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ENGLAND COACHING
CONTRACTS EXTENDED
DAVE BARTON
The RFU has extended the contract of England
Head Coach Stuart Lancaster until 2020.
And in a ringing endorsement of Lancaster
and his coaching team, Backs Coach Andy
Farrell, Forwards Coach Graham Rowntree
and Attacking Skills Coach Mike Catt
have also been contracted to the end of the
2019‑20 season.
RFU Chief Executive Ian Ritchie said: “We
are lucky to have a talented, committed and
passionate coaching group.
“Coaching at international level is unique
in that the time Stuart and the coaches have
with the players is limited and in that regard it
requires a special and stable coaching team. We
therefore felt it important to secure their long-

term future and we believe this is entirely the
right decision for the future of England Rugby.”
Lancaster said: “It’s great that the RFU has got
faith in us as a coaching group and its support
has been critical to what we have achieved
to date.
“While our focus is now on the QBE
International against New Zealand, and the
2015 World Cup on home soil will be a once-in-a
lifetime opportunity, we want to build a team
for England Rugby that leads into Japan in 2019
and beyond.
“We believe that England Rugby is moving in
the right direction, we have the right coaching
and management team to take us forward and
are excited about the challenge ahead.”

PRINCE HARRY HONORARY PRESIDENT FOR 2015

With One Year to Go to Rugby World Cup 2015, Prince Harry
was appointed as Honorary President of England Rugby 2015,
the Organising Committee delivering Rugby World Cup 2015.
Prince Harry is a keen rugby fan, and Vice Patron of the
Rugby Football Union and Patron of the RFU’s Injured Players
Foundation and All Schools programme. In his role as Honorary
President of England Rugby 2015, the Prince will play an
important role in welcoming the 20 qualifying nations to Rugby
World Cup 2015.

England Rugby 2015 CEO, Debbie Jevans, commented:
“We are delighted to announce that Prince Harry has agreed
to be our Honorary President. The Prince is a great rugby fan
and recently inspired us all with the Invictus Games. We have
no doubt that he will help us achieve our aim of staging a
tournament that reaches out to new and existing rugby fans.
International Rugby Board and Rugby World Cup Limited
Chairman, Bernard Lapasset, added: “One year to go is a major
milestone on the road to a Rugby World Cup that promises to be
a very special and record-breaking global celebration of Rugby
and the host nation.
“Rugby World Cup 2015 is on track to be the best-attended,
most viewed and most-engaged with Tournament to date,
furthering the growth and development of rugby worldwide.”
Minister for Sport and Tourism, Helen Grant, said: “I am
delighted with the progress that the England Rugby 2015 team
are making with one year to go until the start of the Tournament.
Prince Harry will be a fantastic Honorary President for the
competition, with his great love of the sport and his experience
putting on a fantastic Invictus Games.
“Rugby World Cup 2015 will further build on this country’s
excellent reputation for putting on major sporting events.
It will leave a great legacy for the sport, boost tourism and help
grow the economy.”
RFU Chief Executive Ian Ritchie said:” With a year to go
to the Tournament, the RFU is determined that hosting the
Tournament will enable us to grow rugby in England and to
create a meaningful legacy for the game. With that in mind, we
are already investing and activating in a variety of key areas. I
cannot think of anyone more appropriate than Prince Harry, who
loves his rugby, to be Honorary President of England Rugby
2015 to help us achieve that objective.”

NATWEST RUGBYFORCE IS
BACK BIGGER & BETTER!
PAULA ROWE

NatWest RugbyForce 2015 will be helping rugby clubs the length
and breadth of the country to get ready to open their clubhouses
and be the place to watch England take on the best in the world.
This is an opportunity to get behind England, help clubs attract new
members and become stronger and more sustainable for the future.
Now in its third year, NatWest RugbyForce will invite clubs to be
part of something special with England Rugby. The programme has
been extended to run from 9th October 2014 to 31st October 2015
and we want to have a record number of clubs taking part.
It pays to sign up early for NatWest RugbyForce this year: 350
clubs registering before 11th January 2015 will have the opportunity
to take part in a new and improved programme of free workshops
across the country, as well being in with a chance of receiving
financial support, ‘Get Behind England’ packs with goodies to
transform your clubhouse and a host of exciting prizes. For more
information and to register your club for NatWest RugbyForce 2015
click here.
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JONNY AMBASSADOR FOR ENGLAND RUGBY’S ALL SCHOOLS
VERITY WILLIAMS
England Rugby recently unveiled 2003 World Cup winner
Jonny Wilkinson as an ambassador for All Schools. He joins
programme supporters including Jason Leonard, Maggie
Alphonsi, Andi Peters and Ben Shephard.
Accompanied by Women’s Rugby World Cup winner Emily
Scarratt, Jonny went to Streatham-Croydon RFC to meet
students and teachers from 14 local schools at various stages in
the programme.
This appointment follows the recent announcement of leading
commercial property and real estate services advisor CBRE as
Principal Partner of All Schools.
During his visit, Jonny took part in a Canterbury Kit Design
Workshop alongside students and teachers from the six schools
new to All Schools for 2014/2015, all of whom learnt about the
history of the shirt and designed bespoke kits for their school.
As well as creating his own shirt design, Jonny spoke about what
it means to be part of a team, the importance of the shirt and what

playing for his school, clubs and England meant to him, before
heading out to the pitch to help coach students from the other
schools during a rugby festival.
All Schools aim is to have 400 new secondary state schools
in England playing rugby union by next year’s World Cup and
750 schools by 2019. One hundred new schools have joined the
programme this year, taking the total number of schools in All
Schools to 300.
Jonny Wilkinson said: “It’s been great to meet some of the
students and teachers who are benefitting from All Schools. I felt
strongly about getting involved with the programme, as I think
it will make a difference to people and communities across the
country.
“Rugby’s not just running around chasing a ball, it is about being
part of a team and changing your life. As I’ve seen here today, it
can have such a positive impact and energy for so many people. In
rugby there’s a place for everyone – big, small, thinker, grafter, slow

or quick. Everyone in the team is equal and you can all bring your
own personality. I think as well, that realisation that you are part of
something bigger, the values, it makes you a better person”
Mark Saltmarsh, RFU Head of Education Development said:
“Jonny is a fantastic role model for young people and really
embodies all rugby’s core values. To have him involved as an
ambassador for All Schools means a great deal to us. There’s
been a great reaction from students and teachers alike today and
I think that’s contributed to everyone having a fantastic time
playing our great game.”
Also attending the event was Minister for Children and Families
Edward Timpson, who said: “We want to create a world class
education system that gives children all the skills they need to
succeed in modern Britain. Rugby can help instil confidence,
discipline and determination in young people so I’m delighted
the All Schools programme is giving so many young people the
chance to take up the sport.”

