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Founded in 1919, the club endured a nomadic start to life - playing at six different grounds and undergoing four 
name changes in its formative years. However the club moved to the current home of Ovenden Park in 1925 
and it is here that Halifax RUFC has grown to become a thriving part of the community. The club has enjoyed 
considerable success on the field - including winning the Yorkshire Cup on a record 13 occasions, the Powergen 
Intermediate Cup at Twickenham and promotion to the National Leagues. The club returned to grassroots rugby 
in 2009 and now boasts an ever-growing membership - with three senior teams, a ladies XV, a mixed ability side 
and a junior section. The club also holds an annual Sevens competition, the Halifax 7s, with the event having 
grown in stature in recent years - with sides from as far afield as Barbados coming to compete. However this is 
just the start for Halifax RUFC as it looks ahead to a brighter future.

FOUNDED: 1919 

HONOURS: YORKSHIRE 
CUP (13 TIMES), 
POWERGEN 
INTERMEDIATE CUP, FIVE 
LEAGUE TITLES 

HOME: OVENDEN PARK

History



A return to grassroots rugby has been 

pivotal to the men returning to the 

heart of the community. Like a 

phoenix from the flames the club has 

emerged from a torrid period and is 

now bucking the trend by having an 

ever-increasing membership. The 

end of the semi-professional era at 

Ovenden Park effectively left the 

club with one side but from there 

Halifax now boasts two senior teams 

and a veterans side. A welcoming 

atmosphere and a desire to make 

rugby available for all, no matter of 

ability or experience, have been key 

to our success.

Senior Men
Tony Curtis  (07554) 013307 
Neil Spence (07484) 667059  
Web: www.halifaxrugby.com 
Twitter: @halifax_rufc 
Facebook: Halifax RUFC



 

Ladies

Having returned to Ovenden Park in 
2010, the Ladies have gone from 
strength to strength. With an ever-
increasing membership and strong 
links to the University of Huddersfield, 
the side is finally reaping the rewards 
of all its hard work. The Ladies have 
been building relationships within the 
rugby community and have been 
developing its players on and off the 
field. The Ladies are determined to 
continue moving on an upwards spiral 
and they are now just two divisions off 
the Premiership after sealing 
promotion this year. The side welcome 
new recruits (aged 18 and above) 
with open arms – regardless of 
experience.

Contact details
Sarah McKendrick (07957) 371729  

Web: www.halifaxrugby.com 
Twitter: @HalifaxLadies 

Facebook: Halifax RUFC



At Halifax RUFC it is our mission to make rugby union accessible to all – and at the heart of that philosophy is our 
mixed ability side, the Magpies. The team offers inclusive opportunities for disabled people to participate in 
competitive rugby union – and is the third in England and Wales to be set up. The efforts of all those involved has 
been recognised with coach Stuart Hill shortlisted for a special award. The Magpies team is open to any men 
over the age of 18 and includes individuals with learning difficulties, physical disabilities and able bodied players.

CONTACT DETAILS  
STUART HILL (07882) 
014799  
DEBBIE GREENWOOD 
(01422) 246740

Mixed Ability



In the extremely competitive world of junior sport the 
Halifax Juniors are currently a small but active section. 
Having been reformed in 2016 following a new 
partnership with Trinity Academy, the section focuses on 
inclusion, enjoyment and respect. We see the personal 
development of individuals both on and off the field as 
the major part of our responsibility. In the past the 
section has had an excellent success rate at transfer 
from junior to senior rugby, and we believe the link up 
with Trinity will pay dividends for all parties. 

 Contact details 

Richard Conway (07710) 409270 
Neil Walsh (07798) 642680Juniors



Whether you are looking for a 

location for a conference, birthday, 

engagement party, training day, 

wedding,wake or christening then 

Halifax RUFC has the perfect venue 

for you. 
We have parking for 300 cars and 

good access to our external grounds 

- which boast picturesque views of 

the surrounding area - and we can 

facilitate very large vehicles and 

marquees. 
Our function room can seat up to 

140 people at tables, or hold 200 for 

a party with a stand up buffet for all 

tastes and budgets. Function room

Please contact our Bar & Catering Team on 

01422 365926.



Contact details
E-mail: info@phoenixbowmen.co.uk  
Web: www.phoenixbowmen.co.uk

Archery

We are about more that just rugby 
union at Ovenden Park, with target 
archery club, the Phoenix Bowmen, a 
successful off-shoot of Halifax RUFC. A 
well-established club with a growing 
and active membership, the Phoenix 
Bowmen shoot both indoors and 
outdoors, depending on the season 
and the weather. The Bowmen shoot 
recurves, compounds and English 
longbows. All shooting at the club is 
target shooting, but our members also 
take part in field archery and clout 
archery shoots.


