




Welcome back to Victoria park for our 2nd game of the season as 
we entertain Steeton.

We’re looking for the lads to bounce back tonight. We’ve set 
ourselves standards this pre season and unfortunately Saturday 
just wasn’t anywhere near the levels we have set ourselves. I think 
on reflection a draw was a fair result, and Jack had a solid game 
so for him to make that mistake so late on was harsh and 
uncharacteristic. He’s a top keeper and strong headed so I’ve 
every faith he will be ok!

Looking forward to getting too it under the lights, and hopefully 
celebrating 3 points come the final whistle, but we will need to be 
miles better than we were on Saturday.

Hope you enjoy the game.

Andy





It was a busy Day in Division One North, topped by a great game at Ilkley as The Ba’hatters made their 
NWCFL and Step 6 debut with a home game against Bury which saw six goals in an enthralling game, 
watched by a sell-out all ticket crowd of just under 500. All of the games came in the second half as Bury 
took a 2-0 lead through Adam McWilliam (46) and Ayomide Ibrahim (50) before Ilkley pulled the game level 
courtesy of quick fire goals from James Hudson and James Hughes in the 54th and 55th minutes respectively. 
Aiden Chippendale secured the points for Bury with goals on 68 minutes and a penalty on 83 minutes.
Atherton LR were the other big winners on the day with a 2-5 win at St Helens Town, a brace from Connor 
Comber and a hat-trick from Luke Nicholls ensuring a comprehensive win on the day.

St Helens neighbours Pilkington AFC had a better start to their campaign with a 2-3 away win over Nelson at 
Little Wembley. Brian Mabhena put Nelson ahead on 11 minutes and that kept them ahead until the 
73rd minute when the game kicked into overdrive, Danny Bate levelled for Pilks on 73 mins and two minutes 
later, Phil Marsh put the visitors ahead. Bradley Ditch levelled on 82 minutes only for a point to slip from 
Nelsons grasp on 88 minutes when Callum Laird scored the winner.

Chadderton travelled to face a new look Daisy Hill on and off the pitch and a solitary goal from Adam Dale 
gave the visitors all three points. Up the road, AFC Darwen got off to a winning start as they faced League 
newcomers South Liverpool who looked the part at The Anchor Ground. Two goals from Leon Creech in the 
last 12 minutes, including a penalty gave the home side the three points.

Ashton Town hosted AFC Blackpool and it was the visitors from the seaside who put in a strong 
performance to take the win 1-2. Goals in the first half from Oscar Radcliffe keeping Town out of reach as 
Rustam Stepans late goal in the 4th minute of added time amounted to only a consolation on the day.
Garstang got off to a flying start at home to Campion AFC and they looked fairly comfortable having gone 
two goals ahead through Joseph Noblet and Corey Harrison either side of the break, however a screamer 
from Thomas Robinson brought Campion back into it on 67 minutes only for Noblet to re-extend Garstang’s 
lead shortly after. Campion didn’t give up the ghost though and made it uncomfortable for Garstang for the 
last few minutes as Mark Ferguson kept their options open with a goal on 85 minutes.

Holker and Golcar fought out a 1-1 draw at The Handmark Engineering Stadium, Pat Allington putting the 
home side ahead on 34 minutes only for Michael Fish to level on 47 minutes. It also finished honours even 
at Bacup Borough as the home side let a two-goal lead slip against Cleator Moor Celtic. Kyle Siddle and Alex 
Mellor’s goals being cancelled out late in the second half by Tom Mahone and Jack Conway. 



DATE OPPONENT KICK OFF

03/08/21 Steeton (H) 19:45

07/08/21 Golcar United (A) 15:00

14/08/21 AFC Blackpool (A) 15:00

17/08/21 Bury AFC (H) 19:45

21/08/21 South Liverpool (A) 15:00

28/08/21 Garstang (H) 15:00

DATE OPPONENT SCORE

31/07/21 Pilkington (H) 2-3 (L)

https://www.nwcfl.com/clubpage.php?id=712
https://www.nwcfl.com/clubpage.php?id=853
https://www.nwcfl.com/clubpage.php?id=1
https://www.nwcfl.com/clubpage.php?id=885
https://www.nwcfl.com/clubpage.php?id=209
https://www.nwcfl.com/clubpage.php?id=831
https://www.nwcfl.com/clubpage.php?id=852




EARLY DAYS

The 1908-09 season saw Steeton’s first properly organised soccer team. Steeton Church Lads Brigade appeared in the 

Keighley & District League. Before that time there were dozens of ‘scratch’ or one-off teams in the district experimenting 

with the game and no doubt several in the Steeton area. One, named Steeton FC, played a team from Haworth in 

November 1905 and won 5-0 but this side was short-lived.

For the 1909-10 season, Steeton Church Lads Brigade continued in the Keighley League (finishing 3rd in the first division). 

There was also a new Steeton FC in the same division. It is probable that this new side was formed from the village rugby 

team Steeton Wesleyans FC also played in the 2nd division of the Keighley League this season, where they finished 

bottom.

For the 1910-11 season only Steeton FC existed. The other two sides in the village were said to have become defunct but it 

is likely there was some kind of merger between all three clubs, creating a strong village side that was independent from 

the rugby club. The fact that there was a reserve team this season suggests further that a merger had taken place. The 

final of the prestigious Keighley Charity Cup was reached for the first time. Steeton lost 1-5 to a strong Keighley Celtic.

