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Welcome to Camberley RFC
Welcome Everyone to our match against Brighton RFC. 

Thank you Nathan for sponsoring today’s match.

  So we come to the end of a very exciting season and 
hopefully we can secure a second place, which our 1st 

team and coaching squad thoroughly deserve. We saw last weekend  
a fantastic match at Wimbledon, and we ran them very close, with all 
the pressure on their tryline in the last 15 minutes of the match, which 
could have seen us snatch a hard-fought win. But it was not to be. 
All those who went to the match I am sure will agree with me that the 
standard of rugby on show from both sides demonstrated the high level 
of rugby played by both sides over this season. However it is not quite 
the end of the season with the Cup Competition to follow. So keep your 
eye on the website for news about our first match in this competition. 
Our women’s side had a very good win last Sunday and this bodes 
well for the future of our women’s team. And our U15s continued their 
unbeaten cup run with a win over Sutton & Epsom, 28 - 0 to reach the 
Final on 26th March.

Yesterday was St. Patrick’s Day and so we are celebrating it today and 
this evening with our own local singing star, Jack Mason. I hope that 
many of you can join us for this “end of season” bash.

Enjoy the match,

     Mike Franzkowiak (President)

Photos on Cover by Dinger of Banbury Match

son



1st XV v Bournemouth RFC 1st XV 2nd XV v Horsham 2nd XV

London & SE Division Regional 1 South Central  (KO 3.00p.m.) Surrey Premiership League 1  (KO 2.00p.m.)

son

  Today’s Sponsor 
  Nathan Martyn of Roscan Electronics.

Nathan Martyn 
From 

Roscan Electronics 
 
Roscan Electronics provides a complete Contract Electronics Manufacturing service. From 
design right through to finished product build, Roscan Electronics provide an efficient, cost-
effective and quality solution. Whether you need PCBs, circuit board assembly, wiring 
assemblies, equipment test ot complete box or product build or you have a concept that 
needs to become reality, a production run that needs to be delivered rapidly, Roscan 
Electronics has both the experience and fulfilment capacity. 
 
Roscan Electronics Ltd. 
Unit 14 Marino Way, Hogwood Ind. Est. 
Finchampstead, Wokingham, Berkshire RG40 4RF 

Scheduled fixtures: for today

Senior Men’s 3rd XV vs Army Masters (12:00 kick off)
Senior Men’s 2nd XV vs Brighton 2nd XV (14:00 off)
Senior Men’s 1st XV vs Brighton (15:00 kick off)

All Men’s Six Nations matches will be shown on our big 
screens and we’re also throwing an after party ft. singer 
Jack Mason

Call: 01189 737 287   |   Email: sales@roscan.co.uk   |   roscan.co.uk

Electronics 
manufacturing 
services 
Over four decades delivering excellence

Proud Sponsors  
of Camberley RFC

With our experience, know-how, and fully equipped facility, 
Roscan Electronics offers a full electronics manufacturing 
service. From supplying the bare circuit board right through 
to building and testing your finished product, we are the 
perfect one-stop solution.

If your company has a concept that needs to become a reality, a 
production run that needs to be delivered fast, or if you require low 
volume or high volume PCB assembly, Roscan Electronics can help.

PCB Manufacturing PCB 
Assembly

Cable & Harness 
Manufacture

Electromechanical 
Assembly
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Photos from Oxford Quins Match
by Dinger



CAMBERLEY RFC NEWS



Fixtures & Results to Date

Match Sponsor/Information
13/08/2022 Henley Hawks & Nant RFCs - Camberley RFC Friendly
20/08/2022 Tottonians RFC - Camberley RFC Friendly
03/09/2022 Camberley RFC 25 - 20 Wimbledon RFC W League SCRUFFS
10/09/2022 Havant RFC 18 - 6 Camberley RFC L League

17/09/2022 Camberley RFC 43 - 21 Sutton & Epsom RFC W League President's Day                                    
(Dave Pinto & Simon Maylem)

