




Good evening and welcome to Victoria Park for tonight’s visit of AFC Bury. A very warm welcome to our visitors.

The last time we played Bury was almost 100 years ago, 1924 we were on the wrong end of a 5-0 score line. I know it was 100 years ago, 
but it shows just how mighty both clubs once were with both being former league clubs, albeit Bury much more recently. This is a fixture 
I’m not sure many will realise has in fact been a football league fixture once upon a time, so it could create a bit of history.

We had a great preseason, better than I imagined if I’m honest. I learnt so much about this group and myself, and the season was looking 
really positive. Being banned for the first 3 games was never ideal and Sharpey and Jake did a great job in those first 3 games, against 
Pilkington and Golcar we have dominated for 75 minutes but crazy 15-minute spells have cost us in both games. This is a young squad and 
fairly inexperienced at this level. If we can get them to manage games better at crucial moments, then this group will do something 
special I am sure about that. It’s our main job now to become more streetwise and see games out when we are dominating.

When the fixtures came out and I saw Bury at home on a Tuesday night it was hard not to get excited. There’s no place better under the 
lights and with a big crowd on it really looks like it could be a special night. Bury come with a fantastic ex pro in charge in Andy Welsh, 
someone I used to watch play for Stockport as a kid, and an experienced squad with players who should be playing leagues above. They 
will ooze quality and be fit, so we have to match their fitness levels and stop them being effective. We know how they play and have a 
game plan and hopefully we can stop them scoring. I’m confident that if we can stop them scoring, we will win the game as we are such a 
threat going forward.

I'm looking forward to this one, it’s nights like these that make what we do worth it.

I hope both teams put on a performance for the fans, and that we can show what we’re all about and get another much needed 3 points.

Enjoy the game.

ANDY





This weekend sees a number of fixtures taking place in Division One North. We are only a week in
to the new 2021-22 season and things are already starting to settle in quite nicely. Lots of
competitive football, good gates, goals aplenty and lots of drama and that is expected to continue
as some of the early favorites go head to head this weekend whilst for others it’s a chance to
consolidate near the top of the table or for some, to avoid that summit getting too far out of sight
too early.
AFC Blackpool top the table at the moment with two sins from two and they have had a good start
with wins at Ashton Town and at home to Holker and they will be looking to keep that run going
against Cleator Moor Celtic this weekend. Cleator Moor have only had the one game so far which
was their 2-2 draw at Bacup.
Speaking of which, Brent Peters Bacup Borough make the relatively short trip to The Neuven
Stadium this weekend to take on Bury AFC. Bury are another with an unbeaten start and they will
be looking to continue this and to maintain their early momentum. In their way are a strong Bacup
side who have their own strong aspirations this season and they will be looking to stick a branch in
Bury’s spokes.
It’s the El-Glassico this weekend as St Helens Town host Pilkington at the Arcoframe Stadium. St
Helens Town got their first point on the board in midweek with a handy looking draw at Garstang
whilst Pilks have had a reasonable start with a win and a draw themselves. This is a fixture that has
generated a lot of interest around the Town in recent years and should provoke a lot of interest this
weekend.
Neither Ilkley Town nor Ashton Town have got off to the best of starts at this point but they face off
at Profiles Park on Saturday. Ilkley pushed Bury right to the wire last weekend and were then well
beaten at Bacup in midweek whilst Ashton Town have a lot of potential this season but they will be
looking to dust themselves down from their 4-2 defeat at South Liverpool on Wednesday to try and
get up the table as soon as possible.
On the subject of South Liverpool, they will be looking to build on that impressive first win back in
the National League System in midweek but face a trip up the A59 to Keighley to take on Steeton.
South looked handy in midweek and currently sit mid-table whilst Steeton have only the one game
under their belt so far which was their midweek defeat at Nelson.
Chadderton host Atherton LR at the Falcon Fire Stadium this weekend with both clubs having good
starts and at the right end of the table. Both of these teams will be looking to consolidate their
respective positions. At the Skye Direct Stadium Golcar United welcome Nelson with the home side
unbeaten at this time with four points from a possible six and Nelson with a win and a loss so far.
Daisy Hill will be looking to kick-start their season but face a tough challenge in the form of
Garstang who arrive at New Sirs with four points from six and looking a decent outfit this season.
Daisy Hill have a lot of potential this season and whilst their new-look team get used to each other
they will be looking to improve on their tally of one point from two games this far.
Last but not least, Holker Old Boys welcome AFC Darwen to The Handmark Engineering Stadium on
Saturday. These two clubs have faced each other many times over the years with Darwen having
the better record between the two, however Holker have won the last couple of games in this
fixture and will be hoping that run continues this weekend.
Lots of decent fixtures to look at and as always, if you are at a game this weekend, please take care
and be sure to follow each clubs Matchday safety guidance, doing this helps us do our bit to keep
the games coming thick and fast.



