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As many of you will have seen, The DCMS has clarified its guidance on the return to recreational 

team sport and clubs at Steps 3-6 of the NLS and Tiers 3-4 of the WFP are permitted to 

accommodate a phased and limited return of spectators to fixtures. However, they must follow the 

UK Government’s guidance in relation to Covid-19 and The FA’s updated guidelines for 

the NLS or WFP respectively.    

Consequently, competitions across the National League System and Women’s Football Pathway are 

planning for a restart in the coming weeks. You will find the anticipated start date for all league 

competitions in section 3.  

We therefore felt it appropriate to provide an update to match officials who operate in the NLS/WFP 

to provide clarity around some of the processes that will have been adapted to accommodate the 

Covid guidelines.  

 

The referee specific guidelines sent out at the end of July remain applicable. For ease of reference 

please find links to below 

NLS Guidance additional to content contained within grassroots guidelines 

http://www.thefa.com/-/media/thefacom-new/files/get-involved/2020/referee-specific-guidance-

on-returning-to-nls-football.ashx 

 

Grassroots football – Detailed (applicable for Regional NLS Feeder League level (previously Step 7) 

and below)  

http://www.thefa.com/-/media/thefacom-new/files/get-involved/2020/covid-19-guidance-on-re-

starting-competitive-grassroots-football-for-referees 

 

Grassroots football – Summary 

http://www.thefa.com/-/media/thefacom-new/files/get-involved/2020/summary-of-covid-19-

guidance-on-restarting-competitive-grassroots-football-for-referees 

 

Please remember: Referees should only return to football when it’s right for them to do so. There 

is no pressure to return and there will be no consequence or judgement for not returning. 

Everyone’s health, wellbeing and safety are the priorities. If you do not feel comfortable returning 

at this time please make contact with your appointment officer. 

  

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-phased-return-of-sport-and-recreation/return-to-recreational-team-sport-framework
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-phased-return-of-sport-and-recreation/return-to-recreational-team-sport-framework
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.thefa.com/-/media/thefacom-new/files/get-involved/2020/nls-pyramid-guidance.ashx?la=en
https://www.thefa.com/-/media/thefacom-new/files/get-involved/2020/womens-football-pyramid-club-guidance---covid-19-return-to-outdoor-football.ashx
http://www.thefa.com/-/media/thefacom-new/files/get-involved/2020/referee-specific-guidance-on-returning-to-nls-football.ashx
http://www.thefa.com/-/media/thefacom-new/files/get-involved/2020/referee-specific-guidance-on-returning-to-nls-football.ashx
http://www.thefa.com/-/media/thefacom-new/files/get-involved/2020/covid-19-guidance-on-re-starting-competitive-grassroots-football-for-referees
http://www.thefa.com/-/media/thefacom-new/files/get-involved/2020/covid-19-guidance-on-re-starting-competitive-grassroots-football-for-referees
http://www.thefa.com/-/media/thefacom-new/files/get-involved/2020/summary-of-covid-19-guidance-on-restarting-competitive-grassroots-football-for-referees
http://www.thefa.com/-/media/thefacom-new/files/get-involved/2020/summary-of-covid-19-guidance-on-restarting-competitive-grassroots-football-for-referees
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We are aware that the guidelines incorporated in the above documents require additional 

clarification in terms of the practical application of the guidance offered. 

 

Risk 
Assessments & 
Covid 
Guidelines 
 

In order to play games with spectators, NLS clubs will be expected to comply with the 
government guidance and FA guidelines for the return of football. Match officials 
should familiarise themselves with the detail contained in these documents before your first 
games.  
  
In line with these guidelines match officials are expected to review the Risk Assessments 
completed by the home club. The Risk Assessments will be unique to each club/venue and will 
be made available via the home club website. If you are unable to locate a club’s Risk 
Assessment, please ask the home club for a copy in your pre-match communication.   
  
Please note that the Risk Assessments may include additional provisions for implementation 
on match day (e.g. temperature checks on arrival, NHS test & trace procedures). You will be 
expected to comply with these requirements.  
  

Covid Officer 

As part of any pre-match communication you should also identify the home club’s appointed 
Covid Officer. They will be the home club’s point of contact should you require any 
information or clarification regarding the implementation of the Covid guidelines. Make sure 
you record their contact details so you can make contact as necessary and identify them on 
your arrival. 

Covid Breaches 

We must emphasise that referees are not responsible for any breaches of Covid-19 
guidelines on matchday. Referees should not therefore postpone/abandon matches due to 
perceived Covid breaches. 
 
If you feel there is/has been a breach of Covid guidelines these should be initially raised with 
the Covid Officer from the home club. Any perceived breach should then be included in your 
referee report on MOAS following the game in the same way as a competition rule breach is 
reported. This will be sent to the competition for their action.  
 

Face Covering 
Match officials should make sure they wear face coverings upon arrival at the ground and at 
all times until they start their warm up. These should also be worn on departure from the 
changing room following the game.  