24/09/2022 Bracknell RFC 7 - 31 Camberley RFC W League
01/10/2022 Camberley RFC 46 - 17 Banbury RFC W League Dave Scott & Stewart Davies
15/10/2022 Camberley RFC 40 - 15 Maidenhead RFC W League The Thursday Touch Training Group
22/10/2022 Brighton RFC 24 - 26 Camberley RFC W League
29/10/2022 Camberley RFC 53 - 34 Bournemouth RFC W League Andy Todd & Rowly Thomas
05/11/2022 London Welsh RFC 28 - 58 Camberley RFC W League
12/11/2022 Camberley RFC 36 - 7 Royal Wootton Bassett RFC W League Denis Fuller & SCRUFFS
26/11/2022 Oxford Quins RFC 17 - 50 Camberley RFC W League
03/12/2022 Camberley RFC 36 - 18 Havant RFC W League Derek & Simon Olsen

17/12/2022 Camberley RFC 31 - 19 Bracknell RFC W League Sean Bradbery/Dave Whitfield & 
Mike Franzkowiak/John Carpenter

07/01/2023 Banbury RFC P - P Camberley RFC P League
14/01/2023 Maidenhead RFC 17 - 35 Camberley RFC W League
21/01/2023 Camberley RFC P - P Brighton RFC P League Howard Ford & Gus Bartlett
28/01/2023 Bournemouth RFC 20 - 17 Camberley RFC L League
04/02/2023 Sutton & Epsom RFC 26 - 50 Camberley RFC W League (6 Nations) England v Scotland
11/02/2023 Camberley RFC 42 - 22 London Welsh RFC W League C. Powell/Smart Cyber Security Ltd.
18/02/2023 Royal Wootton Bassett RFC 19 - 22 Camberley RFC W League
25/02/2023 Banbury RFC 34 - 24 Camberley RFC L League Wales v England
04/03/2023 Camberley RFC 45 - 43 Oxford Quins W League Chris Gibson
11/03/2023 Wimbledon RFC 26 - 24       Camberley RFC L League England v France (4.45)
18/03/2023 Camberley RFC -       Brighton RFC League Nathan Martyn (Roscan Electronics)

-
-

Camberley RFC Fixtures & Results 2022 - 23 Season

     
     

                       Pic by Dinger and on front cover
                             Wimbledon v Camberley



Courageous Cam Sooooo Close 
by Roger Berry

A Fantastic performance by the black and ambers pushes League Champs to the limit 
 

So today's visit to Wimbledon was always going to be special particularly as Cam dented the Wombles pride in the first game of the 

season at Watchetts and although the home side had already wrapped up the one promotion place it had been decided that todays 

game would also be for The Surrey Cup. 

So, with Clarkey withdrawing today, did he trip over the dog in the kitchen again one may ask, and with Voighty, Hughsey and 

skipper Chris Bird all still injured plus Liam playing with an injured leg this was always going to be a tough ask for the lads from 

Watchetts to squeeze anything from a side who were on a 20 game unbeaten run. 

In the event an absolutely outstanding performance from the entire squad saw them push The Wombles all the way in a hugely 

physical encounter where all 18 put their bodies on the line for 80 mins and , to a man, they must be extremely proud of their 

performance, one of the most gutsy displays, particularly with so many senior players missing, I have seen from the black and 

ambers in my many years of watching them.  

So on this cold Saturday with a fresh breeze blowing from right to left Cam found themselves playing into the breeze for the first 40 

and things got off to a pretty poor start as they fiddled far to much with the kick, eventually conceding a lineout on their 22. The 

home side clearly enjoy the catch and drive and although the first drive was halted the ball was shipped out blind and try #1 was 

scored within 2 mins of the kickoff. 

Cam showed their quality right from the restart when they eventually reclaimed possession and playing several pen advantages 

they remained patient with their pick and goes until Ali decided to move it out wide and a clever run by Vic saw the fullback dot 

down for a score of 5-5 with just 7 mins gone. 

The next 20 mins or so saw both sides testing each other with both having spells in each other's red zones and despite a great 

scrum 10m from the Wimbledon line the hosts, using the wind effectively moved play into the Cam half and a further pen saw them 

with a 5m lineout and the inevitable driving maul saw them cross for a converted score on 29 mins. 

