
The following statement has been released by Southend Manor Football Club and wish to respond to 

the article written by their former Youth section in the Evening Echo on Tuesday 4th March 2014.  

The club and their committee felt it should, if only to state the correct the facts surrounding this 

particular matter. 

At the close of the 2011-12 football season the Southend Manor Youth Committee were then in 

negotiation with the clubs former Chairman and his Deputy and eventually agreed to a three year 

fixed price increase in their annual contribution towards the running and upkeep of the clubs facility 

in Southchurch Park however, these monies were not due to be paid at that time and were paid 

across during September 2012 following the installation of the new Chairman on 1st June 2012 after 

the retirement of his predecessor.  

It was mutually understood and accepted by both parties that the newly agreed subscription level 

would be paid each September from 2012 as it had in all previous year’s gone by. 

However, when asked to make their contribution in September 2013 for the 2013-14 season the 

Youth section advised that they “would not be making any contribution towards the cost of next 

season” meaning the three year agreement had been broken at the start of the second year. 

The consequence of this was to effectively remove themselves from the club and their sharing of the 

clubhouse. Communication between both parties on the 8th August 2013 the club asked the Youth 

section to reconsider their decision to leave and no further communication was received from them. 

Southend Manor Football Club are now in the process of appointing a new person to head up the 

newly formed Youth section, with the hope to be ready for the 2014-15 season. 

Under FA guidelines as with all football clubs the name “Youth” is Cen ominous and remains 

attached to the senior section of a club at all times. 

If the former Youth Section wishes to continue they have several options open to them regarding the 

name they choose to use.  

We understand that Essex County Football Association have advised them that they could use the 

name of Southend Manor Juniors and that  Southend Manor Football Club had no problem with that 

idea or with them using the Yellow & Black kit colours in the future. 

Their article mentioned the likely cost they will incur of replacing football kits and other related 

items to the value of £18,000. Should they change their name to something completely different the 

current kit could still be used until it is need of natural replacement over time and, not the need to 

replace all kits at once. 

In conclusion the former Youth section had the option to continue with their contribution of £2,700 

and remain part of Southend Manor Football Club for the current season. No mention has been 

made to the difference of the old and new contribution level, prior to the increase the club charged 

a £10 fee per person rising to £15 in 2012 based on a 180 player registrations, meaning an increase 

of nine hundred pounds in total per year or, in weekly terms an increase from 20p a week to 30p a 

week. 

Surely, before deciding to end the agreement and leave the club and move away it was the duty and 

responsibility of their Committee to consider the short term and long term financial ramifications of 

their decisions before putting it to their members. 

Southend Manor Football Club has said its Committee and members wish to state they will not be 

entering into long and protracted communication on the matter any further. 


