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To ensure the safety of 
everybody, please observe the 
following:

Do not use foul or abusive 
language, or obscene gestures.
Any form of racial abuse, or 
language used to incite or provoke 
others is an criminal offense under 
the ‘Football Offenses Act 1991’

No glasses or bottles are permitted 
outside the clubhouse. Do not 
throw any items onto the pitch.
Do not run onto the pitch or 
encroach on the playing area. 
Aylesbury Football Club reserve 
the right to refuse entry to their 
ground.

AYLESBURY FC is a MEMBERS 
CLUB

Committee & Staff
President Bill Harrison

Interim Chairman Mike Farquharson

Director of Football Tony Masella

Club Secretary Ian Brown

Treasurer Rosanna Martone

Bar/Events Manager Christine Martone

Groundsman David Thorn

General Committee Steve MacDonald

General Committee Nobby Swain

Club Photographer Phil Duffy

Match day Reporter Jools Thomas

Programme Editor Mike Farquharson

Matchday Co-ordinator Chris Thorn

Welfare Officer Maxine Ingram

Today’s Southern League Fixtures

Aylesbury FC vs Bedford Town
Berkhamsted vs Aylesbury United

Bromsgrove Sporting vs Kempston Rovers
Cambridge City vs AFC Dunstable

Coleshill Town vs Sutton Coldfield Town
Corby Town vs Didcot Town

Dunstable Town vs Peterborough Sports
Kidlington vs Barton Rovers

North Leigh vs Yaxley
Welwyn Garden City vs Thame United



Good Afternoon 

Id like to take this opportunity to introduce myself. I am currently the
chairman of the biggest Youth football club in the area, Bedgrove
Dynamos. I have been Chairman of Dynamos for 4 years now
(2 years vice chairman before that) and was voted in with my current
committee to try and expand the outreach of youth football in the
town and to offer the best standard of coaching possible. 

Over the past few years we have seen the club grow to over 450
members with 26 eams from u6s to adults in various leagues, and over
50 qualified coaches and managers. Over the years myself, my family
and friends of Bedgrove Dynamos have been regular visitors to
Haywood Way supporting the Moles and have built close friendships
with the committee and the team. 

About 6 years ago as Vice Chairman of BDFC I met Danny Martone and was blown away by his 
passion and drive to bring youth football through to senior football to the town. Over the years we 
formed a friendship and Danny offered pitches to our youth section, something we had always 
struggled with due to lack of pitches in the town. This led to a much closer bond between the 2 clubs 
and we shared the same vision of inclusive football for all ages. 

Our bond has continued to strengthen and we have grown together over the past couple of years. 
We were aware of the importance of offering our youth teams the best standard of football we 
could once they step into u18s and senior football and were conscious that our Senior football set up 
was not enough for the amount of young players each season stepping up. Aylesbury FC had the 
knowledge and experience of senior football, and with their dedicated, passionate, hard working 
committee it was an easy conversation about how we could combine the 2 clubs and committees to 
become one big club for the town. 

We believe that what we can now offer to the players of the club is very special and will continue to 
grow for many years to come. We also can continue Danny's legacy and his wish of an integrated 
setup with players from 3 years old right through to senior teams. 

Taking the newly merged club to the next level will be a challenge, but we will do it together, and 
with the backing and support of both clubs  families, followers and members we are really excited 
for what the future holds and I am honored to have been chosen as chairman, and look forward to 
the new chapter ahead of us.

Mike Borrett



Good afternoon all, A warm welcome goes to
Jon Taylor and all connected with Bedford
Town to SRD Stadium. I have been very
impressed with the squad John has built this
year, they have shown its quality with a great
run in the FA Trophy and I firmly believe they
will be in the play off’s come the end of the
season. 

Having lost to them already this year we
know we are going to have to perform to our
highest level to get something from this game.

We are heading into this fixture on the back
of a heavy defeat against top of the league Peterborough Sports, it was always going 
to be a hard game for us, but it has shown us the levels we need to be at to compete 
at Step 4 as a playing squad and as coaches. 

On the squad front we have lost a couple more players who have jumped ship which 
is always going to be disappointing, but I wish them all well with their new clubs. We 
have had a busy week of bringing new faces and I’m happy with the immediate 
impact they have all had, all have come in looking hungry and wanting to impress 
which is a great to see form my point of view.

We have had a very good week at training and the levels of application have been 
the highest I’ve seen all season; this group of players make me feel proud to be part of 
it and shows that we are all in this together. 

Even more pleasing is the immediate effect of having Paul Tomms and Pete Forssling 
in the squad, they have brought allot of energy into training and into the changing 
rooms, I’m confident this will reflect in our performances come match days and 
hopefully bring us some much-needed points.

I hope you enjoy the game and I hope the points stay in Aylesbury #moles. 