However Cam kept plugging away and we saw our Flying Fijian make several darts in this period and the shouts of approval from 

the home side and their supporters whenever he was tackled showed what a danger he poses (Head Coach Voighty was more 

than a tad miffed as he cannot remember any time throughout his playing career when the crowd had applauded when he was 

tackled!!) and eventually the deadlock was broken by Wimbledon again when they pushed another pen into the corner and 

converted their lineout drive to 7 points almost on the stroke of half time and score of 19-5. 

So with the wind at their backs it was important for the black and ambers to get back into the game early doors and that is exactly 

what happened as The Wombles knocked on the restart deep in their 22 and several pens later we saw a period of Cam lineout 

drives followed by good patient pick and goes until Ali decided to switch the ball wide and Blue Lights George sliced through the 

defence to claim a converted try on 45 mins, moving the score to 19 – 12. 

The next 15 mins saw both sides with periods of possession but the defence from both sides was magnificent and when our Mighty 

Nepalese Warrior, otherwise known as Shawa again showed his party trick when he chop tackles an opponent (size no issue) then 

gets up so quickly he wins the pen for holding on. We saw the ball swung wide again by Jaid who put the Flying Fijian over in the 

corner, (no applause from the home support this time!), and a score of 19-17 with 20 to go. 

Again Cam came back and threatened the Wombles whitewash but 2 poor attacking lineouts saw the home side escape and with 

75 mins played, following a period of Wimbledon pressure, they dotted down for a converted try moving the score to 26-17. 

But again the spirit within the black and ambers squad is absolutely amazing and from the restart we saw Woody, usually a centre 

but playing as a 6 today, flying up and tackling the receiver so comprehensively that Cam won another pen and we then had yet 

another period of seeing Cam camped within the Wimbledon 22 and with the home side reduced to 14 for a silly high tackle the 

pressure eventually paid off and, again Ali decided the time was right for George to add the sirens to the lights as he again made 

mincemeat of the tired defence to score his second of the afternoon and with Liam knocking over the extras on his one good leg 
 

Continued on Pg. 16
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Punjab is the land of Five Rivers and the land of the oldest civilisation in the 
world ‘the Indus valley civilization’ . Perhaps, it would be appropriate to call it 

the Land of Plenty!!
The fertility of its fields and the richness of its dairy have been the envy of the 

subcontinent.
Punjab is famous for its adventurous, outgoing, eat well-drink well Punjabis. 
The emphasis has traditionally been on robust food, prepared with the sim-
plest of ingredients and the simplest of basic techniques. Punjab – this side of 
the border or that – is situated at the crossroads of Silk Route. This allowed the 
Punjabis – Sikh, Hindu and Muslims – to imbibe diverse culinary influence. 
They tasted the best of the rest before anyone else on the subcontinent. The 
proximity with Persia, Afghanistan and Central Asia gave them a taste for 

fresh and dried fruits and exotic nuts.
Jinney Punjab NahinWekheya, Au Janamaya Hi Nahin.

“He who has not seen Punjab has not lived at all”

67-69 Park Street, Camberley, Surrey
inquiry@sanjha.co.uk
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League Tables
London & SE Division (Regional 1 South Central) League 

Surrey Premiership League 1



Camberley RFC 1st XV

Coaching Staff
Dir of Rugby: Gareth Rise
1st XV Coach - Chris 
Laidler
Forwards Coaches  - 
Michael Clarke, Sam 
Voight, Alex Hughes
Backs Coach - Liam 
Prescott
Physio - Simon Carr
Manager - Ant Bentham
Press Officer - Roger Berry

Position Sponsors

Simon Olsen
Chris Gibson
Chris Hill
Roger Chamberlain
George Gould
Bruce McLaren
Brian Holland
Stephen Wickens

Gwynne Evans
Harry Fish

Derek Olsen
Bill Murray
Roger Berry
Rusty Smith
Billy White

SCRUFFS

Name

Greg Franzel
John Murphy
Nick Barry
Dom Sammut
Ed Grosvenor
Hamish Janes
Ben Lovett-Smith
Alex Hughes

Max McCarthy
Liam Prescott

George Owen
Jaid Wiltshire
Joseph Wood
Josh Lewanituva
Vic Hardwicke

Adam Picket
Shawa Rai
Harry Challenor

No.

