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Welcome to the British Baseball Federation (BBF) 

Members (Seniors) Handbook. Our handbook includes:  

Administrative processes for clubs and individuals 

participants be they players, coaches, officials, umpires, 

scorers or volunteers. 

Game day operations. 

Complaint and disciplinary processes. 

Codes of conduct and expected behaviour from players 

and coaches (youth or senior), which we expect all 

athletes and those who instruct them to follow. 

Appendices detail other procedures, resources and 

information which while relevant to the organisation and 

administration of baseball in UK/GB, either change too 

frequently to be included in this handbook, is not the BBF’s 

material and or is a standalone document in its own right.   

The handbook of the BBF is reviewed each year by the BBF 

Board.  Amendments may be proposed to the Board at any 

time by affiliated clubs and individual participants by emailing   

info@britishbaseball.org  

http://www.littleleague.org/learn/rules.htm
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Our Mission 
 
Organise, develop and promote baseball across Great Britain as a participatory sport and 
represent the country internationally.  
 
Our Vision 
 

• is built on five core principles 
• defines where we want to be 
• tells us what success looks like, so that when we achieve it we will be able to    

recognise it 
• allows us to focus upon the actions that get us closer to where we want to be 
• provides evidence both within and outside our sport as to our values and principles 

 
Baseball is for Everyone 
 
We are committed to making baseball an inclusive and welcoming sport for all irrespective 
of gender, age, ethnicity, or ability. We will seek to provide a broad range of opportunities 
for all individuals to participate, enjoy and succeed in baseball whether as a recreational 
pastime or a competitive passion.  
 
Youth is Our Future 
 
We acknowledge the central importance of engaging, retaining and nurturing youth 
participation and we are committed to providing a pathway from youth to adult baseball.  
 
Growth Drives Progress and Opportunity 
 
We will grow our community by recruiting new participants throughout the country at every 
level and in every capacity.  We will broaden opportunity by assisting the establishment 
of new clubs and facilities, and by encouraging the creation of new teams.  
 
Excellence and Quality Delivers a Rewarding Experience 
 
We will strive for excellence and quality through education, communication and skills 
development by investing in our players, coaches, officials, administrators and fans.  We 
will strengthen the national governing body and clubs by adopting best practices and by 
building productive partnerships with other organisations and sports.  
 
A Strong International Reputation Builds Pride and Respect 
 
We see our national and club teams representing Britain, and competing and succeeding 
at the international level.  We will proactively seek to host international competitions.  We 
will seek to obtain leadership positions across baseball’s international organisations.  
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Introduction 
 
Welcome to the British Baseball Federation (BBF) Handbook  
 
This handbook contains important information covering the administration and operations 
of British baseball through the BBF as the sports National Governing Body (NGB) and 
includes:  
 

• administrative processes for clubs and individual’s participants, be they player, 
coaches, officials, umpires, scorers or volunteers.  

• game day operations. 
• complaint and disciplinary processes. 
• code of conduct and expected behaviour for players, coaches, officials and 

parents which we expect all athletes and those who aid them to follow. 
 
Appendices detail other procedures, resources and information which while relevant to 
the organisation and administration of baseball in UK/GB, either changes too frequently 
to be included within this handbook, is not the BBF’s own material and or is a standalone 
document in its own right. 
 
Throughout the handbook, you will also find a specific reference to rules, modifications 
and points of interest applicable to youth baseball.   
 
The principles of fair play, courtesy and good manners are essential to baseball and 
provide a template for good conduct by all who enjoy this sport.  
 
The handbook of the BBF is reviewed each year by the BBF Board. Amendments may be 
proposed to the board at any time by affiliated clubs and individual’s participants by 
emailing info@britishbaseball.org or visiting the contact us section on the BBF website 
www.britishbaseball.org 
 
Youth Baseball 
 
Little League Baseball and Softball is a non-profit organisation based in Williamsport, 
Pennsylvania, the United States, which organises local youth baseball and softball 
leagues throughout the U.S. and the rest of the world.  There are several distinct divisions 
of Little League baseball and softball available to children ages 4 to 18. To find out more 
about Little League, visit http://www.littleleague.org/  
 
In 2017, the BFF offers youth baseball in the form of a Super League from ages 8-16. We 
support the following divisions: Minors, Majors and Juniors. Further, we are promoting 
development play (coaches pitch) for younger age groups. The Super League season 
runs from April to June, culminating with the Great Britain Little League Qualifiers played 
in June at Farnham Park. The UK is part of the Europe and Africa Region for Little League, 
Junior League, and Senior League play. For youth baseball rules, the BBF refers to Little 
League rules http://www.littleleague.org/learn/rules.htm , where applicable. The BBF 
Youth National Baseball Championships takes place in September.  
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About the BBF and baseball in Great Britain 
 
The BBF is the National Governing Body (NGB) for baseball in Great Britain and is a 
membership-orientated association governed by its Constitution.   The BBF receives no 
public funding and has no paid staff or board members. Officials are elected to the BBF 
Board by the membership as required by the Constitution, and the Board is responsible 
for setting the strategic direction of baseball in Great Britain, overseeing our national 
teams programme (GB Baseball) and ensuring that leagues, competitions and national 
programmes are managed each year.  In addition, the Board ensures that all legal 
requirements are met and best practice is employed.   
 
To help achieve these outcomes, the BBF is supported by BaseballSoftballUK (BSUK) 
www.baseballsoftballuk.com.  BSUK is the national development agency for baseball and 
softball which is jointly controlled by the BBF and the British Softball Federation (BSF).  
BSUK is delegated a number of responsibilities and provides the required infrastructure 
necessary for the efficient and professional operation of the sports governed by our two 
federations.  As a result, a number of policies and procedures are referred to in this 
handbook that have been developed for the two sports. 
 
The BBF is a member of both the World Baseball and Softball Confederation (WBSC), the 
international governing body for baseball and softball recognised by the International 
Olympic Committee, and the Confederation of European Baseball (CEB). 
 
Baseball has a rich history in Great Britain dating back into the 1800s as can be evidenced 
from many sources perhaps some more obvious than others; Derby County football club’s 
ground was known as The Baseball Ground demonstrating the link between the two 
sports.   In 1938, a date for British baseball, Great Britain won the inaugural Baseball World 
Cup (now known as the World Baseball Classic) and more recently, cricket shared a two-
year long exhibition with baseball at their respective historic homes, Lord’s and 
Cooperstown (home of the American National Baseball Hall of Fame) in the US.  
 
The BBF adopts the Official Rules of Major League Baseball (MLB), based on the official 
baseball rules (OBR), as the rules governing all games and competitions organised by 
the BBF, subject only to modification by the byelaws, youth baseball rules (BBF adopts 
use Little League rules unless otherwise noted) and other relevant parts of this handbook.  
The MLB rules that are adopted for each season are those from the MLB season 
immediately prior to the current BBF season. For example, for the 2017 season, the MLB 
2016 rules will be observed.  
 
For BBF youth tournament play, the rules adopted are those of Official Regulations and 
Playing Rules of Little League.  Local rules may be adopted for local youth league play to 
accommodate the particular needs of that league; however, rules around pitching, 
catching and bat sizes must not be changed without approval from the relevant Youth 
Commissioner. 
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Additionally, as members of CEB, the BBF adopts elements of CEB tournaments rules 
where appropriate.  
 