Paul



The club has enjoyed a long history in senior and junior football dating back to the 1930’s under the 
previous names of Aylesbury Vale, Haywood United, Belgrave, Stocklake and Negretti and Zambra FC, 
which was founded in the 1930’s by workers at the Negretti and Zambra company then based in London’s 
King Cross district. The company moved to the Stocklake Industrial Estate, Aylesbury.

in 1949 and by the mid 50’s the premises had a bar, football, cricket and tennis facilities. The football club 
joined the Aylesbury District League in 1954. The social club changed its name to Stocklake when Negretti 
and Zambra sold the premises to the local council, who then leased the facilities; hence the different 
sections adopted the name Stocklake. Under the guidance of Chairman Mr Ernie Crotty, the club gained 
many honours including runners up in ADL’s top divisions, before gaining intermediate status in the 
Wycombe and District League first and senior divisions. Sadly Ernie was killed in a road accident just before 
the club moved premises to the present location at Haywood Way in 1987.

After gaining senior status and promotion to the Chiltern League in 1988, Stocklake enjoyed many further 
successes including Division One runners up in 1991, Premier Division and League Cup runners up the 
following season and Wycombe Senior Cup success in 1995. Cup success was also followed on in the 
following season, this time the Berks and Bucks Intermediate Cup being added to the trophy cabinet. 
Belgrave FC was formed in 1983 by Jim Sullivan who lived in nearby Belgrave Road. Jim had two sons who 
were passionate about football but were limited to where they could play, so formed a team himself with 
the help of neighbours Lynne and David Hatcher. By 1990, under the guidance of Danny Martone, 
Belgrave had grown to five youth teams providing football for over ninety boys from the Quarrendon and 
Haydon Hill areas of Aylesbury.

1996 saw the forming of two senior teams under the Belgrave FC name and by the turn of the millennium 
teams were represented at all levels from Under 8’s through to seniors, some 200 players being registered, 
this also including Stocklake Ladies. In 2000 four youth teams won league and cup honours, whilst the 
senior team went on to win the Aylesbury District Cup, the Field Shield and ADL Premier Division runners 
up.

At the start of the 2000/2001 season, the senior Belgrave FC team was renamed Haywood United 
following an amalgamation with Stocklake FC with Danny Martone voted in as chairman of the new club. 
Haywood United joined the Spartan South Midlands League and won promotion into Division One after 
two seasons. Notable achievements during the 2001/2002 season included league awards for the best kept 
and most improved ground; this included the erection of floodlights and perimeter fencing, which Danny 
and his hard working committee fought hard to establish. Another award was gained for the match day 
programme in recognition of how much the club was developing.

Season 2002/2003 saw a difficult start in Division One, but with the arrival of manager Jon Franklin and 
his assistant Keith Walker just after Christmas, the club eventually consolidated finishing in 9th place. 
Promotion was gained to the South Midlands Premier Division the following year after a campaign that 
saw 23 wins, 7 draws and only 4 losses. Haywood United proved themselves capable of staying in the 
Premier Division after finishing 3rd in the 2004/2005 season in a campaign that only include one loss in the 
twenty matches after Christmas. The club also entered the FA Cup and Vase for the first time and won the 
Buckingham Charity Cup in 2006.

Season 2006/2007 began with Haywood United becoming Aylesbury Vale FC and saw Keith Walker and 
Steve Gleinster take over as joint managers and steadily build a squad. This was recognised in the 
2008/2009 season with a good cup run in the FA Cup and FA Vase, winning three rounds in the FA Cup 
losing to Level 4 side Gosport after a replay, and losing out in the 4th round of the FA Vase to Leiston 
Town. 



After Christmas the side suffered due to long term injuries and finished mid table. May 2009 saw a major 
new development in a new semi professional side. Aylesbury Football Club was formed under the 
leadership of Chairman Roger Dance and assisted by Vice Chairman Danny Martone. Former Chairman 
Bill Harrison was made President of the club.

Great success on the field of play was to follow, with the team having a fantastic run in the F.A. Cup. We 
were the last 'level five' team in the country to remain in the competition and were rewarded with a visit 
to Haywood Way for the F.A. Cup trophy, allowing the team, supporters and local people to get their 
hands on this famous trophy and make the most of this memorable occasion. We were finally knocked out 
of the competition by Wealdstone in a close game. A brave and superb display was witnessed by a 
bumper crowd of 800 plus.

Meanwhile, away from the midst of F.A. Cup drama, our success continued, becoming 'Double Winners' 
Winning both the Spartan South Midland League and League Cup capping an extraordinary season and 
gaining promotion to the Southern League Division 1 Central.