CHANCE TO WATCH ENGLAND’S RISING STARS
STEFAN CURTIS
REIGNING world champions England Under 20 will kick off
their home 2015 Six Nations campaign at Plymouth Albion
RFC against Italy on February 13.
They then join forces with England Women to host Scotland
in a double header at Darlington Mowden Park on March 13,
before facing France at the Brighton American Express
Community Stadium on March 20.
England last visited Plymouth on their way to the 2013 Six
Nations title, beating Scotland 15-6, but head to Darlington
and Brighton for the first time. All games will be shown live on
Sky Sports.
The France fixture in Brighton will hold extra significance as
it will be the first ever rugby union game to be played at the
stadium ahead of it hosting two matches (South Africa v Japan,
Samoa v USA) at Rugby World Cup 2015.
Darlington Mowden Park and Plymouth Albion have
also been confirmed as part of the Team Base programme
for Rugby World Cup 2015, hosting New Zealand and
Namibia respectively.
England’s Six Nations record over recent years is impressive.
After winning a Grand Slam in 2011, with the likes of George
Ford and Owen Farrell in the ranks, further titles followed in
2012 and 2013 before France took the trophy last year.
Head Coach Jon Callard (right) said: “We’re looking forward
to getting the season underway. While we have retained a strong
core of last season’s squad, there is some really exciting talent
coming through.
“The work that the regional academies do with the players
is excellent and that partnership is helping us perform well at
the highest level. The Six Nations is a real opportunity for us
to showcase some exciting talent up and down the country.

2

TOUCHLINE – OCTOBER 2014

We played in Northampton and Newcastle last season, and we
are at three new venues this season – it’s great to be able to take
the Under 20s on the road and tap into these new audiences.”
“To have the opportunity to play the first ever game of rugby
at the Brighton American Express Community Stadium is great
for the game and we hope the community really get behind the
match, especially in the lead up to this being used as a match
venue at Rugby World Cup 2015.” from

ENGLAND UNDER 20
SIX NATIONS FIXTURES
Saturday, February 7
Wales U20 v England U20
Colwyn Bay, kick-off TBC

Friday, February 13

England U20 v Italy U20
Plymouth Albion, kick-off 7.45pm
Live on Sky Sports
Ticket office: 01752 565064

Friday, February 27

Ireland U20 v England U20
Venue and kick-off TBC

Friday, March 13

England U20 v Scotland U20
Darlington Mowden Park, kick-off 5.30pm
Live on Sky Sports
(& England Women v Scotland Women, kick off 7.35pm)
Ticket office: 01325 350267

Friday, March 20

England U20 v France U20
Brighton American Express Community Stadium,
kick‑off 7.55pm
Live on Sky Sports
From October 10 tickets are available here

THE DAILY MIRROR
PRIDE OF SPORT
AWARDS
This year will be the inaugural Daily Mirror ‘Pride of British
Sport’ awards, run in partnership with Sport England, which
aim to recognise excellence and innovation across all sports
from the top level to the grassroots. The awards include
categories such as Coach/Manager of the Year, Local
Hero Award and Volunteer of the Year, and have a strong
community focus, so this is an opportunity to nominate a
club, team or individual that you feel deserves recognition.
All nominations need to be made no later than Friday 24th
October to be considered for the 2014 awards, so don’t delay
and make your nomination today.
Click here for the nomination form and further details.
Winners will be announced at a prestigious awards
ceremony, hosted by a famous sports personality, at the
Grosvenor House Hotel, on Wednesday 3rd December 2014.
If you submit a nomination it would be helpful if you could
email recognition@therfu.com a copy.

MATT STEVENS BACK
TO TAKE ON AUSTRALIA

Matt Stevens is one of seven South Africa-based forwards
called up by the Barbarians to take on Australia at Twickenham
Stadium on November 1. Head Coach Sir John Kirwan wants to
give the Wallabies a Test class examination in the Killik Cup
match before his side takes on Leicester Tigers at Welford Road
on November 4.
He will draw on the experience of the former England prop
Stevens, who joined the Sharks from Saracens this summer,
along with 2007 World Cup winner CJ Van der Linde (Eastern
Province Kings) and Cheetahs duo Coenie Oosthuizen and
Heinrich Brussow. Wallabies wing Nick Cummins will also be
a member of the Barbarians squad.
The three uncapped players named are teenage prop Thomas
Du Toit (Sharks), flanker Michael Rhodes (Stormers) and veteran
back row Jacques Botes. Stevens is set for potentially his last
appearance at Twickenham in a career that saw him capped 44
times by England before retiring from international rugby in 2012.
Stevens said: “I’ve always wanted to play for the Barbarians
- it’s one of the brilliant traditions of the game. I’m back at
Twickenham as well so there will definitely be nostalgic for me.
It is a fantastic place.”
The Barbarians v Australia kicks off at 2:30pm on November 1.
Tickets from £30 for adults and £15 for juniors (U16)
available here or by calling 0844 847 2492.

COMMONWEALTH GAMES ENGLAND
TO BE CHAIRED BY IAN METCALFE
Ian Metcalfe, the Chair of
the Professional Game Board
is to become the new Chair
of Commonwealth Games
England (CGE), succeeding Sir
Andrew Foster.
Metcalfe, a double Cambridge
Rugby Blue, is the former
managing partner of Wragge
& Co, one of the UK’s leading
law firms. He played rugby for
Sale and Moseley, captaining
the latter between 1985 and

1987. He toured New Zealand
with England in 1985 and also
represented the Barbarians. He
joined the RFU Council in 2006
and has held senior roles since
2007, serving on the Boards of
the RFU and of ER 2015, the
organising body for the 2015
Rugby World Cup. He has a
wide interest in a variety of
sports and is a Vice President
of Moseley Rugby Club.
Ian Metcalfe, said: “I am

honoured to succeed Sir
Andrew as Chairman of
Commonwealth Games
England. I was lucky enough
to attend the Glasgow Games
and saw first-hand the passion
that Team England embodies.
I look forward to leading CGE
to the Commonwealth Youth
Games in Samoa in 2015 and
St Lucia in 2017, and the next
Commonwealth Games in the
Gold Coast, Australia, in 2018.”