 1
 2
 3
 4
 5
 6
 7
 8

 9
10

11
12
13
14
15

16
17
18

 Mike Courtness 
& Neil Doody

P 020 3970 4401
E j.murphy@ovalpeakpartners.com
Oval Peak Partners Limited
www.ovalpeakpartners.com
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Name

Greg Franzel
John Murphy
Nick Barry
Dom Sammut
Ed Grosvenor
Hamish Janes
Ben Lovett-Smith
Alex Hughes

Max McCarthy
Liam Prescott

George Owen
Jaid Wiltshire
Joseph Wood
Josh Lewanituva
Vic Hardwicke

Adam Picket
Shawa Rai
Harry Challenor

Position

Loose Head Prop
Hooker
Tight Head Prop
Lock
Lock
Blind Side Flanker
Open Side Flanker
No. 8

Scrum Half
Fly Half

Wing
Centre
Centre
Wing
Full Back

Substitute
Substitute
Substitute

Pitch Equipment
provided by 
The New CoOp 
on the Frimley Road

1. 
2. 
3. 
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

9.
10.

11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

16.
17.
18.
 
Coaching Staff: Richard Neil (DOR), Rob Lawrence,James Trevis, 
Dave McIlwaine 
Physio: Ryan McDermott
Manager: Tom Taylor

Declan Peake
William Fitzpatrick
Andrew Rowlandson
Angus North
George Orchard
Joseph Hoare
Nick De Brett
Joshua Salisbury

Conor Scott
Sean O’Hagan

Onwabile Nesi
Hayden Quigg
Arthur Robinson
Maxx Morris
Peter Sowerby

Oliver Smith
Kaselle Lee
Henry Kirwan

              Likely team:

 Brighton RFC 1st XV



1st XV Squad

Michael Clarke

 Adam Picket

Greg Franzel

  Dan Matthews

Alex Young Tom Allen Josh LewanituvaNick Barry

Ally Walton   George Owen

Vic Hardwicke

Chris Bird

Ben Lovell-Smith

Dom Sammut Sam VoightJaid Wiltshire
.

 Alex Hughes   Shawa Rai
      Ed Grosvenor   Liam Prescott



Greg Franzel

Today’ 1st XV Squad Line Up

11 Alex Turton
Sponsored by

Mike Franzkowiak

1 Adam Pickett
Sponsored by

Available

3 Greg Franzel
Sponsored by

Simon Olsen

18 Alex Turton
Sponsored by

Available

12 Joe Price
Sponsored by

Available

15 Tom Allen
Sponsored by

Mick Hulme
14 Josh Lewanituva

Sponsored by

Available

13 Ash Wright
Sponsored by

Rusty Smith

9 Tom Chennell
Sponsored by

SCRUFFS

10 Matt Dalrymple
Sponsored by

Available
6 Josh Watson

Sponsored by

Squirrels Golf Soc.

8 Sione Funaki
Sponsored by

Available
7 Shawa Rai

Sponsored by

Available

4 Dom Sammut
Sponsored by

Available

5 Sam Voight
Sponsored by

Available

2 Dylan Emerton
Sponsored by

Squirrels Golf Soc.

17 Alex Hughes
Sponsored by

Available

16 Josh Thundercliffe
Sponsored by

Available



    Wimbledon v Camberley (Cont.)

this brought proceedings to a close – so nearly the result we had dreamed of but the home side are not unbeaten for nothing in a 

run of 21 games and they certainly knew they had been in a contest. 

So congratulations to The Wombles crowned as League Champions and also Surrey Cup winners and so with 2 points from the 

game Cam now need 4 points from their rearranged home fixture at Watchetts next Saturday to claim 2nd spot.  

Also congratulations to the London Soc of Refs for sensibly providing 2 assistant refs which meant that proceedings went extremely 

well with no players or supporters providing their own running commentaries ie constant shouts of offside, high tackle, needs a 

yellow etc etc – I just wish at this level we could have that every week. 

