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 rugby and it was disappointing that the weather 
played such a part in ensuring a particularly scrappy 
encounter against a spirited and extremely               
well-disciplined Frome XV.  With regular knock-ons and 
balls being spilled in the tackle,   continuity was       
challenging and both sides found it difficult to maintain 
any momentum. Ultimately, this was a game played 
largely between the two 22 metre lines punctuated by 
some regular brilliance from Ben. He took off exactly 
as he had finished last season, being a colossus in     
defence, running some cracking lines and getting the 
tries that his efforts deserved. He also managed to 
knock over a couple of conversions, one from about 30 
metres just to top off an exceptional display.  

However, it wasn’t just the Ben show, and the rest of 
the team worked incredibly hard to get him in the right 
positions. The Coaching Team were extremely pleased 
with our defence, with all boys now making an effort 
with their tackles and making life uncomfortable for 
their Frome counterparts – both of Frome’s scores 
came from unfortunate mistakes rather than any     
failing of our defensive line. Austin, as ever, led the       
defensive charge. Both our scrum-halves, Alex and   
Ollie B did a good job of distribution in difficult         
conditions while Stan made some cracking runs and 
was unlucky to spill the ball over the try line after one 
charge. George was similarly unfortunate when in a try
-scoring position but great credit must also go to 
Frome’s defence, as their boys tackled their hearts out 
 

Ultimately, lots to be pleased about, lots to work on 
and a win in our first D&W encounter of the season – 
exactly where we’d want to be. Plenty of contenders 
for Tackle of the Day including Jake knocking back a 
strike runner, but the winner was Billy with his try-
saving effort in the first half which resulted in some 
anatomical rearrangement on his behalf. The decision 
on Player of the Day will not be the hardest the        
selection panel will ever have to make and with 34 
points to his name, Ben was the clear winner.   Finally, 
we’d like to congratulate our opponents on the way 
they played the game. From players to coaching staff 
Frome played the Mustangs’ way – hard, fair and for 
the love of the sport. Their player who accidentally 
injured Tommy seeking him out afterwards to check 
on his wellbeing being a perfect example of the               
sportsmanship they demonstrated throughout. They 
were a pleasure to host and we look forward to a           
return fixture in due course. 

 

On Friday (27th September), Marlborough RFCs  
Chairman Gary Sharp welcomed invited guests to the 
Clubhouse, to officially open the newly renovated bar. 
The revamp was kindly completed by one of the 
Club’s major local Sponsors, Ramsbury Brewery. Head 
of Sales and Marketing for Ramsbury Brewery, Will 
Thompson, when asked to provide a few words       
regarding the Breweries involvement with the Rugby 
Club said “As a local business we have the privilege to 
be involved with such a wonderful club, the new bar is 
our small way of showing that support and we do 
hope it becomes the place where even more wins are 
celebrated, with a pint or two or Red Ram of course.” 

Gary thanked Ramsbury for their hard work in          
redesigning the bar, making the area look more               
aesthetically pleasing mixing rustic natural wood with 
hints of industrial elements. The bar area has an airier 
and brighter feel allowing any weather worn rugby 
fan or social visitor to enjoy a coffee or something a 
little stronger in pleasant and welcoming                    
surroundings. 

At the gathering was Deputy Mayor Mark Cooper who 
was personally thanked as well as Marlborough Town 
Council for their continued support for the Club      
allowing it to continue to move forward. 

MRFC celebrates revamped bar 

Marlborough U14s vs Frome U14s, 

Dorset & Wilts Cup 

Well, after the driest September on record, it was 
somewhat unsurprising that the heavens opened at 
around 0959 and treated us to some relentless rain 
for the next hour. Following an extensive and         
thorough pre-season training regime, the  Mustangs 
were chomping at the bit to play some competitive             



Marlborough Rugby 

Club proud to be           

supporters of the 

British  Army 

Marlborough is very proud to 
have cemented an excellent      
relationship with the British     
Army, without their support it is 
unlikely that MRFC would exists 
as a senior side let alone be able 
to compete at a competitive    
level. Marlborough has a          
population of 8,000 with 2,000 
between the age of  0-17 and 
2,000 at 65+, so with 16,000 army 
personnel based in and around 
Salisbury plain it seemed sensible 
to tap into this  resource.  

