u.m_.__é
HVONITINW

I ETVEC

N oA vl P

[ 1)4|wm)\u-.!_‘v

—da iem L4

‘f1sas0urg s,In0g
Ines 2u3 of

auz wwo 2 0o §3ag

aans®aic pu® ssautdds:

h&mbm sGRTY Ji0gQ Io
SI9qEaT @YY USTa T

*1TSTA 8[Y3 20 Suidh=g

4T TOATCAUT Use] 54BY OUYM L1TUn@mmos J2I9TTTRT aha

I7 SISqWST 8SCHI T3 wunmv £72I824TS 09 SFTT visca T

*eTETY 01 JIT2EWIY sABY £1Gc {1Tw 2y eousizedxe woIz mouy

‘ T 3TSTA B4y Lofns 54Juzesonﬁ L =TT®I 9TLETO48Y =OI;

21GET AUB IT *1T5TA 1801331092 8L O3 pIBMICT F2i¥coT

) mhm SI8QWeW INC MCU pU®B JIBQSEY 15T 3TIsEOM® Y 03frael

Futancy: pipuaTds = Furwoorss Jo aimszetd smy PET S&

*1InZsssaons hﬂamwog uasq 24Ty 04 psaocxd szy

8U3 STUL 4T POE SGOT h¢ﬂ:HMHﬁH TUES STLSEOMSy US8m1sg

8dIYSPULTII TI- 8Gz gqhmnwumh 01 ssm ssodund uts Uz

*SIOFTSTA 8Y4g Cf TIcmdIer Sutdss

O)

: é

I S I33I8 TOOGJISATR 1%
Apeasno wuadom UT 3GFTY 8u1 gusds SIsQUeT JINC JO U0 1842
S8TJIT3A3d S,PRB-X33x 2U10qTEI8pTCaT L£130 sex g71*jusredls
mﬁbomﬂ 3Tst2a 8u3 I0 esodumd 3ATSI2ACME a34yL PIpP pUe Hozm
2L JC =Sanes eyL Futanvtisast Ltan o au 1=na92 JIno
3B SJISQUWSEWeH J°F IBFUTTINY Jo U2

,Hmu
m«va'ohumro
8YT SAEY 02 mmauauox a1gn 8m 73 mhmmh 081 8mWeg






[}

| * & % %

| Newcastle, after missing
imany early opporlunities, beat
Leek 104. It was against the
runoi piay that Leek scored
an opporlunist iry, but they
were then iorced to defend
desperalely. |

Newcastle’'s superiority in
most phases paid olf with a
{try from Bill Tairbairn, con-
verted by Phil Evans, and
then full-bacik Bob Alcock, in
his finst game of the season,
scythed his way through fto
complete the scoring.

In other matlches a;gainstg
Leek, Newcastle II, and III
\jwon 9-8 and 16-0 respec-
tively, the fourths lost 16-15
to Shrewsbury III, the fifths
beat Macclesfield 20-3 and the
|Velerans beat Warren 13-10.
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Newcastle were - 19-12
winners over Stafford II.,
after twice being in arrears.
They led. 10-4 at the inteir-
wval, through tries by Bob
Newby and Dave Hancock,
Paul Alcock converting one,
In the second-half, Phil
Evans (penally goal), Paul
Barrowclough  (try) and
Alcock (conversion) scored
for Newcastle. ‘

IA other maiches against
Stafford, Newcastle II. and
III. won 12-9 z;jndf 36{1.’1
respectively, but the four Armehair sportsmen for the
team lost 28-0 and the Colls Armchairgpontmen S Ut
e PR Newcastte Rughy Club

. : watching the Boat Race in
.the comfort of the club-

|
|
. house after their maich ‘
with Old Longtonians had
heen posiponed, due to the
weather.
P
Newcastie lost ithe forward
siruggle in heavy conditions
against a heavier Stourbridge
pack and went down 18-0,
'After an early converled try
for the home feam, defences,
lheld firm and, with handling
/moves out of the question,
|Stourbridge completed their
\vigtory wilh {our penally
goals.
} i k % ¥ %

s

0ld Sandbachians  domin-
ated their mafch at News
castle, winning 36-3. They
also took the second feam fix-
ture 49-0, but Newcaslle
gained some consolation by
winning the third and fourth
team games 30-3 and 24-12
respectively.

€ % % %

At Newcas'le R.U.F.C. annual dinner, Lindsay Burke is seen receiving the club’s

goal-kicking competition trophy from chief guest Mr. David Archer, President of the

Staffordshire Union. Looking on are;: Mr. Jim Handley, club secretary; Mr. Terry
Quinn, treasurer; Mr. John Pointon, chairman; and Mr. Ron Cotterill.
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Rugby club 'cap tain

breaks leg

NEWCASTLE Rugby
Club plans for the com-
ing season received a
severe jolt when their
recently-appointed cap-
tain, Colin Perry, suf-
fered a double fracture
of the leg in the second
of a series of trial
games.

