The RFU’s Kick Start schools (22 schools within a mile of Twickenham signed up to the programme) were given banners, bunting, stationery, ruck sacks, caps, T-shirts and 
literature prior to the semi-finals to feel part of the celebration of rugby.

Group Chief Executive of the Welsh Rugby Union, Martyn Phillips, said: “Delivering eight high-quality spectator events as part of a record-breaking Rugby World Cup 
is something we’re incredibly proud of at the WRU. This strong profile for rugby is something we continue to work on to ensure we get more people, and new people, 
involved in the game. The recycling initiative for rugby clubs is a great example of a legacy project which aims to reward the support community clubs with access to the 
best facilities.”

A quantity of equipment has also been given to the RFU for use during next year’s World Rugby U20 Championship in Manchester next year.

The umpire chairs used by volunteers outside venues were manufactured in green and have been given to the Lawn Tennis Association for distribution to tennis clubs. 

World Rugby has used match balls and other assets in their memorabilia programme to allow fans to get a piece of the Tournament.

Medical equipment used during the Tournament will also be distributed to grassroots rugby clubs.

10

England’s men made it to the final of the Emirates Airline Dubai 
Sevens but were undone 28-17 by an impressive Fijian side, while 
the women finished third after a final minute try in sudden death 
extra time for a 10-5 victory over France.

Simon Amor’s side progressed to the final in dramatic fashion 
beating USA 24-19 in stoppage time and nudging past Argentina 
14-7 in the final minute of the quarters. He said: “I’m disappointed 
that we lost the final but certainly not with how we went about 

SILVER AND BRONZE IN DUBAI SEVENS

it – the squad gave it everything. We have some young and 
inexperienced guys playing in their first big tournament and I’m 
delighted with the effort that they put in and their attitude.”

Securing third place the women, Michaela Staniford ran the 
length of the field to give England a 5-0 before France equalising in 
the 14th minute sent the game into five minutes of additional time. 
Having come from behind to beat Canada 17-12, fighting back from 
12-0 down against Russia, only to be denied a final place by the last 

play  and a 19-12 loss. The squad were elated when Heather fisher 
clinched third place with a try in the dying moments. 

The women’s GB Select side, which included two nominated 
players from both Wales and Scotland, won their international 
invitational tournament, beating France Development Women 
31-5 in the final, while The Royals, made up of Sevens Academy 
and Development Squad players won their Invitational Plate final 
21-19 against Apache.

EMMA KENNEDY
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ALL I WANT 
FOR 
CHRISTMAS 
IS A NEW TV!
SUZI MURRAY
‘Tis the season to turn on the telly and if yours is past its best 
why not take advantage of Samsung’s TV discount offer?

As a proud partner of England Rugby, Samsung are 
committed to supporting rugby at all levels from grassroots 
to England Rugby fans across the UK and they are delighted 
to be able to offer England Rugby debenture holders fantastic 
discounts on a selection of their commercial televisions. 

The screens on offer have key product benefits making them 
hardwearing and are warrantied for up to 16 hours use per day 
for two years! See below the unbeatable prices – don’t miss 
out!

TV Size Rrp Discounted % Discount
  Price
32” Screen £246 £186 24% off!
40” Screen £516 £276 47% off!
55” Screen £1,152 £582 50% off!

To benefit from this offer, visit:
shop.samsung.com
Samsung are also offering 10% off all TV accessories. 
For 10% off please use the click here promotional code.

If you need help with installation services, get in touch on: 
businessuk@samsung.com or businessIE@samsung.com

For further offers and news visit:
www.facebook.com/SamsungSport or  
Twitter @SamsungSport 

Offer available until at least  
31st December 2015 or until stocks last

At Twickenham’s Barbarians v Argentina match a moment’s silence was observed both for the 
victims of the Paris terror attack and to pay tribute to Jona Lomu. 

Said RFU President, Jason Leonard, “It was with huge sadness that we at the Rugby Football 
Union learned of the death of New Zealand rugby legend Jonah Lomu.

“Jonah was famous the world over, not just for his 37 international tries but for inspiring a 
generation. To have him in England for Rugby World Cup 2015 was a privilege. He was much 
loved and will be missed by rugby fans everywhere. Our thoughts are with his wife Nadene, his two 
sons, family and friends.”

TWICKENHAM BIDS FAREWELL TO JONAH

RFU INJURED 
PLAYERS 
FOUNDATION
With this month’s Touchline clubs will receive an RFU Injured Players Foundation brochure, 
highlighting the fantastic work of the charity and heartwarming stories of clients’ achievements.

 Why not support the RFU Injured Players Foundation in 2016? They have guaranteed 
places in the following races alongside quiz packs and curry night packs for all of your club.