Dorset & Wilts RFU and the Army 
Rugby Union have for several 
years been trying to encourage 
more clubs to consider             
integrating army personnel into 
their teams.  “The Army Rugby 
Union wishes to see far more 
British Army personnel (male &     
female) playing rugby at their 
local  community rugby club. It is 
in both the Armies’ and local 
clubs’ interest that players        
maximise their availability” James 
Cook OBE – Army Rugby Union. 

Marlborough now has a                  
relationships with several          
regiments and being an                
all-inclusive club is pleased to 
welcome players of all nations.    

dwrugby.co.uk/military/ 

armyrugbyunion.org.uk/   

Compeed Marlborough         
Nomads host second 

training session 

Burchell who is a Wiltshire       
player and is employed by one of 
our principal Sponsors Chilvester 
and she is leading the initiative to 
encourage more female             
participation.  A number of Colts 
or recently retired Colts including 
Max Stevens, Bradley Whatley and 
George Gillham have signed up to 
help with the coaching which is 
fantastic not only for the Club but 
for the lads themselves as they are 
working towards their coaching 
qualifications while providing    
valuable assistance to the whole 
project.  

 
The initial results have been      
excellent with large numbers in 
attendance and an unbeaten      
record by those teams who have 
already played. Ultimately, it is 
hoped that this success translates 
into greater attendance at MRFC 
every Sunday and more boys and 
girls playing the fantastic game 
that is rugby on Marlborough 
Common.  

Following a number of years of 
irregular support, this season   
finally sees the start of a more 
formal partnership between MRFC 
and St John’s Academy. The       
arrangement is that every      
Thursday afternoon through term 
time, a number of adult and junior 
coaches from MRFC will be joining 
the Academy’s teaching staff in 
providing a comprehensive rugby 
experience to boys from years 7 to 
9 and a girls group comprising 
mixed ages.  

The coaches include Becky  

. 

On Sunday 22nd September, 
Team Manager Mike Crump with 
the help of James  Davies and a 
few of the other  7s coaches held 
another sevens training session at 
the Club.  

The session was well attended 

especially  by the female players. 
The weather may have been    
inclement but that didn’t stop any 
of these guys attending. 

MRFC brings rugby to the 
masses – well St John’s at 

least! 

MRFC finally achieves its   
objectives of senior players 
coming through the ranks  

to play for 1st XV 

  James Marshall & Owen Lauder 

Story continued on next page. 



 

On Saturday 28th September, 

James and Owen were  both       

included in the first team squad  

which made its way down to  a 

very blustery Wimborne.  

 

Both lads started their                  

association with the club when 

they started as  U6s and then going 

through the age groups, until now 

they have reached the 1st XV. 

 

James also managed to help set up 

Henry Webster for  a try in the  

second half. Head Coach Elisi was 

delighted with the effort both lads 

put in and hope they will inspire 

others to work their way through 

the ranks and become first team 

players. 

The 2019-20 season started off 

with a flyer for the firsts when on 

September 8th, they were home to 

Salisbury on the Common.        

Marlborough were on fire, winning 

66 points to 13. Confidence was 

high and nerves had been settled. 

Four new players were introduced 

to the Marlborough faithful. 

Next up, it was away to Sherborne 

for the firsts and this was not such 

a good game for Marlborough – 

losing 14 points to 41. The weather 

was stunning, but Marlborough 

were not. Admittedly Marlborough 

had been forced to take a         

weakened side due to two players; 

Mitchi and Ben Fulton being 

swiped by Harlequins to play in the 

Premiership 7s Tournament at 

Franklin Gardens where they got 

through to the quarterfinals. Other 

players were away with work or 

injured; even so poor defending 

and discipline were Marlborough’s 

weakness. 