FALCONS’ LOCAL COMMUNITY
BENEFIT FROM NEW 3G PITCH

CHRIS HUDSON
RUGBY clubs across the north east and
Cumbria are to benefit from a fantastic
new community facility - with Newcastle
Falcons making their state-of-the-art 3G
pitch available for 100 hours of free use
per season.
The Kingston Park surface, installed by
leading synthetic pitch specialists SIS
Pitches, was completed in August 2014.
It will be utilised by the Falcons first
team, Academy and age group squads
for training and games. There are also
plans for local clubs to use the pitch via
the club’s new Community Connections
Programme, as well as schools,
universities and other community groups.

Mike Barnett, RFU Area Manager, said:
“As an RFU development team we are
very excited about the opportunities for
our community clubs, schools, colleges
and universities to have access to
premiership facilities. We are delighted
that the Falcons have installed a state
of the art synthetic pitch and opening it
to the community can only help rugby
participation in the area. ”
Falcons Community Foundation
Director Mel Magee added: “We are very
pleased to be able to offer the regional
RFU team and Constituent Bodies
(Northumberland, Durham and Cumbria)
access to the new pitch. We are sure that it

will assist them in their efforts to develop
rugby in the north east and Cumbria and
enhance the good work they are already
doing.
“Newcastle Falcons have always
enjoyed an excellent working relationship
with Northumberland, Durham and
Cumbria Constituent Bodies. If they
can use pitch time to get more people
involved up to and beyond the Rugby
World Cup then the sport will grow and
ultimately we will see benefits here at
the Falcons.”
Any groups interested hiring the pitch
should email pitchenquiries@newcastlefalcons.co.uk or call 0191 214 2866.

ENGLAND WIN
EUROPEAN
SEVENS IN
MANCHESTER
NICOL McLELLAND

It was a tight-knit England squad that
landed the Cup at the European Sevens
Grand Prix Series event in Manchester,
according to a prolific Tom Bowen.
Bowen scored four tries across the
weekend, including one in the final, as
England saw off a resilient French team
to win 28-21. They had to come from
behind twice to beat France and lift the

trophy, while Scotland and Portugal
also took home silverware with the
Plate and the Bowl respectively.
“We came here to win the
tournament,” said Bowen. “There’s
not many of us, so when you spend so
much time together, especially on these
tours, you become really good friends
and it makes you perform better.”
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THEIR NAMES STAND HIGH
ON ROLL OF HONOUR
Cheltenham Rugby Club’s 125th anniversary
year coincides with the anniversary of a
hundred years since the start of the First
World War and the ten club players who gave
their lives are being particularly remembered
through a new memorial at Newlands Park
Today’s young players at the club are very
aware of the sacrifice of those of a century ago.
A photo montage of pictures and biographical
detail has pride of place on the clubhouse
wall, together with details of those who died in
World War II.
In 1914 Cheltenham, like many other rugby
clubs, started a recruitment drive. Their club
President, Captain Peake, headed it and,
entrusted with recruiting, had been gazetted
Major in the Royal Engineers. As the rank
would have kept him in England, he took a
voluntary reduction of rank to that of Captain
to ensure he stayed with his men when they
were sent abroad.
All the players who died were Cheltenham
men. Most served with the Gloucestershire
Regiment or the Machine Gun Corps. John
Brain, Thomas Crisp, Arthur Hayling,
Frank Hill, John Hutchinson, William
Mills, Daniel Sullivan, William
Young, Fred Wixey and Harry
Tandy typified young rugby
players in their 20s and early 30s,
who died in France, Gallipoli, in
Prisoner of War camps.
Fred Wixey joined the
Gloucesters soon after the war
began and was reported missing
on July 3. He was, said a local
newspaper ”one of the rough and
ready forwards always in the thick
of the fray”

He and Daniel Sullivan were among the first
Cheltenham on the 1905 tour. Gallaher died
from the club to die “The news of the loss of
alongside Cheltenham players when fighting
two such fine players as Sullivan and Wixey
with the ANZAC troops in France.
will be received with the deepest regret
New Zealand’s President Ian MacRae
by members of the Cheltenham
will visit Newlands Park before the
Club, and their names
England v All Black Twickenham
will stand high on the
Test, to be there when the
roll of honour of the
club opens an exhibition
popular Red and
remembering that 1905 tour and
Blacks,” said the
the sacrifices made by players.
newspaper report.
If your club is remembering
Together with their
players who died in the First
eight team mates and
World War and would like to
comrades they still do.
feature in Touchline please email
Cheltenham are also about
patriciamowbray@rfu.com
to remember another player,
and copy Hannah barrett@rfu.com,
David
the New Zealand captain David
who is coordinating the RFU’s
Gallaher
Gallaher, who led the team against
commemoration strategy.

STEVENAGE BOYS ENJOY BEST OF BOTH
Stevenage Town RFC under
12s embarked on a unique
venture for the 2014/15
season – unique because
Stevenage is the only rugby
club in Hertfordshire, and
possibly even England,
affiliated to both the RFU
and the FA.
Most of their U12s have
played both rugby and
football for a number of
years but had to choose
between the two with
football at under 12s in
Hertfordshire played on
Sunday mornings. So, to give
them every opportunity to
continue to play both sports,
the club joined the Bedford
Youth Saturday Football

League and became affiliated
to the FA.
Now the boys can continue
to play the sport they enjoy
with the friends they have
made, with the rugby team
sponsored by GPH Systems
Ltd and the football team
by Dominate Fitness. And
they are keen to get more
youngsters out and active
at weekends so an open
morning for Stevenage Town
RFC last month (September)
featured a morning of taster
sessions and skill clinics.
Why not discover more here
www.stevenagerugby.com
or e-mail juniors@
stevenagerugby.com.

MATSON RAISES THE ROOF
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DEREK’S
STOW LIGHT
FANTASTIC
Everyone at Stow on the Wold RFC wanted to
pay tribute to Derek Thomas as he retired from
his role of PE teacher at the Cotswold School
at Bourton on the Water. A dyed in the wool
Gloucester man, who trained in Cardiff, Derek
retired in the summer after a 40 year career in
teaching, playing and organising rugby.
Always prepared to go beyond the call of duty
or official school hours for rugby playing pupils
from both his own school and many others,
Derek’s many years’ association with Stow RFC
most recently involved an enormous amount
of time organising a unique schools’ rugby
tournament.
When Stow RFC, high in the Cotswolds,
levelled their hillside pitches and installed
floodlights in 1998, Derek put in a claim for his
school under 16s to play under lights. After a
meeting with the late John Wright and Alec
Jones, a floodlit after-school tournament for the
under 16s was launched.

