




Good afternoon and a massive welcome back to Victoria Park for today’s first game of the season 
against Pilkington.

I don’t want to talk too much about covid, or talk too much in general. We’re just buzzing to be back 
and have the fans with us!

Pre season has been bang on. We’ve beaten Burscough, West Didsbury, Padiham, Hurst Green and 
Albion, and should have got a result against Congleton but for some bad luck in front of goal.

Goals. The problem we’ve had for a few years. Conceded too many and scored too few. I believe this 
squad has cracked that problem now and I’m looking forward to a few clean sheets and some goal 
fests in the coming weeks!

We’ve signed some really good players to add to a good core we had already, and they’ve been 
fantastic. I can’t wait to see where we are come the end of August after a really busy first month.

The biggest signing for us though, is the return of former player Mark Sharples as my assistant 
manager. I felt I needed to make some changes to freshen it up a bit and Sharpey has been brilliant 
since arriving. My thanks to Guy for his hard work in the time he was here and I wish him all the 
best.

Sharpey will be in charge today as I am banned which isn’t ideal, but the boys are prepared and in 
great hands, so I’ve every faith we will have our first 3 points come 5pm.

I hope you enjoy the game.

ANDY





This weekend sees the start of the 2021-22 North West Counties League Division One North season, a 
season which takes us into our 40th year of existence. Leading on from our Premier Division Preview we take 
a look at How Division One North Shapes up and preview this weeks games around the NWCFL parish.
Again, It is a much-changed league from when we last completed a full season with AFC Liverpool, Lower 
Breck and Prestwich Heys having been promoted to the Premier Division. There are a number of new sides 
in their first season in Division One North, indeed not just the Division but the NWCFL as a whole as
Campion AFC join us having been laterally moved to us from the Northern Counties East League Division 
One. Campion have been on the cusp of promotion a couple of times in recent seasons and they are 
expected to challenge again this season.
It is Ilkley who we will start with on this preview as they have a massive start to life in the NLS as they host 
Bury AFC. The Baht’atters welcome Bury to the MPM Stadium in an all-ticket game which sold out as early 
as last week as demand for this game is high. Ilkley are a bit of an unknown quantity as they start life in the 
NWCFL but have had a steady pre-season, whilst Bury have had a busy summer of fixtures and are 
expecting to hit the ground running.
Ashton Town traditionally get off to a fast start and they start their campaign with a home game against 
another good starter in AFC Blackpool. Ashton have had a mixed pre-season campaign, drawing with 
Litherland Remyca at the JMO, defeats to Accrington Stanley U23’s and AFC Liverpool and wins over 
Cheadle Town and Ashton Athletic. Blackpool have had a mixed summer with their most recent friendly 
ending in defeat at home to West Allotment Celtic.
Campion AFC make their League Debut with a trip to Garstang whilst Cleator Moor Celtic clock up the 
Motorway miles with a trip to Bacup Borough. Bacup have had some impressive results over the summer, 
beating neighbours, Barnoldswick 1-0 and drawing with Winsford United and FC United of Manchester.
AFC Darwen have big plans off the park that match their ambition on it and they are another club that are 
fancied to challenge this season. They host new members to the NWCFL, South Liverpool who have had a 
number of pre-season games and impressed with solid performances in the build-up to the big kick off. 
They have recruited from local sides ahead of the new season but also recruited some experience to 
balance that out.
There’s never a low-key game between St Helens Town and Atherton Laburnum Rovers these days, they are 
normally very competitive, almost derby-esque and there tends to be goals in the game so both of these
clubs facing each other in a season opener should produce a really great game of football. Atherton LR have 
recruited well over the summer with the likes of Shereen Mahal signing up in pre-season, former AFC 
Blackpool Centre Back Connor Ikin joining up and Justeace Nichols Holness signing up on a dual reg with 
Atherton Colls. The club have also retained Adam Lawrence who has committed for another season, the 
centre back was impressive for LR in recent games.



DATE OPPONENT KICK OFF

31/07/21 Pilkington (H) 15:00

03/08/21 Steeton (H) 19:45

07/08/21 Golcar United (A) 15:00

14/08/21 AFC Blackpool (A) 15:00

17/08/21 Bury AFC (H) 19:45

21/08/21 South Liverpool (A) 15:00

https://www.nwcfl.com/clubpage.php?id=852
https://www.nwcfl.com/clubpage.php?id=712
https://www.nwcfl.com/clubpage.php?id=853
https://www.nwcfl.com/clubpage.php?id=1
https://www.nwcfl.com/clubpage.php?id=885
https://www.nwcfl.com/clubpage.php?id=209




History
The club was officially founded in 1938 but it has history dating back many years before their official 
formation. The team's origins come from the Pilkington glass factory in St Helens, which had 
numerous workers teams that have been around for almost as long as the company has been 
making glass in the 19th century.