Steve Bateman took over in 2013/14, steered the club to safety in his first 6 months in charge. Then in 
2014/15 with Bateman at the helm FC has their most successful season to date most successful to date. 
Playing at the highest level in the club’s history, the team finished third in the League, having been pushing 
for promotion all season and narrowly lost out in the semi final to Bedworth United having already beaten 
them twice in the league

the 2015/16 finished with a flourish as the club finished just outside the play off positions, but had the 
consolation of our first major Cup Final, beating Chesham United in the Berks & Bucks Cup at Windsor. 
Steve Bateman and his management team resigned at the end of the season and Danny Gordon & 
Gareth Risbridger took the helm , supported by Paul Bonham , Ryan Wiffin & Aaron Norman. Davis 
Haule took over from Gordon & Risbridger in December 2016, appointed brother Brian as his assistant and 
recruited former coaches Fraser McLachlan, Aaron Wiffin and added Ryan Collings to his back room staff 
for the 2017/18 season. 

2017/18 was a difficult season for club finishing 21st and avoiding relegation due to the League re 
organisation. This season sees a new era with ex Leighton manager Scott Reynolds taking over the reigns 
assisted by Matt Moran, Lea Coulter and the returning Paul Bonham. 

Aylesbury Football Club prides itself on clear ambitions: to progress to higher league football and to 
achieve higher league status with squads from local talent. The club hopes to continue to work with other 
local community groups and enhance the clubs facilities to benefit the people within Aylesbury. 



Paul Toms - Assistant Manager
Paul joins us from Amptill Town where he was manager of the 
Spartan League Division One side. He was also Head Coach at 
Burnham and had two spells at Berkhamsted FC.
Paul is currently also currently on his last block of the UEFA B 
coaching badge and has 9 years of coaching history at all levels 
from Sunday league to Ladies football

Phil Cave – Goalkeeping Coach
Phil is a UEFA B licensed outfield and UEFA B licensed 
goalkeeper coach. His previous experiences include Academy 
goalkeeper coach at both Brentford and QPR. 
Phil has recently moved to Aylesbury and is joining the club as 
specific goalkeeper coach.

Paul Bonham - Manager
Returning to the club, most recently employed by Oxford United 
as academy coach and studying his UEFA B license. Paul was 
Manager of the U18s, Development Side and part of the FC First 
Team set up in previous seasons and also has experience at 
Buckingham Athletic.

Phil Duffy – Kit Manager
Phil worked with Scott and his team at Leighton Town. Phil is an 
integral part of match day preparation and responsible for 
ensuring all kit and equipment is ready prior to player and staff 
arrival on match day and training nights. Phil will also take over 
as club photographer and work closely with the media team to 
enhance the match day experience at Haywood Way

Pete Forssling – Head Coach
Pete is an FA Level 1 coach and looking to take his FA Level 2 in 
the summer. His previous roles have been at Berkhamsted 
Development as Coach and more recently he was First Team 
Coach at Ampthill Town.



Nick Bennion
Previous Clubs Southall, Winslow United, 
Marlow, Rugby Town, Kettering Town, St Ives 
Town, Corby Town, Aylesbury United, 
Buckingham Town 
Nick is an experienced Goalkeeper with a 
number of non league clubs to his name. Tall, 
commanding and aggressive. Nicks presence 
behind the back four will be a huge asset this 
season. Nick joins from our neighbours 
Leighton Town

Craig Carby
Previous clubs: Chalfont St. Peter, 
Burnham, Northwood, Hendon
Another senior player returns and commits 
to the Moles. 36 year old central defender 
who’s physical presence will add strength to 
the back line. Experienced player with a list 
of non league clubs and successes. We are 
very pleased to have Craig back at the 
club.

Ben Stevens
Previous Clubs Ayesbury United
Local lad & FC legend returns to the Moles 
after a few months out of the game. A 
tough tackling versatile defender & can 
play all along the back line. Ben  joined 
Aylesbury FC when the club formed in 
2009 and was part of the double winning 
side that year. Ben is Mr Consistent who 
just never has a bad game..

Jordan Jenkins
Previous Clubs Leighton Town
Into his third consecutive season with 
the club. No nonsense defender but 
also very comfortable in possession. 
Scott’s first signing of the new season. 
Important player and local lad. 

Haydon Clack
Previous clubs: Amersham Town, 
Uxbridge, Burnham
Haydon is a left back who played 
initially for the FC U18s. He is a player 
who likes to go forward and help out in 
the final third. Sweet left foot and 
comfortable on the ball

Derek Feyi
Previous Clubs  Marlow, Thame 
United,
A powerful Defender who can play 
either at the Centre of Defence or at 
left Back. Derek is returning to club 
on dual registration with Marlow FC

Sponsored by: 

Mike Farquharson

Sponsored by

All Season’s Aerials

Sponsored by:

April & Darren

Sponsor:
CLAYDON PARTNERS

Sponsor:
RYAN COLLINGS

Sponsor:
JEFF MORRIS

Sponsor:
SRD ENGINEERING

Sponsor:
ROSANNA MARTONE

Sponsor:
ROSANNA MARTONE

Sponsor:
APRIL & DARREN

Sponsor:
JUST LOFTS

Sam Odusoga
Previous clubs: Edgeware Town, 
Dunstable Town, Hadley, Grays 
Athletic, Stenhousemuir (Scotland)
Sam joins us from Edgeware , has 
really impressed in training. Very 
versatile two footed, creative 
midfielder. Skilful and good at dead 
ball situations.