The final trial takes place
tomorrow and prospective
players should attend the
Lilleshall - road ground, :
Clayton, and report to the
club vice - captain, Phil
Evans, at 2.30 pm.

Training will conlinue at !
the club on Monday and |
Wednesday evenings (7.0). |

Newcastle rugby|
club captain

’ Colin Perry, previously with
Londod club Saracens, has!
been appointed first team cap-
tain by Newcastle RU-F.C, |
| Other appointments: second
team captain Tony Bloor;,
third team, Tony Stubbs;|
fourth team, Ken Parkes;
fifth team, Graham Wells.
Tony Bloor and John Sum-
nall werée elected as coaches.
Officers: president, Mr. J.
Pointon; secretary, Mr: J.
|Handley; team sécretary, Mr,
J. Hameyr; treasurer, Mr. T
‘Quinn- i
| Training sessions will be
held at the club’s Lilleshall-
road ground each Monday
land Wednesday (7.15), and
|Saturdays (2.15).

Training aid
| During the last few seasons,|
a number of local clubs -—-l

Stoke-on-Trent and N@:\.\.v-I
caslle among them — 'have
| aeqguired training  lights,
which greatly increase the

range ol activities possible on
fraining nights. ;

| At 9.5 on a recent dark,
llate “summer evening at
| Lilleshall-road, I walched
| Newea-tle, under the guidance|
‘of coach Tony Bloor, assisted|
'by John Sumnall,

far more closely simulating
maleh situations than those
usually managed in a gym-
nasium,

| Also  watching from the
|fouchiine, with a perception
Iborn of experience, was Bill|
{Matthews, the long-serving
Newcasile enthusiast. He told
me  that the club, allh
shaken by the loss of captain
Colin Perry with a severe leg
injury, had a fair degree of
optimism for the new season,
Pete Evans is taking over the

|skipper’s duties. |

going' |
|{hrough a series of activities |

la78-7 |

Newcastle

Football Club players seen

at a squad fraining session

in preparation for the new
season,

Rugby Union
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Losing No. 8 forward Phil
Robinsen with a shoulder in-
jury, Newcastle could nof
overcome the handicap and
were beaten 18-7 by Tam-|
worth. Affer conceding an|
early try, Newcastle hit back!
with a penally goal by Paul|
Alcock, but as the game wore,
on their possession from the!
scrums got less and the loss.
of a man in the pack alsa
told. ' 1
. Tamworth’s back row were
in dominant mood and they|
set up three tries, New-|
castle replying with a try
from Paul Barraclough near
the end.

In other matches against
Tamworth, Newcastle lost the
second, third and fourth team
games 17-8, 7-0 and 30-7 res-|
pectively, but the fifths won
13-12. f !

0k k& Al
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Newcastle, too, made an en-
\couraging start, newcomers
|Kevin Lee, at prop, Terry|
|Kelly and Paul Alcock, back

absence from the
showing up prominently in
the 21-9 win over Burfon “A."

Alcock gave Newcasile an
early lead with a penalty
goal and although a dropped
{goal put the scores level, the
‘home team's superiority in
the back division brought a
try from Paul Darraclough.

In the second-half, New-
jcastle added tries through
iR{chnrd Bladen and Phil
Robinson, with Alcock adding|
1%?19 extra points to all three
ries.

L A

lat scrum-half after a year's|
game, | |

% % %k ¥

After a slow start, New-
castle completed a double’
over Burton “A” by winning
94 away. This was a not-
able performance, for they
had not had a game for
four weeks and also lost
outside-half Alan Griffiths
through injury early on.

Burton scored in. the
corner from opening pres-
sure, but the Newecastle
pack countered strongly.
Phil Evans landed a penally
and then Will Fairbairn

crashed over for a ftry,
Evans adding the goal
points. :

Newcastle II beat Burton
7-3, the third leam were
4-3 winners over Whii-
church, the fourths lost 6-4
to Simon and the fifths
overwhelmed J.C.B. 36-0.
Veterans beat Biddulph 6-4.

¥ %k %k %
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A bélow strength News-
castle tumbled 1o a 30-0
deteat at home to. a deter-

mined Tamworth,  who
made the most of the
chances that came their
way.

The visilors scored two
first-half tries, then were
held. at bay for a long spell
in the second-half, New-

castle’s resistance crumb-
ling near the end as
Tamworth piled on the
points.

