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When the British and Irish Lions head to Australia this summer, there will be special interest in 

Teesside as Stockton’s own Geoff Parling has been named as part of Warren Gatland’s 37-man 

squad. 
 

Geoff is to become the club’s first Lions representative in its 140-year history. Stockton’s Director of 

Rugby Graham Newton was delighted with the news: 
 

“Everybody at the club is incredibly proud of what Geoff has achieved. Even before the Lions squad 

announcement, having Geoff involved in the England set up was fantastic. He is a great role model 

for people in the area. With the Rugby World Cup coming to England in 2015, we’re expecting a big 

boom in playing numbers and Geoff’s success should drive local interest even further.” 
 

As a pupil of Ian Ramsey School, Geoff first started playing rugby at Stockton at 12 year old and 

played through to under 16’s. 
 

Coached by current club treasurer Nick Moore, the Stockton side were county champions, with 

Geoff featuring prominently in the forward pack. Keith Bell, still actively involved with the club as a 

volunteer, assisted Nick with coaching duties: 
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"He had a great never-say-die attitude. Whatever the state of the game, there was always something 

he could add. He had a tremendous desire and Tuesday’s squad announcement is a just-reward for 

the commitment he has put in. He was always an intelligent player who read the game well, but he 

was also just one of the lads. He’s always had his feet on the ground. When he was with the Falcons, 

we would see him quite often and he still keeps in touch." 
 

Current Stockton 1st XV coach Martin Howe was on hand to see the instant impact Tuesday’s 

announcement has had on school children, as he also works as a PE teacher at Ian Ramsey: 
 

“Geoff's call up to the British and Irish Lions represents the absolute pinnacle for a rugby player, and 

both Stockton rugby club and Ian Ramsey School are justifiably proud of this phenomenal 

achievement. There was a great buzz around the school on Tuesday.” 
 

As recently as March, Geoff took time out from his busy Six Nations training schedule to pay a visit to 

Ian Ramsey PE department. 
 

“He spent a considerable amount of time with a group of year 7 students reminiscing about how he 

scored his first ever try at the age of 12 on the school rugby field. Nothing was too much trouble for 

him as he had photos taken and took time to sign about 60 rugby shirts for all the awe-struck 

students. 
 

Geoff provides an excellent role model to all young sportspeople displaying the qualities of hard 

work, commitment and sacrifice, all traits that when allied to exceptional talent can lead to sporting 

success.” 
 

After finishing Year 11, Geoff won a scholarship to Durham School in 2000, before joining the Falcons 

Academy. It was at Kingston Park that he made a name for himself, playing 116 games for the 

Premiership club. 
 

His great form with the Falcons lead to interest from Leicester Tigers. Wanting to continue his 

personal development, Geoff made the move to Welford Road in 2009 and has established himself 

in one of the best club sides in Europe. 
 

The move has well and truly paid off, as Geoff has since won 17 caps for England since making his 

debut against Scotland in 2012. His line-out skills played a large part in England’s famous victory over 

reigning world champions New Zealand in December. 
 

A series of summer events are planned for Stockton to show their support for Geoff in Australia. 
 

“When junior players come to the club, we don’t expect them to become a British Lion. It’s important 

that we embrace this fantastic news and show young kids in Stockton that it could be them one day.” 

said Newton. 
 

The club is currently enjoying a period of revival, with a thriving junior section and a number of 

former players returning to the club from higher leagues, alongside a long-standing sponsorship deal 

with the local manufacturers of McCoy’s crisps, KP Snacks. 
 

The club’s Patron and MP for Stockton North Alex Cunningham, was quick to congratulate Geoff and 

hopes the news will have a positive effect on the local community:
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“We can all feel tremendously proud of Geoff's call up and am sure we will all be roaring for our very 

own Lion as he takes to the field. 
 

It is also great for our club and I have no doubt his success will be a major encouragement not just to 

our teams but to the many youngsters who are either already playing the sport or will do in the hope 

of following in Geoff's footsteps." 
 

Last season, Sport England also awarded the club £50,000 to invest in new changing facilities at their 

Station Road home in Norton that now rival any in the county. 
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For more information contact: 

Graham Newton 
Director of Rugby 
E: grahamnewt@hotmail.com 
T: 07795 012470 

 
Jane King 
Chair of Junior Rugby 
E: janeking465@btinternet.com 
T: 07872646462 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.pitchero.com/clubs/stockton
mailto:grahamnewt@hotmail.com
mailto:janeking465@btinternet.com


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.pitchero.com/clubs/stockton 

http://www.pitchero.com/clubs/stockton