Josh Thompson
Previous Clubs Ampthill Town, 
Berkhamsted, Loughborough University
Josh is a Twenty Four year old, 6' 3" 
keeper signed from Ampthill. Went to 
school in Aylesbury and has lots of 
potential. Great handling and 
communication and is an excellent 
addition to the squad

Lewis Merridan
Previous Clubs: Thame United
Technically gifted and energetic midfield 
player. Likes to keep the game simple , 
but happy to get stuck in and make a 
tackle or two. 
Lewis can play central midfield or at full 
back. Former clubs include Watford, MK 
College academy and Walsall.

Paul Field
Young Defender on loan from 
Stevenage Borough. Can play all 
across the back line. Good in the air 
but with a great enginr=e and ability 
to get forward



Joakim Ehui
Previous Clubs Potters Bar Town, Hayes & 
Yeading United, Northwood, Harlow Town, 
Harrow Borough, St. Albans City, 
Beaconsfield SYCOB, Fulham
Joakim Joins us on loan from Potter Bar 
Town, an exciting wide player who can 
operate on either wing , he is returning from 
a long term injury and is hoping to gain 
match fitness before returning to his parent 
club

Davis Haule
A veteran at nonleague level having 
played for Woking FC, Wembley FC, 
Hendon FC, Harrow Borough FC Staines 
Town FC and Ashford Town. Davis is an 
FC legend, extremely hard working, 
creative and industrious midfielder that 
tears through midfields. Left the club 
last season after a season as Manager

Bruno Brito
Former Portuguese professional football 
will soon become a hit with the moles fans. 
Very skilful and athletic wide player who 
can also play through the middle. Scorer of 
some incredible goals at this level and 
higher. An experiment ex professional who 
has had spells with Newport Pagnell Town, 
Aylesbury Utd and Leighton Town since 
moving to the UK.

Ryan Young
Previous Clubs Stotfold, Berkhamsted, 
Dunstable Town, Queens Park Rangers
Ryan Young is an exciting young 
winger who signed this week from 
Berkhamsted. Ryan has really 
impressed in training with his pace and 
trickery and will be a handful for any 
defence. Last year he was playing in 
the Southern Premier Division with 
Dunstable Town.

Defender 

Sponsored by:

April & Darren

Sponsored by: 

Mike Farquharson

Sponsored by:

April & Darren

Brian Haule
‘Hauley’ has had a long and 
distinguished career in non league 
football. He made almost 150 
appearances for Hendon, scoring 53 
goals and he also played over 80 times 
for Harrow Borough. A strong and 
powerful front man, who knows where 
the goal is. Joined FC originally in 2011-
12 and has appeared 207 times for The 
Moles.

Ken Feyi
Previous Clubs: Aylesbury FC
Brother of Derek, Ken re joins the 
moles having moved back to 
Aylesbury following his university 
commitments. Strong and powerful 
forward player who has played and 
scored goals at this level previously. 
Product of the U18s.

Ty Deacon
Previous Clubs: Kempston Rovers
Ty returns after joining Kempston in 
the summer. He progressed from the 
FC U18s side where he was a prolific 
goalscorer from the age of just 15. Ty is 
quick and strong, a handful for any 
defender. Was last season's top goal 
scorer.

Sponsor:
OLD PLUMB

Sponsor:
BRIGHT WEALTH MGT

Sponsor:
MIKE FARQUHARSON

Sponsor:
SRD ENGINEERING

Sponsor:
RUSS/CHRISTINE & 

SOPHIA

Jamie Keen
Previous clubs: Aylesbury United
Very talented youngster who joins us 
from Aylesbury United – Currently 
playing for FC’s Allied Counties side, he 
has been knocking on the door of the 
first team after some excellent 
performances. We are looking forward 
to seeing JK in a Moles shirt.

Join us on Social Media
#COYM

@aylesburyfc
www.aylesburyfc.com

www.facebook.com/AylesburyFCOfficial
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First Team
Tue 19th February 2019 – Home to Leighton Town – Cup KO 7.45pm
Tue 26th February 2019 – Home to Cambridge City – League KO 3.00pm
Sat 2nd March 2019 – Away to Dicot Town – League KO 3.00pm

U18s – Allied Counties Side
Thu 28th February 2019 – Away to Didcot Town – League KO 7.45pm

First Team
Adult £8.00, Concession £5.00 (OAP's / Students), Under 16’s £0.00
Development/U18s
Adult £4.00, Concession £2.00 (OAP's / Students), Under 16’s £0.00
Season Tickets - £150.00 & £100 Concession
For information on all FC fixtures visit aylesburyfc.com