Newcastle II lost 20-0 to
Telford, but had some com-
pensation by winning the
third and fourth feam fix-
tures 14-4 and 13-12 respec-
tively. Newcastle V beat
Old Longlonians IV 12-10
and the Veiferans were 14-0
winners against Michelin.

W ok ok ke
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| back with

[ . (]
fine win
WITH their pack domi-
nant, Newecastle R.U.F.C,
resumed operations after

a lengthy break with an
impressive 38pts. to nil
victory away over a Win-
nington Park team.

The teenage pair at lock,
Mark Whiftaker and Mark
James, played with encourag-
ing authovily, and the New-
castle policy of running with
|luh¢ ball al every uppoﬂunmy|
|paid handsome dividends.,
| Nick Slack, in his first
[game since his return to the
‘club, prompted the backs
experily. Rob Mawby crossed
for two ftries, wilth Paul
Barrclough, Jim Eaton and
Terry Kelly also touching
down. Skipper Phil Evans
landed three conversion kicks
to pgive Newcastle a 26-0
half-time lead. 1

~Although  relaxing their
grip in the second-half, New-lI
castle siill managed to add a|
further 12 points. J

Rugby Cup

Newcasile, at home lost
12-9 to Handsworth in the
Staffordshire Rugby Union
Knock-out Cup last night.

John Hamer (try) and
Paul Alcock (penalty and
conversion) scored for New-
castle, who led 9-8 until
Kevin Tee had fo leave the|
field with a shoulder mjury. |




LIVERPOOL PUT
ON SIDELINES

Wihen Liverpool shonld have
been playing Wasps on Saturday
afternoon a> Sudbury, Middlesex,
they were watching the match at
Newcastle-under-Lyne, Staffs, as
guests of the Newcastle club.

The Liverpool -coach  had
broken down, limping into the
Keele service station on the M6
with a so d fan belt and
damaged radiator. Emergency |
repairs put the radiator right but
Eﬁra' was mo replacement fan!

it | |

Eventually a fan belt was sent
down from Liverpool but by then
it was too late to reach Wasps
in tme and the game was
camcelled.

)/ & % w ok %

Dave Waiscn made an im-
pressive debut for News
castle in the 18-6 victory
aver Congieton and was un-
lucky not to mark tihe
oceasion with a fry, just
failing to ground ihe ball

Atter Conglelon had
kicked two penally goals,
Newecastle’s torwards took
command and iries came
from Terry Kelly and Phil
Jolley, Alan Griffiths con-
verting both and also kick-
ing a penalty. The remain-
ing points came from a
Nick Slack drop goal,

. : ! 1OI\Iewca'stle II and III won
5 188, . ’ e -3 and 28-0 against
“We are counting on bringing it back with us” was the cry as Newcasile Rugby Club, t. Congleton; the foutpthi 10.:1[5

holders of the Mullingar v. Newcastle Trophy, set off for Mullingar, Southern Ireland, 15-8 to D d the fi
for {he annual match between the two clubs. Displaying the trophy are Collin Perry, wen-i;'0 d%n§ r? 24 li?&-(ilhmtlg
~ club skipper and Phil Evans, first team capain. Wolverhampton. The Vete-
rans defe%e& lg\lv’lich‘elin 19-3.
APRN

A Newport player breaks

from the serum during the

Rugby Union match at

Lilleshall-road, Trent Vale,

between Newcastle II team
and Newport II.
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Neweastle took sweet
revenge for their defeat in
the Staffordshire Cup when
they overwhelmed Trentham
\41-4, Encouraged by an early
try, they were superior in all
departments, the defermined
running of the backs bringing
a heavyy crop of tries,

Jim Eaton, Rob Mawby (2),

Paul  Barraclough, Clive
Ward and John Tebbutt
touched down, with Alan

[Grifiths and Dave Watson
lgontributing the remainder of
the points from kicks. F
Newcastle made it a clean
sweep by winning the second,
third and fourth team games
|against Trentham by 26-6,
{42-6 and 8-0 respectively.
Newcastle V. lost 6-0 fto
Ashton-on-Mersey IV. and the
Veterans beat Wolverhamp-
ton Crofters 19-16,
[ ® % ok &
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| Affer the disappointment
of their midweek dismissal
from the Staffordshire Cup,
Newcastle bounced back lo
form with a 82-15 win over|
Ashbourne.

They trailed 9-0 in the first-
half, but a drop goal by Nick
Slack, and {iries from Jobn
Wood and Rob Mawby helped
them into a 13- half-time
lead and the second-half was
then dominated by New-
castle.

Mawby added two miore
tries, Bob Alcock also touched
down and Dave Watson
landed two conversions and
a long range penalty goal.