Collectively, these rules are called the British Baseball Rules.  In the case of a dispute 
between any set of rules adopted and rules defined in this handbook, this handbook shall 
in all cases prevail.  
 
Byelaws 
 
It sometimes becomes necessary to amend certain official rules to suit league 
requirements and these are referred to as byelaws. These Byelaws shall supersede any 
other byelaws in existence. 
 
All adult teams will use wood bats in accordance with Rule 3.02 of the Official Rules of 
Major League Baseball (MLB). There is no age exception to this rule.  
 
Game length 
 

1. All adult double headers will be seven innings as allowed by OBR 7.01 (a) unless 
otherwise stipulated by a BBF League Commissioner (e.g., if games are time 
limited).  
 

Run Difference 
 

2. The CEB Run Difference Rule applies to all adult games as follows: 
 
9 inning games:  If after or any time after 7 (seven) complete innings for the visiting 
team or 6½ innings for the home team, there is a 10 (ten) run score difference 
between the teams, the game is called. If after or any time after 5 (five) complete 
innings for the visiting team or 4½ innings for the home team, there is a 15 (fifteen) 
run score difference between the teams, the game is called. 
 
7 inning games:  If after or any time after 5 (five) complete innings for the visiting 
team or 4½ innings for the home team, there is a 10 (ten) run score difference 
between the teams, the game is called. 
 

Designated Hitter 
 

3. The designated hitter rule is optional for either team in any game. Rule 5.11 of the 
OBR still applies.  
 

Team composition  
 

4. Except for the National Baseball League and Triple A, teams may start and 
complete the game with only eight players and do so without any penalty of forfeit. 
The team with eight players must record an out in the ninth spot (it must be the ninth 
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spot only) in the batting order throughout the game unless an additional (ninth) 
player arrives.  

 
If a ninth player arrives they may be added into the batting order only in the 9th 
batting position.  They may take their position in the field if their side is the fielding 
team when they arrive but must wait until the current batter has completed their 
time at bat. 
 
If nine players are available, a team must start with all nine players and are not 
permitted to hold one back. 
 

A team starting with nine players may end a regulation game with eight players and if they 
do so for whatever reason, must record an out in the spot of the batting line up where the 
ninth player was listed and has come out of the game.  
 
Player substitutions  
 
In Single A and Double A leagues, up to three substituted players may re-enter the game 
once subject to the following:  
 

• a player being replaced by a substituted player must have played at least three 
consecutive defensive outs and had at least one plate appearance 

• a player can only re-enter at the start of an inning 
 
Protested Games 
 

5. Should a game be protested under Rule 7.04 of the OBR then the relevant BBF 
League Commissioner must be notified in writing (email) within 48 hours of the 
game along with payment of the appeal fee of £20 or else the right of protest will 
be lost. The payment should be made by bank transfer to the BBF. A BBF decision 
will be made within 14 days.  

 
Pitching restrictions 
 

6. (i) A pitcher may pitch any number of innings in one single nine inning game. 
(ii) If a pitcher pitches in both games of a doubleheader, he/she shall not 
accumulate more than nine full innings over two games, however distributed. 
(iii) It shall be the responsibility of the opposing manager to bring violations of these 
pitching rules to the attention of the home plate umpire. A pitcher shall be 
considered to have violated these rules if he throws one pitch in an inning above 
the prescribed limits.  The minimum penalty for violating these rules is automatic 
ejection from the game for the pitcher and his manager.  
(iv)  Clubs must ensure that the pitching restrictions which apply to youth players 
are adhered to whenever a player aged 19 or under plays for a senior team. This 
includes the “rest requirements” in the event that the player aged 16 or under has 
thrown 21 or more pitches on the previous day(s). 
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(v)  Pitchers aged 18 and under must adhere to the pitching restrictions for their 
age and also the mandatory rest requirements driven by the number of pitches in 
a day.  The restrictions are those detailed in MLB Pitch Smart which also are 
adopted by Little League and other youth baseball organisations.  Coaches are 
strongly encouraged to adhere to pitcher restrictions listed for their player aged 19-
22 years of age.  
 

Official Ball 
 

7. (i) The BBF will inform clubs of the official ball to be used in league games and 
other BBF sanctioned games and events. Failure to adhere to the approved ball list 
will result in penalties as detailed in the Disciplinary Procedures.  
(ii) The home team must provide a minimum of three new official balls for each 
game and if exhausted, provide further new or used official balls.  
 
Note: In 2017, the official BBF baseball for senior competition and/or league play 
will be either the Baden 3B-NFHS or Wilson A1010. For example,  
 
• All senior teams at all levels (from NBL through Single - A) can  either use the 

Baden (3B-NFHS) or Wilson (A1010) ball for BBF fixtures.  
• Penalties apply for not adhering to the above.  
• Before each day, home teams must advise the umpires as to which baseball 

will be used for the entire day (which includes doubleheaders). 
• For all post season and all other BBF competitions, we will decide the ball to 

use.  
• Clubs cannot mix and match, i.e., teams can only use one type of ball (Baden 

3B-NFHS or Wilson A1010) for the entire day; Otherwise, you are subject to a 
penalty.  

• The cost for supplying the baseballs is the responsibility of the home clubs.  
• This policy is only applicable to senior (adult) teams i.e., it does not apply to 

youth teams.  
 

Club Administration  
 
Affiliation to the BBF  
 
Clubs affiliate to the BBF under Article 4.3 of the BBF Constitution. An annual club 
registration process which takes place prior to each season and is notified to clubs who 
were affiliated to the BBF in the prior season. Note: Clubs may request to apply for 
membership mid-season to the BBF board.  
 
All payments for club affiliations and insurance premiums shall be made electronically and 
or as detailed in the registration process published each year on the BBF website. 
 
Clubs wishing to change their name must seek explicit approval to do so from the BBF by 
writing to the Secretary.  
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New clubs and their team(s) affiliating to the Federation shall not be permitted to use a 
name or logo, which is currently used by an existing affiliated club. 
 
Clubs who wish to enter a single team into BBF leagues must register and sustain a 
minimum of 12 registered players for that team. 
 
Insurance 
 
All clubs must take out Civil Liability insurance and Personal Accident Insurance through 
the BBF.  
 
IMPORTANT: The BBF does not act in any capacity as an agent or principal in relation to 
club insurance.  
 
Where a team already has Civil Liability insurance (e.g. from a local authority as part of 
field hire) then the certificate must be sent to the BBF and the BBF may approve an 
exemption from the requirement to take out the insurance through the BBF. 
 
The two types of insurance cover are: 
 

• Personal Accident and Injury Cover for players and officials that covers major 
injuries such as loss of limbs, damage to eyesight etc. Personal Accident and Injury 
cover applies to all players on your team’s official roster as it appears on the BBF 
website. 

• Civil and Public Liability Cover, which protects the whole club against liability for 
damage or injuries caused to third parties – i.e. those who are not a part of the club, 
such as spectators or neighbours to a field. 
 

For copies of the above policies, which are renewed each year by the BBF, please contact 
the BBF Treasurer by e-mail treasurer@britishbaseball.org  
 
The insurers must be notified if there is a breach of the Child Protection/Welfare Policy 
which results in a formal allegation of abuse and a subsequent official response and 
investigation by police or social services.  Such child protection or welfare issues must be 
handled through the BSUK Welfare Officer welfare@bsuk.com who will then make the 
insurers aware in an appropriate manner.  
 