NAME App Total FC Apps Sub On Sub Off Goals Pens
Total Goals 

2018/19
MOM

Bruno Brito 30 30 15 8 4 0 4 1
Nick Bennion 30 30 0 0 0 0 0 3
Carl Tappin 29 29 1 3 1 0 1 4
Craig Carby 26 49 2 2 0 0 0 0
Jordan Jenkins 24 104 0 0 1 0 1 4
Derek Feyi 22 53 4 2 0 0 0 2
Luke Cray 22 22 2 1 1 0 1 1
Jordan Frederick 17 17 5 4 1 0 1 1
Ryan Young 16 16 6 6 2 0 2 1
Ty Deacon 16 101 0 1 5 0 5 0
Josh Williams 15 15 3 6 1 0 1 3
Lewis Strafford 15 15 1 7 1 0 1 1
Martin Griggs 15 24 0 4 5 1 6 1
Sam Odusoga 14 14 2 4 0 0 0 0
Temi Oladejo 14 14 2 2 0 0 0 0
Aaron King 13 13 0 1 3 0 3 1
Kyreece Martei 12 12 10 0 1 0 1 0
Brian Haule 11 218 2 3 2 0 2 0
Davis Haule 10 186 1 3 0 0 0 0
Reece Bayliss 10 10 0 7 2 0 2 0
Ryan Ware 10 10 0 3 2 0 2 1
Steven Johnson-Fikula 8 8 0 2 0 0 0 2
Alfi Touceda 7 24 7 0 0 0 0 0
Harry Scott 7 47 0 2 1 0 1 1
Dan Carr 6 6 0 0 0 0 0 2
Kyle Johnson 5 5 1 2 0 0 0 0
David Femiola 4 4 0 3 0 0 0 0
Hakim Nyariki 4 4 1 2 0 0 0 0
Mohab Madkour 4 4 3 1 0 0 0 0
Matt Newbrook 4 4 4 0 0 0 0 0
Austin Schofield 3 3 1 0 0 0 0 0
Adam Morris 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 0
Ben Stevens 2 477 0 0 0 0 0 1
Henry Adu-Opoku 2 2 1 0 0 0 0 0
Ken Feyi 2 32 2 1 0 0 0 0
Arche Clarke 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0
Elliott Amadieu 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0
George Boland 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0
Garry Malone 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0
Haydon Clack 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0
Jon Munday 1 1 0 1 0 0 0 0
Matt Crowther 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 1
William Oliver-Twidale 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0
George Scott 2 2 0 1 0 0 0 0
Joakim Ehui 2 2 1 1 0 0 0 0
Jamie Keen 2 2 2 0 0 0 0 0
Lewis Merridan 3 3 1 2 0 0 0 0
Michael Dada 2 2 2 0 0 0 0 0
Paul Field 2 2 0 1 0 0 0 0





Team P HW HD HL HF HA AW AD AL AF AA +/- Pts

1 Peterborough Sports 24 11 2 0 42 5 8 1 2 26 13 50 60

2 Bromsgrove Sporting 27 12 1 0 48 11 6 4 4 32 25 44 59

3 Corby Town 24 11 0 2 41 14 5 4 2 32 17 42 52

4 Didcot Town 26 9 2 2 31 19 5 2 6 24 24 12 46

5 Thame United 25 7 1 4 19 18 6 2 5 21 23 -1 42

6 Berkhamsted 25 5 3 5 17 14 6 4 2 24 20 7 40

7
Sutton Coldfield 
Town

26 4 5 4 25 25 6 3 4 17 11 6 38

8 Coleshill Town 26 4 4 5 19 17 6 4 3 25 22 5 38

9 Bedford Town 24 7 2 3 24 12 4 0 8 29 24 17 35

10 AFC Dunstable 25 4 3 6 25 29 6 1 5 17 23 -10 34

11 Cambridge City 25 5 4 4 29 22 4 2 6 16 18 5 33

12 Aylesbury United 26 5 0 8 21 29 5 3 5 24 29 -13 33

13 Barton Rovers 26 3 4 6 12 26 5 4 4 15 15 -14 32

14 Welwyn Garden City 24 5 3 3 14 10 2 5 6 16 24 -4 29

15 Dunstable Town 25 3 3 6 22 28 5 2 6 21 23 -8 29

16 Kempston Rovers 25 2 4 7 20 31 6 1 5 22 21 -10 29

17 Yaxley 26 6 0 6 31 36 2 3 9 17 36 -24 27

18 Aylesbury FC 27 1 4 8 8 24 3 2 9 22 36 -30 18

19 North Leigh 25 4 1 7 21 30 1 2 10 19 44 -34 18

20 Kidlington 25 3 3 7 16 30 2 0 10 11 37 -40 18





Bedford Town, nickname “The Eagles” was founded in 1908 and in the early years they played in the 
United Counties League and its predecessors, the Northampton League and Northampton Alliance. 