Fifteen years on, the Three Counties U16
Floodlit Cup runs from mid-October through till
Easter when the plate and the final are played as
a curtain raiser to a Stow RFC league game in
front of a large and noisy crowd.
Derek has run the competition since its outset.
It has grown and grown and the quality of the
teams participating has improved thanks to
Derek and sports staff colleagues. Sou’westers
sweeping up the Bristol Channel and, blowing
snow and hail across Stow pitch, do little to deter
‘Derek’s Boys’ from playing through the winter
months on a Tuesday or Thursday evening.
Young players from Gloucestershire,
Warwickshire and Oxfordshire have loved
competing and Gloucester & District Society of
Referees have been there to officiate. As Derek
set off to see old rugby playing pals in New
Zealand recently, Stow RFC and many current
and former U16 players and coaches hoped he
would have fun but hurry back.

PAULA ROWE
Matson Rugby Club recently celebrated the
completion of a new £ 117,000 roof, thanks to an
£37,500 RFU Lead Up & Legacy grant and another
from Sport England’s Inspired Facilities Fund.
At the celebratory evening with players,
volunteers and RFU representatives was
Gloucester MP Richard Graham who said,
“Matson has produced some of the best players in
the county and also gives young people self-belief
and confidence. If you can succeed on a rugby
pitch you can succeed at anything you do.”
Club Chairman Steve Sadler said that without
the funding to replace the leaky roof “there
would have been a strong possibility that as a
voluntary organisation the club would not have
been able to carry on.”
Raising the roof was another first for the
club, Matson having also been the first in
Gloucestershire to secure RFU accreditation.
Visit Matson here

SIZZLING SEVENS IN SUFFOLK
More than 600 players, in 52 teams from 12 clubs, took part in
the annual Suffolk Youth Rugby Sevens at the Royal Hospital
School, Holbrook.
Colchester won three of the 13 trophies on offer, and shared
one with Woodbridge, who picked up two other trophies.
Hadleigh and Stowmarket took two each, with the others going
to Brightlingsea, Bury St Edmunds and Southwold.
Ross Cowie, chairman of Eastern Counties Club/Community
Development Group, who managed the event, said: “This
tournament grows each year, and it’s so good to see so many
boys from across Suffolk and North East Essex taking part in
one of the largest community rugby events in the country.
“It is most pleasing to see the brilliant ongoing development
in the smaller clubs, fantastic to see Brightlingsea, Southwold,
Stowmarket, Woodbridge and Hadleigh compete, but even
more so to see them lift silverware – particularly Southwold who
claimed the U13 Trophy and Hadleigh who took the U14 Trophy.”
He thanked major sponsors, Touchline Sports, the Royal
Hospital School, and both Eastern Counties Rugby and the
Suffolk Rugby Union for underwriting the cost of the day.

NOTTINGHAM PLAYERS STAY ON
RIGHT SIDE OF THE LAW
Nottingham Rugby’s Sean Romans and Finlay Barnham
spent a morning at the Galleries of Justice museum to
support the Help A Nottinghamshire Child campaign
promoting citizenship and crime prevention activities for
young people in the county. Through the provision of free
educational activities, the campaign aims to give young
people the best possible start in life.
Romans and Barnham experienced the museum’s
various sections, including the Nottingham County
Gaol and the Shire Hall with its courtrooms, prison and
police station. Said Romans, “It was great to tour of
the Galleries of Justice museum and to find out more
about the Help A Nottinghamshire Child campaign. The
campaign resonates with us as a club given our ties to the
local community.”
Nottingham Rugby are also donating tickets for matches
at Meadow Lane throughout the season to the campaign.
Barnham added, “Rugby is a sport that is well known for
giving young people a focus and instilling core values
and discipline. There is a great synergy with the Help A
Nottinghamshire Child campaign and we’re proud to be
able to help in any way we can.”

FIVE MINUTES
OF GLORY
Kenilworth Barbarians, an U23 invitational side, welcomes
back younger players who have stopped playing for the
club after Colts or who are away at university as well as
showcasing aspiring younger players to bridge the gap
between Colts and senior rugby. With the motto Quinque
Puncta Gloriosa (five minutes of glory) reflecting a desire to
get as many players as possible involved three or four times
a season around university holiday times, the Barbarians
recently ran out in their new strip sponsored by Kenilworth
firm Miromedia and Simmons Laboratory Tops to take on
Warwick University Medics, who just managed a 28-25 win in
a ding-dong encounter.

MINIS MAKE FIRST 15
In a novel campaign Heaton Moor RUFC, part of the Heatons
Sports Club at Green Lane, Stockport, has put all the names of
the Mini Section players on the back of the First 15 shirts.

They have always encouraged links between their various
age groups as a springboard to senior rugby, and run five
minis squads, six juniors sides and three senior sides. When
one of their members, John Rigby from Shell UK, sponsored
the new first team kit it seemed an ideal opportunity to
highlight the link. All the names of the mini section now

feature on the numbers of all the new first 15 shirts.
This is the start of a Back the Shirt initiative, with each
mini age group having a player linked to a first 15 player
by position, with one to one coaching time, being a 1st
15 match day mascot, playing curtain raiser games, and
other initiatives.
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HUNTER GOES BACK
TO SCHOOL
STEPHANIE GILES
England Rugby World Cup Winner Sarah Hunter pleased the
crowds as a commentator at Sainsbury’s School Games 2014
in Manchester.
Over three days 1,600 athletes competed in 12 sports at
venues across Manchester and experienced a spectacular
Olympic style event. It included opening and closing
ceremonies, an athletes’ village, and a targeted education
programme, including anti-doping advice.
Eight U18 girls teams representing the England Regions, Irish
Provinces, Scotland, Wales Dragons A and Wales Dragons
B played a highly competitive sevens tournament. London
claimed the title from South West in an outstanding 33-19 Cup
final and Ireland lifted the Bowl, beating Scotland 36 – 0.
Eight Young Whistlers from Warwickshire and Manchester
Referees Societies took the lead in refereeing the matches, with
guidance from Referee Managers Peter Tolan and Ian Roberts.
Said Peter Tolan, “The RFU’s invitation to provide and
manage the referees was a tribute to the Warwickshire
Society’s work in developing young officials and everyone was
very proud of the way they represented the Society.”
The Games, which are supported by National Lottery
funding from Sport England and delivered by the Youth Sport
Trust, are a major multi-sport event for some of the most
talented young athletes across the UK.
Results: 1st England London , 2nd England South West,
3rd England North, 4th Wales Dragons A, 5th Ireland, 6th
Scotland, 7th England Midlands, 8th Wales Dragons B.