No doubt there will be a lot of sore bodies on both sides on Sunday as they gave their all for 80 mins, in what was a full on game 

with neither side backing down and The Cam coaching team will be extremely pleased with the overall performance of the 18 but I 

image they will have been particularly taken by the physicality, guts and amazing skills of the back row BLS at #8, taking over a 

spot held for 20 games this season by The Shed, Birdy and Hughsey, was simply massive and he produced in spades Then we 

have Hamish, well he was due to be in Rome today but the fates were with us and his flights were cancelled – what a find he has 

been this season, pacey and what a tackler too – look out for him next season. And then we have the little man – only in height I 

hasten to add – I have been a real fan of Shawa since a cup game at Dover well before covid when, as a mere 17/18 year old. he 

showed that if you do it right anyone can tackle and did he deliver that again today – simply immense – and it is nice to see him 

and BLS operating together again as they did in the Academy some years ago. 

A magnificent performance by everyone and regardless of the final position this has been a outstanding season for the squad and 

the coaching team who must take a lot of credit for the way the side has performed this season. 
 

Pic by Dinger shows Shawa (with scrum cap) and BLS getting ready to 
chop the Wimbledon attack





BOOK ON TO OUR EASTER CAMPS TODAY! 

 

We’re delighted to be offering two Easter camps over the school summer holidays led by senior men’s player 

and coach Sam Voight.  

Book and pay for your space through the link on the website(select either 3 - 5 April or 11 – 13 April camp) 

Once you’ve booked and paid, please fill in the form on the Website.  

Our holiday camps promise to help develop players' core skills and game understanding in an inclusive, 

enjoyable and safe environment.  

The camp is aimed at U7-U15 (Year 2 - Year 10) girls & boys and provides fun, organised and educational 

activities for all players.  

Dates 

Camp 1 (3 days) - Monday 3 April - Wednesday 5 April  

Camp 2 (3 days) - Tuesday 11 April – Thursday 13 April  

Prices 

Standard day (9:30-16:30): £25 a day | Extended day (8.30-17:30): £35 a day  

Discounts 

Standard day - £65 for 3 days | Extended day - £90 for 3 days  

Format  

8:30 - Early Drop off  

9:30 - Registration Opens  

10:00 - Rugby Activity 1  

12:30 - Lunch  

13:30 - Rugby Activity 2  

15:00 - Break  
15:15 - Rugby Activity 3  
16:30 - End of Day & Collection  

17:30 - Late Pick up  

Please note lunch is not provided and all players must bring a suitable packed lunch and a water bottle. We 

ask that all players wear suitable footwear and bring a change of clothing if the weather is poor. 

BOOK ON TO OUR EASTER CAMPS!



Mike McCarthy’s ‘Celebration of Life’ 

 
Saturday 15th April 2023 – 6pm till late – A buffet will be served at 7.30/8.00pm

You may already have heard the sad news of the passing of Mike McCarthy at the age 
of 84. Mike’s Family would like to invite you to a celebration of his life at Camberley 
Rugby Club on the 15th April 2023.

Mike passed away last July while at his holiday home in Florida but American red tape 
meant that the family were not able to have a ‘traditional’ funeral, as having been 
abroad, there were inevitable issues with bringing him home. His heart had finally 
given up on him at the tender age of 84.

Mike was Chairman at Camberley Rugby Club for several years in the 90’s and was a 
driving force in making things happen at the Club, including giving financial support 
and his own time to help implement change. He was also a member of The White 
Hart Marauders, CADS club, and the SCRUFFS for whom he was a founding Member, 
and Chairman. Again giving up his time to help SCRUFFS raise money for both the 
Club and local charities. I will never forget Mike turning up at the club with around 
forty pink and black umbrellas, with the SCRUFFS logo on them. Our Pink V-neck 
sweaters, pink cravats and pink and new black fedoras were fully complimented by 
the umbrellas.

Danny would appreciate you bringing along any photographs you might have 
involving Mike or if you have any digital ones please email them to Danny at 
dan.mccarthy@deemac.eu. So the buffet can be organised please also let him know if 
you can make it on the 16th!

I'm sure you will all join me in wishing Mike’s family, Roma, Danny, Kath and his 
grandchildren our best wishes at this difficult time. However all of us know that if he is 
looking down on us he would just be saying “for god’s sake just get on with it, and 
make sure you’ve got some music in the back ground. I Did It My Way will do nicely!”. 