Newcastle II lost 32-0 to
Warrington, the thirds beat
Warrington 8-3 and the
fourth team match was drawn

¥ % % %

Nowoastle completed a|
double over Leek with a 3-0
victory at Birchall. Both sides
missed penalties before Alan
Griffiths won the match with
a kick,

The match was marred by
the sending-ofl of Leek second
row forward Neil Bown, for
dissent, 15 minutes into the
second half.

Newcastle I1I. lost 8-3 to
Leek; Newcastle I1I. beat Leek
24-0; Newcastle IV. bea¢ Old|
Longtonians 34-3; and New-
castle Veterans had a 39-0
victory ‘over Warren. )

# %k K %

In a dour struggle In al-|
rocious conditions, Neweastie
| were held to a 0-0 draw at
Willenhall where any atlempt
at an open game was out of
\the question. Bofh sets of

9
3
Q
|
o0
10

L O

Neweastle took on new op-
ponents in Moore amd in a
dramatic finish were pegged
back to a 21-21 draw. Two
neatly . taken drop goals by
scrum-half Nick Slack gave
Newcastle an early advantage
and their lighter, faster pack
had the beiter of the initial
exchanges.

Moore flightened up, how-
ever, and in a dour baftle it|
|was an exchange of penalty
kicks that kept the score
movlinig, Dave Watson landing
four for Newcaslle and Slack
dropping another goal to res-
tore the lead minufes from
the end, but Mocre’s last-gasp
touchdown and conversion
made it all square.

Newcastle won the second
team mateh 13-10, their thirds
beat Winnington Park 39-16
and the fourths were . 60-3

112-12.
& ® B @

packs battled fiercely, bul] \Iaﬂinmers‘over Old Longlonians
defences held firm. | BE R &
Astule kicking from fly-|

|nalt Alan Griffiths kent Wil-| ol g \

[Jenhall pinned in their own ' Old Longtonians were con-)
half for long periods, bul| vincing winners by 234 over
| Newcastle were unable 1o, Newcastle. |
]capilalise on their advantage.| A John Davis penally goal|
Neweasile won the ofher| was gugmented by a 1yl
games against Wilenhall, the| from Pervy and after the in-|
.seconcls by 18-3, the thirds G-0 terval Newcastle, who lost
and the fourfhs 14-10. New-| semim-half Nick Slack for al
caslle Veterans beat Dane| wyeial jperiod, reeled under a
|9"0- 1comainu_ou's onslaught., Fur-
i © | {her iries came from Andy

enny Phelps, with two
Eccleshall refumed to v atted by Davis, Terry

winning form by bealing
Neweastle V. 22-10, Trevor
Casile (2), Ron Bentley and
Steve Hollis scored fries,
the first-named landing
three conversions. .

Tries by Steve Challinor
and John Bater helped
Eccleshall II to a 10-4 vic-
tory over Linley III, for
whom  Melvin  Maskew
scored.

Kellil got a consolation try
for Newcastle,

Old Longtonians won the
second team . match 19-12,
Newcastle taking fthe third
and fourth team honours 29-6
and 384 respectively. -

& % % %

'Wuthor gonditions rmre.

suited to snowballing than
rughy at Newcastle when |
| the Newocastle second team
_lost hy 15 points to seven
to Congleton.

Mawby’s
12th try
in 13
matches

NEWCASTLE R.UF.C.
continued their improved
form by beating Whit-
church by 13pts. to 12
away. '

Whitchurch went 6-0
ahead, bul a break by Nick
Slack and Paul Barvaclough
let in Rob Mawby, for his
12th fry n 183 matches,
Alan Griffiths converted and
although Whitchurch dropped
a. goal. Newcastle fHorged
ahead when skipper Terry
Kelly crashed over for
another try. :
- Newcastle were reduced to
14 men winen Lindsay Turke
went off with a leg injury,
but an exchange of penalties,
Griffiths scoring for the visi-
tors, completed the scoring.

Wins by 8-7 in the second
team mateh and 21-6 by the
thirds made if a clean sweep
for Newcastle,

% ok K ok

Newcastle went down 9-0 at
home to Whitchurch, Despite
almost conslant pressure, they
were unable fo converf terri
torial advaniage into points.
Whitchurch scored with three
penalty goals.

}
|
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A photo-call for the junior section of Newcastle Rugby

Potteries
| Ru o by .
. merit
winners

AWARDS in the Pot-
teries Rugby Union first
merit competition will be
[presented at Newecastle
{Rugby Club on Friday

|

(8 pm.).