GREEN PARK OVAL BALL RUN CHARITY CAMPAIGN
The national campaign for a charity car rally uniting rugby
fans from across the UK was recently launched at Twickenham
Stadium by Lawrence Dallaglio, Will Greenwood, and Alexandra
Matthews, back from England’s Women’s World Cup win.
The Green Park Oval Ball Run will see a mix of predominantly
classic cars and vehicles journey to Le Stade de France, Paris,
from various locations and rugby venues across the UK,
including Reading, Newcastle, Gloucester, Exeter, London and
Oxford. The rally starts on the 10th August and finishes on
14th August 2015 and will involve a maximum of 120 cars per
run. It will raise funds for two children’s charities: the Dallaglio
Foundation and Child Bereavement UK.
The rally is being organised by two supporters of Reading Rugby
Football Club, Tony Cole and Rob Lynch, and will also raise funds
for new female changing facilities at the Berkshire club.
“Although the emphasis is on classic cars, we welcome all
cars from Morgans to Mondeos, as well as motorcycles and
commercials,” said Cole. “As the Green Park Oval Ball Run is a
run not a race, it is suitable for all. It will bring people together
for some fun and to raise money for good causes.”
“We are so grateful for the support of the Green Park Oval Ball
Run as the monies raised will enable us to support even more
young people across the UK,” said Lawrence Dallaglio.
Information about participating and supporting here
or by emailing info@ovalballrun.com
Follow information about the event on Twitter at @
OvalBallRun and on Facebook.

SOUTHWELL FIT FOR 2015

PAUL BOLTON
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JONATHAN Dance, the RFU President recently opened
Southwell’s new £500,000 clubhouse and changing room
facilities. He was accompanied by Robert Jenrick, the
Conservative MP for Newark, at the opening ceremony.
Southwell were chosen by the RFU to become a Lead Up and
Legacy Centre for the 2015 Rugby World Cup and received a
grant of £45,000 to provide new changing rooms and club house
facilities and confirm a partnership between the RFU and club to
be Fit for 2015.
The grant, together with support from the Rugby Football
Foundation charitable trust, Sport England, Southwell Town
Council, Southwell Rotary Club, Nottinghamshire County
Council and Greene King Brewery will make the club a real
resource for use by the local community.
“The new facilities will improve the quality of everyone’s rugby
experience and provide more playing opportunities, especially for the
14-24 age-group.” said RFU Area Facilities Manager Peter Shaw.“
Southwell chairman Tom Craig, said: “We are delighted that
our project has won approval following its original identification
by Nottinghamshire, Lincolnshire and Derbyshire RFU. The
executive committee are very proud of the new clubhouse and
we would particularly like to thank our main contractor UCD
from Southwell, without their complete support we wouldn’t have
completed the project in record time. We will now have some
of the best facilities that local people from Southwell and the
surrounding villages can use during the week..”
Southwell is one of many clubs across England benefitting
from investment through the RFU Lead Up and Legacy fund.
To find out more click here

SURREY SUPPORTS
UNIVERSITY GAME FINDERS
SHAY WATERWORTH
Surrey RFU is investing in the Game Finder programme
to bridge the gap between university and local club rugby.
The Union’s funding will cover transport for university
students to travel to weekend matches at surrounding
clubs and pay for refreshments after the game,
encouraging them to both play and get involved socially.
Game Finders will ensure there are playing opportunities
for students who want to play at the weekends and those
who have stopped playing because their lectures clash
with university fixtures.
Surrey’s aim is to keep students involved with the sport
as much as possible and provide more players for their
local clubs. Last year 45 students, including women,
played for a local club and it’s hoped to build on this. Each
university in Surrey has appointed a Game Finder for both

men’s and women’s rugby clubs to act as a communication
point between the universities and partnered clubs.
Alex Hadley, University Rugby Development Officer,
helped kick off the programme last year and hopes that it
will turn into a nationwide project in the future, helping to
keep student rugby players in the game..
John Pownall- Chair of Surrey Club Development
Committee said “Surrey is delighted to extend and develop
its initiative to help retain university players and to support
our community clubs by providing additional players on
a coordinated basis. This not only helps students to stay
in the game but also addresses the interests of teams who
might otherwise scratch fixtures due to player shortages
–these additional players helping to secure a match for, say,
25 others in the home and visiting teams.”

GOLDEN ERA
FOR WITHAM
Having last year celebrated their golden
jubilee, Witham RUFC in Essex recently
held a schools open day, giving 400
youngsters their first taste of rugby.
Six schools went along, with teams
from Year 3 to Year 6 and there too was a
familiar camel wearing a fez as Saracens
sent along their Sarrie mascot.
Nobody had to travel by camel, however,
as the club supplied buses to pick up and

drop off the teachers and children and
five club coaches took time off from work
to ensure all the youngsters had fun.
They were Justin Chesson, the club’s
coach coordinator and Junior Section
lead coach and John Cox, Darren Smith,
Chris Jarman and Andy Furse. RFU
Rugby Development Officer Matt Bray
was also lending a hand.

TWICKENHAM SEAT
SHIFTING

A large number of seats were replaced at Twickenham
Stadium during the summer and made available to
community clubs. Aylesbury took 200 seats for their
stand and in total 1,250 seats have found new homes.