BBF affiliated Clubs are required to maintain a list of their members as this may be required 
by the insurers when processing a claim.   
 
Participation Administration  
 
Registration and Rostering Requirements  
 
All clubs are to ensure their players register each season and to have rostered their 
players on the BBF website before their first game of each season.  Existing players must 
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register individually once registration is open by 1 April unless otherwise stipulated when 
registration opens. 
 
Clubs may register new players (i.e. previously unregistered with any club that season) 
throughout the year.  Players are to individually register via the BBF website setting up a 
user account if they are new to playing for a BBF affiliated team or using their existing 
account to register for each new season. 
 
Players will not be eligible to take part in NBL and AAA League games unless they have 
been added to the online roster of their team at least two (2) days before the game, e.g. a 
player must be activated in the team roster no later than Friday in order to be eligible to 
play on Sunday. If a team fields an ineligible player, an automatic forfeit win will be 
awarded to their opponents.  It shall be the responsibility of the opposing team to bring 
such violation of these rostering rules to the attention of the relevant BBF League 
Commissioner not later than two (2) days after the game. The exception to this rule is the 
temporary call-up of a player already rostered on a lower league team within the club. As 
long as the player has been rostered on the lower league team two (2) days before the 
game, then such player can be added to the higher team’s roster for stats purposes.  
 
The above will also apply to the Single A and Double A Leagues, with the exception that, 
in the AA and A Leagues, player registrations may be backdated by up to three (3) days. 
This allows for new players and “walk ins” e.g. a player plays for the first time on a Sunday, 
and may be registered at any time up to and including the following Wednesday.   In the 
AA and A Leagues, it shall be the responsibility of the opposing team to bring a violation 
of these rostering rules to the attention of the relevant League Commissioner not later than 
five (5) days after the game.   
 
Rostering of players for teams must be done via the team page on the BBF website by 
users with team page administration rights.  If you need guidance on any part of this 
process including obtaining the administration rights contact BSUK trevor.gc@bsuk.com 
who administer the access to team pages.  Once a player has played six times for a team 
in a higher league or where a club has two teams in the same league, they are rostered 
to that team for the purposes of applying player movement rules. 
 
Minimum Age Requirement 
 
The minimum age for senior players is 14 and must be 14 before 1 April.   In line with child 
welfare guidelines, parental / guardian approval must be obtained prior to a player under 
the age of 16 years playing senior baseball. A form for this purpose is available from the 
BBF website or alternatively e-mail info@britishbaseball.org to enable clubs to administer 
this process internally.  
 
Transfer Regulations  
 
General Transfer Rules  
 
For a transfer request the following rules apply:  
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• May do so once per season.  
• Must not have been approached by another club or any of its members or 

representatives enticing him or her to transfer away, without that club first 
contacting the player’s current club and seeking their agreement.  

• Can do so without restriction if they are a free agent defined as a player who has 
not participated in any BBF games for a full season and or they do not owe any 
money to a former or current club.  

• Can only do so during the playing season when there are no transfer restrictions as 
follows: In the National Baseball League (NBL), during two-week transfer window 
which is two weeks immediately before the 45% completion point of the scheduled 
season, which is notified to clubs. A player can move outside of these two weeks, 
but can only practise not play for the new club.  

 
A transfer request shall be reported to the relevant BBF Commissioner through the online 
form on the BBF site. Copies of the transfer request will be sent to the original club, the 
new club and the BBF. It is the responsibility of the new club to contact the current club 
management (President, Secretary or similar) prior to the transfer request is sent (e-mail) 
to the BBF. If the original club does not respond to the transfer request within 14 days, the 
transfer request will be reviewed by the relevant BBF League Commissioner. If the new 
club does not follow the above process a penalty fee of £30 might be levied by the BBF.  
 
When a registered participant owes money to another BBF affiliated club then, should they 
fail to pay the debt, the club to which they are affiliated will become liable to the other 
club. Where a registered participant owes money to any BBF affiliated club then their 
transfer request will not be accepted until the debt is repaid. Details of the debt should be 
copied to the player’s club and the BBF Board form the creditor.  
 
Players can only transfer once in the same season between affiliated clubs.   The 
exception to this is where a player transfers to or from an overseas club.   
 
Note: Other federations may require a player to obtain a release form from their former 
club and from the BBF Office. They must allow at least 14 days for this to occur to avoid 
being prohibited from playing in another federation’s league.  There will be no transfer fee. 
 
Player Movement Rules within Clubs and Inter Club Affiliations 
 
The rules on player movement in the table below are intended to stimulate growth in British 
baseball. These rules should not be enough to affect the outcome of a game, but should 
provide the following advantages:  
 

• Simplifying the player movement regulations. 
• Allowing clubs to have some movement of players within their teams. 
• Deterrence against abuse. 
• Allowing development of new talent, particularly pitchers. 
• Allowing clubs to deal with unforeseen injuries. 



BRITISH BASEBALL FEDERATION                                                                                                                                                               
 

Copyright © 2017 British Baseball Federation.  www.britishbaseball.org 10 

• Stimulating the growth of clubs with more than one team (teams that are not sure if 
they have enough players to develop a second team are more likely to set up a 
second team if they know they can call down a few of their first team players when 
short). 

 
The table below gives the full details but the main points can be summarised as follows: 
 

• Up to three players may “play down” one League. 
• Pitchers from a higher League may not pitch in a lower League. 
• Failure to notify the opposing scorer and manager and the umpire of players 

“playing down” may result in the game being forfeited. 
 
Players aged 17 or under can move freely between teams in the same club.  Adult players 
(aged over 17) can move freely between teams of the same club until they have played 
six (6) league games for one of the higher-level teams in the club.   After that point, they 
can no longer play for a team in a lower League unless they officially transfer.  They are 
however free to play on a team in a higher League. 
 
 

ID Rule Penalty for Rule Infringement 
1 With effect from the start of each season, players may 

appear in official league games only if they are rostered in 
accordance with the provisions in the Rostering 
Requirements section. 

If a team fields an ineligible 
player in a game after the start 
of the season, an automatic 
forfeit win will be awarded to 
their opponents.  It shall be the 
responsibility of the opposing 
team to bring such violation of 
these rostering rules to the 
attention of the relevant League 
Commissioner. 

2 Players may not be moved from one roster to another during 
the course of a season (except where stipulated in below).  

One game forfeit for each game 
played when players have 
illegally moved from one team 
to another. 

3 Any player who has pitched more than 14 innings or played 
in 6 games or more: In a higher League game may not pitch 
in any lower League game. For a team in a league may not 
pitch for another team from the same club in that league 

Game forfeited. 

4 Three players who are rostered to a higher League team 
may be on the field during a lower League game. Movement 
is only allowed down a maximum of one League. At least 
one of three or two players making use of this rule must be 
used as an outfielder. In addition, no more than two players 
from the higher league team may be placed in consecutive 
positions in the batting order.  If a club has two teams in the 
same league, the same rules apply once the players are 
rostered to a team in that only three players can play across 
for the other team.  

Game forfeited if more than 
three players from a higher 
league are (or same league) on 
the field at any time during a 
League game. Game forfeited 
if any players from more than 
one League higher used. 
Manager warned on first 
occasion if players from a 
higher league are not 
positioned defensively or 
offensively correctly. On the 
second occasion the player 
from the higher league that is 
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due next in the batting order 
(whether the team is on offence 
or defence) is ejected from the 
game and no further action is 
taken. 

