
WOLVERHAMPTON RUGBY UNION FOOTBALL CLUB LTD. 
 

 
MINUTES OF THE 61ST ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD ON 

WEDNESDAY 4th JULY 2012 
 

1. NOTICE CONVENING THE MEETING 
 

The notice convening the meeting has been published in the fixture card. 
 
The Secretary, Mr I Kendrick, opened the meeting at 19.45 hrs. 
 

2. APOLOGIES 
 

Apologies were received from: 
J. Wright 
J. Edwards 
C. Tatton 
K. Round 
I. Harley 
A. Tonkinson 
R. Davies 
M. Dawson 
R. Port 
D. Kirk-Booten 
N. Howells 
 

3. MINUTES OF THE 60th AGM 
 

The minutes were read and confirmed as a true record of the meeting. 
 
PROPOSED: J. Tonkinson  SECONDED: M. Howells 
 



4. RUGBY REPORT 
 

The Rugby Report was read out by the Director of Rugby, Neil Jones. The 
following points are the main items raised in the paragraphs.  
 

 The mini section was reviewed first. This is the U7-U12 age groups with about 
360 members. 

 
 The DoR started with two groups who were worthy of note as it is good to see 

teams develop in difficult circumstances. These are the U9’s and U11’s. 
 

 The U9’s under the coaching of Keith Langdon struggled early on in the season 
but started to have better results and numbers. 

 
 The U11’s are also coming through under the coaching of Tim Phelps and ended 

up as the runners up in the Staffs Festival.  
 

 The U7’s has a massive group of over 30 children under the coaching of Gary 
Kendrick, Jason Guest and Tim Bailey.  

 
 The U8’s under the coaching of Richard Chambers and Darren Driscoll are doing 

well. Their record was P16 W15 L1. 
 

 The U10’s have been coached well by Neil Harris, Patrick Plummer, Scott 
Thompson, Andy Brough, Mick Gosling and Brian McKaig. They have won both 
the Bridgnorth and Telford Festivals as separate events and also and Droitwich 
Cup.  

 
 The U12’s are coached by Dave Duroe and Robert Guest has also had a 

successful season in winning the plate and runners up in Staffordshire Cup. 
 

 The most pleasing thing from the DoR’s point of view is how many former 
players are now coaching down here with their children.  

 
 The U13’s have had an introduction to the 15-a-side game and won the County 

Plate and only lost two matches all season. 
 

 The U14’s were very well coached by Mathew Howells and Carl Tatton. The 
team won the league but unfortunately faded in the cup. This team is very 
promising with 6 players having representative honours and 3 EPDG players in 
the squad. 

 
 The U15’s are coached by Gareth Jones, Dave Parker and Matt Jones. They 

were runners up in the Staffordshire Cup with 10 representative players and 6 
EPDG with 2 invited to an England Summer Training Cap. 

 
 The U16’s are coached by current players John Doughty and Jimmy Whitehouse 

along with Jeremy Barnes. This team won the majority of the games but came 
fourth in the league. An improvement over last year but they need to realise 
that they can beat the likes of Stoke and Lichfield. 



 
 

 The U17’s had a difficult year in terms of numbers and under the leadership of 
Gordon Doble and Nigel Foxall have worked hard with the lads. There is hope 
they will progress next year being integrated into the Colts. 

 
 The ladies team has suffered from diminishing numbers and availability 

problems. When they did play, they performed well and competed against other 
teams. 

 
 The 3rd team has been led by Nat Cooper for another year. They record was P15 

W10 L5 but tended to play teams of a higher level. The interesting statistic is 
that the team used 60 players over the season. 

 
 John Doughy was dedicated in his leadership of the 2nd team. Their record was 

P28 W25 L3 and ended up as runners up in the Merit Table league.  
 

 The Colts had a remarkable season. Their record in the league was P14 W13. 
They also won the Worcester 7’s, the Fred Rowley Cup, and the Staffordshire 
Cup along with reached the Quarter Finals of the National Colts. They had 4 
players play for the county.  

 
 One of the Colts, Ollie Claxton has gained his first international cap against 

Scotland at U18 and been selected to tour in South Africa in August. Ollie has 
now signed for Exeter Chiefs near to where he is going to university. Ollie has 
donated his shirts for display in the clubhouse and we wish Ollie all the best for 
the future.  