(Mike is 3rd umbrella from the left, on the grass) 

Billy White, Wooden Spoon Marauders  
“The Children’s Charity of Rugby – Helping Disabled and 
Disadvantaged Children" 
 

Mike McCarthy’s “Celebration of Life”



 Thank you to our sponsors

Call: 01189 737 287   |   Email: sales@roscan.co.uk   |   roscan.co.uk

Electronics 
manufacturing 
services 
Over four decades delivering excellence

Proud Sponsors  
of Camberley RFC

With our experience, know-how, and fully equipped facility, 
Roscan Electronics offers a full electronics manufacturing 
service. From supplying the bare circuit board right through 
to building and testing your finished product, we are the 
perfect one-stop solution.

If your company has a concept that needs to become a reality, a 
production run that needs to be delivered fast, or if you require low 
volume or high volume PCB assembly, Roscan Electronics can help.

PCB Manufacturing PCB 
Assembly

Cable & Harness 
Manufacture

Electromechanical 
Assembly

Roscan A5 Rugby Club Adverts #1.indd   2Roscan A5 Rugby Club Adverts #1.indd   2 10/12/2019   11:0410/12/2019   11:04



 Thank you to our sponsors

 
u14s (Girls) go from strength to strength 

A great day of rugby for our u14s v Guildfordians. Try's scored from both 
sides with the combination side of Camberley & Guildford taking the win of 29-
19 

All our players contributed to a fiercely contested match and Lola was 
awarded POM in a change of position which she very much embraced at No.15 

As girls rugby increases in popularity, clubs across the Country are joining 
forces to ensure that players get maximum game time. Weekly training 
ensures that players are gaining the skillsets to transfer into live games, 
building confidence and positional opportunities. 

Here at Camberley we welcome new players at every training session, our 
u14s are sch years 8&9. Come along and be part of the growing numbers 
taking up rugby as a new sport or maybe you didn't have a girls team to join 
after Mini rugby and are ready to put your boots on again! There is place for 
everyone at Camberley, come and join us 

Training 
Wednesdays 6-7pm 
Sundays Training or matches 

 

ANOTHER WATERFALL CUP WIN
by Kim Johnson



COMMERCIALHOTELSINDUSTRIALRESTAURANTS 
LEISUREDISTRIBUTIONRESIDENTIALCIVIL INFRASTRUCTUREWAREHOUSE

01276 536 227
info@eleciserve.co.uk • www.eleciserve.co.uk

Proud Sponsors of

Whilst we continue to grow, Eleciserve remains a family based and orientated company at heart - we 
constantly re-invest in our team and take pride in our investment in the local community. 

We look forward to meeting the supporters and sharing a beer 
(or 2) in the clubhouse.

Eleciserve E+M are privately owned electrical & mechanical contractors based in Camberley. 
We operate across a vast degree of sectors, from high end hotels / residential and offices to 

distribution and HS2 works - with over 100 engineers in house and growing Eleciserve E+M can 
accommodate on all projects for Electrical and Mechanical across all sectors.

We have seen a huge growth in demand for our services throughout the last few years, we believe 
this is down to our hands on approach and utilising our own staff in house  which gives us more 

control on the quality of the projects we deliver.

Eleciserve also offers a turnkey design and build service, again with our own in 
house design team - this allows us to turn design requirements & client led changes around 

very quickly. We are very forward thinking with the utilisation of 3D BIM software and collaborative 
workspace communication software.



BRIGHTON FOOTBALL CLUB 1868 
 
 

To establish the beginnings of the Club, we must look first at the pioneering days of football. There were originally twelve 
to thirty players on each side and forward rushes that contributed to some rather nasty encounters. Hacking, tripping, 
charging and scragging were all within the recognised codes as played in most parts of the country. At Brighton, it was the 
practice to field 12 or 15 players aside. The number was determined before the start of each game according to the particular 
codes and laws, which the two captains decided to adhere to. A single goal scored during the game was superior to any 
number of tries (at goal) or touchdowns. Brighton decided to play under the codes and laws of Rugby College and of course 
later the Rugby Football Union (26th January 1871) affiliation to the RFU eliminated the need to find a team that played the 
game according the Rugby College laws. 