5 Two players who are rostered to a higher League team 
more than one league apart may be on the field during a 
lower League game.   Any players rostered to the higher 
team cannot play in the following positions and must not bat 
consecutively in the batting order: 

• Catcher 
• 2nd base 
• Short stop 
• 3rd base  

Game forfeited if more than two 
players from a higher league 
are (or same league) on the 
field at any time during a 
League game. 
Manager warned on first 
occasion if players from a 
higher league are not 
positioned defensively or 
offensively correctly. On the 
second occasion the player 
from the higher league that is 
due next in the batting order 
(whether the team is on offence 
or defence) is ejected from the 
game and no further action is 
taken. 

6 University players may nominate a team close to their 
University and a team where they live when not at university 
and have freedom of movement between the two teams in 
the regular season up until 1 July.  To be eligible under this 
rule, the player must be able to provide their University 
email address and their student ID number. Both 
designated clubs have to be in agreement with this 
arrangement and only relates to regular season games. The 
player will need to be mindful of minimum game 
requirements for postseason eligibility and can only play for 
one team during the post-season even if he/she is ultimately 
eligible for both – in such instances the player would need 
to choose which team they will play for in the post-season 
before the roster lock date on 1 July. 

 

7 No movement down or between teams in the same division 
is allowed during post-season play. 

Game forfeited.  

8 To be eligible for post-season play, players must have 
participated in at least 20% of regular season games for 
that team. In the NBL, players must have participated in 
45% of regular season games to be eligible for post-season 
play and must be rostered for the NBL team no later than 
June 5th 

Game forfeited.  

9 Teams may apply for waivers in special circumstances to 
the relevant League Commissioner. 

N/A 

 
 
Inter Club Affiliation  
 
Clubs can form affiliations with other clubs with regard to player movement. If two clubs 
with teams in different divisions wish to form an official affiliation and be approved by the 
BBF, players in the club in question can move up and down in accordance with the current 
intra-club player movement rules. Clubs wishing to form such an affiliation must do so by 
e-mail application to their respective BBF Seniors Commissioner.  
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For example, Club X has only one team in its organisation, playing in AA. Club Y has two 
teams, one in AAA and one in Single A. If the clubs form an official affiliation, players from 
Club X can play for Club Y's AAA and Single A teams, Club Y's single A players can play 
for Club X's AA team and Club Y's AAA players can play for Club X's AA team (but not for 
Club Y's Single A team, in accordance with the 'playing down one level' rule). 
 
Both clubs must register their teams separately with the BBF and for the avoidance of 
doubt, the affiliation does not confer any rights or liabilities on the other club.  The teams 
must play under their existing and separate names. 
 
Game and Competition Administration 
 
The competition structure must be approved by the BBF Board. A senior team shall 
participate in whichever league shall be designated by the Board as determined if 
necessary, through consultation with a club. All BBF senior games shall be played 
according to the schedules produced and published by BBF, unless the relevant League 
Commissioner has given prior agreement. 
  
Each club is fully responsible for their own ground, travelling and playing expenses.  
However, where either team fails to give more than 72 hours’ notice of forfeiture, they will 
be held liable for the non-offending team's incurred expenses.  
 
Umpires shall submit a report of any disciplinary matter concerning members of either 
team, on or off the field of play. 
 
Prior to the scheduled start time of the game the scorers will swap team line-ups. The line 
ups shall contain both First and Surnames as listed on the team’s roster on the BBF 
website. Both managers will also provide team line-ups to the umpire and the home team 
shall also provide the necessary quantity of game balls.  The umpire and both managers 
will discuss ground rules. 
 
At the home plate conference, it is the manager’s duty to declare any players: 
 

• Playing down from a higher league team within the club. 
• Playing across from a team within the same league. 
• Players subject to a pitch count limit. 
• Aged under 18.  
• If notification of a player playing under the player movement rules is not made, the 

opposing team can request a forfeit. 
 
International  
 
All International games and European competitions shall be run in accordance with the 
rules of the Confederation of European Baseball (CEB). 
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No senior team or affiliated person may play, organise or sanction a game against a 
foreign team without the permission of the BBF.  
 
Results  
 
Reporting of results must be carried out by all teams to ensure that standings on the 
website are kept up to date. The deadline for reporting of scores is immediately (including 
game one of a doubleheader reported before the start of game two) of the actual finish 
time of the game.  
 
Team Statistics  
 
Teams must enter game statistics on the BBF website within timescales detailed below 
which not only enables dissemination of statistics to the baseball community, but also 
makes it easier to deal with issues of eligibility and appeals.  The statistics can either be 
uploaded via a scoring application or manually by teams.  The responsibility lies on teams 
to ensure that statistics are available for League Commissioners to ensure eligibility of 
players in regular and post-season play. 
 
Statistics are to be provided as follows: 
 

• Batting statistics to be recorded within 24 hours of the actual finish time of the 
game (all adult divisions). 

• Pitching statistics to be recorded within 24 hours of the actual finish time of the 
game (NBL only). 

• Pitching statistics for all other adult divisions and fielding stats for all divisions are 
not compulsory. 

• Special concession for junior leagues: recording of central statistics optional but 
recommended. 

 
Note: Up to two a minimum of BBF Board Commissioners and/or Officials reserve the right 
to disqualify teams from the post-season where the above is not adhered too.  
 
Game Change and Forfeit Procedure 
 
The cut-off for notification that a team cannot play a scheduled game is 12 noon on 
Thursday, or 72 hours prior to the start time (whichever is earlier). Failure to adhere to this 
timing could result in the team cancelling the game being liable to cover the expenses of 
the other team and could result in a forfeit being awarded. 
 
If the weather forecast might prevent play, the home team is responsible to keep the 
visiting team informed about potential postponement issues and including the 
Commissioner and umpires in such communication.  
 
Fixture changes are to be made between teams and both teams must be in agreement. 
The relevant League Commissioner must be informed in advance of the rescheduled 
game taking place. Where the teams concerned cannot agree on a date to reschedule a 
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game, the respective BBF Senior Commissioner can be approached to act as an 
intermediary, but only as a last resort. 
 
If a game is postponed, the following procedure should be used to determine when the 
game shall be played: 
 

• First Option: if both teams have an available Sunday before the scheduled end of 
the season. 

• Second Option: if both teams have a league-designated rain date available before 
the scheduled end of the season. 

• Third Option: if neither of the above are possible, the game shall be scheduled as 
the first game of a double-header on the next date that the teams are due to meet 
for a single game. 

• Fourth Option: agree a Saturday date on which to play the game. 
 
When agreement is reached, both teams must notify the relevant League Commissioner 
in order for the schedule to be altered. The Commissioner will then ensure the information 
on the BBF website is changed accordingly and that all affected teams are informed of 
the change.  If agreement can’t be reached, then the League Commissioner will decide 
when the game will be played or make a ruling on the outcome of the game including but 
not limited to a forfeit result. 

 
Games should not be postponed except for reasons covered in this handbook. 

 
Forfeits Procedure 

 
The BBF discourages forfeitures of scheduled League games – particularly in the NBL. 

 
Any Forfeit in the NBL, regardless of reason, will result in the forfeiting team being ineligible 
for post season play.   

 
Where there is a need for a team to re-arrange a fixture, the following procedure must be 
followed: 
 
As stated above, the cut-off for notification that a team cannot play a scheduled game is 
12 noon on Thursday or 72 hours prior to the start time (whichever is earlier). 
   