The club plied its trade in the Keighley and District League until the early 1960’s when the club made the move to the 

Craven League. The late 1960s saw the club move from The Oaks to Summerhill Lane as the Oaks was part of a rebuild in 

the area that included Airedale Hospital and a new housing estate. With Jack Fortune a driving force behind the clubs 

move to Summerhill Lane. 

THE MODERN ERA

When Jez Fay took over an ailing side towards the end of the 1999-2000 season, Steeton were struggling in the third tier 

of the West Riding League. Fay’s appointment proved a sound one as within 12 months they were Division Two 

champions, on goal difference from Rawdon Old Boys. Not only that, but the side reached the semi-final of the recently 

introduced West Riding County Trophy, going out only to eventual winners Carlton Athletic reserves.

The 2001-02 season saw both heartbreak and glory. By the end of the season, Steeton were just a point away from 

becoming Division One champions, yet they were still deprived a second successive promotion as Bay Athletic edged 

runners-up spot on goal difference. Steeton were among the favourites to win the County Trophy, and progress was this 

time made to the final where they met County Amateur Division Two runners-up Hunsworth. In a dramatic game, Steeton

trailed by two goals early on before fighting back winning the trophy thanks to a late winner from Steven Barker. 

Promotion to the Premier Division of the league was not far off, as Steeton earned the right at the end of the 2002-03 

season. 

With Paul Ettenfield taking the reins from Fay in 2003, Steeton sought to establish itself in the top league but were sadly 

relegated back to the first division in 2005. Three mid-table positions were achieved back in the second tier and another 

league cup was won the same season, with Roy Mason taking over the manager’s role before the start of the season.

Mason’s side finished a fine third in the league at the close of the 2008-09 campaign. 

Steeton did win the District Cup for only the third time in their history in 2011, defeating holders Cowling 5-0 in the final. 

The club continued to rise and in the 2012/13 season Steeton attained their highest league position finishing in second 

place behind Bay Athletic The side also won the Keighley Cup final that season.



COUNTY CUP FINAL

The following season saw Steeton have one of their most memorable seasons when they reached the final of the County 
Cup for the first time, with the final game played at Elland Road. The earlier rounds had seen the likes of Oxenehope, 
Beeston and Brighouse Town’s reserves beaten for a semi-final place at Woodlesford was earnt. It took an early Michael 
Rhodes penalty to settle a tense and close encounter and set up a final with Bradford side Field FC. However it wasn’t to be 
Steeton’s day and in an awful first half they found themselves 4-0 down before Lee Reilly pulled two goals back. Field 
eventually ran out 5-2 winners.

ENTRY INTO THE NWCFL

The 2017/18 season saw Steeton apply for promotion to the North West Counties League. The introduction of a lot of 
younger players the team started to gel and apart from a County Cup defeat by Carlton Athletic they remained unbeaten all 
season.

The Keighley Cup was won thanks to two late goals from Graham Holmes. One to send the game into extra time after 
Silsden Whitestar had taken a first half lead.

The League Cup was also won for the first time in the clubs history. Ben Richardson, Andy Holden and Andy Briggs had put 
Steeton 3-0 at half time against Campion and a further Briggs goal in the second period saw Steeton win in a convincing 
manner.

The season however was tinged with sadness as club stalwarts, David Baxter (right) and Archie Airdrie both passed away 
within a few weeks.

The 2018/19 season saw the club move into the North West Counties League and proved to be one of the most historic 
moments of the clubs history, as we won our first ever game in the FA Vase by beating Northallerton 2-1 and also beating 
Thackley in the Senior West Riding County FA Cup.

The 2019/20 season saw club stalwart Albert Bates move up to club President and Pete Jeffrey taking over as club 
chairman. On the field the team will embark on its second season at this level playing at Cougar Park. A tough season for 
the team on the field which was eventually interrupted by the Covid-19 pandemic.

The 21/22 season marks a new era with the move to our new home at Marley Stadium in Keighley and plans to grow both 
the senior football side and our junior set-up.

Steeton AFC Club Honours
West Riding County FA Trophy Winners 2001-02

Craven & District League Winners 1959-60

TAP Cup Winners 1984-85

Keighley & District League Winners 1937-38, 1938-39, 1954-55

Keighley Charity Cup Winners 1936-37, 1937-38, 1938-39

Keighley & District FA Challenge Cup Winners 1988-89, 1992-93, 2010-11,2012-13

Keighley & District FA Supplementary Cup Winners 2007-08, 2008-09, 2011-12

Keighley & District FA Youth Cup Winners 1974-75

Liam Daley U12s Trophy Winners 2008-09





Nelson In The 
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NELSON TOWN COUNCIL
Official Community Sponsors of Nelson FC











Manager Steve 

Cunningham

Colours: Blue Shirts, Blue 

Shorts, Blue Socks

Goalkeeper 

Colours: Yellow Shirt, 

Yellow Shorts, Yellow 

Socks

The Admirals STEETON

Roy Mason (Manager)

George Bristol (GK), Omar 

Anjum, Callan Parker-Wells.