In 1945, The Eagles moved to the Southern League but achieved little during the first seasons.  The 
club received a much needed boost when in February 1951 Ronnie Rooke was signed as 
Player/Manager.  This signing captured the imagination of the public for “Rookie” was a well known 
footballer, having played for Arsenal, Fulham, Crystal Palace and England.

“Giant Killers”

However, it was not until season 1955-56 that the Eagles started on the first of their great cup runs 
which would see them achieve national fame as “Giant Killers” with a number of fine wins over 
league opposition including Watford 3-2, Norwich 2-4, Newcastle 1-2, Exeter 1-2, Brighton 2-1 and 
Oxford 1-0.  But possibly their greatest achievement was to draw 2-2 with Arsenal at Highbury 
watched by a crowd of over 55,000 in season 1955-56.  The Eagles nearly caused a major shock in 
the replay leading 1-0 until 4 minutes from time before going down 1-2 after extra time, having had 
2 goals disallowed for offside. During the 60’s, changes of manager were made in a succession of two 
year spells with Reg Smith taking over from Rooke followed by Basil Hayward in 1963, Ron Burgess 
1965, Ron Heckman 1967, Alan Wright 1969, Reg Smith again in 1971, Brian Garvey, Jim Walker, 
Barry Fry 1977 and finally Trevor Gould.  The last game for the Club was against Nuneaton Borough 
away on the 4th May 1982, with the Eagles going down 1-0.  And so after 74 years the end came in 
1982 when the owners of the football ground in Queens Park exercised their right to terminate the 
lease and when plans to build a new stadium near Barkers Lane, Bedford, failed, the Club was 
wound up.

On the 5th May 1989, a group of Eagles supporters met to start a campaign to re-form Bedford 
Town FC, which was so successful that they obtained Council permission to play their home games on 
a public pitch in Queens Park. With Tony Sullivan as team manager, they were elected to the South 
Midlands League and finished fourth Terry King was tempted out of retirement to team up with 
Tony Sullivan for the 1992-93 season and a number of early wins put them on the way to a runaway 
championship.

This meant that the Club had to find their own ground in order to be promoted.  The Council finally 
decided a site at Meadow Lane, Cardington, a former council tree nursery, would be the most 
appropriate and with financial support from the council and much hard work from supporters and 
committee members, the New Eyrie was ready for the opening night game against Peterborough 
United watched by a crowd of over 3,000.  So the Eagles went into the SML Premier Division, won 
their first game and remained top of the league all season. Another race against time saw the 
ground upgraded and a rollercoaster campaign saw Bedford claim the 3rd promotion spot in the 
final week of the season.  The Eagles started season 1995-96 with high hopes of a 4th successive 
promotion.  But the team who gained promotion from Division Three never really settled to life at a 
higher level, and a string of bad results meant that relegation was a distinct possibility.  The 
Committee acted quickly to bring in Mick Foster from Beazer Homes Buckingham Town who 
brought several players with him which resulted in the Club finishing in a respectable 8th place. 



1996-7 was one of inconsistency, which cost the Eagles any chance of promotion. However, the Town 
finished in 7th place - the highest position since the Club was reformed.  The season 1997-98 saw an 
exciting finale when a late run by the Eagles saw them just fail to pip Wealdstone to the 3rd 
promotion spot and have to settle for 4th position.  The Town also won 2 cup competitions, the Beds. 
Premier Cup and the Vandanel Cup. Season 1998/99 - With just a few days to go before the start of 
the season, the Club parted company with the Manager and former players Tony Luff and Jason 
Reed were appointed joint managers. The Town enjoyed an excellent FA Vase run getting to the 5th 
Round when they were drawn at home to the holders Tiverton Town.  The Eagles lost 1-2 in front of a 
crowd of 1,566 and Tiverton went on to retain the Cup.   Season 1999/2000 - After a poor start to the 
season the eagles parted company with the Luff and Reed and  the club acted swiftly and Roger 
Ashby was appointed Manager. The Club finished in 8th spot. In the FA Trophy the Eagles reached 
the 4th Round against Conference side Yeovil.  The Eagles lost 0-4 . The attendance of 2,010 was the 
highest attendance for a competitive game since the club was re-formed.

Season 2000-2001 - The  Eagles finishing runners-up in Ryman Division One, gaining promotion to 
the Premier Division, losing only four league games all campaign. The Club also became a Private 
Limited Company at the beginning of the season and David Howell took over the club as Chairman. 
Season 2001-2002 - The League campaign got off to a disastrous start, losing the first seven matches 
before taking three points on the 8th attempt at Hendon with a 2-1 victory.  The league campaign 
would always be difficult after that, and it wasn’t until mid February that the club finally pulled 
away from the bottom two when the team put together a tremendous nine game unbeaten run.  
The FA Cup campaign was a memorable one, reaching the 1st Round proper. In front of the Match 
of the Day cameras the Eagles drew 0-0 at home to 2nd Division Peterborough United and took the 
“Posh” to a deserved replay at London Road in front of over 5,500 people.  The Eagles eventually 
went down 2-1 and were unfortunate not to have won the game.  