If the opposing team agrees to rearrange the game, they should do so following the Game 
Change Procedure. We would encourage all teams to try to play these games, but the 
decision lies with the opposing team. 

 
If the opposing team does not wish to or is unable to re-arrange the game, they can take 
the forfeit. This must be made clear to the other team and reported immediately to the 
relevant League Commissioner, who will enter the forfeit on the BBF website. 

 



BRITISH BASEBALL FEDERATION                                                                                                                                                               
 

Copyright © 2017 British Baseball Federation.  www.britishbaseball.org 15 

Once a team has more than one forfeit loss, a win will automatically be deducted from its 
record in the standings and recorded as a loss for every two games forfeited. Additional 
penalties may be assessed for repeated forfeits. 
 
Forfeit shall also occur when a team: 
 

• Fails to appear on the field within 30 minutes of the scheduled start time without 
good reason. The BBF Board may consider appeals. 

• Refuses to continue a game for any reason other than a suspension or termination 
called by the umpire. 

• Violates any forfeiture laws included in this handbook. 
 
Rained-Off Games 
 
If the weather forecast and/or field conditions indicate that a game could be rained off, 
the home team is responsible for updating the visiting team and scorers and umpires (if 
applicable) of the conditions the evening prior to game day. The decision of declaring a 
game unplayable due to weather should be established by the home team manager in 
consultation with an umpire (if available). Team contact details can be accessed via the 
League Contacts section on the BBF website or by request to the BBF 
info@britishbaseball.org. Common sense must be used at all times, games should not be 
postponed casually due to weather or impending weather, but proper consideration must 
be given to travelling teams. 
 
Where Rain Dates are built into the schedule, players must be made aware that they may 
be called upon to play on these dates. 
 
When rescheduling games that are rained off, the Game Change Procedure set out above 
should be followed. 
 
Resolving Ties in League/Divisional Standings  
 
The BBF will apply the following criteria for resolving final positions in league or divisional 
standings in situations where two or more teams finish in a tie -- either by virtue of identical 
win-loss records or where teams have played an unequal number of games but the 
“Games Behind” difference between them is zero. In either case, the tie would be broken 
by using the following criteria in the order given: 
 
The team that has forfeited the fewest number of games during the season is placed first; 
the team that has forfeited the next fewest number of games is placed second and so on. 
 

1.1.1. If still level, then the head-to-head results between the tied teams should be 
used to establish placing. 

 
1.1.2. If still level, then the team that has conceded the fewest runs in games 

between or among the tied teams is placed first, the team that has conceded 
the next fewest number of runs in those games is placed second, and so on. 



BRITISH BASEBALL FEDERATION                                                                                                                                                               
 

Copyright © 2017 British Baseball Federation.  www.britishbaseball.org 16 

 
1.1.3. If still level, then the average number of runs per game conceded excluding 

games involving forfeits, by the tied teams across the whole of the league 
season should be used to determine placing. 

 
Managers Game Reports 
 
We encourage all Managers to complete a report promptly and as often as required as 
the feedback will help the league and umpires to understand and address the needs of 
teams. 
 
Admission to Games 
 

1. Visiting players and coaches shall have free admission to games.  
 
Start Times 
 

1.1  Unless otherwise notified, the start times for games will be as follows: 
 

• Single Game: 12:00 
• Doubleheader 12:00 

 
1.2  The interval between games of a double header shall not exceed 30 minutes.   

 
1.3  Team managers can liaise to alter the start times where convenient.  However, 

if there is a dispute, then the start times listed above (1.1) shall prevail. 
 

1.4  As many teams share grounds, a number of game start times will need to be 
adjusted. In most cases, alternative start times will already be part of the 
schedule, and are therefore set. Where this is not the case, an attempt should 
be made to agree start times between the teams involved. This may also involve 
time-limiting games. 

 
1.5  If the teams cannot agree, the matter should be referred to the relevant BBF 

League Commissioner for a decision as a last resort. 
 
Pre-Game Rules 
 

1.6  The following timings for pre-game practice are based on the standard start 
time of 12:00 and will need to be adjusted accordingly if game start times are 
different.  

 
Pre-game Practise Schedule:  

 
• Practise start time: 10:00 
• Home team batting practise time: 10:00 to 10:35 
• Visitors batting practise time: 10:35 to 11:10  
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• Home team pre-game fielding warm-up: 11:10 to 11:25 
• Visitors pre-game fielding warm-up: 11:25 to 11:40 

 
Note: Groundskeeper(s) should have a minimum of 15 minutes to prepare the field before 
the start of the game.  
 
Special Event Costs 
 

1.7 When special events occur in the schedules - i.e. league games scheduled for 
multiple teams on the same day or weekend at the same venue – this is how the 
costs should be split by the teams involved: 
 
1.7.1 The Host Team is responsible for the cost of the field. 
1.7.2 The Visiting Teams are responsible for their own travel costs. 
1.7.3 All teams will be responsible for dividing up equally the cost of umpires 

officiating over the course of the weekend. 
1.7.4 The Host Team will be responsible for paying each umpire and recouping 

the costs from the Visiting Teams. 
1.7.5 Each Visiting Team is responsible for paying its share of the umpire costs to 

the Host Team. 
1.7.6 Each Team will be responsible for providing the required amount of official 

game balls to the umpire for the game they are the home team and must 
also ensure that enough game balls are available to complete the game. 

1.7.7 The Official Scorer shall be paid by his or her own team. 
 

Speed-up Rules 
 

1.8 The need to speed up the play of games must be constantly enforced in an effort 
to keep the game moving quickly: (Speed-up Rules are not valid for Juveniles (U12) 
competitions) 

 
1.8.1 The 12-second rule for the pitcher must be enforced (5.07(c)). 
1.8.2 The hitter shall be required to remain in the batter’s box unless he makes a 

request for time and the umpire judges that the request is accordance with 
the rule 5.04 (b)(2) Only then shall the umpire grant time out. 

1.8.3 The pitcher shall be allowed eight warm-up pitches to start the first inning 
and on any pitching change, or five pitches between innings and the plate 
umpire shall ensure that the pitches are thrown without undue delay and if 
there is a delay. 

1.8.4 If a team fails to complete the warm-up pitches in a reasonable length of 
time, the umpire may terminate them and call” Play Ball”. Teams shall be 
directed to have a catcher ready to warm up the pitcher as soon as an inning 
is completed. 
 

When a batter hits a home run, members of his team shall not be allowed to contact the 
hitter until he has passed on home plate. Failure to observe this rule will result in a warning 
and if it occurs again, the manager of the team shall be ejected from the game. 



BRITISH BASEBALL FEDERATION                                                                                                                                                               
 

Copyright © 2017 British Baseball Federation.  www.britishbaseball.org 18 

 
2 Facilities and Field Dimensions 
 

2.1 All BBF affiliated clubs shall strive to provide the following minimum facilities 
and field equipment throughout the course of the season and should ensure the 
team responsible for setting up the field for play adheres to these provisions. 
Where it is not possible to fulfil the minimum requirements, the BBF should be 
notified in advance of the playing season or when it becomes apparent during 
the season the requirements cannot be met through whatever cause. 

 
2.1.1 A suitable playing field with no obstructions for at least 250 feet from 

home plate in an arc from the left field to the right field foul lines; where 
possible, the minimum distance for the outfield should be 300 feet. 