 
 With the closure of Worcester Academy, we have Rees Morgan coming back to 

strengthen the First XV. 
 

 The 1st Team also had an excellent year in gaining promotion for the first time 
since the formation of the leagues. They came second in the league with their 
record being P22 W19 L3. They lost to Earlsdon in the Semi Finals of the cup 
which was a good learning experience for the team. 

 
 The senior coaching is much improved as Saul Perry and Richard Port have now 

had a full season together. The training is now well organised and inclusive for 
all teams. 

 
 We had 3 17 year olds play in the First XV but they did not look out of place. 

This will be a good platform to learn from as the team move up a level. 
 

 The policy of bringing players back from university is paying off. 
 

 The DoR then thanked the former Chairman, Martin Hawkins for his role in 
supporting the rugby side. Thanks also to Chris Cooper and Neil Harris for their 
great support. Thanks must go to the mini/junior coaches and age group reps 
for another hard years work. The committee was also thanked for their support 
along with specific mentions to Jon Wright, Dennis Kirk-Booten, Saul Perry and 



 
Richard Port, Sue Whitehouse, Ian Harley and John Doughty. A special mention 
also goes to the Former Players Association for their continued support. 

 
 A vote of thanks was proposed to the DoR, Neil Jones, for the 

tremendous work he has done to develop the rugby side. 
 

PROPOSED: R. Astbury  SECONDED: I. Kendrick 
 

5. COMMITTEE’S REPORT 
 

The Committee’s Report was read out by the President, Duncan Rutherford. The 
following points are the main items raised in the paragraphs.  

 
 The financial position of the club was first detailed. The accounts show a 

doubling of profitability to £17k after depreciation of £9k. The member’s funds 
have increased to £285K. This contrasts dramatically with the situation some 20 
years ago when the club was in a very difficult financial position. 

 
 The year included an increased number of functions with the first Sportsman’s 

Lunch proved to be a tremendous success. Thanks to those helpers both on and 
off the committee who helped to make this event happen. This current year has 
seen a considerable upping of the number of functions using the marquee with 
the second Sportsman’s Lunch, a private part, a Fashion Show, Ladies Day and 
the Summer Ball. 

 
 The rugby is overriding reason for the clubs existence. From the early days at 

Compton, the pre-war at Danescourt and then to Castlecroft in 1951. When, 
thanks to the efforts of the members and players, funds were raised to buy our 
ground from Ansells Brewery.  

 
 Most of you will have seen the proposed improvements and extension of the 

clubs facilities. These proposals have been submitted for planning approval and 
we now have to concentrate on ways of raising the necessary funds to carry out 
the works in the phased manner proposed. 

 
 Following recent club events, additional sponsorship has been promised but this 

will have to be built upon massively if we are to achieve or aim of being the 
most admired club in the West Midlands. The committee is currently taking 
advice on additional ways of obtaining funding. 

 
 To conclude, I think its fair to say that we have had a successful season both on 

and off the field and that it should be possible to build on this for the future. 
 

 As always, we need additional volunteers to help with various aspects of the 
clubs activities ranging from the rugby to the social side of the club. 

 
 
 
 



 
 

6. TREASURER’S REPORT 
 

 Copies of the accounts had been made available at the meeting. 
 

 The accounts showed a profit of 17K compared with a profit of 8.8K the 
previous year. 

 
 Revenue for the year increased from £195,209 to £264,426. This is an increase 

of £69,217. 
 

 Fixed assets for the year increased from £350,745 to £375,548. The increase of 
£24,803 was due to expenditure on new cash registers and the preparation of 
the plot for the mobile home on site. 

 
 There was a depreciation cost of £8,968 related to the assets we have added to 

the club in the last few years. 
 

 There was no recoverable VAT compared to £3172 in the previous year due to a 
disallowance by Inland Revenue on the floodlights scheme. 

 
 Bar Sales were slightly up at £107,220. 

 
 A full year of trading for the Kitchen Manager resulted in increased revenue of 

£8121. Up from the previous year of £19,567. 
 

 Trading at the Club Shop showed considerable improvement after supplier 
problems had been resolved. Revenue increased to £9410 and profits increased 
from £349 to £1278. 