+ Mr. P. A. Clarke, marketing
director of Harrison Mayer,
the sponsors, will make the
presentations to Crewe and
Nantwich, who made sure of
tre first team
beating Newecastle in the final
‘maich last Saturday, Congle-
ton, the second team winners,

and Newcastle, the third
team champions.
Final placings were as
follow:—
FIRST TEAMS f
_ P.W.D. L % |
Crewe & N'twich 6 5 © 1 83.3
Old Longtonians 9 6 0 3 66.7
Newecastle ...... ONFISRINTRSG 61,215
Congleton  ...... 7 37 13 50.0
e e g4 W05 57.5
Trentham ......... 9 1 0 8 11.1
SECOND TEAMS
Congleton ...... 5 4 0 1800
L A 7Y 158 O NCaTivs
Crewe & N'twich 3 3 0 2 60,0
Newcastle ...... 9 4 O 5 44.4
Old Longtonians 7 3 0 4 42.9|
Trentham ......... 2 0 6 25.0
THIRD TEAMS
Newcastle ...... 7 & 1 0 92.9
Crewe & N'twich 5 4 1 0 90.0
e X R eh e B & 0 5375
Old Longtonians 9 3 O 6 33.3
Trentham ......... 7T 2 0 5 28.6]
Congleton ......4 1 0 3 25.a|

section by :

i
, |J&E‘“§£”m
try.

i».. ?‘W‘t‘ ; ?‘
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Newgastle had to give best
to a better drilled and more
mobile Stourbridge pack and
they lost 14-10 at home. They
were upset by the late arrivai
of their opponents, but took
the lead when Clive Ward

went over for a try, Andy |

Wood adding the goal points.
Stourbridge broke away 1o

I score a try and Newecastle
| were further rocked when the

visitors added a second {ouch’
down, which was converfed.
Dropped passes and missed
penalties did not help New-
castle’s cause and atter Stour-
bridge got their third try,
Alan Roberts went over for
the home team, but it was
too late.

Newcastle II and III won,
21-14 and 31-0 respectively|
in other games against Stour-
'bridge, the fourths beating
Congleton 33-0,

‘ I R

} XN |
‘ﬂugmn 2112 o ﬁ Nick
| =12 away, - INIC
| Slack teking the honours with
and a con<
e Phil Jolley's

Alan Griffiths scored 23
points and Dave Todk 'g?t
four ftries in Newcasile's 75-0
win fim the second team
match. Newcastle IIT, beat
Shell TIT, 17-0, the fourths
beat Anchor 19-13 and th

Club at Clayton festival in t

Newcastle spree

d * % Ok ¥
Newcastle’s revival con-
' |tinued when they beat Mid-
| |Cheshire College 15-13. A
determined pack gdined the
initiative, sefting up a Airy
for Alan Roberls, which Alan
Griffiths goaled.

A Nick Slack drop goal in-
creased Newcastle’s lead, but
. then he had to go off with a
o head injury and f1fook no
o | |further part. Griffiths jinked
his way over for a try he also
converled, for Newcastle 1o
lead 15-0 at half-time.

Newcastle were on defence
for most of the second-half
but, despite conceding two
tries and a penalty goal, just
held out.

Newcastle won the second
| |team match 14-0 and the

lVetmns beat J.C.B. 124,

e o

Newcastle took their tot
ol wins for, the season to 2
when they trounced T
fham 22-0 in the semi-final
the Potleries Rugby Unio
un. . -
Newecastle led 12-0 at thy
Interval” with a two penalt
goals by Dave Watson and
try by Howard Tebbing cony
verted by ‘Dave Barling, Tw
penally goals by Barlin
and a try by Paul Barrow
clough increased the lead i

the second half.

* % ok &
In ‘a cut, and thrust
game, Newecastle went

down 20-19 to Erdington.

Erdington’s stronger pack
just had the edge, but
Newcastle used what little
good possession they had
to telling effect. Rob
Mawby and Paul Barrow-
clough scored tries, Dave
Watson landing
penalfy goals' and a drop
goal, .
" In other matches against
Tirdington, Newecastle 1L
won ‘13-12, the thirds lost
18-12, and the fourths
won 51-3. Newecastle V.
beat Congleton IV. 4-3 and
the Velerans beal Trent-
ham 12-9. -

% % kR ¥

three
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Newecastle returned to
winning formm by beating
new opponents Glossop 16-0
in a match switched at the
last moment to Newcastle.
The home team’s pack was
in dominant mood, combining
well in all phases of play.

Despite tepritorial advan-
tage, it was left to Alan
Guriffiths to give Newcastle a
6-0 half-time lead with two
penally goals. The backs
moved with a greater free-
dom in the second-half and
John Wood and John Tellett
crossed for tnies, Griffiths
landing one conversjon,

Newcasile made il a hat-
frick  against Glossop by
winning the second and
fourth team matches ,40-8
and 19-15, the fifth beal
Anchor III, 16-14, but the
Veterans went down 11-3 to
Winnington Park IIIL,

ok Ak %k
EE B 2

Away to Metrovick, New-
castle won 13-8, but had
sufficient chances to have
romped home by a much
wider margin, squandering
possession by over-elabora-
lion.