2.1.2 A backstop, which may be portable, of a height of at least 12 feet.  
This backstop should ideally be located 60 feet behind home plate. 
Teams are encouraged to use a permanent backstop. 

2.1.3 The field shall be correctly marked in accordance with the Rules of 
British Baseball.  Where no mound has been constructed, a circle of 
the same dimensions shall be marked. 

2.1.4 A fixed home plate, a pitcher's rubber and secure bases.  
2.1.5 Unless field set up is carried out by a third party, the home team shall 

ensure they have prepared the field for play before the designated 
practice start time or where ongoing preparations are being carried 
out, they do not affect the practice start time unless the preparations 
are required due to inclement weather or as a result of damage or 
other action immediately before the scheduled start time. 

2.1.6 Toilets. 
2.1.7 Adequate seating facilities for all players. 

 
Uniforms and Equipment  
 
2.2 All BBF clubs shall ensure that the following items of uniform and playing equipment 
are provided unless otherwise directed below: 
 

2.2.1 Uniforms. These should be identical within a team and shall comprise of a 
cap, jersey, pants, socks and undershirt. Undershirts should be the same  

 colour within the team. Where stirrup socks are worn, team members shall 
wear under socks, all of which should be the same colour within the team. 
All uniform jerseys must carry numbers in accordance with the rule 3.03(a). 

2.2.2   Catchers shall wear a mask with a throat protector, chest protector, box/cup, 
leg guards and helmet.  

2.2.3   Players shall wear a double ear-flap approved batting helmet when at bat  
and when base running. To this end, a team shall own a minimum of five   
batting helmets.  

2.2.4   Base coaches shall wear base coach helmets or batting helmets. 
2.2.5   The home team shall provide a first aid kit.  
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2.2.6   The home team must provide a minimum of three new official baseball each 
game and if exhausted, provide further new or used official balls.  

 
L – Screen Requirement  
 

2.3  Each home team should provide an L-Screen that affords reasonable 
protection and must be used to protect pitchers during batting practice. 
Where the home team is not playing at its regular ground, it remains the 
responsibility of the team acting as the home team to ensure an L-Screen is 
available. 

 
2.3.1   If no L-Screen is available, neither team will be allowed to take batting 

practice.  
 
Wooden Bats 
 
2.4 All adult teams will use wood bats in accordance with Rule 3.02 of the Official Rules     
      of MLB. There is no age exception to this rule.  
 
Note: The current year’s approved bats list is available for download from the BBF website. 
If any team wishes to propose the addition of an unlisted bat to the approved list, please 
contact your relevant League Commissioner and the bat will be evaluated. 
 
Equipment 
 
Catchers are required to wear a mask (and encouraged to wear a dangling throat 
protector; although youths are mandated to wear), chest protector, a box/cup, leg 
guards and a catcher's helmet. 
 
The batter, players in the on-deck circle, base runners and players coaching in the 
coaching box must wear double ear batting helmets.  
 
Managers and/or coaches should make every effort to enforce the wearing of a box/cup 
by all players. 
 
The rules for baseball cleats very depending on the level of baseball being played. For 
example, you will find that most youth baseball leagues will not allow their players to 
wear metal cleats. This is because they present the potential for serious injury. Metal 
cleats and plastic/rubber cleats are allowed in senior baseball. Shoes with studs or 
pointed spikes similar to golf or track shoes shall not be worn. 
 
No jewellery shall be worn by any player, except for medical identification. 
 
Officials  
 
Umpires 
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The BBF is responsible for appointing umpires for selected BBF league games and 
competitions and work with the Amateur Baseball Umpires Association – GB (ABUA-GB) 
to achieve this.  Where only one BBF-appointed umpire is present, the home team shall 
endeavour to provide a base umpire.  Home teams shall provide a minimum of one 
umpire where no BBF-appointed umpire is available, whether this is a player or an 
independent umpire.  
 
Umpires' fees and expenses shall be set by the BBF. 
 
Dress for BBF appointed umpires should be in accordance with CEB rules: 
 
a.  Black shoes/boots 
b. Black socks 
c. Grey slacks 
d. Light Blue or Navy Blue shirt – in addition, other colour shirts may be worn to 

avoid clashes with player’s uniforms  
e. Black/Navy cap 
f. Black jacket, as required 
 
Disciplinary reports shall be reported via the BBF website (Umpire’s Game Report form) 
within 72 hours of the incident. 
 
Technical officers appointed for games shall be given full co-operation by the appointed 
umpires. 
 
Umpires' classifications shall be graded on an ongoing basis by the Officials 
Commissioner.  
 
All Clubs shall register or other persons who will umpire for their team by emailing 
tc@britishbaseball.org  
 
Umpiring is one of the most thankless jobs in British baseball. The BBF works closely 
with ABUA-GB to recruit, encourage and educate umpires to the highest standards. All 
clubs are strongly encouraged to support the BBF in growing the number of umpires in 
baseball through the development plan, details of which will be provided from time to 
time.  
 
Umpire fees and expenses are set-out on the BBF website.  
 
Scorers  
 
All scoring of games shall be carried out according to Chapter 9 of the Official Rules of 
MLB.  
  
Appointments of scorers at games played in the National Baseball League’s regular 
season and at all levels of the National Baseball Championships are usually to be made 
by the BBF in conjunction with GBBSA as appropriate. Scorers for international games 
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played on British soil will be appointed by CEB in conjunction with BBF or the club 
organising the event.  For games played under the auspices of the BBF at which a 
GBBSA-appointed scorer is not present, it will be the responsibility of the home team to 
keep score.  
 
To enable scorers to be covered by the BBF personal accident insurance they will need 
to be added to their team’s roster on the BBF website. 
  
At the game, all scorers shall sit in a position where they have a clear view of the 
diamond, ideally at a good angle to the right-field foul line so as to be best able to judge 
close plays at first base. If more than one scorer is present at a game, it is ideal for 
individuals to score together in order to ensure agreement on every play.  
 
If scorers are not sitting together, score sheets should be compared at the completion of 
each inning to ensure agreement. Any discrepancy in the score shall be referred 
immediately to the umpire, whose decision is final. 
   
Scorers are also encouraged to make the stats from each game centrally available 
(someone else in the team besides the scorer may wish to take responsibility for this).  
 
Technical Commissioners 
 
Where a Technical Commissioner (TC) is appointed to a game or a tournament 
(hereafter “event”) by the BBF, they will ensure adherence to the UK Sport procedure for 
effective anti-doping regulations and to resolve protests on the spot and ensure that the 
matter is dealt with at that point. 
 
The TC is expected to be at the venue of the event at least 75 minutes prior to the start 
and should hold a meeting at least 60 minutes before the start with the umpire and the 
official representative of each team. 
 
During the event, the TC should be seated at the scorers' table in such a position as to 
be able to easily view the score sheet. 
 
The TC should ensure the event is conducted in accordance with the spirit and the letter 
of the rules and byelaws.  To this end, the TC should encourage the full co-operation of 
the officials and the participating clubs or teams. 
 
The TC report should contain reference to: 
 
a. General arrangements made by the home club. 
b. Specific arrangements concerning hosting. 
c. Details concerning spectators and programmes. 
d. Playing and changing facilities including accommodation for the game officials. 
e. Any post-game reception. 
f. The general conduct of participating teams. 
g. The general performance of the officials. 
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h. Equipment and technical aspects of the game. 
 