The early teams that played are thought to have been representatives of their individual works, like 
the 1907 Sheet Glass Makers team. Works teams in St Helens were amalgamated to form a 
Pilkington Amateurs AFC in 1933, however, because of the 5 years lost during the war it is officially 
registered as being 1938 when the club was formed. Records show the 1st team being drawn against 
‘Liverpool ‘A’ at Anfield in the Liverpool Challenge Cup and that the game was played before a crowd 
of 2,000. The club played its first games at Crossley Road and moved to Ruskin Drive at the start of 
1948/49 season under the management of Mr W.Fish.

The Club toured in Portugal in 1970. Posters advertising the game named them as Recs Pilkington de 
Liverpool and consequently thousands of Portuguese spectators flocked to the ground, hoping to 
see the Anfield team.

In 1972, ex-Crewe player, Brian May, took over the reign’s at the club. It was his gruelling training 
sessions and the regular goal exploits of centre forward Ian Lancaster that helped the 1st team hold 
its own in the very competitive Liverpool Combination. John Delves followed Brian as 1st Team 
manager before Jack Potter took over around 1975. At this time the club was running three teams 
with the 1st team in the Liverpool County Combination and the other two teams competing in the 
St. Helens Combination.

In 1983/84, the club was the first local side to successfully join the Mid-Cheshire League and finish in 
14th place in their first season. Under the stewardship of Geoff Barlow, the 80's saw the first team 
struggle with the competitiveness of the Mid-Cheshire and were regularly finishing in the bottom 
half of the table. 1989/90 saw the arrival of Brian Yates as manager of the 1st Team but again he 
struggled to make an impact in what was a very competitive league.



The club decided that it would be in the best interests of the club if the Reserves also joined the Mid-Cheshire 
League. They entered Division Two in 1990/91 and although finishing 8th, the 1st Team finished at the bottom 
of Division One and were relegated meaning the Reserves consequently lost their place. It was at this time that 
Lol Stanton and Jon Dawson arrived at the club and in the 1991/92 season they narrowly missed out on 
promotion, finishing fourth in their first season in charge of the 1st Team.

The start of the 1992/93 season saw the club elect a new Chairman, John Potter Jnr., the club's youngest ever 
Chairman who was still playing 1st Team football. A concerted effort saw them almost gain promotion but they 
had to settle for third. The club had always had a tradition of running under 16's-18's football but it is at this 
time that the committee decided they must look to the future of the club, to maintain its continuing 
improvement. So, at the start of the 1992/93 season, under the guidance of Dave Burrows, a well-respected 
figure in the ranks of local junior football, they asked Dave Burrows to Manage an U18’s team. This was with a 
view to improving the teams of the future.

Season 1993/94 saw a change at the top with players, John Wright and Paul Pinder, forming a new 
management team. The next few years were a period of frustration as the club tried to get back to the top tier 
of Cheshire League football. Thrown in between this were 2 League Cup Final appearances that also ended in 
defeat. At the end of 1996/97, John Wright left the club and Paul Pinder ran the 1st Team with Andy 
Hockenhull. Season 1997/98 was the best year in that decade for the club as the 1st Team finally gained 
promotion back into the First Division. The club also won the Bill Gray Trophy - Club of the Year Award.

Season 2000/01 saw Dave Burrows and Andy Hockenhull take over the reign’s of the 1st Team. Dave and his 
team brought a new, youthful look to Pilkington FC. Their first season was a huge success with the 1st team 
winning the Liverpool Junior Cup and finishing 3rd in the league, with club Captain, Lee Webber winning the 
Bill Gray Trophy - Player of the Season Award for the Mid-Cheshire league.
In 2007/08, Paul Rees continued to push the 1st Team forward and they were only beaten at home twice and 
finished 3rd in the league. They also reached the semi-final of the President's Cup but unfortunately went out 
on a penalty shootout against local rivals Warrington Town Reserves.

Looking to build on the previous season's impressive top 3 finish, Paul Rees started the 2008/09 campaign with 
vigour but the inability to put a run of successive wins together meant that they were only able to finish 7th in 
the league.
The 2009/10 season saw Ste Palfrey take over the 1st team manager's job from Paul Rees. It was a season of 
huge disappointment that started with promise. By mid-season they were 6th in the league but a poor run-in 
of form resulted in only one win in the last ten games and they finished 12th, only two points away from 
relegation.
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