Marlborough RFC Juniors make light work of training 

With the night’s drawing in, this   
normally curtails evening training 
for the Juniors at Marlborough    
Rugby Football Club, but not        
anymore.  Thanks to a generous 
Community Youth Grant from the 
Marlborough Area Board, the Club 
has been able to purchase some 
portable floodlights to enable             
training to continue during the dark 
winter months.  The lights have a 
low-environmental impact because 
they are simple to put up and take 
down for each session and run off 
rechargeable battery packs so there 
are no noisy, smoky generators to 
contend with.   

Marlborough RFC Under 14s were 
the first to test the lights and       
proclaimed them a complete       
success.  U14s Coach, Stuart Mills 
commented, ‘these are great.  They 
provide us flexibility to train when it 
suits us to maximise the opportunity 
available to the lads to get out and 
play some rugby’.  The grant paid for 
four floodlights which provides    
coverage for over quarter of the 
pitch – enough for an age-group 
training session.   

Marlborough RFC are hugely      
grateful to the Area Board and hope 
to secure the funding for four more 
lights in the future to fully expand 
the facilities available to its Junior . 

contingent of almost 300  
players. For any youngsters 
interested in playing rugby, 
Marlborough RFC have age 
groups ranging from under 6 
to under 18 and further       
details can be found through:  

youthchairman@mrfc.co.uk 

1st XV season so far, not 

exactly following the 

memo! 

1st XV summary continued……. 

The following Saturday, the 

lads were back up on the 

Common in a local derby-

Trowbridge.         Marlborough 

had found their mojo again 

winning 50 points to 7. We 

were also introduced to     

Solomone Aniseko who 

scored two fantastic trys  

within a short period of time, 

once he was released on to 

the pitch.] 

Last week, Marlborough were 

once again on their travels, 

this time it was Winborne. 

Marlborough won, but only by 

the skin of their teeth. Each 

side took it in turns to be in 

the lead until within the dying 

seconds, Marlborough scored 

the winning try – Wimborne 

32 – Marlborough 37. 

mailto:youthchairman@mrfc.co.uk
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September 

Dates for the diary 

Monday 

9:30 am Yoga 

Tuesday 

10:30 am Pilates 

Wednesday 

10:00 am & 11:15 am 

Sing & Sign 

Thursday 

18:30 pm Yoga 

Saturday 

9:00 am Park Run on the  

Common 

9:30 am Yoga 

Team P W D L PTS 

Banbury 4 4 0 0 20 

Royal Wootton Bassett 4 4 0 0 20 

Old Centralians 4 3 0 1 16 

Marlborough 4 3 0 1 15 

Oxford Harlequins 4 3 0 1 15 

Buckingham 4 3 0 1 14 

Sherborne 4 2 0 2 11 

Chippenham 4 2 0 2 10 

Wimborne 4 1 0 3 9 

Old Patesians 4 1 0 3 6 

Trowbridge 4 1 0 3 6 

Beaconsfield 4 1 0 3 5 

Salisbury 4 0 0 4 1 

Windsor 4 0 0 4 0 

Wadworth 6X South West 1 East 

Team P W D L PTS 

Frome II  3  3  0  0  15  

Royal Wootton Bassett II  3  3  0  0  15  

Sutton Benger  3  3  0  0  14  

Avonvale  3  2  0  1  10  

Warminster  3  3  0  0  9  

Melksham  3  2  0  1  9  

Minety  3  1  0  2  7  

Marlborough II  3  1  0  2  5  

Trowbridge II  3  0  0  3  4  

Chippenham II  3  0  0  3  1  

Calne  3  0  0  3  1  

Bradford-on-Avon  3  0  0  3  1  

Wadworth Dorset & Wilts 1 North 

Will doing his stuff 

as usual. 

Faz going for the try against Salisbury 