As a nominated representative of the BBF, the TC will be expected to handle any 
dispute, excluding items covered under the rules of the game, and advise those 
involved of their responsibilities with regard to the regulations concerning the submission 
of reports, etc. 
 
The TC will receive travelling and subsistence expenses, to be agreed in advance. 
 
Media and PR  
 
Any registered participant or person or persons representing a club or affiliated 
organisation should notify info@britishbaseball.org of an appearance on a television or 
radio broadcast in any connection with baseball. 
 
The BBF Board shall have the sole and exclusive right to negotiate on behalf of each 
league, club or team the television coverage of baseball games played in the United 
Kingdom by clubs or persons affiliated to or registered with the BBF.  The right may be 
delegated to a league, club or team at the absolute discretion of the BBF, but no league, 
club or team shall have the right to grant to any other person or organisation whether or 
not they be affiliated to the BBF, the authority to negotiate television coverage. 
 
The BBF reserves all rights to the videotaping or filming of all games under its 
jurisdiction. 
 
All benefits related to the sale of rights to broadcasting, (radio, television, internet, 
videotaping or filming, cable TV), or any other media-related rights to any baseball game 
played under the jurisdiction of the BBF belong wholly and exclusively to the BBF.   
 
National Teams 
 
GB Baseball national teams are overseen by the National Teams Programme Official 
who sets out GB Baseball’s structure, organisational, other administrative and 
communication matters separately.   
 
All national team players must meet CEB, WBSC and Olympic nationality qualifications.  
 
Where a BBF league team has three (3) or more players unavailable for a BBF league 
game because of International duty, then they may apply to their League 
Commissioner to have their games rescheduled.   Every effort will be made to ensure 
that International duty will not impact on regular season games, but re-scheduling 
cannot be guaranteed, and the decision of the League Commissioner/BBF will be 
final. 
 
Codes of Conduct  
 
All participants in British baseball are to adhere to the codes of conduct set out from time  
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to time. Codes of conduct exist for players, coaches, officials and other club members 
and supporters and will be published on the BBF website.   
 
Disciplinary Procedures 
 
The BBF has formal disciplinary procedures to deal with a wide range of matters that arise 
both during play and at any other time.  These procedures are reviewed annually an 
published as an appendix to this handbook.  The BBF takes seriously any form of 
discrimination, improper behaviour and bringing the BBF into disrepute and will take the 
appropriate form of redress.   
 
Baseball History in Great Britain 
 
Baseball began in the United States in the 1830s, and the first traces of organised baseball 
in Britain go back as far as 1890, when the National Baseball League of Great Britain and 
Ireland was founded. This league included four teams, each of which shared close 
affiliation with a professional football club. The teams were located at Derby County, 
Preston North End, Aston Villa and Stoke City. 
 
This creation of this league was mainly influenced by Francis Ley, an entrepreneur from 
Derby, whose interest in baseball stemmed from his business trips to the United States. 
A.G. Spalding, owner of an American sporting goods company, was also an integral 
contributor to the formation of the British NBL. His involvement was driven largely by the 
potential for expanding his sporting goods company into Great Britain and throughout the 
British Empire. 
 
The inaugural season of the National Baseball League was relatively successful. Despite 
the controversial withdrawal of the Derby team due to excessive use of American players, 
overall attendance was equivalent to that of the average Minor League team in the United 
States. 
 
Following this initial success, the league expanded as clubs joined from cities such as 
Darlington, Middlesbrough, Stockton and Thornaby. It appeared to many that baseball in 
Great Britain would enjoy a prosperous future. However, despite this optimism, public 
interest in organised baseball tapered off in the early part of the 20th century. Press 
coverage of league games was incomplete and inaccurate, and frequently out of date. 
 
However, interest in British baseball revived in the 1930s. This time, the game was 
supported by another businessman, Sir John Moores. Using financing from his Littlewoods 
Pools company, he founded the National Baseball Association in 1933. Two leagues were 
organised, one in Lancashire and one in Yorkshire, and play got underway in 1936. These 
professional games commonly reached attendance levels of 5,000 and sometimes 
attracted as many as 10,000 fans. This attendance was due at least partly to high rates of 
unemployment during a time of depression, as many men without jobs searched for 
entertaining ways to fill up their days. Baseball grew so popular during this era that it was 
also introduced at an amateur level for teenage boys, both in and out of school. Baseball 
in the UK reached its all-time pinnacle when Great Britain hosted the first annual World 
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Championship against the United States in 1938 – and Great Britain won! 
 
However, this climactic event for baseball in Britain was followed by a sharp drop in 
popularity in 1939, with the start of World War II. 
 
But World War II brought over a million American servicemen and women to Britain, and 
this American presence again exposed and promoted baseball to citizens of the United 
Kingdom. Numerous exhibition games featuring US servicemen were played at Wembley 
Stadium and at The Baseball Ground in Derby, and these games again attracted massive 
crowds. 
 
Following the end of World War II, championship competition throughout the UK resumed 
in 1948 – but baseball was gradually overshadowed during the second half of the 20th 
century by other sports and by growth in a multitude of other leisure activities. The British 
Baseball Federation, formed to organise amateur baseball in Great Britain, presided for 
many years over a gradual decline in the sport’s popularity and participation. 
 
But now, in the 21st century, baseball is beginning to revive in the UK. MLB games are 
frequently aired on the UK television stations, furthering the exposure of the game. The 
creation of BaseballSoftballUK (BSUK) in 2000 has led to a gradual growth in participation 
and to a major increase in funding for both baseball and softball. Beginning in April 2007, 
however, full administration of the game in the UK has moved back from BSUK to a 
revitalised British Baseball Federation, while BSUK provides development and other 
support. 
 
Meanwhile, in September 2007, the Great Britain Baseball Team registered its best 
international result in the modern era, winning silver at the European Championships and 
qualifying for the 2009 Baseball World Cup.  
 
Baseball is an Olympic sport. In 2017, support GB Baseball as it attempts to qualify for 
Tokyo 2020.  
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Contact information 
 
Website: www.britishbaseball.org 
General information: info@britishbaseball.org 
 
British Baseball Federation Board Members 
 

• President: Gerry Perez gerry.perez@britishbaseball.org 
• Treasurer: Amanda Kettle amanda.kettle@britishbaseball.org 
• National Teams Programme Official: Liam Carroll liam.carroll@britishbaseball.org 
• Officials Commissioner: Chris Deacon chris.deacon@britishbaseball.org  
• Seniors Commissioner: Ben Davis ben.davis@britishbaseball.org 
• Northern Youth Commissioner: John Eaton john.eaton@britishbaseball.org 
• Southern Youth Commissioner: Michael Holm michael.holm@britishbaseball.org 

 
Vacant positions 
  

• Secretary 
• Development Official 
• Coaches Commissioner 
• Northern Senior League Commissioner 
• Southern Senior League Commissioner 
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DISCLAIMER:  
 
 
1. The material and information contained in this handbook and our website www.britishbaseball.org 
is for general information purposes only. Whilst we endeavour to keep the information up to date and 
correct, the BBF makes no representations or warranties of any kind, express or implied about the 
completeness, accuracy, reliability, suitability or availability with respect to the information, services 
or related graphics contained in the handbook or our website for any purpose. Any reliance you place 
on such material is therefore strictly at your own risk. BBF will not be liable for any false, inaccurate, 
inappropriate or incomplete information presented in the handbook or on our website. 
 