After Alan Griffiths had
converted a try by Paul
Barrowclough, Metrovick
hit back 1o {ake the lead
with two {ries. This acted
as a spur to Newcastle and
after Barrowclough had
crossed for his second {ry,
QCritfiths completed the
scoring with a penalty
goal.

Newcastle won the sec-
ond and third team mat-
ches 154 and 16-14 respec-
{ively, but Metrovick IV.
won 13-6. Newcastle V. lost
22-10 to Eccleshall and the
Veterans beat Metrovick

15-0.
% % % %
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Kelly to lead |
Newcastle

]

Terry Kelly was -elected|
captain of Newcastle Rugby,
Union Foofball Club at the)
annual meeting, with Nick
'Slack as vice-captain. Second
iteam skipper will be Tony

Bloor, with Dave Westrup
leading the third team,

Arthur Hudson continues as

chairman of selectors.

Club chairman, John Poin-
ton, reporting successful
season socially and financially,
stressed ithe need for improve-
ment on the playing side.
Training starts at their
Lilleshallroad, Clayton,
ground on July 18 (7.30) and
continues on- Monday and
Wednesday  evenings and
Saturday afternoons under the
guidance of the captain and
coach Tony Bloor.

* % B B

Showing their best form
for a long time, New-
castle cantered to a 32 - 7
win over Wolverhampton
II. They had the tonic of
a try from the kick-off, Rob
Mawby scoring between the
= S | : , posts for Dave Walson to

Ball practice for members convert.

. of Newecastle R.UF.C., in Wsﬁson Eie"bl?nded a
" training at their Lilleshall- | penalty - goal, before the
| road’ ground for ihe ,ncw visitors hit back with a
|

penally and a try. TFrom
season. this point, Newcasfle took

seem to have caught on
over the years, one

extremely popular, bath
from a participation and
spectator level, is
Rugby Football, with
literally thousands of
men taking up the sport
as a weekend hobby.

Indeed, the local area is
amply catered for when it
comes to Rugby, with no
fewer than eight clubs
around North Staffordshire
and South Cheshire, and
that's not taking into
account the several
Schools and Colleges who
include the sport on their
'syllabus and field teams.

| have therefore decided
to give some well
deserved publicity to one
of these local sides, this
being the Newcastle
RUFC.

Newcastle, who have
an excellent Clubhouse
and ground at Lilleshall
| Road in Clayton, as well as
| using pitches in the Lyme
| Valley, and Roe Lane, now
| have six sides representing
| them on Saturday after-
| noons. 0

Of all sports which |

which is proving

The ages of the players
in these sides range any-

- thing up from David Evans,

who is just 17, to Bill
Matthews and Peter
Masters, who are both in
their late 40s, yet still
turning out regularly.

As well as these sides, |
~ the Newcastle Rugby club,

there is a Colts team
which plays on Sundays,
and a Junior set-up, which
caters for youngsters in
the 7-14 age range, who
go along on a Sunday
morning to receive tuition
on the game and have fun,
while they are learning
from experienced players, ‘
who are only too pleased ,
to offer their services to,
the young lads, who are,
on several occasions

through the season, given

the chance to try out their

newly-learnt skills against

similar Junior sides.

" The fact that there are

six full Saturday teams at
Newcastle, gives nearly

ninety people the chance
to enjoy a regular game of.
Rugby.

They train twice a
week, on Mondays at the
Booth Street Sports
Centre, in Stoke, adjacent
to the Football ground, and
also on Wednesdays at
their own ground under
floodlights.

If you are interested in
becoming involved with

you can contact Jim

Handley on 611948, the.
team Secretary, Keith Dale :

o 615770 or the Club
itself on 617042. Parents
wishing to find out more

about the Junior Rugby _

sessions can contact Don
Rouse on 610337.

Well folks, I'm afraid
that's it for this week, but
I'll be back soon, when 'l
be taking a look at the
facilities offered by a local
Dancing school, until then,
take care, Mike.

complete command and
tries came from Dave Han-
cock, Bob Alcock, Paul
Barrowclough and John
Woods. Watson kicked three
conversions to complete the
scoring.

Neweastle II. lost 11-0 to
Wolverhampton IIL, the
thirds beal Wolverhampton
IV. 14-4 and {he fourths
lost 18 - 10 to Wolverhamp-
ton V. Newcastle V. were

beaten 13-9 by Hope Val-
ley.
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TRAILING 9-0 after a
hesitant start, Newcastle
RUFC. came bhack
strongly to defeat Shrews-

bury by 15pts. to 12 in a

Isurprisingly open game in

difficult conditions.