BEAUMONT OPENS OLD
SCOUTS EXTENSION
PAUL BOLTON
BILL Beaumont, the RFU Chairman, officially
opened the new clubhouse extension at
Northampton Old Scouts and attended a
celebratory dinner at the club’s Rushmere
Road headquarters to mark the opening of the
£150,000 project.
Old Scouts, who count England
internationals Courtney Lawes and Steve
Thompson among their most famous old
boys, received a £10,000 RFU Lead Up and
Legacy Transforming Social Spaces grant
towards the cost of the scheme. The grant is
part of a £10 million RFU investment which
will create over 500 Lead Up and Legacy
Centres aimed at providing a platform on
which rugby club participation throughout
England can be built.
Old Scouts have almost doubled the size of
their clubroom and installed a lobby area and
new toilets with the aim of increasing the use
of their facilities by the local community.
“The new social space will improve the
quality of the rugby experience for everyone

using the site and provide more playing
opportunities, especially for local people in
the 14-23 age group,” said Pete Shaw, the RFU
Area Facilities Manager. “This investment
will also support the club’s financial
sustainability leading into the Rugby World
Cup and will create a focus for England 2015
and a lasting legacy in the community. The
extension will help the club raise its profile
and encourage more players, volunteers and
spectators to share the special values that
distinguish the sport.”
Beaumont was accompanied by Keith
Shurville, Old Scouts’ President and the
RFU Council Member for East Midlands who
said, “We are delighted that our project was
chosen as a recipient for a Transforming
Social Spaces grant. We will now have some
of the best facilities in the area. The 2015
Rugby World Cup will inspire a new wave
of people to become involved in rugby and
this RFU investment will help our club to
welcome them.”
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A YOUNG MAN MAKING
STRIDES IN THE MIDDLE
Christophe Ridley
started refereeing
at 19 and recently,
aged 21, covered his
first A game between
Exeter Braves and
London Irish.
“For anyone no
longer playing rugby,
keeping your boots
on and refereeing is
a tremendous way
to continue your
involvement and help
the game,” he says.
“As a referee
you don’t lose the
opportunity to perform.
You are still out there
on the pitch, have
to maintain your
fitness level. I still get
nervous before a game
because I still want to
do well in the match.
Then you have to
reflect afterwards and
analyse games.”
“Chris White
(National Referee
Academy Manager, Professional Game Match
Officials) has helped me so much, and my
coaches Paul Vidgen and Tony Roberts have
really supported my development.”
Christophe is now studying sports coaching
at the University of Gloucester, part of a
unique Referee Scholarship , where he is a
senior scholar , involving 20 officials from four
different sports working together to improve
their skills , knowledge and performance.”
“I was a scrum half at the Leicester Academy,
so it was my job to manage referees and from
that position it was easy to transfer to reffing.
Yes, I’m young but I started playing aged six
at my dad’s club, Loughborough.

He was my coach,
always looking for me to
improve and that makes
you hardy.
“It’s important that
when I show up for a
match I make eye contact
with coaches and players,
shake their hand, do my
best to earn their respect,
work with the players
during the game and
produce an acceptable
performance.
“I’d advise anyone who’s
not playing to grab the
opportunity to continue
involvement and help
the game by refereeing.
The RFU is encouraging
young guys to pick up
the whistle and you only
have to look at Luke
Pearce to know what’s
achievable. Age doesn’t
affect progress, you get
the games you deserve.”

VALE’S VALUABLE UPGRADE

The Vale of Lune’s successful bid for a £50,000 grant from the National Lottery was
announced at the start of the 2014/15 season to replace the clubhouse roof and install
energy saving double glazing units across the frontage. The work was completed
for the new season. Many hours of hard work secured the Lottery Grant as part of
the Olympic Legacy and Sport England’s Inspired Facilities Fund. President Nigel
Armstrong, whose two years tenure ended in May 2014, drove the venture to a
successful conclusion, helped by Commercial Manger, Allison Freedman.

WASPS LADIES
SUPPORT USA
RUGBY STAR

The USA international player Jillion
Potter after playing in the Women’s Rugby
World was been diagnosed with Stage III
Synovial Sarcoma, a rare form of cancer.
Two days after returning from Paris, Jillion
had a tumour removed, before months
of chemotherapy. Despite having health
insurance, the USA Olympic 7s hopeful has
predicted bills of over $16,000. Wasps Ladies

are joining with the rugby community to raise
money to help fund Jillion’s treatment and
charity, the Sacoma Foundation of America.
Anyone who would like to help please get in
touch with Wasps Ladies at facebook.com/
waspsladies and @waspsladies, or donate at
Jillion’s fundraising page here

Why not follow Christophe’s example?
The RFU is making it easy to start refereeing and,
with the Rugby World Cup a year away, is ensuring
that training is up-to-date and readily accessed.
Supporting this is the launch of the new Level 1 – Refereeing
Children and Level 2 – Refereeing the 15-a-side game (formally ELRA).
Book here and you’re on your way!
If you need further advice on how to start refereeing or choosing an appropriate course, please
contact a member of the RFU Match Official Development Team via email Michael Patz@rfu.com

MARKET HARBOROUGH MAKING A DIFFERENCE
Market Harborough Rugby Club runs four senior squads, an
under 19s team, teams for youngsters at every age level, a
ladies section and a midweek touch rugby section.
The club recently opened an extension to its changing area
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funded by partners and a local charity and now they have
achieved RFU Accreditation status another reason to celebrate.
Originally Kibworth Rugby Club and formed in 1923,
it is a club at the heart of the local community and said

Mike King, Market Harborough President,”This scheme
will help all our club sections to become stronger, more
effective, more efficient as we continue to offer a friendly,
welcoming environment.”

BOGNOR BOYS JOIN TAMAKI ACADEMY
New Zealand’s Tamaki Rugby Academy paid a return visit to
Bognor RFC as part of their European Tour, taking on Bognor’s
Under 12 side.
The team, who top their New Zealand League, then invited some
of Bognor’s under 12s to accompany the touring side to a fixture
against Paris SCUF, one of the French capital’s most established
rugby teams. The match saw the England / New Zealand side win
10-0 in a fantastic display of teamwork. It was a true example of

KENILWORTH
SEEK COACH
FOR BIG FUTURE
Kenilworth Rugby Club has had a change of direction from
paid players to real passion and are now seeking a new Head
Coach to take a young and exciting team to the next level.
Five seasons ago, with relegation from National League 3
Midlands and an emptying club house, the club decided to stop
paying players and concentrate on developing youngsters moving
through Colts into senior rugby.
One of the youngest squads in the club’s history emerged to
battle with spirit and determination before being relegated. But
the season marked a return to the true values of rugby, with
comradeship and a real passion to play in Kenilworth’s blue and
yellow. The squad played and socialised together and the club
dinner was one of the best attended for years.
The following year, the side became Champions of Midlands 2
West (South), gaining considerable respect and admiration

how rugby unites nations.
Bognor Coach, Doug Millen said:” It was truly inspirational
for our teams to experience the skill set of these Southern
Hemisphere players. It has really shown them what they can
achieve if they dedicate themselves to their sport and work hard.
It was an honour to be invited to play alongside them in their
Paris fixture and a real opportunity for the boys to experience
international rugby, travel and hospitality.