DATE OPPONENT KICK OFF

17/08/21 Bury AFC (H) 19:45

21/08/21 South Liverpool (A) 15:00

28/08/21 Garstang (H) 15:00

30/08/21 Ilkley Town (A) 15:00

04/09/21 St Helens Town (H) 15:00

https://www.nwcfl.com/clubpage.php?id=885
https://www.nwcfl.com/clubpage.php?id=209
https://www.nwcfl.com/clubpage.php?id=831
https://www.nwcfl.com/clubpage.php?id=889
https://www.nwcfl.com/clubpage.php?id=20




3rd October was a poignant date with which the team take their first steps out on the grass at the 
Neuven Stadium. it was exactly a year to the day when volunteers at what was known as ‘Bury Phoenix 
Club’ met for the first time.

Held at the Stanley Conservative Club, a stone’s throw from Gigg Lane, around 150 fans congregated to 
see if they could provide football for the town of Bury. As had been the case for the previous 134 years 
at that point. Most, if not all, hurting from a summer of anguish, and ultimately despair. Top-level football 
had ceased to take place in the town and there was little prospect of this changing any time soon.

The aim following that meeting. To start a new club.

October 2019: The first meeting of Bury fans to discuss and build the organisation of those volunteering 
to help with this goal. Initially, fans who turned up were spoken to by members of LOFT (Leyton Orient 
Fans Trust) and the FSA (Football Supporters Association) on their experiences of creating a club from 
scratch. By the end of the evening, individual teams were created to cover the important sections of the 
football club. From finance to governance, commercial to media and legal matters too. To receive a league 
placement for

the 2020/21 season, an application was required to be submitted in early December 2019. With the 
original club due in the high court, for the first of what turned out to be many appearances across the 
winter, and impending doom looming, our band of volunteers set to work. The clock was ticking.

By the end of the month, our social media profiles and website were set up and starting to inform those 
on what we were doing and the steps required to move the project forwards

November 2019: As discussions with a consortium looking to save the original club developed, an initial 
‘launch’ of the football club was put on hold to give these discussions chance to move forward. However, 
work in the background continued to ensure that the deadline for an application could be met. We 
conducted our first survey on fan-ownership, asking for feedback on the direction supporters wanted us 
to take, based on various financial models. Fundraising activities began a pace, with regular evening 
meetings at the Stanley Club and Rose and Crown pubs. Merchandise and community events, including 
support provided at the Saturday afternoon supporter gatherings, were proposed. Also, the first draft 
football club budgets were being developed, alongside work on possible ground-sharing arrangements with 
local non-league clubs. As the month drew to a close, we also set up our first democratic vote to select our 
club name.



December 2019: With 58% of the supporter vote, our name was secured as ‘Bury AFC’. A groundshare 
was agreed in principle and the application was ready to be submitted. It was sent to the Manchester FA 
on the 9th December. We were also present at the Town Hall meeting arranged by Forever Bury to inform 
attendees on our progress, alongside the plans presented for Bury FC. This was the first chance since the 
summer for supporters to listen to proposals for football in the town and ask questions of the various 
parties on the stage.

January 2020: The new year started with our first event, all the ticket proceeds from over 100 paying 
attendees at the ‘Arcade Club’ day were donated to Bury AFC. The volunteer group gathered again for a 
meeting in late January for an update on progress and the North West Counties acknowledged that our 
application had been made and was being considered for inclusion in their leagues for the 2020/21 season. 
The first big step had been negotiated.

February 2020: Volunteers arranged and offered support to the 'Evening with Derek Spence' night in 
early February in what ended up being quite a month for the coffers at the pubs close to Gigg Lane. After 
initial visits from Sunderland fans in the autumn of 2019, two separate convoys of Rotherham United fans 
descended on the town on route to away games at Accrington & Rochdale. The coaches of fans were split 
between the Stanley Club & Staff of Life pubs, bringing much needed revenue to the pubs which had lost 
so much without regular football at Gigg Lane. This will not be forgotten.

