
TORNADOES NEWS 
Season 2016/17 – Issue 1  

WELCOME TO THE FIRST ISSUE OF THE WHIRLWIND! 

The first half of the season has just flown by and we have just started our 

Christmas break.  This season sees more players than ever pulling on Amber 

& Black shirts at a weekend.  We currently have over 400 members playing in 

32 teams from U7s up to our Men’s Team.  We have increased the number of 

All-Girls Teams from three to five.  Plus, we have a very enthusiastic group of 

U6s in training, getting ready for next season. 

Membership 

Huge thanks to all the parents who returned their membership forms and 

payment to their managers so promptly.  Our membership fees are some of 

the lowest in the area for football.  At £75 per season for U9s-U18s, this 

represents incredible value for money compared to other clubs and activities. 

We can only keep our fees as low as this thanks to efforts of parent volunteers, 

managers, coaches and committee members for helping at our May 

Tornadoes Tournament – giving up a couple of hours over the weekend to 

help with car parking duties and programme selling helps raise this vital 

funding and this benefits every single member of the club.   Without this fund-

raising, our fees would have to increase substantially to compensate. Thank 

you to everyone who has helped over the years – it’s very much appreciated. 
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Christmas Break 

Last Training of 2016: Friday 16th December 

Training Resumes: Tuesday 3rd January 2017 

DIARY DATES 

Friday 12th May 2017 
Tornadoes Tournament Set Up 

Saturday 13th May 2017 
Tournament: U8, U10, U12, U14 & U16 

Sunday 14th May 2017 
Tournament: U7, U9, U11, U13 & U15 

Sunday 4th June 2017 
Girls Tournament / Douai Fun Day 

Saturday 17th June 2017 
Presentation Evening &  
Family Race Night 

Tuesday 27th June 2017 
Thatcham Tornadoes AGM 

 

 

U9 Black – Champions League Winners 
   Photo: Karen Harrison 

 



U6 Football 

We have had a phenomenal response to our new U6 Squad with over 50 

children signing up … so far.  We expect numbers to settle over the season as 

the children decide whether football is for them and the cold may also take its 

toll on their enjoyment.  We have had a very encouraging response from 

parents in this age group to step up and run this squad moving forward into 

the New Year.  Huge thanks to Colin Metcalfe for running the squad each year 

and a massive thank you to Graham Bartlett, Jon Harrison, Jon Hobson and 

Mark Williams for helping Colin each week.  It’s fantastic to see so many 

children enjoying their football. 

Futsal  

With support from the Berks & Bucks FA, the RWBL are introducing Futsal to 

their league next year.  January/February is a particularly difficult time for 

fixtures, with many being cancelled due to weather or frozen pitches.  By 

switching to play Futsal (indoors!), this pretty much guarantees these teams a 

match each week, and helps develop and hone the players ball-skills.  Good 

luck to all teams involved and we’ll let you know how they get on. 

READING FC WOMEN SISTER CLUB 

Earlier this year, Thatcham Tornadoes signed up as a Sister Club to Reading 

FC Women and we have seen the number of Girls playing football within 

Tornadoes double.   Our Girls have taken part in Reading FC Women Sister 

Club Coaching Days and Events with their fellow Sister Clubs in the area PLUS 

our players and parents have seen some of the top women players in the game 

in FAWSL1 action throughout the season.  Several Tornadoes Girls were also 

selected to be Ball Girls at a Lionesses International at Wembley – an 

experience they will never forget.  The highlight of the season was our Sister 

Club Day at the Reading v Liverpool match on 1st September where the Girls 

got to meet all the players and welcome the teams onto the pitch. 

Huge thanks to Neil Penny for all his hard work in enabling this to happen.   

RWBL AUTUMN TROPHY EVENTS 

The first round of Trophy Events in the Reading & West Berkshire Leagues 

(RWBL) have now been completed.  These are competitive matches run for a 

specified number of weeks to introduce the development football teams to a 

more competitive playing environment.  Everyone taking part enjoyed the 

football with some of our teams collecting trophies and medals.  Well played!! 