Season 2002/03 - After the departure Roger Ashby, former Northampton Town boss Kevin Wilson 
was appointed as manager of Bedford Town  in October.  Kevin played at the highest level and was 
capped by Northern Ireland 42 times. League form improved dramatically and the club finished in 
its highest league position of 9th since reformation. 

Season 2003/04 - In October 2003 Manager Kevin Wilson and his Assistant Lee Howey resigned 
from the club to join Aylesbury United.  Reserve and PASE Coach Dave Randall took charge in 
October 2003 but agreed to stand down in January 2004 after a poor run of league results. He was 
immediately replaced by Nick Platnnauer.  

Season 2004/05 - After a shaky start an upturn in form saw the Eagles win 12 home league games 
on the trot and reach 2nd place.  Unfortunately injuries took their toll and eventually slipped to 5th 
by the end of the season.  Bedford reached the semi final of the play off losing on penalties to 
Chippenham Town.  The Eagles also lost 3-2 over two legs to Kings Lynn in the League Cup final, but 
silverware did come to the club in the form of the Bedfordshire Senior Cup, beating Barton Rovers in 
the final 2-1. 



Season 2005/06 - The club moved into its new facilities at the beginning of this season with a new 
function room and football facilities up to National Conference standard.  The club were consistent 
throughout the season and earned a Play off final spot at Chippenham. The Eagles had their day 
with a magnificent 3-2 win, the winning goal coming from a wonder strike by Tom Bonner two 
minutes from time.  The Eagles now facing a new challenge in Nationwide South, the highest 
standard the club have played in since re-formation in 1990. 

Season 2006/07 - After struggling for most of the season Manager Nick Platnauer handed in his 
resignation in February 2007.  Stuart Bimson was appointed Caretaker Manager and was 
eventually given the post. Although results did improve relegation was confirmed on the 7th of April 
in a 2-0 defeat at Newport County.  

Season 2007/08 - Another poor season saw the Eagles relegated. However due to financial 
problems with other clubs Bedford escaped the drop. In the middle of our preparations for 2008/09 
Manager Stuart Bimson left the club to take a position at Cambridge United has Assistant Manager.  
Former Club Captain and Assistant Manager Lee Howarth was appointed 1st Team Manager. 

Season 2008/09 - The Eagles at least consolidated their position and achieved 15th place in the 
league which could have been much better if the teams away form had been up to scratch. The 
team only picked up 5 results on their travels with 4 wins and 1 draw. 

Season 2009/10 - The season proved to be another struggle for the Eagles. Conceding 88 goals in the 
league made life difficult to pick up regular points. After the departure of Manager Lee Howarth in 
March after a 6-1 defeat at Farnborough, former Reading Captain and Welsh International Ady 
Williams took over the reigns with the club looking at the distinct possibility of relegation. The fight 
came down to the last game of the season when we ran out  2-0 winners over Tiverton Town and 
escaped relegation by a point. 

Season 2010/11 - Pre-season promise did not materialise and with only one league win in the first 
twelve and early exits from FA Cup and Trophy saw manager Ady Williams resign in October.  Long 
serving Assistant and former Reserves Manager Ady Hall was appointed as Manager. 

Season 2011/12 - The season didn’t start well and early exits from the FA Cup and FA trophy both 
against East Thurrock didn’t help matters. Former manager Nick Platnauer returned to the fold as 
assistant manager in October. The second half of the season saw an upturn in league form with the 
club finishing in 10th position its highest finish for six years. Manager Ady Hall resigned at the end of 
the season due to work commitments and former manager Nick Platnauer took on the role for the 
second time. 

Season 2012/13 - The League campaign was a mixed affair, but the Eagles got their act together in 
the New Year and an 8 game unbeaten run saw the club come within touching distance of the play 
offs. Defeats at crucial times meant the Eagles finished in 10th position the same as the previous 
season.  After the departure of Manager Nick Platnauer the club  moved quickly to appoint 
Cranfield United Manager and former Eagles player Lee Bearman, with a directive to find good



local talent rather than searching further afield for players. Following a disappointing run of twenty 
games without a win, it was decided on Boxing Day 2013 to part company with Lee Bearman. On 
January 2nd 2014, former player Danny Nicholls was appointed manager with Alan Biley as his 
assistant. After 12 consecutive defeats manager Danny Nicholls and assistant Alan Biley resigned in 
March 2014.  Wellingborough Manager Craig Adams was appointed 1st team manager and brought 
with him his assistant, Jamie Wright and Goalkeeping coach Brian Mapley. However, Adams could 
not prevent relegation to the Southern League Division One Central on March 22nd.