Last season they finished mid-table and at the start of this
season had won four out of five matches.
Now Head Coach, Rich Gibson, who has taken the squad
through tough rebuilding times, is due to stand down to
develop his own health and fitness business in Kenilworth.
The club are seeking a new Head Coach to help this young and
committed squad put in a realistic challenge for promotion
back into National 3 (Midlands).
The new Head Coach will join an established senior coaching
team that includes forwards player/coach Johnny Cresswell, a
former Ampthill and Gloucester Academy player, and former
Gloucester, BristoI and Italian International Marco Stanojevic, who
coaches the backs.
Kenilworth Rugby Club is back out there, with new players
being identified and developed through its own system and
thanks to a close relationship with Coventry and Warwick
(Medics) Universities. They are also planning a move to new,
purpose-built facilities.
Said Kenilworth Vice Chair, Bruce Doe, “The new Head
Coach will contribute significantly to the future of Kenilworth
Rugby and the role it plays in the local community, at a time
when the Rugby World Cup and our playing strength bring the
potential for further growth.”
If you would like to join Kenilworth in their plans for a
fantastic future please email bruce.doe@btinternet.com

Mike Henry, Tamaki Coach added “ It was a pleasure to visit
such a friendly club and they are welcome to visit us at home
whenever they like. The Bognor players showed great spirit
and ability My lasting memory of our tour will be of the post
match clubhouse games, hospitality and the Bognor Under 12
/ Tamaki Haka. The boys have made lasting friendships and
without the Bognor lads in the side the win in Paris would not
have been possible.”

U17s JOIN FORCES TO
CHALLENGE THE BEST
PAUL BOLTON
Local rivals Droitwich and Redditch have joined forced to form
a combined Under-17 team. Both clubs had faced the prospect
of their Under-17 teams folding because of declining playing
numbers so Droitwich coaches Pete Wall and Mark Thomas and
their Redditch counterparts Jamie Southwell and David Bush
decided to form one joint team to offer regular rugby.
The two clubs are only nine miles apart so holding joint
training sessions were not a problem. Permission was also
granted for the combined side to enter the North Midlands
Under-17 League. The combined side began their campaign with
a 24-22 win over Bromsgrove in their first-ever match, a result
that delighted Bush.
“Players from both Redditch and Droitwich linked up,
playing some impressive spells and running some great set
plays, especially considering they had only teamed up an hour
before the game started,” Bush said. “All the coaches are sure
the combined side will challenge the best in the area. Beating
Bromsgrove has to be the best start to our joint season.”
The combined team will fulfil Redditch’s league fixtures and
Droitwich’s Cup draws for the remainder of this season.
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BIG DAY FOR BURY U13s
An invitation from the RFU for the team
to play a match during an interval at the
Manchester European Sevens saw Bury’s U13
team arrive at Sale Sharks’ home for their
early morning briefing. It was an exciting
opportunity, not only had they been invited to
play but also to provide the ball boys for the
day, which included 16 games of international
7s rugby, and to form the guard of honour and
be flag bearers for the England Team.

Their exhibition matches included one against
Trafford MV and impressive skills from all the
young players. They also met Sky pundit and
Women’s World Cup winner Maggie Aphonsi
and England’s most capped 7s player James
Rodwell, as well as former British Lion, England
Captain and current RFU Board Chairman
Bill Beaumont. Having pictures taken with the
Webb Ellis Trophy , and seeing England win,
made it a memorable day for Bury RUFC’s U13s.

NEW ENGLAND
STUDENTS
ASSISTANT COACH
VICKY CHAN
Cornish Pirates Director of Rugby Ian Davies
has been appointed England Students Assistant
Coach, supporting Head Coach Aaron James.
The back-row forward played youth level
rugby for Llanelli Scarlets, and went on to work
in rugby development, university rugby and
professional rugby. He also helped take Cornish
Pirates to two consecutive Championship finals.
Aaron James said: “Ian has a wealth of
coaching experience, which will benefit the
university and college players selected for
England Students. He’s a very welcome addition
to the coaching and management team.”
Ian Davies said: “Having spent around seven
years coaching in the student game prior to
coming to Cornwall, I am immensely proud now
to be part of the England Students coaching

team. I am looking forward both to the challenge
and working with Aaron James, a highly-rated
coach working within the Bath Rugby academy.
“I’m a great lover of the student game, which
gives a special opportunity to combine sport
with higher education and involves a very high
standard of rugby.”
Trials for the England Students squad
will be held before and after Christmas in
Loughborough. The England Students coaching
team will be tracking the talent throughout the
university season. Last season England Students
secured three out of four wins, with victories
against Welsh Students, Welsh Academicals
and the Portuguese national side. This season
they will face France Universities, Wales
Students and Portugal.

EXPANDING TOUCH IN OXFORDSHIRE
When Wallingford RFC hosted the inaugural
Oxfordshire RFU Participation Cup they brought
together touch rugby activity in the county to
compete in a fun festival, with Oxfordshire Referees
Society providing officials.
Teams from existing rugby clubs, like
Wallingford and Didcot, were joined by groups
that play touch purely for enjoyment and health
benefits. This included teams from Gillotts School,
Harwell Science and Innovation Campus, Witney
and Brill.
The two entries from Didcot Ladies, set up a
year earlier by Club Coaching Co-Ordinator
Shane Harrison, have weekly touch training,
regularly attracting 20 players. Representing their
club in a tournament was testament to their desire
to expand their playing horizons and develop
their rugby.
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The team from Harwell Science and Innovation
Campus also brought an opportunity for the RFU
Rugby Development Team to help develop a
workplace touch programme for some of the 3,000
working at the campus.
Brill Touch have over 25 people playing every
Saturday and Wednesday and have forged links with
the Brill Sports and Social Club becoming a real
fixture in the village.
The Codgers and Dodgers team from Witney
emerged from a Pitch up and Play sessions run
by Oxfordshire CRC Gary Morris and, with no
particular allegiance to any club but a passion for
rugby, they were delighted to come away with a
couple of victories.
All teams were rewarded by Oxfordshire RFU with
a £100 to access the local touch rugby league or O2
Touch Centre, providing a lasting legacy for the event.