March 2020: In early March, we announced two new fundraising events. Ricky Tomlinson was confirmed to 
be in attendance at a screening of ‘Mike Bassett: England Manager’ in April, as well as a ‘Bury Legends’ 
match to be played at fellow fan-owned Chester FC’s 1885 Arena in mid-May. By the end of the month, 
both events were cancelled as the onset of Covid-19 hit the country. With games postponed in football 
leagues across the world, the realisation dawned on us all that our path to playing in August was not going 
to be as straight-forward as we had hoped. We were informed at the end of the month that the group of 
Bury fans seeking to purchase the original club had withdrawn their offer. We informed the fan-base that 
we were ready to go, whenever that may be!

April 2020: Our membership scheme, ‘Shakers Community’ was launched on Easter Sunday. For an annual 
fee of £60, members are given the option to vote on pivotal long-term decisions. The membership quickly 
sprung to 300-strong. Members could also put themselves forward for a spot on the board for elections, 
due in May / June. Fan-engagement was kept as high as possible during the lockdown period with our 
‘World Cup of Away Kits’, which sought to discover the fans’ ultimate away strip. The winner was the 2010-
11 Surridge Maroon & Gold kit, the design of which has been used as inspiration for our inaugural away kit 
this season.

June 2020: After receiving 12 applications from members for positions on the first ‘Shakers Community’ 
board, online voting took place to narrow this down to nine in early June. This board were constituted to 
work on behalf of the membership in building a sustainable foundation for the football club to thrive. The 
first job was to appoint the chairperson of the football club, Chris Murray. Chris pulled together his 
board to manage the creation of the football side of the club. The search for a manager was started 
immediately, and this caused a stir right across the football world with over 750 applications for the top 
job received!

July 2020: In the lead up to the board elections, the membership swelled to over 500 which gave the club 
a solid base to move forward towards the new season. With a slow relaxation to the lockdown rules 
through July and expectation that leagues could soon resume, we were given an indication from the FA 
that our league status would soon be known. With manager interviews being conducted, sponsorship deals 
being signed and the release of our new crest and home & away kits, things suddenly began to move quickly 
after months of waiting. Then we received the news that we had all been waiting for…. We had been 
accepted into the North West Counties Football League, Division 1 North. All the hard work from the 
volunteers, members & board had been worth it. Within a matter of days, ex-Ossett United manager Andy 
Welsh was appointed following a two-stage interview process involving both football board and ‘Shakers 
Community’ board members to make a unanimous decision that Andy was the right person to be appointed 
the club’s first manager.



Our pre-season fixture list was drafted numerous times through July & August to account for the 
managers training schedules needs and consideration of the ‘behind-closed doors’ setup required for 
games in August. This meant some of the more lucrative fixtures planned were scrapped and alternative 
arrangements made. A last minute change to allow restricted levels of fans into grounds, meant that at 
least 150 fans were in attendance at Daisy Hill on the 26th August, as Bury AFC took to the field for the 
very first time. Recording a 5-0 opening victory, right-back Matty Williams leapt into our record books, 
slamming home a loose ball at the back post from 12-yards to record the team’s first goal. We were 
#OnOurWay. Our first ever competitive game against West Didsbury & Chorlton FC in the FA Vase, 1st

Round. A feisty encounter on a warm afternoon in the South Manchester sun, as both sides ended up with 
10-men during the second half but one that saw ‘West’ victorious despite the visiting side knocking on the 
door plenty as the game drew to a close. Greg Daniels became the first player to score a competitive goal 
for Bury AFC, slamming home an injury time penalty, which ended up being merely a consolation in a 2-1 
defeat. A narrow defeat in the final friendly game away at Cheadle Town, another game where chances for 
the visitors were not in short supply, meant that the management team & squad went into this first 
fixture against Steeton But we didn't have it all our own way. Despite taking an early lead with a 
'Thunder-Strike' from midfielder Tony Whitehead, Steeton pegged the game back before half-time and 
with time running out in the second half, capitalised on a defensive error to take the lead. The party 
looked to be fizzling out in the soggy Lancastrian conditions, but in what turned out to become a trait of 
this team's early season performance, they came on strong in the final 10 mins.

