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Subject:  New Cuckoos Development Team Announced 

 

"As another step in the continuing development of the club towards national Step 4 status, Yaxley 

FC has today announced the strengthening of its senior youth team structure and launching of a 

new U21 team, enhancing the opportunities for their aspiring youth players to develop through the 

clubs 'Football Development Pathway', into 1st team football.” 

Club President Jeff Lenton today announced that the clubs ‘Football Development Pathway’ driven by Brett 

Whaley the club’s 1st team manager, has been fully approved and is 100% supported by the club’s 

management committee. 

The new senior youth to adult pathway (U16’s – U18’s – U21’s – 1
st

 Team) operates under the direction of 

Brett and is to be managed by newly appointed U21 & Development Manager Ben Watts and assisted by Ash 

Civil, who has been appointed U18 Manager for the 2015-16 season. 

The club’s new U21's team will play in the ChromaSport & Trophies United Counties League U21 Division for 

the 2015/2016 season whilst the U18’s will continue to play in the high standard Northants Senior Youth 

League (mid-week). 

 Jeff said “A key element in our 4 year plan has been to recruit a dynamic and appropriately qualified 

management team and we think we have struck gold with Ben and Ash who join us from AFC Rusden & 

Diamonds. They bring valuable experience in UCL management, academy development and operation plus 

requisite EUFA coaching qualifications. Our plan has been massively helped by the award of a £10,000 grant 

from the FA helps funds the costs of creating and developing the new set-up ready for next season.  

Whilst Ben and Ash will see out their current commitments at Rushden & Diamonds, they are keen to get 

involved with our existing U18’s as soon as possible to evaluate what we’ve got and work out how to best 

encompass the considerable experience of our existing management, coaching and support team ready for 

next season.” 

Brett Whaley said “From a first team perspective it is essential that we have a youth structure that can identify 

and improve young players, and that it can give a realistic pathway into adult football. We haven’t been able 

to allow youngsters time to develop from Under 18’s into 1
st

 team football, so the Under 21’s team allows 

them more time to progress and makes the jump so much smaller. Having a Development Manager to oversee 

the whole process will allow this to run effectively, and will give young players the best opportunity to 

progress into the first team. 

Ben was the stand out candidate for me, with so much experience of youth football, as well as a taste of UCL 

management. Both Ben and Ash have a really impressive background in development, and their time working 

together already will mean it will be a relationship that will work. Their knowledge of young players across 



 

Northamptonshire is also a benefit to the club. I’m really looking forward to getting them on board and 

working together.” 

Club Chairman Gary Warman explained that for the coming 2015-16 season, the whole youth strategy will be 

revamped. “This season’s well intentioned running of two U18’s teams hasn’t really worked for us or the 

players so we need a revised and revitalised U18's strategy. Although there has been some notable historical 

success, for several years the club has struggled to create a suitable U18 feeder team, but we are confident 

that the new U21 team will give us an extra step to build and develop the capabilities needed for long term 

success at higher levels. Our U18’s will continue to participate in the Northants Senior Youth League (East 

Division) where we come up against quite a lot of UCL Premier Clubs U18’s.” 

"By providing better support and infrastructure around both the U18's and U21's teams plus competing in a 

good high standard of league and cups, we will be able to better develop our youth players, providing them 

with the chance to play in age groups befitting their ability and level of development. We will also deliver a 

clear path into the 1st team structure. And of course, with the U21 league we are able to use it to help some 

of our 1st teamers get fit after injuries, it’s a win-win.” 

Jeff added "We are keen to further develop and expand our Football Development Pathway for 

our local youngsters and plan that eventually, the whole Junior to Youth and Youth to Senior 

football for boys, girls, men and ladies is a seamless transition. 

We are a club with ambition, determination, great resources, great people and facilities that can 

grow as the club grows. There is still so much more we can (and plan to) do to increase the clubs 

community role in the south of Peterborough and of course, our prospects in semi-professional 

football.”  
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