 
 The Summer Events and Bonfire night as our main fundraising functions saw 

revenue increase to £80,966 and profits increased from £7040 to £14,573. The 
increased contribution came from the first Sportsman’s Lunch. This figure just 
includes the ticket sales for the events. The bar takings are accounted for in the 
bar revenue. 

 
 Club Subscriptions increased from £14,877 to £20,599. This 28% increase may 

be down to the membership cards driving people to actually pay their 
membership. 

 
 Club sponsorship and advertising is also showing an improvement due to having 

one person dedicated to promoting advertising boards. This generated £1250 in 
income. 

 
 Therefore the total revenue for the year was £264,426 with an income of 

£114,730 after costs of sales were taken out. There were Rugby and Clubhouse 
overhead costs totalling £97,854, leaving a surplus of £16,976. 

 



 
 Rugby kit was reduced by approximately 50% due to Sponsorship and donations 

of shirts. 
 

 Training fees were reduced from £5861 to £4164. 
 

 Pitch maintenance was reduced from £6649 to £3382 as there were some 
contingency funds remaining from the top dressing from the previous year. 

 
 The lighting and heating costs have increased to £12,243 from £7321 as our 

first full year of operating the floodlighting. 
 

 There is now a provision of £3000 in the costs for the meals the clubs “buys” off 
the kitchen to give away as meals for the away teams. 

 
 On account we have £45,000 in the bank and after creditors have been paid 

then we would have £30,000. 
 

 The Treasurer then thanked Sue Whitehouse, Jill Tonkinson and Hughie Sinclair 
fro their continued management of the cash. 
 
Acceptance to accounts 
 
PROPOSED: R. Dawson  SECONDED: R. Astbury 



 
 

7. ELECTION OF OFFICERS OF THE GENERAL COMMITTEE 
 

7.1. Chairman: I. Kendrick 
 

PROPOSED: R. Dawson  SECONDED: M. Howells 
 

7.2. President: D. Rutherford 
 
PROPOSED: I. Kendrick  SECONDED: N. Jones 
 

7.3. Treasurer: G Russell 
 
PROPOSED: R. Astbury  SECONDED: N. Harris 
 

7.4. Secretary: N. Cooper 
 
PROPOSED: I. Kendrick  SECONDED: J. Tonkinson 
 

7.5. Director of Rugby: N. Jones 
 
PROPOSED: D. Rutherford SECONDED: G. Russell 
 

7.6. House Committee Chairperson: S. Whitehouse 
 
PROPOSED: R. Astbury  SECONDED: M. Howells 
 

7.7. Junior Section Chairman: C. Cooper 
 
PROPOSED: M. Howells  SECONDED: D. Rutherford 
 

7.8. Commercial Committee: K. Round 
 
PROPOSED: N. Harris  SECONDED: R. Dawson 
 

7.9. Coaching Coordinator: N. Harris 
 
PROPOSED:  G. Russell  SECONDED: D. Rutherford 
 

8. APPOINTMENT OF AUDITORS 
 

Garrett & Company 
 

PROPOSED: G. Russell  SECONDED: D. Rutherford 



 
9. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

 
9.1. I. Kendrick took the chair as the new chairman. 

 
9.2. I. Kendrick then paid a tribute to the work and he contribution to the 

club by M. Hawkins. 
 

9.3. A vote of thanks was proposed to all who helped in the 
marquee during this summer’s events, especially to recover 
from the flooded conditions of the flooring. A special thank 
you to Andy and Kerry Lloyd for all their hard work. 

 
PROPOSED: C. Cooper  SECONDED: I. Kendrick 
 

9.4. R. Dawson stated that the Former Players had £2000 on hand with a 
thank you to R. Astbury, S. Bowden and J. Tonkinson. 

9.5. R. Dawson also asked as to what was happening with the Jim 
Churchward Trophy. The answer was that an attempt was made to 
present it to the intended recipient but Mrs Churchward was away. 
The trophy will now be presented at the 1st Former Players Lunch of 
the new season. 

 
9.6. N. Jones commented that it was a very poorly attended AGM which 

was unfortunate. R. Astbury commented that he stumbled across it on 
the website. 

 
9.7. C. Cooper asked to remind people of the Family Fun Day on Saturday 

17th July. 
 

9.8. N. Jones stated that every 1st XV match had been reported in the 
Wolverhampton Chronicle and some in the Express & Star.  

 
The meeting was closed at 21.20 hrs. 