U7 Amber – Conference Runners Up 

U8 Amber – Championship Winners 

U9 Black – Champions League Winners 

U9 Tigers – League 1 Runners Up 

U10 Black – League 1 Runners Up 

U11 Black – Championship Runners Up  

U11 Stripes –League 1 Runners Up 

 
Thatcham Tornadoes – championing 
grassroots football since 1971 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

U8 Amber – Championship Winners 
  Photo: Ben Neale 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sister Club Day 
    Photo: Neil Graham Sports Photography 
 



BCGFL AUTUMN CUP 

Very proud of our U10 Girls team – they have only been together since the start 

of this season, but reached the Autumn Cup Final of the Berkshire County Girls 

Football League (BCGFL) at their first attempt.  They faced tough opposition 

against an unbeaten Tilehurst Panthers team and kept fighting to get back in 

the game, keeping their  heads up until the final whistle.   

Well done Kristie – and very well played Girls! 

INFANT SCHOOLS FOOTBALL FESTIVAL 

The 5th Infant Schools Football Festival was held at Lower Way on Saturday 

15th October.  Eighteen teams starring players from Year 1 & 2 at 

Primary/Infant School took part.  Some fantastic football kept all the parents 

entertained.  All winners – all players presented with a medal for taking part. 

The Speedshot was in action and raised £110 for Friends of Young Carers West 

Berkshire.  Thanks everyone for taking part – hope you all enjoyed the 

morning as much as we did! 

Many thanks to all the Managers who helped with set-up, break down and the 

running of the Festival – in particular to Peter Walker for organising.   

DISCOUNTED TICKETS – READING FC GRASSROOTS 

SCHEME 

Thatcham Tornadoes have signed up to the Grassroots Ticketing Scheme run 

by Reading FC.  This allows all our members to purchase discounted tickets to 

certain Reading Home Matches AND Reading FC will donate a portion of this 

ticket money back to our club. 

The matches are: 

Monday 26th December - 3pm - Reading FC v Norwich City 

Thursday 12th January - 8pm - Reading FC v QPR 

(Revised Date) 

Saturday 4th March - 3pm - Reading FC vs Wolves 

Monday 17th April - 3pm - Reading FC vs Rotherham 

(Easter Monday) 

Ticket prices for these matches are: 

Adults:   £15 (£3 refunded back to club) 

65 and over:  £10 (£2 refunded back to club) 

18–24:   £8 (£2 refunded back to club) 

17 and under:  £5 (£2 refunded back to club) 

For tickets, just call the Reading FC Ticket Office - 0118 968 1313 

and ask to book tickets via the Grassroots Ticketing scheme, 

quoting "THATCHAM TORNADOES" before the booking deadline. 

 

U10 Girls - Autumn Cup Runners Up  
   Photo: Kristie Kingham 
 

 

 

 

Infant Schools Football Festival 
  Photo: Karen Harrison 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 



TORNADOES TOURNAMENTS – SPONSORS WANTED 

Thatcham Tornadoes Annual Summer Tournament will be taking place over 

the weekend of 13th/14th May and is widely regarded as one of the best 

organised and well-run tournaments in the South of England. 

Last season, we welcomed over 230 teams (around 1,800 players plus their 

families) with many from the Newbury, Basingstoke and Reading areas.  We 

also attracted teams from the South Coast, London and Wiltshire. 

Our second Girls Tournament will take place on Sunday 4th  June amd will be 

the focal point of Douai Fun Day.  This year we will also be celebrating the 

opening of the new pavilion. 

We are currently looking for two Main Sponsors for each of these tournaments 

– if you work for a company that may be interested, please contact Graham 

Bartlett via sixaside@thatchamtornadoes.com. 

In addition, we are looking for age group and pitch sponsors for both 

tournaments.  This will cost £200 per age group / £50 per pitch and includes 

an advert in the programme.  We can also display your banners pitchside 

throughout the tournament.   

Please see our website for more information. 

SPEEDSHOT 

When we introduced the Thatcham Tornadoes SPX Charity Speedshot 

at our Tournament in May 2013, we had no idea how successful this would be.  