In 1852, the Brighton Schools Provincial Club was formed and all games were played under the Rugby modified laws at the 
Sussex County Cricket Club. I have yet to establish the existence of other teams in the area, therefore I can only conclude 
that, with 450 members; the game was confined to three or four schools affiliated to the Brighton Club. The earliest 
documented fixture played in Brighton was in 1867 when Lancing College, Schools of Brighton and Brighton College played 
each other. 

1868 saw the formation of the Brighton Shooflies under the guidance of W Stuckey (Major V.D.), F.C.Parsons (Liet-Col T.D.), 
and Charles G.Boxhall (Colonel Sir Charles Boxhall). I have no doubt that the Shooflies were initially an army team as the 
above Gentleman were serving in the 4th and 8th Field Artillery batteries based at Preston Barracks, Lewes Road, Brighton. 
Of personal interest, my local beer hostelry The Bugle frequented by present Brighton Rugby players was built in the 1860s 
and was at that time the closest Public House to the barracks. Therefore, I would like to think that the gentleman of the 
Shooflies partook in the odd tipple at the Bugle and that we are continuing the tradition! In the same year J.B.Woolley 
(Captain of Brighton Schools in 1867) formed another Brighton side The Wasps. 

These two teams became great rivals and when they met quarter was neither given or asked. The season of 1873 saw The 
Shooflies beat the The Wasps convincingly on two occasions. The last game was memorable when on ground sodden with 
melting snow. Mr G.C.Dill come to blows with J.B.Woolley of The Wasps It was then that the Shooflies claimed and took the 
title The Brighton Football Club, despite the protests of Mr J.A.Body of The Wasps. That team thereupon ceased to exist 
and the two clubs united (the same J.A.Body played forward for England in 1872 and 1873, the first, but not the last 
international to come from Brighton FC! 

The administration headquarters of the Brighton Football Club was Waters Wine Bar at the bottom of Spring Street (The 
Prince Arthur? Another old haunt of Brighton Rugby Club) where committee meetings were held over a dock glass of Sherry 
and emergency meetings were known to be held under the nearest convenient lamppost, (nothing changes!). 

The Cubs fixture list included games against Lancing, Hurst and Brighton Colleges, Sussex County Hospital and Tonbridge 
School. Games were also played against Worthing who would only consent to play Rugby at Brighton if the Brighton Cub 
agreed to play soccer at Worthing! That season saw Worthing beat Brighton on their own ground by a last minute goal to 
nil. The match at Brighton under RFUs laws, had a very different outcome - Brighton produced the amazing score of 7 goals 
and 23 tries to Worthings nil! 

Another brilliant rugby player and soldier who played at that time was Frank Mitchell. He won a Brighton honours cap in the 
1891-92 season, gained a double Cambridge Blue and was captain of Rugby and Cricket at the University. He played for 
England as a forward against South Africa, was on the Barbarian Committee, the Kent CCC and served as a Lieutenant, in 
the York Dragoons. He fought at Bagshot and Shwartz Koffeafontain in South Africa, won the Queens Medal and was 
promoted to Lt Colonel. In his spare time! He wrote a book about the game Rugby Football, in the Hamilton Library series. 

As well as producing many distinguished former players, Brighton can boast that it invented the Great Rugby Touring 
industry! In December 1902 we became the first English Rugby Club to tour France under the Rugby Union regulations. Our 
gallant Club met Stade Francais at the Parc de St Cloud (now Parc de Princes), and were defeated 9-3. The following year, 
Brighton had its revenge, and beat Stade by one try to nil. For that game, our playing shirts were White with the Brighton 
Crest and the socks were Black. But, in the same year, A.S.Anderson joined the Club from London Scottish, and introduced 
the Scarlet socks as worn by London Scottish and Scotland. In his day, the games were played at Preston Park, and Mr 
G.Short, of the Crown and Anchor Hotel provided the clubrooms and changing facilities. 

Since those early days, a lot has happened to Brighton. We have many ground changes, including the traumatic uprooting 
of our Club from Horsdean to our present, and I may say luxurious facilities at Waterhall. But it is those pioneering times 
that capture the imagination most - and as more information comes to light, a greater comprehension of the history of our 
Club and the game of Rugby will be established.  

 

               History of Brighton RFC
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