A penalty awarded as the game headed into added time gave Greaves his first goal in 'White & Blue' to 
secure at least a point, but this team went again. Straight from the kick off, a corner was secured and 
from the resulting melee in the Steeton box, Greaves was on the spot again to bundle home the ball and 
send the limited crowd in the ground and the many more watching on the live stream at home, delirious! 
Two weeks later, Greaves went two better, securing the club's first hat-trick by slamming in four goals in 
a 6-2 demolition of AFC Darwen and we were well on our way. A desperate last-minute loss to local 
neighbours, Prestwich Heys on the following Tuesday was a difficult one to swallow after dominating for 
long periods and drawing level with minutes to go but this side were clear in their intention, they wanted 
to win at all costs. Taking that spirit into the next game, away at Garstang, an early Scott Metcalfe goal 
was followed up with a first goal for striker Liam MacDevitt before Greaves stole in for another hat-
trick. Notably all from the penalty spot and giving the marksman a tally of 10 goals in four league starts.

With talk in the air about a potential hiatus to the league fixtures as we headed into November, Golcar 
United visited the Neuven in a tasty encounter which saw red cards for MacDevitt and 'keeper Wilczynski
in the second half. Deputising in goal was midfielder Jimmy Moore as the team pushed for an equaliser. 
With the last kick of the game, or in this case a head, a free-kick was fizzed into the box from Metcalfe 
towards the initially reluctant run of midfielder, Kris Holt. Losing his man, Holt glanced his header low out 
of the 'keepers reach to rescue a point to take into the break from fixtures.

And that was that. We packed up our kit that night, returning a meer five weeks later for a couple of 
hastily arranged friendlies at Squires Gate, winning 6 nil and losing to Radcliffe at the Neuven as the 
players got back up to match fitness ahead of what would have been a busy Christmas schedule. In the 
end, only two more competitive games were staged. But what a couple of fixtures they were. With the 
world at a halt, this side were just clicking into gear by dispatching Garstang (again) with some lethal 
attacking strikes, Alex O'Keefe grabbing his first for the club and the game sealing goal with a strong 
run, control and half-volley finish to the delight of the limited 150-strong crowd.

Then returning to the Neuven for the traditional Boxing Day fixture against local counterparts 
Chadderton. The weather god's smiled down on us & in pleasent winter conditions, Chadderton took a two-
goal lead with only a quarter of the game to play. Step up this resilient squad we have assembled to grab 
three goals in 12 minutes to wrestle the game back for the win, with only ten men. However, after the 
furore over the festive fixtures, came the silence of abandoned ‘non-elite’ grounds the nation over. It was 
speculated on many occasions about how and when it would all return. March? April? All before the end of 
May? Special dispensation to finish the season regardless? Many conversations were had through those 
long winter months, while jabs were distributed. In the end, we have kind of arrived back at the start. A 
summer beginning, a new season. The nucleus of the squad from last season have returned, so all signs 
point towards us picking up where we left off
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NWCFL Stats Update

Opening Week

by Kevin Lawton

The opening week is now done, and all teams have at least one game under their 
belts. A few stats to report: Ashton Town’s defeat at South Liverpool was their 
650th and Cammell Laird 1907’s loss at home to Ellesmere Rangers was their 100th. 
Cheadle Heath Nomads conceded their 150th goal in the defeat at New Mills.

Daisy Hill scored their 1900th goal in the draw at Pilkington. Holker OB conceded 
their 2050th goal in their defeat at AFC Blackpool while Lower Breck won their 
50th game with the win at Squires Gate. 

St Helens scored their 2550th goal in the opening day defeat against Atherton LR 
and West Didsbury and Chorlton hit their 600th goal in their win at Alsager. 
Winsford United hit their 1600th goal in the 4-4 draw at home to Macclesfield.

We had several hat-tricks in the opening week’s games, but top of the tree was Tom 
Clare of Macclesfield who hit all four in their draw at Winsford. Others with three 
were: Bradley Lynch (Northwich Vics), Ashley Flynn (Golcar), John-Jo Morris (AFC 
Blackpool), Luck Nichols (Atherton LR) and Edward Brown (Wythenshawe
Amateurs), quite a spectacular start to the new season.

The first goal of the new league season is shared by three players who all netted in 
the second minute: Ben Summers (Cammell Laird 1907), Daniel Boden (Winsford 
Utd) and Ryan Cox (Runcorn Town). Connor Comber (Atherton LR) missed out by 1 
minute with a third minute strike.







Manager Steve 

Cunningham

Colours: Blue Shirts, Blue 

Shorts, Blue Socks

Goalkeeper 

Colours: Neon Green Shirt, 

Neon Green Shorts and 

Neon Green Socks

THE ADMIRALS BURY AFC

Maroon shirt, shorts and socks

Our goalkeeper will be in all pink