The speedshot is our opportunity to put something back into the Community 

that supports us and we are delighted to announce that in the 4 years it has 

been running, just over £8,000 has been raised for Charity.  That’s over 

24,000 penalty shots on goal! 

Over £2,500 has been raised for Fanconi Hope in memory of Stephen Waters, 

over £1,200 for local schools PTA’s and £880 for the Mayors Charities from 

supporting Thatcham Family Fun Day.  To everyone that has stepped up and 

had a go to help raise this incredible amount for charity THANK YOU.   

We already have several dates in the diary for next year: 

Weekend of 13th/14th May 2017 

Thatcham Tornadoes Tournament (for Fanconi Hope) 

Sunday 4th June 2017 

Girls Football Tournament & Douai Fun Day (for the Douai Pavilion) 

Sunday 25th June 2017 

Thatcham Family Fun Day (for the Mayors Charities) 

Our speedshot is sponsored by local company, SPX Flow Systems, and we are 

very grateful for their continued support of the speedshot and the Infant 

Schools Football Festival. Thank you. 

 
 Tournament U7/U8 Participation Medals 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Our Speedshot in action 
  Photo: Scott Butterworth 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Presenting Colin & Debbie Waters with 
money raised for Fanconi Hope.  
  Photo: Scott Butterworth 
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RESPECT 

Thatcham Tornadoes FC is a Charter Standard Development Club and as a 

club we are very focused on providing a safe environment for all children to 

enjoy playing football.  We fully support the FA Respect and Kick It Out 

initiatives. We all have a responsibility to promote high standards of behaviour 

in the game and make football a safe, enjoyable and fun experience for all 

involved. 

It is part of our membership agreement that all parents and players sign up to 

the FA and our Club Code of Conduct.  Copies can be viewed on our website. 

The club takes any incidents of inappropriate behaviour very seriously and will 

take action, which can include a formal warning, suspension or in the most 

serious of cases, dismissal from the club. 

Additional Club Welfare Officer Required 

Jon Harrison and Steve Corcoran are the current Club Welfare Officers. With 

the increase in the number of Tornadoes teams involved within the club, we 

are looking for additional person to help with this role.  Please contact Jon / 

Steve via clubwelfare@thatchamtornadoes.com if you would like more 

information or are interested in taking on this role. 

SPONSORSHIP 

We are delighted to welcome 10 more team sponsors to the club this season 

(and there are a couple more in the pipeline).  Many thanks to all these 

companies for their generous support of our teams and to the parents and 

managers who have enabled this to happen. 

Quite a few of our sponsors are local companies so please support them if you 

can!!  All our sponsor contact details can be found on our website. 

If anyone is interested in sponsoring a team, please talk to your team manager. 

 

 

 

 
 

  
 

      
 

   
 

   

THATCHAM TORNADOES FC 

 

www.thatchamtornadoes.com 

        

        ThatchamTornadoes 

 

        @Tornadoes1971 

CLUB CONTACTS 

Chairman: Graham Bartlett  chairman@thatchamtornadoes.com  

Secretary: Steve Corcoran  secretary@thatchamtornadoes.com  

Treasurer: Gary Brooker  treasurer@thatchamtornadoes.com 

Club Welfare/Respect: Jon Harrison & Steve Corcoran 

    clubwelfare@thatchamtornadoes.com 

Teamwear/Merchandise: Karen Harrison   

    teamwear@thatchamtornadoes.com 

Tournament: Graham Bartlett sixaside@thatchamtornadoes.com  

Whirlwind Editor:   whirlwind@thatchamtornadoes.com 
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AND FINALLY … SANTA COMES TO TRAINING 

Santa and his elves have been really busy of late – over 210 caps have had the Tornadoes logo added, wrapped and labelled, 

ready to hand out to the players at their final training session of the year.  Huge thanks to Santa for taking time out of his 

busy schedule to visit our youngest squads, and to the elves (Gary & Carmen Brooker) for organising. 

  
 

 

  
 

 

 
 

  

  
 

Hope you’ve enjoyed reading the first edition of The Whirlwind – next issue due out in the New Year.  Have a fabulous 

Christmas and see you all back in training in January. 