Entry to the 
Field of Play 

At this time the pre match Respect Handshake will not take place. In addition, players and 
match officials should depart for the field of play in the manner prescribed in the NLS referee 
guidance document 

Joint Travel 

All match officials are required to travel separately in their own vehicle, unaccompanied, 
directly to the stadium on the day of the match. If within your household or social bubble 
there are other match officials appointed to the same game, you can joint travel with them. 
This will be reviewed along with government guidance. The use of public transport is not 
currently recommended, but if essential a face covering must be worn. Any transport or 
accommodation questions or specific circumstance cases should be directed to the 
appointment officer (e.g. Officials from the Isle of Wight) 
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Attire & 
Changing 
Rooms 
 

Match Officials are advised to arrive at the ground in tracksuit, polo shirt and trainers. This is 
intended to allow for quick use of the changing rooms to change into warm up and match kit.  
  
All match officials should ensure they are presentable, achieve a professional appearance and, 
where possible, wear the same tracksuit and polo shirt. 
  
If socially distanced changing facilities are available match officials can choose to arrive in the 
traditional shirt and tie. However, the whole team of officials must agree to this arrangement. 
If any of the match official team do not feel comfortable with this arrangement the whole 
team of officials should revert to tracksuit, polo shirt and trainers. 
 

Showers 
The availability of shower facilities will be dependent on the venue. If shower facilities are 
available you must ensure that showering is completed as quickly as possible maintaining 
Covid protocol (social distancing, using your own towel etc) 

Paperwork 
exchange 
 

The exchange/collecting of any paperwork (teamsheets, expense cards etc.) should be done 
outdoors at a distance, with minimal contact. Please consider the use of other methods, such 
as a photo, email or text.  
  
For any pre-match briefing with captains and managers an area should be found to conduct 
the briefing where all parties can remain socially distanced.   

Payment of 
Match Officials 
 

Where possible, arrangements should be made for the payment to be paid electronically. 
Match Officials should agree with the home club in advance of matchday whether payment 
will be by cash or BACS/Electronic payment (e.g. Paypal). If either party (referee or club) 
wishes to pay by cash, arrangements should be made as necessary but payment must be 
made using envelopes.  
  
If payment is by BACS / Electronic payment, a payment timeframe should be agreed, up to a 
maximum of 48 hours post-match. If payment is not received within 48 hours, referees should 
contact their appointments officer.  

Referee 
Observers and 
Coaches 
 

Referee observers and coaches will be permitted to attend fixtures.  
  
However, observers and coaches should not meet with match officials on matchday and must 
remain socially distanced for the duration of the fixture. 
  
Any post-match debrief should take place via video conference call.  It will be the 
responsibility of the match referee to set up the call and agree on a suitable time for the 
referee team and observer to attend. Debriefs must be completed within 48 hours of the 
fixture but ideally within 24 hours.  
  
For the game itself the match observer/coach should be provided a position within the stand 
which affords them a central view with social distancing measures in place.  
  
A more detailed document outlining the procedures will follow shortly. 
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Please find a table below which outlines the restart dates for league competitions for the coming 

season. This does not consider either the 19/20 or 20/21 League Cup competitions which may start 

before these dates. 

Men’s 

League Start Date Referee Level 

National League 3rd October Step 1/2 

Isthmian League 19th September Step 3/4 

Northern Premier League 19th September Step 3/4 

Southern League 19th September Step 3/4 

Northern League 5th September Step 3/4 

Cheshire League 5th September Step 5/6 

Combined Counties League 5th September Step 5/6 

East Midlands League 12th September Step 5/6 

Eastern Counties 5th September Step 5/6 

Essex Senior League 5th September Step 5/6 

Hellenic League 12th September Step 5/6 

Liverpool County Premier League 12th September Step 5/6 

Midland Football League 5th September Step 5/6 

North West Counties 3rd October Step 5/6 

Northern Counties East 19th September Step 5/6 

Southern Combination League 5th September Step 5/6 

South West Peninsula League 5th September Step 5/6 

Southern Counties League 5th September Step 5/6 

Spartan South Midlands League 5th September Step 5/6 

United Counties League 5th September Step 5/6 

Wearside League 1st September Step 5/6 

Wessex League 5th September Step 5/6 

West Midlands League 19th September Step 5/6 

West Yorkshire League 12th September Step 5/6 

Western League 5th September Step 5/6 

Premier League 2/PDL U23) w/e 12th September Step 1/2 

U18 PL/PDL/Youth Alliance w/e 12th September Step 3/4 & 5/6 

 

Women’s  

Women's National League 20th September Tier 3/4 

 

The 2020/21 FA Competitions will begin on 1st September with the FA Cup Extra Preliminary round. 

It remains the intention for the remainder of the outstanding 2019/20 FA Competitions to be 

completed with the schedule to be confirmed. 
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Step 3/4 referees – Fixtures for Step 3/4 competitions are being comprised at the moment with the 

fixtures expected to be released towards the end of August/start of September. We therefore 

anticipate appointments for 19th- 30th September for all Step 3/4 competitions to be released no 

later than Friday 11 September (subject to receiving fixtures in a reasonable time).  

Fixtures for Step 3/4 referees and assistants played before this date (5th- 18 September) will be 

published as and when completed by the relevant appointment officer.  

Step 5/6 referees – Please make contact with your League/Pool appointment officer in respect of 

the anticipated release of appointments for September. 

 

The FA Refereeing Department 