- Conceding a penalty goal
and a goal, Newcastle strugg-
led to find their rhythm early
on, when strong tackling by’
the. backs and determined
play in the loose prevented
further disasters.

A penalty goal by Alan
Griffiths reduced the deficit
and near the interval Rob
Mawby swooped on - &
charged-down kick and went
over in the corner. Griffiths
converted.

Shrewsbury regained the
lead with a penalty, but New-
castle pressure was rewarded,
when Dave Bladen came into

the line to make an overlap
for Mawby to 2o over for his

second try, Griffiths again
adding the goal points. |
| Newcastle completed a
clean sweep over Shrewsbury. |
| winning the second, third and’
fourth team fixtures 15-6,
21-10 and 204 respectively, |




Newcastle Rugby Club second with their

“captain, Tony

tloor, centre o
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Newoastle’s recent im-'l
proved performances suffered
a setback when they were|
beaten 19-9 at home by Sed-
geley Park, a well-drilled side
who had the tonic of an early

ry.

. Alan Griffiths put the
home side back in contention
'with a penalty goal, but New- |
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Newcastle were beaten for
the first time in 10 weeksl
when they lost 10-6 to Brough-|
ton away. They had the ionic
of an early fry by Paul Bar-
rowclough, converted by Alan
Griffiths, and had the oppor-|
tunity 10 increase their lead,|
but neglecled chances.
Broughton kicked two pen-

castle them conceded two| alty goals to level the score
penalty kicks, which were |and the Newcastle pack,
converted. |somewhat below par, could|

A period of Newcastle pre-
ssure early in the second-half
‘produced a try by John Tel-
lett, Griffiths adding the goal
points, and Sedgeley com-
pleted the scoring with a try
‘and a penalty.

Newecastle II lost 56-7 to Al-
sager College, whose second
team beat Newecastle III 10-3.
Newcastle IV beat Alsager

not cope with the heavier!
home forwards, particularly
after Howard Green went off
injured. Broughton clinched
victory with a late try
Newcastle won the second,|
third and fourth team maiches|
against Broughton 14-7, 10-8,
and 19-10 respectively; tlhe
fifths beat Old Sandbachians
24-3 and the Veterans de-

College III 12-6 and the |feated their Macclesfield
Veterans had a 15-7 win over |counterparts 12-3.
Sedgeley Park. [ * % % K
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There was a grandstand With their packs in flery
finish at Roughcote-lane,| form, Newcastlie were 10-9

winners over Macclesfield.-
Adapting better to the mud,
Newcastle went ahead
when John Tellett drove
over for a try and their
sacond score came Wwhen
Howard Tebby broke from
the line and linked up
with Paul Barrowclough,
who outsprinted defenders
for a try, converted by
Alan Griffiths.

In between, Macclesfield
replied with a penally goal,
but squandered chances by
aimless kicking and it was
not seconds from the end
that they scored a con-

where Newcastle held on to a
slender lead to beat Old
J/Longtonians 12-10 in a Pot-
teries merit table match.

In a pgpame of two dis-
tinctivie periods, Old Longto-
nians held sway in the fivst-
|half, in ‘which. Andy Forrester
lerossed for a try. l
| Newcastle rallied strongly
In the second-half arnd a try
‘by Paul ]3m:‘r«:n.*.rclougr con-
verted by Alan riffiths,'
revitalised them. With their
pack in dominant mood, Dave
Bladen came infto the line/
and went over for a try,|
Grifiths onice more adding

thek goal points with & fine veggg/c‘;.?t:ie lost the second
kic third and fourth team

In the last few minutes,
John Dayvis took a short pena-
Ity for Forrester to touch

matches 31-6, 9-0 and 35-0
respectively, but won the
Veterans' fixture against

down, Davis reducing the 3
margin fo two points with the Macclesfleld 18-12.
conversion. ¢ ¥ % ¥

Newcastle made it a clean
sweep by ‘winning the second
tearn match 12-8, the thirds
4-3 and the fourths 16-3.
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| they scored four tries, three

| langd third team games 17-10
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Although defeated 26-3 by
Newcastle in a merit table
match, Leek displayed spirit
and courage after injuries to
two players caused a team
reorganisation.

Leek scored first through
a Mick Sherratt penalty and
Newcastle struggled to find
their best form, over-
claboration bringing mis-
\takes, Alan Griffiths levelled
uthe scores before half-tnme
lwith a penalty goal.

It was in the second—half
that Newcastle seized control
and in a 20-minute period

by Paul Barrowclough and
one from Rob Mawby,
Griffiths kicking conversions
each time.