Season 2014/15 – Life under Craig Adams started inconsistently in Southern League Division One. A 
5-3 win at Beaconsfield gave the club their first opening day win in 14 years before a disappointing 
September saw the Eagles drop down the table. The highlight of the autumn was the club’s FA 
Trophy run, defeating Chipstead FC, Brightlingsea Regent, Chippenham Town before facing Weston-
Super-Mare in the third qualifying round. After the turn of the New Year an inconsistent season took 
place with a phase of victories and defeats. At the climax of the season, Craig Adams committed 
himself to another season at the helm before resigning in mid May 2015. With a new management 
committee appointed, the search for a new manager commenced and on June 3rd, ex Barton Rovers 
manager Dan Kennoy was appointed. 

Season 2015/16 – Having taken over in the Summer, Dan Kennoy assembled a reasonable squad 
throughout preseason and hopes were high. The Eagles started well with progression in the FA Cup 
and ten points from the first five league games. However, a poor September lead to Dan Kennoy 
and his management team resigning. The Management Committee acted quickly and appointed 
Jon Taylor to the role of manager, where he was joined by former Eagles player Paul Daniels. Taylor 
led the Eagles to a solid 14th position finish.

Season 2016/17 – After a hard working Summer, Taylor assembled a strong looking squad that 
started preseason well with victories against Stevenage FC and Peterborough United XIs. Former 
Dunstable Town manager Darren Croft joined as assistant manager and John Bell followed as physio. 
The league season started disappointingly with defeats against Farnborough, Royston, Northwood 
and exiting the FA Cup to AFC Dunstable. A strong league run continued through late September 
and October, but this did include a disappointing 4:0 loss at Hanwell Town in the FA Trophy. The 
club lost again at Hanwell Town in the league on 10th December, but then went on a 20 game 
unbeaten run. This finished in disappointing fashion at Marlow in early April but had propelled the 
Eagles up to a respectable eight place finish.

Season 2017/18 – After the departure of Darren Croft over the summer, coach Gil Octave was 
promoted to assistant manager. The season started with a disappointing defeat at Uxbridge but wins 
against Aylesbury United and Swaffham Town in the FA Cup meant the Eagles finished August on a 
high. The Eagles spent most of the autumn in midtable and Jon Taylor continued to add to his 
squad. At the start of 2018, former Histon coach and St Ives Assistant Manager Jack Cassidy was 
brought into the management team. At the end of January 2018, the club was taken over, ending 17 
years of ownership under David Howell. Local businessmen David and Jon Taylor headed a 
consortium including Jason Brown, Ashley Jones, Doug Nurse and Alan Gudjin who took over tenure 
at the Eyrie. The Eagles went on a solid run from January, but were unable to reach the playoffs, 
falling short to finish in 8th place. 



Season 2018/19 – After a summer of rebuilding on and off the pitch, the new ownership began to 
stamp down their vision for the Eagles to progress. A number of former league players were signed, 
and the Eagles started with three wins from three against Kidlington, Yaxley and Dereham (In the 
FA Cup). A strong FA Cup run continued, defeating Bostik Premier side Enfield Town, before 
narrowly going out to AFC Telford away in late September. Cup football took priority in the 
autumn, as the Eagles went on an incredible run in the FA Trophy. They reached the first round, 
travelling all the way from the extra preliminary round to get there. The journey involved five ties, 
three replays, knocking out two Bostik Premier League sides on the way with Cheshunt, Tilbury, 
Kingstonian, Chipstead and Worthing all falling to town as their March to the first round proper of 
the trophy continued. Due to the large amount of cup football, the Eagles had only played 10 league 
fixtures by 1st December, and they sat in eighth place at this point, albeit with a number of games in 
hand over the playoff sitting sides.











Aylesbury FC Bedford Town

Red & Black Blue

Nick BENNION (GK) 1 Kyle FORSTER (GK)

Josh THOMPSON (GK) 2 Niall COOPER (GK)

Ben STEVENS 3 Brett LONGDEN

Craig CARBY 4 Dean DUMMETT

Jordan JENKINS © 5 Tommy HULL

Lewis MERRIDAN 6 Mason WATKINS-CLARK

Sam ODUSOGA 7 Gavin HOYTE

Derek FEYI 8 Jordan JARROLD

Haydon CLACK 9 Cade STEPHENS-ABBEY

Paul FIELD 10 Callum DONNELLY

Davis HAULE 11 Matty HARRIOTT

Jamie KEEN 12 Joel GYASI

Ryan YOUNG 13 Charlie HAYFORD

Joakim EHUI 14 Bradley WOODS-GARNESS

Elliott AMEDIEU 15 Craig DANIEL

Bruno BRITO 16 Taylor RHINEY

Ty DEACON 17 Phil DRAYCOTT

Brian HAULE 18 Ashton GRANT

19 James PETERS

20 Lee ROACHE

21 Jermain OSEI

22 Nathan FRATER

Manager: Paul BONHAM Manager: Jon TAYLOR

Match Officials

Referee:  Giovanni MARASCA
Assistants:  Jon PANCONI & Thomas RATHERAM