YRAS ROWING
THEM IN

Young Rugby Ambassadors from Bedford Junior Blues
promoted the game and their club at the Bedford River Festival,
meeting local families and helping other rugby clubs man an
activity put on by East Midlands Rugby Development Officer,
Sam Clapham and Community Rugby Coaches. Children were
given the chance to try handling skills with the chance of
winning a prize.
The Bedford Junior Blues YRA were also on hand for a Give
Rugby a Try day at the club at the start of the season, when club
mini and junior coaches welcomed parents and potential players,
providing skills based activities for the youngsters.
Matt, Callum and James said: “At the River Festival we
convinced several teenagers to try the game again and hope to
see them at training. As a result of our involvement we expect to
see several new faces in the game... that’s part of our YRA role”.

LINCOLN WOMEN LINK WITH UNIS
As part of a move to launch
a new women’s team at
Lincoln RFC, the club are
building stronger ties with
the University of Lincoln
women’s squad.
An agreement has been
struck, whereby Lincoln RFC
will give free membership
to all students in the City
(the University is one of
three city Higher Education
establishments) as well
as coaches and game day
managers to the University
team. In exchange the
University will share their
Monday night training
sessions with the club so there
will always be players available
to train with. This will split
off into smaller team sessions
when needed. The University
will also provide players to the
club team when required.
As part of their push
Lincoln RFC Ladies Team
Manager Lisa Milnes was
supporting the University
of Lincoln and Bishop
Grosseteste University at
Freshers Fairs, to promote
women’s rugby and the
club team.

GOOD DAYS
FOR RUGBY IN
DAGENHAM

Robert Clack School in Dagenham, Essex, an area very much
known for its football , wasn’t capable of getting out a first
15 as recently as seven years ago. Now, after a big effort
to create a high profile Sixth Form rugby set-up, and the
creation of a Rugby Academy in 2009, the school achieves real
rugby success.
The Rugby Academy has been providing young men with post16 education, strong moral and ethical guidance and a chance to
develop and progress as rugby players. Last season, with a squad
of just 22, the 1st 15 went out of the first round of the NatWest
Cup after losing by just three points to local rivals Campion.
They then finished unbeaten in the NatWest Vase, averaging
44 – 0 wins over several games, before leaving the competition
on the home team ruling drawing 3 – 3 with St. Olaves Grammar
(the only three points they conceded in the entire tournament).
They also completed the double, winning both the County 7s
and 15-a-side competitions. This season their U15s and U18s are
competing in the NatWest Schools competition and are proud of
the progress they have made.
Said Head of Rugby Dave Maudsley, “The boys have done
extremely well and rugby is increasingly popular in a school
which, under normal circumstances, might well be concentrating
on the round ball game.”
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ONE YEAR TO GO TO RUGBY WORLD CUP

The Webb Ellis Cup paid a visit to Queen Elizabeth Olympic
Park as Newham Council, an official Host City for Rugby World
Cup 2015, celebrated exactly one year to go to the first of the five
matches in the Tournament to be played at the Olympic Stadium.
“We are proud and excited to be a Host City of Rugby World
Cup 2015 at the iconic Olympic Stadium”, said Councillor Ian
Corbett, Newham’s mayoral adviser for environment and leisure.

“We want to get our residents talking about rugby and we want
our young people to be inspired to take up the sport.”
The Trophy was greeted by Nick Bracken, chairman of
East London Rugby Club and Sophie Morris, from the RFU’s
Regional Legacy Group in the South
East, together with Newham’s Young
Rugby Ambassador Alex Pearmain
and youngsters from nearby Chobham
Academy, part of the School Rugby
Ambassadors programme.
Said Sophie: “Getting more young
people to take part in our sport is key to
a lasting legacy. We want to ensure that
as many schoolchildren as possible are
inspired by the Tournament, given the
opportunity to play, embrace the values
that rugby can bring and continue to be
part of the rugby community for the rest
of their lives.”
Rugby World Cup-winner Will
Greenwood also accompanied the Webb
Ellis Cup on its visit to Birmingham before
two matches in the 2015 Rugby World Cup
are played at Villa Park.
Greenwood, a Rugby World Cup
2015 ambassador, visited New Street
railway station with the trophy and then
moved on to Victoria Square in front
of Birmingham’s Council House. He
helped to coach youngsters from the city’s Great Barr School,
part of the All Schools programme, which is supported by
Birmingham City Council and Birmingham Rugby Partnership
as part of the Birmingham Rugby World Cup 2015 legacy.
Councillor Penny Holbrook, Cabinet Member for Skills,
Learning and Culture at Birmingham City Council, said: “Hosting
two of the Rugby World Cup 2015 games at Villa Park is hugely
important for the city and excellent work is being done here to
promote rugby union among our schools.”

Another Rugby World Cup 2003 winner and England 2015
ambassador, Lawrence Dallaglio, teamed up with Hounslow
Council as part of a ‘long pass’ event marking the one year
countdown. He received the final pass of over 1,200 from a
Hounslow student completing
the event which saw around 100
Hounslow school children pass
a rugby ball from Redlees Park
in Isleworth to Twickenham
Stadium, ending at the core
values statue outside the
stadium’s South Stand.
Councillor Steve Curran,
leader of Hounslow Council,
said: “Having Rugby World Cup
2015 on Hounslow’s doorstep
is really exciting for the whole
borough. I am a massive fan of
the game, and Hounslow, with
Heathrow next door, is London’s
international gateway, so our
rich multicultural borough
is ideally placed to host tens
of thousands of fans wanting
to enjoy a fantastic festival
of rugby.”
Seven secondary schools
were involved in the event:
Gunnersbury, Chiswick,
Heathlands, Cranford, Green School, Isleworth and Syon and
Heston Community School.
Hounslow Council and several schools are working in
partnership with the RFU to develop a sustainable rugby
programme for young people in the borough. Posts have
been installed in Hounslow parks to encourage community
participation, and a comprehensive rugby coaching programme
set up in schools as well as continued support being provided for
clubs to develop grass roots rugby.

THE RUGBY FOOTBALL UNION WOULD LIKE TO THANK
THE FOLLOWING WHO GENEROUSLY SUPPORT THE GAME
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