 Silverstone Half Marathon – 13th March
Virgin Money London Marathon (limited spaces left) – 24th April 2016
Bupa London 10,000 – 30th May 2016
Prudential Ride London 100 – 31st July 2016
Cyclothon UK – 8th Sept 2016
  For futher information contact the IPF team at ipf@therfu.com  
or by phone on 02088317660

RFU ENERGY CLUB 
YOU’D BE MAD NOT 
TO JOIN!
MAKE IT YOUR NEW YEAR RESOLUTION…..
The RFU has set up a scheme whereby a specialist adviser 
can come into your club, assess needs and costs and find the 
very best deal to save you money.

Currently, in its pilot phase, the scheme has 15 clubs signed 
up and they will have saved almost £40,000 on their gas and 
electric bills between them for their first year’s involvement.

The plan now is to involve as many clubs as possible, so that 
when their new contracts reach a common end date a single 
collective energy contract can be agreed for all clubs signed 
up. This is where savings go stratospheric!

Bulk often matters in rugby, so why not get together with 
other clubs so that bulk purchasing brings everyone the best 
possible savings?

Watch this space to see how the totaliser builds over 
coming months.

FOR AN INFORMAL CHAT WITH NO 
COMMITMENT, GET IN TOUCH WITH ZTP 

EITHER BY EMAILING RUGBY@ZTPUK.COM 
OR BY CALLING 0203 356 2860

http://shop.samsung.com/uk/ng/rfu-special-offers/c/RF
http://shop.samsung.com/uk/ng/tv-av/tv-av-accessories/c/AC04
http://www.facebook.com/SamsungSport
https://twitter.com/samsungsport
mailto:ipf%40therfu.com?subject=
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THE RUGBY FOOTBALL UNION WOULD LIKE TO THANK 
THE FOLLOWING WHO GENEROUSLY SUPPORT THE GAME

LEWIS MOODY HELPS LAY 
FOUNDATIONS WITH NATWEST 
RUGBYFORCE 2016
CHARLOTTE HARWOOD
England Rugby legend and Rugby World Cup 2003 winner, Lewis 
Moody kicked off NatWest RugbyForce 2016 at Market Harborough 
RUFC. The former Leicester Tigers and Bath flanker spent an 
afternoon with the club taking part in a training session and 
showcasing how the nationwide initiative helps clubs up and down 
the country attract new members and become more sustainable.

Market Harborough is one of 653 clubs who benefitted from 
NatWest RugbyForce 2015. NatWest RugbyForce supports 
grassroots clubs by providing those who enter with the 
opportunity to attend free workshops, organise their volunteer 
weekend, receive financial support and join pitch maintenance 
sessions with the RFU’s head groundsman Keith Kent. The aim is 
to provide guidance, assistance and encouragement to help rugby 
clubs utilise local support to improve their facilities and in turn 
help inspire younger generations to play for years to come.

Market Harborough used the support of NatWest RugbyForce 
to carry out key upgrades and improvements to the club’s 
facilities. The main focus was to improve the patio which is the 
club’s focal external social area. The new and improved patio has 

enhanced the reputation of the club by providing a pleasant social 
area for all including local schools. Seating and tables has been 
provided so that families and younger members can sit outside to 
eat, drink or enjoy the rugby therefore enhancing their experience. 

Lewis Moody said “Grassroots rugby clubs are the heart of local 
communities – they are also the foundations for helping continue 
to build the future of England Rugby. With rugby currently at the 
forefront of people’s mind, there is no better time for clubs to use 
available funding and support from NatWest RugbyForce to make 
their club more sustainable, and guarantee its legacy for the next 
generation.” 

President of Market Harborough RUFC, Mike King said: 
“NatWest RugbyForce has benefitted the whole club from our 
under 15s squad to our groundsman who has been a member 
for 60 years. It has given everyone the chance to be involved in 
making their club more sustainable and ensure it remains at the 
heart of the community.” 

Lee Bailey, NatWest Sponsorship Manager said “NatWest 
RugbyForce helps the club members work together to improve 

facilities and reap the benefits that ultimately maintains the 
community that only a rugby club can bring. Market Harborough 
RUFC has served the local community for many years and 
through its involvement with NatWest RugbyForce, we are 
pleased it will continue to thrive for many years to come.”

Rugby clubs across the country can now register to be part of 
the NatWest RugbyForce programme by visiting  
www.englandrugby.com/natwestrugbyforce. 

Registration is open until 14th February 2016. Clubs must 
explain in words what they would like to do with the funding, how 
the project can help your club improve, and describe how your 
club will use NatWest RugbyForce weekend to involve your local 
community and attracts new members. NatWest RugbyForce 
Weekend 2016 will take place on 25th and 26th June 2016.

200 clubs that register before 14th February 2016 will have 
the opportunity to take part in a new and improved programme 
of free workshops across the country, as well as being in with 
a chance of receiving financial support, mentoring from key 
England Rugby figures and a host of exciting prizes.
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