2. Although every effort is made to keep our website up and running smoothly, the BBF takes no 
responsibility for and will not be liable for the website being temporarily unavailable due to technical 
issues (or otherwise) beyond its control or for any loss or damage suffered as a result of the use of or 
access to, or inability to use or access our website whatsoever. 
 
3. Certain links in our handbook and on our website, will lead to websites which are not under the 
control of BBF. When you activate these, you will leave the BBF website. BBF has no control over and 
accepts no liability in respect of materials, products or services available on any website which is not 
under the control of BBF. 
 
4.  To the extent not prohibited by law, in no circumstances shall BBF be liable to you or any other 
third parties for any loss or damage (including, without limitation, damage for loss of business or loss 
of profits) arising directly or indirectly from your use of or inability to use, our site or any of the material 
contained in our handbook. 
 
5. Comments. BBF will not tolerate defamatory or libellous material, obscene content and abusive or 
intimidating comments. BBF monitor comments on our website and social media and may remove any 
material from the website or social media forums under its control at its sole discretion, without warning 
and without prejudice to any other accrued rights.  
  
6.  These disclaimers and exclusions shall be governed by and construed in accordance with English 
law. 
 
7. Liability is not limited by the above disclaimers in relation to death or personal injury arising from 
negligence on the part of BBF. 
 
8. Whilst precautions are taken to detect computer viruses and ensure security, BBF cannot 
guarantee that its website is virus-free and secure.  BBF shall not be liable for any loss or damage 
which may occur as a result of any virus or breach of security. 
 
9. Whilst making every attempt to secure personal data, BBF cannot accept responsibility for any 
unauthorised access or loss of personal information that is beyond the control of the BBF. 
 
10. Playing baseball may cause injury. By playing baseball you understand the risks and guarantee 
not to hold the BBF, its board members, club members, participants, officials, and/or volunteers 
liable for any injury.  
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Appendix 1 – Insurance information  
 
 
Club insurance 
 

• Insurance coverage is paramount not only to protect players, but the role of the club committee 
member is fundamental.  

• Insurance brokers: Perkins Slade.  
• Club Insurer: Hiscox Insurance Company Ltd, Hiscox Insurance Company Ltd is authorised 

by Prudential Regulation Authority & regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority 
• Your club insurance coverage only begins when your fees are fully paid.  
• Baseball and softball are treated as two sports. Thus, separate coverage is required for each 

sport. If your club offers competitive softball, you can secure insurance through Baseball 
Softball Federation www.britishsoftball.org Baseball insurance covers a baseball club playing 
softball as part of the baseball club's normal activities, i.e. training, practice game, friendly/fun 
game (within club) but will not cover if the club play in a competitive league or enter a 
tournament, in which case they would need to affiliate to BSF and pay for their insurance. 
When they play under the rules and regulations of another NGB then they need to insure with 
them. 

• Baseball clubs that are affiliated and fully paid with the BBF (the national governing body of 
baseball) will only be covered by our insurers.  

• BBF clubs that play other non-affiliated leagues and/or teams may not be covered for a claim 
under our insurance, as other clubs do not adhere to our NGB standards or our insurance 
terms of business. You play at your own risk for both club and personal liability.  

• Entitled to indemnity: Clubs including officers, employees, umpires, officials, coaches, 
members and voluntary helpers.  

• If players are coming in to play from Europe or abroad without a UK residency permit and no 
UK address, you should be ensuring that those players carry their own public liability coverage 
purchased in their own country of residents and we would recommend that evidence of cover 
is obtained.  

• Period of coverage 1 December 2016 to 30 November 2017.  
• Coverage: This covers legal liability for damages & legal costs arising out of Third Party loss, 

in connection with the activities described above and notified to Hiscox within the period 
noted above. The cover is written on a claim made wording, which means that the cover will 
respond when the claim is made, not when the incident occurred. 

• Limited of indemnity:  
o Public Liability   £10,000,000 any one claim 
o Products Liability   £10,000,000 any one period   
o Professional Indemnity   £10,000,000 any one claim 
o Directors & Officers Liability £10,000,000 any one period  
o Abuse or Molestation                  £  2,500,000 any one period 
o Employers’ Liability  £10,000,000 any one occurrence 
o  

Personal accident insurance:  
 

• Insurer: ACE European Group Ltd (Ace European Group Ltd are authorised and regulated 
by the Financial Conduct Authority) 

 
 
Note: For affiliated clubs which would like a confirmation certificate or more detail information 
about our insurance coverage, please email treasurer@britishbaseball.org  
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Appendix 2 
 
Approved bats (seniors only)  
Note: As part of the Confederation of European Baseball the BBF adheres to CEB official approved 
wooden bats list (valid from 2016), Major League Baseball bat specifications and other bats noted 
below, unless stated otherwise for local league and competitions.  
 
 For youth bats refer to Little League rules section.  
 
These are the only one-piece wooden bats which have been approved by CEB:  
 

1 Akadema  32 Mattingly Sports  
2 Asics (Rawlings)  33 Max Bat 
3 Axe Pro  34 Mela Birch Bats 
4 Axis  35 Mine Bats   
5 B45  36 Mizuno 
6 Brett Bros. (incl. Boa)  37 Nicolas Rouch 
7 BWP  38 Nike 
8 Carolina  39 Old Hickory  
9 Controlling the Game  40 Phoenix 
10 D-Bat  41 Praire Sticks 
11 Dash Bats  42 Rawlings 
12 DC-Bats  43 RockBats 
13 Detrolam  44 Route 66 Klubs 
14 Descente  45 Sam Bat 
15 Diablo Bats  46 SSK 
16 Dinger Bats  47 STR 
17 Easton  48 Striker 
18 Fonza Bats  49 Superior Bat 
19 Franklin  50 Sure Play 
20 Glomar  51 Swedish Birch Bats 
21 HiGold  52 Taku 
22 Hoosier  53 Teammate Bats 
23 Iron Wood  54 Tuff (X Bat) 
24 Journeyman  55 Xanas 
25 kR3 Bats  56 Yaya Bats 
26 Kai Bat  57 Zett 
27 Kubota Slugger  58 Zinger 
28 Lacasse Bats  59 World Baseball Bats 
29 Louisville Slugger   
30 Marucci   
31 Mash Bat   
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Appendix 2 continued  
 
BBF official non-one-piece wooden bats ALSO approved for play in BBF competitions:  
 
Manufacturer    Model    Comments 

Baum Bat  AAA Pro  

 

Model Composite bat with 
wood veneer 

Brett Bros. Stealth or Bomber  

 

Wood laminate  

 
Bat Company    
ComBat MC105,  

 

Backbone Composite  

 
Dash Bats  Composite  
De Marini (Wilson)   DX Pro Maple  Composite bats  
Detrolam  SR  Wood laminate  
Bamboo   
Kai Bat Type C-Max  
KR3 Inc. kR3 Composite 
Louisville Slugger  MTPX C271, TPXM110B, 

TPXC271, TPXT141  
Wood bat with fibreglass wrap 

Mine Bats  Composite bats  
Mizuno  Composite 
Rock Bats  Wood laminate 
Young Bat Company  360WOOD4  Wood laminate  

 
 
Note: If you would like to request a bat not listed above for official play you can e-mail 
info@britishbaseball.org  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