ILeek were shattered and
only flerce defence kept the
score down in the closing
stages.

Newcastle won the second

and 34-0 respectively. New-

castle IV. were beaten 12-3

by Rubery Owen, the fifths

lost 32-0 to Macclesfield V.,

but the Veterans were 22-0

winners over G.E.C, 1
% % ok %
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Newoastle drew T-7 with
new opponents Rhyl, in &
typical forward battle on a
heavy pitech and in difficult
monditaom. Against a strong
‘pack, Neweastle had difficulty
\in gaining worthwhile posses-
gion, but had greater success
in the loose. :

Rhyl took the lead with a
fry against the mun of play,
but Alan Griffiths then kicked
a penalty goal and a flne
movement among the backs
ended with Rob Mawby cros-
sing for a try.

Poor finishing let down
Newcastle, 'who conceded a
penalty goal equaliser to the
home side in the last few
minutes. ;

Newcastle 1I, . beat J.CB.
26-16, the thirds beaf Rhyl
26-0 and the Veterans had a
24-3 win over Manchester
Hawks.
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¢he front row.
* % % %
Crewe and Nantwich

became first winners of the
Potteries merit compctition
by defeating Newcastle 7-3 in
a fine game at Barony Park.
In a galeforce wind, the
standard of play was of a high
order.

Newcastle took the lead
with a penaliy goal from Dave
Watson, but just before half-
time John ILawloh crasned
over for a try and Alan Pink-
ney stretched Crewe and
Nantwich's lead with a
second-half penalty goal.

Crewe and Nantwich had
to withstand heavy pressure
in the last 10 minutes, when
17-year-old full-back,; Jomm
Hackett, marked hi¢ .debut
with an unpressuve perfor-
mance.

Crewe rand .Nantwich won
the second feam game 74,
Keith Wilson (iry) and Andy
Willlamson (penalty goal)
scoring, but there was com-
pensation for Newcastle,
whose 7-7 draw gave them
the Division III merit tiile,
on a slightly better percen-
tage than their .szponents.

Newcastle IV. opeat J.C.B.
27-6. _
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Adopting a policy of run-
ing with the ball whenever
possible, Newcastle were re-
warded with a 13-7 win over
0ld Anselmians, This tactic
cancelled out the advantage
their opponents had through
a heavier pack.

Rob Mawby and Clive
Ward scored trie, Alan
Griffiths kicking a conversion
and & penalty goal.

The second and third teams
weer also winners over Old
Anselmians, by 21-9 and 18-9
respectively, Newcastle IV,
beat Manchester Y.M.C.A.
6-0, but the Veterams lost
18-4 to Solihull.
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IT'S OUR BALL
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Pictured at Newcastle Rugby Club’s ;4nnua/ Dinner and Presentaion Evening at “The Boroi/gh A}ms Hotel, King
Street, are left to right, 2nd Team Captain, John Hamner; Fixtures Secretary, Jim Handley,; Chairman, John Pointon,

e
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and President, Peter Smith, all seen with the North Staffs/South Cheshire 2nd Team Merit Trophy.

RUGBY CLUB
PRESENTATIONS

Terry Kelly, first-team
captain of Newcastle
Rugby Ciub, spoke of a
very successful 1980-81
ssason, swrpassing the
pevious one and com-
mented that the overall
results of all the club’s

 teams made very plea-

‘sant reading. He was
;spoaklng at the Annual
- Dinner and Presentation
'evening held at the

Borough Arms Hotel,
Newcastle, last Friday.
Delivering the Club’s
report Mr. Kelly explained
that their first team had nar=
rowly missed out on the
Merit Trophy which was
dchieved by the second and

third teams. He praised
each of the club’s sides, in-
cluding the newly-formed
Colts team, for turning in
performances of which they
could be proud of.

In his toast to the Rugby
Football Union, Mr. Stuart
Lister of the Staffordshire
Society of Referees, said
that the game was all about
finding fellowship and
friendship, somethkng that
was very apparent at
Newcastle.

Club President Mr. Peter
Smith, made the following
presentations: The Geoff
Adams Cup for the player
showing most improve-
‘Ment, Tim Britton; the Gor-

don Cox Trophy for the
leading try-scorer, Phil
Read; the J.D.Sumnall
Trophy for goal kicking,
Sam Gilby; the Bill Kirkham
Trophy for the most
outstanding forward in the
club, John Clayton; the
Jeff Maskery Cup for the
most consistent performer
in the 2nd XV joint holders,
Martin Sands and Dave
Holmes; the A.J.J.Wade
Trophy for exceptional
merit, Terry Marsh; and the
Ron Cotteril Trophy for the
Clubman of the Year was
shared by John Hammer
and Keith Dale.




